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ESQUIRES  AND  GENTLEMEN. 


Below  the  rank  of  Nobility >  and  titles  personal 
or  official,  it  has  ever  been  difficult  to  assign  the 
proper  steps  and  degrees  of  worth  and  prece-* 
dence.  The  times  are  past  for  adjusting  such 
matters  by  a  "  Were"  or  "  Weregeld,''  which 
was  the  name  given  to  the  ^fine  paid  by  our 
ancestors,  for  causing  the  death  of  any  person, 
and  which  was  supposed  to  express  the  cxmipa* 
rative  value  of  the  lyi  lost,  and  to  be  paid  accord* 
ingly  to  the  relations  of  the  deceased,  for  the  in- 
jury they  had  sustained.  There  were  for  instanee, 
as  our  antiquaries  tell  us,  very  different  fines 
exacted  for  "  Twelf-hinds;'  "  Six-hinds,''  and 
•'  Twihindsr  The  "  Were''  of  a  Twelfhind,  was 
(as  the  terms  import)  double  that  of  a  Sixhindt 
tuid  equal  to  that  of  six  Ceorls  or  Tmhinds, 
Their  wives  were  estimated  according  to  similar 
rates,  as  Cyrlisca\,  Sexhinda's,  and  Twelfhinda's* 
These  "  weres"  had  respect  to  more  offences 
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2  ESQUIRES  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

than  the  deprivation  of  life.  The  violation  of 
female  purity  was  subjected  to  fines,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  rank  of  the  Lady,  while  the  beards  of 
the  men  were  under  similar  protection.  The  vir- 
tue  of  a  CyrlUea,  and  the  beard  of  the  Ceorl,  were 
estimated  at  a  very  low  rate,  while  a  man  might 
be  ruined  for  offending  the  chastity  of  a  Twelf- 
hinda^  or  applying  a  pair  of  sciziars  to  the  cbiK 
of  a  Twelfhind. — Montesquieu,  speaking  of  thes^ 
fines^  expressly  observes,  '*  Que  la  difierence 
lies  compositions  etoit  la  r^gle  du  rang  di£S6re«ll 
que  chaque  citoyen  tenoit  dans  Tetat;"  and 
Mabljf,  in  his  observations  on  the  history  of 
France,  cites  the  Salic  and  Ripuarian  laws  upoB 
this  head^  to  shew,  from  the  amoimt  of  the  fines; 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  clergy  in  those  remote 
times.  Such  compositions  for  murder,  as  Mt. 
Halkim  has  justly  remarked,  were  well  known  to 
Homer^  who,  (Iliad  S.  497),  in  his  description  of 
the  shield  of  Achilles,  represents  two  men  wran^ 
gling  before  the  judge,  for  the  weregeld,  or  piicis 
of  blood. 

But,  as  I  said  before,  these  times  ar^  psfiE^I 
To  the  credit  of  our  modem  system  of  Jurisprm<- 
dence,  the  Ufe,  the  virtue,  and  the  beat^  of  omr 
most  ordinary  plebeians  a,re  estimsted  as  higk 
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M^fimilS  AND  OSN'PkflliBN^^  3^ 

^  &c^  of  tb€  greateml^  ckf  our  nobiUiy «  A^  t/9f 
Uie  law  of  murder  m  paitticttUr^  it  i*  the  j^MSft 
wftiftther  we  nhfff  a  IM^e  or  a  ChimneyiSWBCf^. 
A,  SpanMbf  soldkr  Qito^»  who  h^d  run  away  iiik  Ih^ 
Mat  of  a  battle^  very  gravely  lus^igaed  the  foUoft-' 
Uf  reasoa  for  what  he  had  done,  to  the  officeif 
who  reproached  him  for  his  cowardice.  ."  I  h^ 
fmher,*"  said  fae^  ''  to  tell  y^a  the  nal  truth,  that 
Uh  Gmndret  had  ,beeo  kill^  thau  /  «»Sr^*" 
And  yet  upon  the  principle  of  the  ''  WearegeU/ 
the  life  of  a  common  soldier  would  not  have 
been  valued  at  so  mtich  as  thi»  fiftieth  part  of  the. 
fife  of  one  Gra/idee/ 

But  to  return  to  our  Saxon  ancestors.  Tber^ 
seem  to  have  been  aboiit  fbur  ranks  or  diegrees 
htixm  thai  of  Earls,  whidi  was  the  chief  title  of 
Nobflity.  Twdf'kitidi,  Six-Jdnds,  Twihbitk  or 
Cwrb:  and  perhapa  VUlmu  made  a  foruith. 

I  know  not  where  schoolboys  learned  their 
.^birdegreea  of ''  Geuthmatt^  Apothecary,  Fhuglh 
%,  Thief:'  But  I  think  the  two  latter  at  leasir 
mua^bav^  come  from  the  Saxcois,  or  smne  of  our^ 
ftttdaLanwstofs^.  ThePibtij^U^poasibly  mi^/ 
i«pre«eni  all'  the  tnircmatii  of  the  feudal  desr 
menus;  or  Rusiid,  enmnefatedin  little  Dooms^ 
day-  book,  as  the  Porearii,  bovarii,  (herdam^li,  • 
b2 
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4  BSOtlRfiS  AND  G£NTtBII£K; 

bovers  french,  boon  in  short,)  Vaccarti,  Cotarii^ 
Bordarii,  and  bo  forth.  The  latter  have  becoi 
thoagbt  to  be  connected  with  ploughs,  from  the 
following  entry ;  Terra  x  bon.  ibi  lii  bbrd'  et  1 
Caruca.  (Heywood  on  ranks)  Caruca,  in  ifaift 
instance,  I  8«t>pose  being  the  same  as  the  Freodi 
Charrue. 

In  regard  to  the  rank  of  Thief,  it  would  deem 
ihat  there  was  such  a  degree,  for  by  the  laws  of 
Aihelstan,  whoever  was  not  subject  or  amenable 
to  some  particular  lard  or  feudal  chief,  was  ac-^ 
counted  a  thief,  and  to  be  dealt  with  as  such ; 
'^  pro  Fure  eum  capiat  quisquis  in  eum  inci«- 
derit." 

Of  the  rank  and  dignity  of  an  Apothecary^  Jh 
have  said  something  elsewhere^but  who  in  the«e' 
days  can  attempt 'to  define  the  rank  of  a  Genileir-' 
man  ?  It  is  singular  enough,  but  scarcely  an^' 
body  seems  to  like  to  be  a  Gentleman.  If  h^  is 
at  all  above  a  Ploughboy  and  a  Thief,  he  must 
needs  be  an  Esquire.  The  term  Gent,  after  a 
name,  is  pretty,  generally  held  to  be  a  sort  of 
degradation,  a  peculiarity  however^  which  on 
looking  into  the  Spectator,  I  find  to  be  not  so: 
modem  as  I  at  first  apprehended^— ^See  the  ex-; 
cellent  Letter  on  Family  Genealogy^  Noj  612. 
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A  curious  trial  took  place  not  very  long  ago, 
to  determine  whether  a  particular  person  were  a 
Genikman  or  not  ?  it  arose  out  of  the  following 
circumstances.  A  match  had  been  made  to  run 
soma  horses  which  were  to  be  ridden  by  Gentle^ 
men — on  the  diay  appointed  the  race  took  place, 
and  was  won  by  a  horse,  ridden  by  a  person  of 
upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  an  old  sports- 
man, but  who,  according  to  the  feelings  (not  to 
$ay  prejudices)  of  the  other  parties,  did  not  come 
iq)  to  tfieir  ideas  of  a  Gentleman.  The  prize  there- 
fore was  disputed,  and  the  dispute  brought  into 
open  court ;  I  was  not  present  at  the  tris^l,  but 
the  report  of  it  soon  after  passed  through,  my 
hands,  and  though  I  cannot  undertake  to  give  i( 
Mactly,  some  circumstances  struck  me  so  for* 
eibly,  that  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  vouch  for 
j&eir  truth.  Those  who  had  made  the  match, 
and  some  who  rode,  were  young  men  of  very 
large  fortunes,  and  to  mend  the  matter  M.P.'s, 
which  being  interpreted  means.  Members  ofPar^ 
Jiaihent.  They  were  of  course,  all  subpcenai^d  as 
^tnesses  on  the  trial. 
.  Unfortunately  the  cause  did  not  come  on  so 
soon  as  was  expected,  and  after  all,  in  the  evm- 
ling  of  the  day  of  trial,^t  an  hour  when  all  the 
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§  K«QITI11ES  AND  6ENTLBM«m 

youfig  M.  P.  witnesses^  having  finiBbed  th^it 
Kbations  at  the  hotels  came  into  Couct  by  nO 
iMaiw  so  sober  as  the  Judge.  They  came  in 
ako  just  as  they  had  ridden  into  the  town  in 
the  morning,  booted,  spurred,  splashed,  and  dirty. 
Vexed  at  having  been  kept  waiting  longer  thta 
they  expected^  and  impatient  to  be  gone,  ^ey 
behaved  very  rudely  to  the  Judge,  the  Jury,  and 
the  Counsel  for  the  defendant.  The  latter,  who 
rose  afterwards  to  one  of  the  highest  stations  ift 
W«6tnunster  Hall,  and  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Peerage,  began  with  very  gravely  «tating  to  llie 
C!ourt,  that  he  was  afraid  he  must  throw  up  hi« 
brief,  for  that  tliough  he  came  into  Court  (nUf 
persu9,ded  that  his  client  was  a  Gentleman,  hm 
now  despaired,  from  what  he  saw,  of  beii^g  abia 
to  prove  him  so,  for  as  the  other  parties,  loom  tlw 
very  nature  of  4he  case,  must  be  presumed  to  be, 
beyond  aH  dispute,  proper  Gentlemen,  be  conld 
only  proceed  in  the  way  of  comparison*  He  waa 
thenefpre  aftaid  to  oaU  the  attention  of  the  Judge 
and  Jury  tP  the  mamtei^  and  appeairance  of  liote 
Gentlemen,  because  if  they  exhibited  proper  ape^ 
cimens  i>f  the  conduct  and  chaxaeter  of  b,  real 
Geirtleman,  his  Oient  was  decidedly  not  one. 
That  his  habits  of  life,  lor  instance,  weve  of 
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that  temperate  ^nd  sober  cast^  that  nothing  he  waft 
sure  would  have  induced  him,  (but  especially  at 
such  a  time)  to  drink  to  such  excess,  as  to  stu- 
pify  his  understanding,  and  bewilder  his  senses, 
which  was  evidently  the  condition  of  all  the 
Gentlemen  in  the  witnesses^  box.  Had  his  Client 
been  to  attend  personally,  he  was  confident  he 
would  have  felt  such  an  awe  and  respect  for  the 
Court  in  general,  as  well  as  for  the  laws  and 
public  institutions  of  his  country,  as  to  have  suf- 
fered his  tongue  to  be  cut  out,  rather  than  uttet 
such  speeches  as  had  been  so  recently  addressed 
to  the  Judge,  the  Jury,  and  himself,  by  the  Gen- 
tkmen  who  appeared  against  him.  His  client 
was  a  man  so  attentive  to  all  matters  of  esta- 
blished decorum,  that  it  was  most  likely,  that  if 
ke  had  been  called  to  appear  before  the  Court^ 
he  would  have  been  seen  there  iti  decent,  cledn, 
and  comely  apparel,  not  in  (Urty  boots,  and  dirty 
dntts,  and  dirty  breeches,  like  the  Gentlemen  then 
before  them. 

To  judge  therefore  from  appearances,  and  in 
comparing  his  client  with  the  "  Gentlemen^*  who 
disputed  his  right  to  that  appellation,  he  was 
^aid  he  must  give  way  upon  those  three  points. 
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8  ESQUIKKS  AND  GjSNTLpMEK. 

inasmuch  as  being  sober,  civil,  and  ckanh/j  bt 
could  not  be  such  a  Gentleman  as  they  were. 

But  there  were  other  traits  in  his  client's  cha^ 
racter,  which  he  was  afraid,  upon  comparison 
with  the  characters  and  habits  of  the  Gentlemen 
before  them,  might  tend  still  farther  to  degrade 
him  in  their  eyes.  His  fortune  for  instance,  was 
small,  not  exceeding  a  few  hundreds  a  year,  but, 
entirely  imencumbered,  which  he  was  apprehensive 
would  be  thought  not  gentlemanlike  by  many 
persons  of  much  larger  fortunes ;  nor  yet  his 
mode  of  spending  his  income,  for  he  never  went 
beyond  it;  never  squandered  any  portion  of  it  iu 
idle,  useless,  and  unnecessary  expences ;  never  gam- 
bled  with  it;  never  ran  in  debt.  He  bred  up  his 
family,  (three  daughters  and  a  son),  in  z.pUm 
?j\A  frugal  manner.  He  was  careful  to  set  them 
the  example  of  a  moral  and  religious  life.  He 
haHotoedthe  sabbath,  B.nd  gave  rest  to  all  depen- 
dent on  him,  both  man  and  beast.  He  was  care- 
ful above  all  things,  not  to  travel  on  a  Sunday, 
to  the  disturbance  of  the  rest  of  others,  and 
profanation  of  the  Lord's  Day ;  in  fine,  however 
ungentlemanUke  it  might  appear  to  the  opposite 
party,  he  did  not  wish  to  conceal   from  the; 
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court,  fiiat  Us  client  was  in  all  respects  a  good 
Christian,  tt  good  hmbottd,  a  good  father,  a  good 
master,  a  good  neighbour,  and  a  good  friend  J-^ 
for,  after  all,  it  was  friendship  alone^  that  had 
brought  him  into  the  predicament  in  which 
be  How  stood.  Friendship  not.  for  the  living, 
but  the  dead.  It  was  entirely  in  consequence  of 
an  old  promise  to  a  dead  friend,  that  at  70  years 
of  age,  he  had  acceded  to  the  proposal  of  his 
friend's  sOn,  to  ride  the  race.  He  need  not  go 
further  into  particulars;  he  had  stated  these 
things  exactly  as  they  were,  for  the  information 
of  the  Court.  What  effect  they  might  produce, 
he  could  not  pretend  to  judge ;  thei^e  were  those 
present,  who  seemed  to  say,  that  a  person  of 
this  descriptiou  did  not  come  up  to  their  idem  of 
a  GefHkman ;  it  would  remain  with  the  Court 
and  Jury  to  say  whether  he  came  up  to  their 
ideas  of  such  a  character.  I  am  happy  to  have 
to  record,  that  this  worthy  person  so  described 
was  in.  the  fullest  manner  allowed  by  the  Judge 
and  the  Jury  to  be  a  proper  English  Gentleman^ 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  a  most  crowded  hall, 
who  hailed  the  decision  with  the  loudest  accla- 

ms^tioiis! 

.  Though  the  title  of  Gentleman  has  thus  been 
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s^Jemnly  placed  wp<m  so  respectaUe  a  fbodag^ 
and  though  there  is  nothing  upon  which  men 
more  pride  themselres  than  that  of  paasiz^  £or 
Gentlemen,  yet  as  I  said  before,  they  do  not  likd 
to  be  formally  denominated  sueh« 

It  seems  to  be  the  fashion  to  consider  A,  B; 
Eeqtm'ef  as  many  degrees  above  A.  B.  Gent^ — 
and  this  has  had  the  effect  of  rendering  the  for^ 
mer  title  too  common.  Upon  which  I  shall  have 
more  to  «ay  hereafter.  At  present  I  shall  go  on 
widi  what  I  haye  to  observe  upon  the  term  Ger^ 
tknum.  One  definition  of  a  Gentleman  amongst 
us,  is  that  of  being  able  to  **  live  without  ma- 
nual labour."  All  such  are  said  to  be  Gentle^ 
ieien  in  England ;  and  perhaps  this  is  as  good  a 
description  as  any  we  could  have.  It  excludes  all 
who  are  dependent  upon  manual  labour  for  their 
maintenance,  and  includes  every  body  else,  how- 
ever distinguished  in  other  particulars.  Selden 
acknowledges  that  it  is  a  title,  concerning  which 
writers  of  all  countries  have  disputed.  The 
author  of  an  ''  Historical  and  critical  History  on 
the  true  rise  of  Nobility,  political  and  civil,** 
observes,  tiiat  in  the  question  of  Nobility,  not 
only  the  ignorant,  but  even  the  learned  alM 
much  «rr,  whilst  they  agree  not  upon  the  proper 
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ngnttcatton  of  the  six  foUoinug  words ;  Eugemh 
HhbUkas^  GeBerosuh  NMUs,  Ivgenum,  GeaiHis, 
iffkich  he  lenders,  ''  Honor  of  birth,  Nobiliiy,  a 
Gentleman,  a  Nobleman,  a  man  free  horn,  a  Gent 
tleman.**  We  have  here,  therefore  two  words 
signifying  Oentkman,  Genemms  and  Gentilis; 
but  it  seems  to  bring  us  no  nearer  to  the  mark> 
lis  t^e  author  himself  indeed  tells  us ;  for  learned 
men  (says  he)  still  differ  about  them  both.  The 
odd  thing  is,  that  the  less  w^  attempt  to  explain 
it,  the  more  it  seems  to  have  in  it.  If  we  go  to 
e^giiain  it,  it  seems  distinct  from,  and  inferior  to^ 
the  tenn  Nobleman ;  but  yet  thei^  is  not  a  Nobhi 
man  upon  earth  probably  who  would  not  resent 
beiog  told  that  he  was  not  a  Gentleman.  GentiUs 
and  NobHii  were  used  by  the  aneients  nearly  in 
Uie  same  sense,  and  we  read  that  Henry  VL 
preated  one  Bernard  Auquin  a  Gentleman,  by  the 
torm  NobSkamus.  Sir  Thomas  Smitii  indeed,  in 
his  book  de  RepuUioA  An^orum,  begins  his  twen«- 
tuHh  chapter  ^'  de  noiHibUi  minomm  gentittm,* 
in  the  following  manner*  *'  Gentlemen,  id  ^A, 
moMes,  sunt,  quos  natalium  smes  dignitasque 
claros  efihciunt.  Gram  etfyevm  dicti.  Latum  no- 
Wles,  Gattia  nobles."  Aaad  his  renuurfcs  upon 
derived  and  inherent  gentility,  are  admirable ;  he 
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Opens  the  door  wide  for  the  admission  of  all  mm 
homines  of  the  latter  description,  (the  *'  Cicerones^ 
Catones,  Mariiqm,'*)  adopting  the. principle  of  JW 
vefuU  in  itd  fullest  extent.  Sat.  VIU. 

"  Malo  Pater  tibi  sit  ThersUts,  dom  modo  tu  gig 
.(E«oid«  ginilis,  Valauii«qiie  •rma  oapeiaag, 
Qaam  Te  ThersU€B  simitem  prodacat  AchilUs," 

Francis  the  First  of  France  is  reported  to  have 
commonly  used  the  asseveration,  **  Foi  de  Gen* 
tilhomme.^  He  had  once  asserted  something  to 
one  of  his  courtiers,  "  Foi  de  Roi,"  which  the 
latter  did  not  appear  to  believe.  Francis  per* 
ceiving  this,  said,  "  Foi  de  Gentilhomme,"  and 
the  courtier  was  perfectly  satisfied. 

"  What  a  Gentleman  is,"  says  Selden  in  his 
Table-talk,  ''  it  is  hard  for  us  to  define :  in  other 
countries  he  is  known  by  his  privileges;  in 
Westminster  Hall  he  is  one  that  is  reputed  one ; 
in  the  Court  of  Honor,  he  that  has  arms.  The 
King  cannot  make  a  Gentleman  of  blood,  (what 
have  you  said  ?)  nor  God  Almighty  ;  but  he  can 
make  a  Gentleman  by  creation.  If  you  ask  which 
is  the  better  of  these  two  ?  civilly,  the  Gentleman 
of  blood;  morally,  the  Gentleman  by  creation  may 
be  better;  for  the  other^may  be  a  debauched 
man,  this  a  Gentleman  of  worth/'  ^  *^ 
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•  "  In  the  beginning  of  Christianity,"  says  the 
Same  author,  '*  the  Fathers  writ  contra  Gtntes^ 
and  contra  Geiitiles.  They  were  all  one;  but 
after  all  were  Christians,  the  better  sort  of  peo* 
pie  still  retained  the  name  of  Gentiles  through- 
6ut  the  four  provinces  of* the  Roman  Empire; 
as  G€9t^i/homme  in  French ;  GentilhvLomo  in  Ita^ 
liiin ;  Gen/»ihuombre  in  Spanish,  and  Genttemnit 
in  English."  But  I  question  tl^  fact ;  for  Cicero 
I  apprehend  in  his  topics,  had  given  us  the  true 
meaning  of  the  term  GeritiKs,  as  it  enters  into 
the  composition  of  the  above  terms  long  before 
the  Fathers  wrote ;  whereas  the  Gentiks  of  the 
latter  were  plainly  the  heathen  nations — tiie 
Greek  eOvoo — the  Hebrew  Go'im.  Cicero's  Gw- 
^iles  were  indeed  proper  Gentlemen,  well*bom  and 
^^«e-bom,  of  a  good  stock  and  kindred,  and  in  all- 
eases  above  the  state  of  servitude.  I  think  it  is 
scarcely  neeessary  to  look  for  any  better  deri-. 
tation  of  the  term.  Gentilis  in  the  Other  sense^ 
wottld  be  in  the  common  language  of  Rome  a 
hofbarian,  in  the  language  of  the  Church  a 
hesthen4  An  old  herald,  Richard  Jhones,  quoted 
by  Archdeacon  Nares,  in  his  Glossary,  article 
Gentle,  sets  down  the  following  ten  qualifications, 
which  a  Gentleman  ought  to  have.     1.  A  good 
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ecmstitution  ;  2.  a  handsome  persoifc ;  3.  a  bold 
aq>eet;  4.  sobriety  and  dbcretion ;  B*  aheikaamnti 
to  eommand ;  6.  vigifamoe  and  patience ;  7.  failk 
and  loyalty;  8.  constancy  and  resolntiooi;  d. 
eharity ;  10.  good  luck  or  foftune«  ''  It  would 
be  happy/'  says  the  learned  GHossarist^  *'  if  9^ 
who  now  call  diemselves  Gerdlemen,  were  so  well 
qualified/^  and  I  quite  agree  with  him. 

As  I  have  in  uioiher  pfoce  shewn  that  ae»* 
cording  to  the  Heralds^  Adtmi  was  the  first  NfH 
hieman,  and  CHibion,  Japhet's  descendant,  the 
first  Knight  1  1  shall  here  add  some  extracti 
firom  a  book,  of  singular  eminence^  to  shew  that 
one  of  the  first  Gentlemen  was  even  Lucifer,  the 
Arch-angel ! ! 

Extracts  from  the  third  Part  of  that  very  cu** 
rious  work,  the  Bake  of  St.  Albans,  I486,  so 
scarce  eren  in  the  days  of  Shakespeare,  as  to  re<^ 
quire  to  be  set  fort&  in  a  new  form  by  Gervam 
MiO'kham,  1596,  as  **  absolutely  neeesBory  and 
behovefull  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  Gtntk*^ 
men  of  this  flourishing  ile,  in  tile  heroieal  and 
excellerd  study  of  amumf.^*  The  extracts  I  gire 
are  from  the  original. 

'*  Insomuch  thatt  all  gentilness  eommys  (^ 
God  of  hfs^yn,  at  hevyn  I  will  begin,  where  wete 
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¥  orderis  of  Aungelis,  and  now  stand  but  IV; 
ftk  catfi  armaris  of  knowlege  encfowned  ful  hj€ 
|inUi  precious  stones,  where  Luctfer  with  mi«- 
liory'a  of  AungeKs  owt  of  hevyn  fell  unto  keU 
imd  odyr  places,  and  ben  boldyn  ther  in  bonagv, 
fudd  all  were  erected  in  hevyn  of  GentUl  nature. 
A  bondman  or  a  churl  wyll  say  all  we  be  cum^ 
tnyn  of  AJbm,  so  Lucifer  with  his  company  may 
say  all  we  be  cummyn  o{ hevyn" 

Next  follows  how  Getttilmen  first  began  on 
earth,  and  how  they  are  to  be  distinguished 
from  Charles ;  or  GenHhmn  from  ungentilmen. 

"  Ther  was  never  Gentibnan  nor  Churle  or- 
deynyd  by  h^nde^  botbe  heAfadre  aixi  fModre, 
Adam  and  Eve  had  nother  fadre  nor  modre,  a'nd 
in  the  sonnys  of  Adam  and  Eve  were  founde 
bothe  Gentilman  and  Churle.  By  the  sonnys  of 
Adam  and  Eve,  (Seth,  Abell  and  Cayn,)  devyded 
was  the  roya//  blode  from  the  m^entill;  a  bro-» 
fher  to  siey  hia  brother  contrary  to  law,  where 
might  he  more  ungeviilmss  ?  (What  could  be  more 
WMgerUlmianfy  or  vik  ?  in  Markham's  edition.) 
Byjtbatdyd  Cm^m  become  %ehurle,  and  all  hi9 
offspring  after  hym,  by  cursing  of  God  and  hii^ 
6wn  fadre  Adam»  and  Seth  was  made  a  Gerttil- 
man  thorow  biff  fadre's  and  modre's  blessing. 
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and  df  the  offspring  of  Seth,  Noe  came  a  g^ttif- 
man  by  Icynde.  Among  Noah's  3  sons,  Cham^ 
^em  ^md  J&phet,  the  two  latter  were  Geniihnen, 
hut  Cham  a  proper  Ckurie/'  I  am  sorry  to  say 
we  Europeans  have  to  rne  this,  if  the  Boke  of 
St.  Alban's  be  correct ;  for  thus  is  Noe  made  to 
curse  his  son  Cham. 

"  Now  to  thee  I  give  my  curse  wycked  kaytiff 
for  ever,  and  I  give  to  thee  the  northe  parte  of 
the  worlde  to  drawe  thyne  habitacion,  for  ther 
schall  it  be,  where  sorow  and  care,  cold  and  mys- 
chef  as  a  Churle  thow  shalt  have,  in  the  thirds 
parte  of  the  worlde  wich  schall  be  caldie  Europe, 
that  is  to  say,  the  centre  of  Churlys. 

**  Japeth  cum  hyder  my  sonne,  I  made  the  a 
Gentilman  to  the  weste  part  of  the  worlde,  and  to 
the  Occident  end  when  as  welth  tod  grace  shall 
be  so,  then  thyr  habitacion  shall  be  to  take  that 
other  thirde  parte  of  the  worlde,  wich  schall  b^ 
oalde^^a,  that  is  to  say,  the  contre  of  GeMiU 
men,  and  Sem  my  son  also,  a  Gentilman,  the 
oryente  thow  shalt  take,  that  other  theirde  parte 
of  th6  worlde  wich  shall  be  calde  Africa,  that  is 
to  say,  the  contre  of  tempurnes. 

"-Of  th6  offspryng  of  the  GentiJman  Japhetb 
com^  Hal^aham,    Moises,    Aron,   and  the  pro^ 
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fettjfs,  and  also  tke  Kyi%  of  the  right  lyi^e  of 
Mary,  of  whom  that  gmtibmm  Jhesms  was  borne 
very  God  and  man ;  after  his  manhode  kyng  of 
the  lorde  of  Jwk  and  of  Jnes  gentilmm,  by  it 
modre  Mary,  prynce  of  cote  annure."  In  ano- 
ther place  we  read  '^Criste  was  a  Gentybnan  of 
Us  moder  be  hahre/  and  bare  coiarnmre  of  aunse-* 
tune." 

This  Author  or  Authoress,  (for  it  seems  doubt' 
ful  who  actually  wrote  this  third  part  of  the 
Boke  of  St  Alban's)  establishes  ''  IX  artikelis 
of  Gentilnes,  V  of  them  amorows  and  iiij  sove- 
rayn." 

"  The  V  amorows,  lordeli  of  cowntenawnce, 
treteable  in  language,  wyse  in  ansv^e,  perfite  in 
gowemawnce,  and  cherefuU  to  faythfulness.  The 
^  iiij  soverayn,  boxom  to  Goddis  byddyng,  know- 
ying  his  own  birth  in  beryng,  and  to  drede  his 
aoverayn  to  oflfende.'* 

There  be  (according  to  this  right  admirable 
book)  **  Nyne  maner  of  Gentylmen'* 

**  There  is  a  Gentylman  of  auncetre  and  of 
blade,  and  there  is  a  Gentylman  of  bloode,  ther 
is  a  Gentylman  of  coot  armure,  and  thos  be  three, 
oon  of  the  kyt^s  bage,  another  of  a  lordship,  and 
the  thei^  is  o(  kyllyng  a  saryson,  and  ther  is  a 

VOL.  II.  c 
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Get^^hnan  mUtyaU,  «iid  ther  is  a  Gmtybnm 
ypwrasei,  and  ther  is  a  Gentyinan  spmftualL 
and  ther  is  also  a  Genhflman  sperituall  and  tettti 

rortiir 

This  is  certainly  a  carious  specimen  of  ancient 
heraldry,  and  seems  to  preclude  all  further  mn 
quiries  concerning  the  title  of  Gentleman,  which 
as  an  addition  of  estate  in  law>  was  adjudged  to 
he  a  good  addition,  under  the  terms  GentiUs. 
Homo,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IIL  But  it  could 
not  have  been,  (one  would  think,)  a  very  good 
addition,  if  Gentilis  meant  either  a  heatheh  or  a 
barbarian*  I  am  persuaded  we  ought  to  adopt 
Cicero's  interpretation  of  the  word.  Though 
there  is  $till  another  derivation  of  the  term  Oen-» 
tleman,  which  I  shall  just  mention,  as  it  seems 
to  bring  the  Gentleman  and  the  Esquire  so  nearly 
upon  a  footing.  Towards  the  declension  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  according  to  Amsniaaus  Marcel- 
linus,  there  were  two  companies  of  brave  sol*p 
diers,  the  one  called  GentiUum,  and  the  other 
Scutariorum ;  the  names  of  Gentleman  and  E$qtdre 
are  supposed  to  be  derived  from  these.  The 
Gauls,  according  to  Pasquier,  perceiving  that 
these  ScutarU  and  Gentiles  obtained  the  best  ap* 
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pohttments,  teneme^tfi,  &£•  biscatnef  afx^oBtomeel 
insensibly  to  apply  the  same  Hsmes^  iGemlUr> 
hommes  and  Ecuyers^  to  aiich  as  were  most  no** 
ticed  by  the  Kings.— In  the  Preface  to  his  Tales 
tf  Honor,  Selden  has  something  upon  tiie  B«bN 
ject  tiiat  should  not  be  omitted.  ^*  He  that  id 
both %vys)tm  and  TefWMs^  i.e.  bodi  descended  from 
truly  noble  parentage,  and  widial  following  their 
steps,  or  adding  to  the  name,  is  the  Qbntl!|man» 
that  may  lawfully  glory  in  his  title.  !l^t  the 
ancestors'  Nobility  in  a  degenerating  Issue,  gives 
no  more  true  glory,  than  Phoebus  his  name  did 
to  Sixtus  Quintus. 

"  pent  omnis  in  illo 

MobiliUs,  cojtts  lams  est  hi  origiae  8(4a." 

LOCAS. 

Qentlemen  in  Gh^eee  he  tells  us  were  called 
ct/vargiSosf,  i.  e.  descended  from  worthy  paren- 
tage, which  was  noted  in  the  particular  names 
of  theUr  noble  tribes,  as  in  Athens,  Pandianidtt, 
Acamof^ida,  Heraclidis,  &c.  To  complete  their 
character,  there  was  to  be  a  coucurrence  of  Tiwf, 
^Boiiieui,  and  xpi^av  smjSai^tarm  evmSaa,  birth,  edu- 
cation, and  continual  affectation  of  good  man- 
ners. Generosui  mdeed  in  Latin,  was  ofiten  ap- 
plied to  beasts,  trees,  fruits,  &c.  with  reference 
c2 
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to  the  good  stock  whence  they  came.  Tie  Dutch 
hare  a  good  word  for  Generosus  in  this  sense, 
Wellgeboren,  welUbom. 

Let  these  titles  of  Gentleman  and  Esquire, 
however,  come  from  whence  they  will,  they  seem 
to  be  so  confounded  in  modem  use  and  applica- 
tion, as  to  be  no  longer  distinguishable.  A  rich 
Tailor  retired  from  business,  is  not  contented 
with  passing  for  a  Gentleman,  he  must  be  an 
Esquire  also;  he  becomes  both  Armiger  and 
Scutifer  too,  without  the  aid  of  the  Heralds,  and 
if  he  set  up  his  carriage,  has  his  shield  and 
escutcheon,  or  (what  may  seem  more  appropri- 
ate,) his  coat  of  arms,  to  paint  upon  the  pannels, 
as  proudly  as  the  Duke  of  Norfolk*  Formerly 
the  heralds  or  antiquaries  used  to  be  at  least  ap- 
plied to,  to  help  these  novi  homines,  in  their  pre- 
tensions to  Gentility,  living  or  dead. 

In  Walker's  History  of  Independency,  is  an 
.account  of  one  "  Cornelius  Holland,  a  Servant  of 
the  Vanes,  who  got  so  much  wealth  in  those  days 
otmock  Gentilism,  as  to  make  him  saucy  enough 
to  hire  William  Lilly,  and  other  pamphleteers  to 
derive  his  pedigree  from  John  Holland,  Duke  of 
Exeter,  although  it  be  known  he  was  originally 
a  link-boy.^' 
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In  Steele's  Fimeral,  or  Grirf  Akanode,  there 
i»  a  good  fling  at  these  soi-^isant  Gentleoien  ot 
Eiquires.  The  Serrant  of  Sable  the  Undertaker. 
»  introduced^  as  saying, 

"  Sir,  I  had  come  sooner,  but  I  went  to  the. 
Hearald's  for  a  coat  of  arms,  for  Alderman  father* 
grease,  that  died  last  night.  He  has  prcmiisedto 
invent  one  against  to-morrow. 

'*  Sabk,  Ah !  deuce  take  some  of  our  cits ;  the 
&rst  thing  after  their  death  is  to  take  care  of  their 
birth.  Let  him  bear  Sipair  of  stockings,  for  he  is 
the  first  of  the  family,  that  ever  wore  one/*       .   v 

These  things  are  more  easily  accomplished  at 
present  5  not,  however,  by  the  aid  of  the  College* 
though  Hudibras  saucily  says, 
i'      ■     .  >  .        - 


-An  Herald 


And, 


Can  make  a  Gentleman  scarce  a  Tear  old 

To  be  desoended  of  a  race 

Of  aocienl  Kings  in  a  small  space,) 

F<Nr  a  piece  ftf  coin. 

Twist  an  J  Name  into  the  line. 


At  present,  similarity  of  name  is  quite  enough  to 
lead  any  man  to  conclude  At97»e^  to  be  a  branch 
i^some  very  ancient  or  noble  stock,  and  if  occa- 
l&ion  arise,  to  assume  the  arms  appropriate  to 
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fi^ttdll  faouKet^  without  any  appeal  to  the  Heralds' 
Offiee ;  tuot  -^oaaM  any  AUetman  Ggthn^gremsep 
litring  in  affluence^  be  withoat  such  maika  and 
symbols  on  his  plate,  seals,  carriages,  &o«  with,  noi 
higher  avtbority  perhaps  than  his  own  fancy  and 
oonkimt;  &oagh  if  you  werd  to  ask  him  ahoiit 
hk  genealogy^  he  could  scarcely  perka|^  go  ea 
far  back  as  to  his  father's  father. 

This  asBumptioQ  of  tons  on  the  mere  glound 
of  a  similarity  of  namei,  is  extremely  objetation* 
able.  The  plan  of  the  siockings  would  be  better 
for  the  distinguishing  auth  hcvi  Ho9tdfm  :  admit-* 
ting  to  easily  of  augmetitatiom,  aa  the  fanuly  rose 
highf^r;  qo  timt  for  instance,  if  any  Alderman 
should  take  a  pair  of  stoekingSf  as  being  the  first 
of  his  family  who  wore  them,  his  next  heir  might 
arrive  at  boats  and  spurs,  and  the  family  in  two 
or  three  generations  be  honored  with  a  sidelong 
helmet  as  an  established  ensign  of  Squiralty — 
but  by  degrees:  not  jumping  at  once  into  such 
distinctions,  by  any  accidental  coincidence  of 
names ;  for  which  the  mere  index  to  any  book 
of  Heraldry  would  aorve;  and  olten  I  fitocy  df)es 
aervew  if  the  truth  were  known*  Of  cowsie*  I 
am  not  ol^ecting  to  any  aasitmption  oS  anDB^ 
that  may  have  the  countenance  and  support  of 
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geneiEib^/BB  well  a«  name:  but  I  think  a.  oc^« 
cid«ee  of  imme,  without  any  known  claims  of 
kindced,  insufficient  to  vrarrant  the  assumptioil 
of  arms^  preyionsly  appropmted  to  noble  or  an-' 
oientfrnmiUes^  certainly  not  without  the  expmiM 
stttctioa  of  t]»  College,  which  in  its  proceeding* 
en  such  occasions,  m  not,  I  am  persuaded,  ca^ 
pable  of  being  induced  by  the  utmost  fees  of 
d£be>  $o  ''  twist  oMgf  name  into  the  liixd/'  lii 
araigntnganns  to  proper  novi  Junmnis,  the  heralds 
ttay  be  compelled  occasionally  to  momti  but  I 
hare  the  utmost  reason  giTen  me  to  believe,  dias 
in  tracinggeaealogies^  or  examining  claims^  sub- 
milted  to  iheir  jurisdiction,  no  coasideratkn 
u|Mn  eardi  would  induce  them  to  faUify, 
^  In  the  old  and  very  curious  description  of 
IidhBlDd  in  HidUmhed,  there  is  a  formal  com^ 
plaint  made  of  the  tridts  played  upon  the  family 
of  **  Qitald  Fitx-Girald,  Erie  of  Kildare,'*  much 
to  Ae  purpose.  "  The  corrupt  orthographie 
Ait  divers  use  in  writing  this  name,  doth  in-» 
eorpdrate  it  to  houses  thereto  linked  in  no  kin^* 
(feede.— -Some  write  Gerolde,  sundry  GtrdUe, 
divers  very  corruptly  Crtrrot,  others  Gerarde; 
but  die  true  orthographie  is  Giralde,  as  may  ap- 
pear by  Oiraldus  Cambrensis  and  others.  Divers 
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efttrauRge  houses  have  also  b»ie  shxdted  in 
among  this  fiEtmilie,  by  simdry  Gef^fenmi  tjkm^ 
Waning  of  their  children,  and  calHng  tbem'Gi* 
riddeSf  diough  Uieir  sonmmes  were  of  other 
hottsesi  and  if  after  it  happened  that  CUrM  hwi 
iesue  T/umu^,  John,  RfAert,  or  such  lyke,  then 
they,  would  bear  the  surname  of  CtirM,  as  Tho» 
kaas  FitZ'-Giraldt  and  thus  within  two  or  tfcree 
discetiliesy  they  shoove  themselvies  among  iht 
kiadrede  of  the  GiraUmet.  This  is  a  genend 
leiult  ia  Ireland  and  Wales^and  a  great  coBfiisio& 
^d  extinguishment  of  houses/' 
.  Periiaps  the  English  baye  most  reason,  to 
complain  of  the  Fitz^s  and  Ajp*s  of  Irefamd  aakl 
Wales,  inasmuch  as  they  may  have  been  robbed 
t>f  Uie  credit  and  glory  accruing  to  some  of  the 
first  families  in  both  countries ;  for  let  the  Irish 
be  as  proud  as  they  please  of  th^ir  Fitz-Gerald^ 
Giraidus  Cambrensis^  who  was  one  of  the  tme 
race,  and  who  lived  in  Henry  the  Second*s  time» 
expressly  says  in  his  History  of  Irelaad,  after 
sundry  encomiums  on  the  GeraUines,  ''  this  &^ 
mily  is  English/' 

It  is  but  fair  I  think  that  we  should  reclaim 
these  illustrious  wanderers,  the  Oeraldiaefe,  the 
very  beads  at  this  moment  of  the  Irish  NoMity^ 
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MpeciidliF  fts  eten  h&s  Omce  of  Leinstes  has  two 
strong  mutkA  of  an  frtsbman  upon  hiaa^  iheFkz 
in  his  name,  and  the  Crom  a  Bdo  in  his  motto. 
If  any  may  dispnte  the  claim  of  England,  the 
fitor^itines  perhaps  have  the  best  tight  to  diem. 
A^  this  by  the  bye.    At  all  events  they  were 
Kiglisli  be^re  they  became  Irish,  how  much 
soever  it  may  offend  the  pride  of  the  lattar, 
idnongst  whom  we  should  all  have  been  reckoned 
m^e  churks  or  bobdeaghs/^ccording  to  the  fbl- 
Jowing  curious  account  in  Stanihurst — *'  The 
Irisheman  standeth  so  much  upon  his  gentiHtie, 
that  he  termeth  any  one  of  the  English  sept, 
and  planted  in  Irelande  Bobdeagh  Ealteagh,  that 
is  English  Churle;  but  if  he  is  an  Englishman 
borti,  dien  he  nameth  hym,  Bobdeagh  Sactonnegh, 
thtit  is,  a  Saxon  Churle:  m  that  both  are  Churks^ 
and  he  the  onely  Gentleman ;  and  thereupon  if 
tile  basest  peasant  of  them  name  hymselfe  with 
hys  superior,  he  vrill  be  sure  to  place  hymselfe 
first,  as  I  and  O'Neile,  I  and  you,  I  and  he, 
1  and  my  master."  According  to  this  statement, 
a  wild  Irish  peasant  (for  it  is  of  the  wild  Irish 
the  historian  is  speaking)  might  still  be  expected 
to  toy,  I  and  the  Duke  of  Leinster ;  for  in  his 
origin,  the  latter  is  decidedly  but  a  Bobdeagh 
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JSdtei^>  or  ED^iiih  Cimfk^  jthough  pediaps  Hb 
Grace  himself  may  bare  ae^r  Ihougbt  about  it. 
It  is  a  curious  compliment  to  asa  Eogliab  Gkm-k, 
to  be  placed  at  the  very  bead  of  the  Iri«h  Nobi* 
IjH^,  Surely  we  may  majrk  this  as  a  wUd  Imh 
heraldic  (monmfy* 

tions^lf  our  Heoralds  uiied  to  l^e  s^iit  out 
upoa  Cirmiit$  by  the  Earl  jifimhaf,  to  compUe« 
ammge  and  register  Geneolqff€$,  particularly  la 
t|i0  xe^ns  of  Henry  IV^  and  his  guccessw9« 
And  ther^  appears  to  have  hw^  due  and  p*Op^ 
proriaion  made,  for  eleyating  the  des^rvii^ir;  as 
well  as  degradiv^  t^e  unworthy*    And  it  affords 
an  admirable  proof  of  the  adyancement  of  liberty 
in  this  country,  to  observe  that  at  luth  visita- 
tions.  many  of  iman  origin,  but  possessed  of 
coimierabk  property^  were  brought  into  notice, 
and  procured  entries  of  themselves  to  be  made^ 
(npt  as  the  mere  ikreck  of  some  utUig^ed  coat) 
but  as  the  founders  of  modem  families^*    This  was 
quite  right,  supposing  their  wealth  to  have  been 
honestly  and  creditably  acquired.    It  served  to 
breakdown  the  distinction  between  the  civil  and 
the  military,  to  raise  the  commonalty  or  third 
£^ate^  (if  I  may  call  it  so,)  consistently  with 
the  changes  that  had  taken  place,  in  the  decline 
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of  ll»  iindal  sysleiiit  cxteamn  of  cdmmeroe^ 
aiid  adBttBsicm  of  cktseoB  and  boatgeddes  into 
die  Nmiiooal  Assembly.  And  there  was  so  mneb 
strictness,  and  authority  in  these  pioteedings^ 
duit  ^  to  bear  anie  i^gnes  or  tokens  of  ahnes  or 
detices  in  escocheoiis^  tafgM$,  btumer$,  peunons, 
skuulatd,  or  in  anie  ioMOiner  of  wise  at  anie  tone, 
ndthowte  being  authorized  so  to  do  by  Cbtrm* 
mux,  King  of  Anns,  &c»  &c.*'  subjected  the 
offswler  to.  imprisonment  and  fine  at  the. King's 
pleaMre*  Nor  were  the  Heralds  alloiwed  lo 
"  geye  or  graunt  armes  to  anie  yyle  or  diahcmest 
occupation  in  anie  wyge/'  The  £ees  settled  by 
the  Earl  Marshal  were  not  exorbitant^  which 
gave  a  greater  facility  to  this  new  order  of  men^ 
^  assume  their  proper  ratik  in  societyi 

To  shew  the  fair,  equitable,  and  creditable 
grounda  upon  which  the  Heralds  pvooeeded^  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  transcribe  a  concession  of 
aima  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII.  (1542> 
ihaX  all  may  know,  what,  according  to  the  just 
pnn<iples  of  Heraldry,  is  held  to  constitute  9 
pifoi^r  Ei^lish  Gentleman  or  Armiger. 

"  To  all  crysiten  people  thise  present  letters 
•eying  or  herying.  I  Chrysiofer  Barker,  esquier, 
K.  0«  <tf  armes,  &c*— send  due  and  humble  re^ 
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commendation^  See. — ^Bqnite  willeth  and  reuoH 
ordeyneth  that  yertuomse  men  of  commendbble 
disposition  be  by  their  merUes  had  in  perpetuali 
memorie  for  their  good  name  and  fame,  and  not 
only  all  they  in  their  persones  in  this  mortall 
lyffe  so  bryeve  and  transitory,  but  also  after 
theym  all  those  that  of  their  bodies  shall  dUh- 
oende  and  procreate  to  be  in  all  places  of  honor 
and  worship  emong  other  noble  men  to  be  re- 
nowned,  reputed,  taken  and  accepted,  by  shew- 
yng  certeyn  ensignes  and  denkmstracions  <tf 
honnour  and  noblesse,  that  is^  to  witt  of  armes, 
hebne,  and  creest,  with  their  appnrtenaunce,  to 
the  entent  that  by  their  example  other  men  shall 
the  more  enforce  themselfs  perseverantly  to  use 
their  time  in  honourable  werkes  and  vertooiiB 
deeds,  for  to  purchase  and  get  the  renonne  of 
ancient  nobleness  in  their  lyne  and  posterite — 
and  therefore  I  the  sayde  Gor^terprincypallKyng 
of  Armes  of  English-men — am  veryly  infovurmed 
and  advertised  that  Thomas  Sell  of  Gloucester, 
Gentilman,  hath  long  contynowed  in  vertue  and 
in  all  his  actes  and  other  his  affaires  hath  right 
worshipfuUy  guyded  and  governed  himself  so 
that  he  hath  deserved  and  is  well  worthy  from 
hensfourth,  he  and  his  posteryte  to  be  in  all 
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plttees  of  honnomr  and  warship  admytted  re- 
nioUBed  accompted  noambred  accepted  and  re- 
cejraed  into  the  noumbre  and  of  the  company  of 
other  auncyent  Gentihnen — and  therefore  by  the 
?ertue  power  and  authorite  unto  myne  office, 
8cc.  appurteyningy  have  devysed  ordeyned  and 
assigned  unto  and  for  the  said  Thomas  Bell  the 
armes  hdmt  creest  in  maner  and  fourme  follow^ 
ing,  that  is  to  say,  Sylver  a  cUveran  betweene 
iii  Aawkes  bells  goules.  Upon  the  chiyeron  ii 
gymmells  of  the  fylde  a  chief  goules,  a  lyeur  be* 
tweene  ii  martUtts  sylver.  Upon  his  creste  a 
htmde  holdyng  a  possaxe  asure  the  helve  goules 
the  sieve  goules.  The  cuffe  golde  sette  on  a 
wret^  golde  and  asure  the  manteletts  goules 
lyned  sylver,  botoned  gold." 

I  have  given  the  full  blazonry  of  the  arms, 
persuaded  that  they  must  be  grand  enough  to 
encourage  any  man  to  *^  guyde  and  govern  him- 
self ri^t  wurshippefuUy"  all  the  days  of  his  life^ 
8  bells,  2  Gymmells,  1  lyeur  and  2  Martletts,  a  blue 
possaxe,  gold  cuffs,  &c.  &c.  &c. ! ! 

But  I  shall  offer  one  more  specimen  of  the 
BKMrality  of  ancient  Heraldry,  from  Sir  John  Feme's 
Works;  particularly  from  the  Dialogues  intro- 
duced between  the  six  following  Interlocutors, 
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Paradimu,  the  Herald. 

Tarquatus,  a  Knighi. 

Tkeohgus,  a  Dwine. 

Bartholus,  a  Lawyer. 

Berosus,  an  Antiquary. 

CoUumen,  a  Plowman* 
In  one  of  these  Torquatus  asks  PartuUmn, 
*'  Doth  your  Heraldrie  prefenre  a  fiew  Crismtlewum, 
which  by  tiie  industrie  of  his  rertues,  hath  oIh 
teyned  to  be  so  calted,  before  those  of  aundent 
bkmdr 

To  which  Petradinm  the  Herald  without  hesi- 
tation replies,  ^  Yea  certesse,  as  touching  the 
yexie  essentiall  substance  of  noblenesse.  If 
your  Gentleman  of  Uoud  be  without  Tertue,  not 
shewing  foorth  desert  or  merit,  befitting  Ae 
place  which  he  possesseth."  The  dialogue  con- 
tinues. 

TorqueUm.  Should  he  then  be  accounted  more 
worthie  noble  then  the  other,  whose  (3entrie  is 
confirmed  by  the  succession  of  many  ages  ?  or 
is  it  reason  that  a  neuxame  should  disturbe  him 
from  so  auncient  a  possession  wherein  his  aun- 
cestors  have  lived  with  fame ;  when  as  this  sonne 
of  the  earth  come  from  an  unkowen  Generation 
was  in  obscuritie?    I  have  heard,  that  the  enhe- 
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ritance  of  the  aoncestorg  Oeatrie^  both  by  the 
lawes^  no  less  appertaine  to  the  heire,  than  the 
heritage  of  his  possessions. 

Paradinm.  This  is  true,  the  unworthy  s0tme 
of  the  avncimt  hou8e>  is  suffered  as  I  sayd^  ia 
challenge  the  honor  of  his  bloud»  although  nn^ 
w<»rthely :  Notwithstanding,  I  hold  as  before, 
that  such  a  person,  whidi  wanting  the  provoca^ 
tbns  of  the  domestical!  examples  of  his  aunces-» 
torn,  being  in  obscure  and  base  degree,  and 
without  liborall  or  honest  education,  and  yet, 
hath  through  yertue,  so  much  prevailed  against 
tbi^malignitie  of  fortune,  that  his  fSunily,  before 
Ittdden  in  the  dust,  and  obscured  with  ignobi* 
Utie,  should  from  thencefaorth  be  cleped  Hobk^ 
deserveth  rather  to  be  called  noble  then  the 
other :  which  although  he  be  of  gentle  byrth, 
and  having  notable  furtherances  to  vertue ;  as 
first,  the  enterview  of  that  noble  estate,  which 
his  forefathers  did  before  him  possesse :  se- 
condly, a  liberall  education:  and  lastly,  the 
expectation  of  the  multitude,  (all  of  which  or 
any  of  these,  bringeth  with  them  a  poynant 
pricke  to  drive  a  sluggish  nature,  to  the  em*^ 
bra<dog  of  vertue)  yet  neverthelesse  exhibiteth 
no  desert  or  merit  of  vertue.   Therefore,  to  stand 
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upoa  the  bare  ptnd  rude  title  of  nobl^esse^  and  tbat 
he,  is  a  Gentleman  of  aundent  Uoud  este^ukiff 
those  most  worthie  of  the  rest,  which  can  b«t 
only  shew  u/»  a  long  succession  of  thdr  naaote^ 
we  .shall  therein  I  say  approuve  ourselTes,  ney-^ 
ther  well  taught  Philosophers,  ne  yet  well  re- 
formed Christians.". — ^And  after  setting  forth  €k& 
claims  of  Gentlemen  to  the  display  of  arms  ^nd. 
ensigns  at  their  funerells,  he  adds,  ''  all  whioh 
are  denied  to  the  ungentle  person,  whose  estate 
and  life,  the  laws  have  esteemed  so  base,  ih^ 
they  deeme  him  not  wortbie  of  memoriall,  but 
that  his  name  shall  end  with  his  life,  and  no 
man  shall  see  the  steps  of  his  way,  no  more  then 
the  furrows  of  a  shippe  is  discerned  in 'the  swal- 
lowing gulphes  of  the  ocean." 

I  shall  beg  leave  still  to  introduce  anotiier 
specimen  of  the  moral  allegories  of  the  Heralds^ 
from  old  Qerard  Legh's  Accedence  of  Armoucie, 
1668 ; — as  follows :  *'  And  after  he  had  thus 
shewed  me  thorder  of  his  studie,  he  ledde  m^ 
towardes  the  pallace  of  his  Prince,  to  passe  the 
tyme  wyth  pleasure,  and  by  the  way  began  to 
tell  me  a  tale,  the  effect  whereof  I  will  recite. 
A  Gentleman  (quod  he)  named  Desire,  walking 
for  his  pastaunce  in  the  fayre  fieldes,  beeholding 
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die  bewttfuU  dmp^s.  of  dame  natures  deckyngeft; 
iNNleoly  felt  the  aire  of  pleasaunt  EohtSt  the 
breath  of  Fame,  who  sweetely  recounted  to  him 
dame  Bewtie*s  giftes,  whyche  done,  as  he  eo* 
denly  came,  so  likewise,  vanished  unknowen» 
whereat  the  Gentlemen  not  a  little  manreiled. 
En  whyehe  amaze,  Gouernattme  him  saluted  say- 
ing, be  not  aghast,  for  I  Gouemaunce  shall  be 
your  sheilde,  smd  even  yonder  cometh  Grace^ 
who  also  will  bee  your  protectour,  Whetewith 
Grace  likewise,  him  embraced,  I  thanke  you 
both>  (sayeth  the  Gentleman)  I  was  somewhat 
aatoiiied  at  the  sodaine  comming,  and  retourrie 
of  Eohis,  'till  comforted  by  Gouemaunce^-^Bhd  I 
tqofce  my  so  happy  chaunce  to  meete  yciu 
here^  whome  so  long  I  desyred  to  see.  WeU» 
saitibi  G(nienmmce,  seing  we  are  so  well  mette» 
we  will  this  faire  daye  (wherein  Pkebus  sheweth 
himBelfe)  walke  for  our  recreation  to  the  tower 
of  Dodrine,  whether  when  they  came,  comehfe 
cmmienance  the  portres,  frindly  them  saluted, 
and  re<|uired  them  to  passe  in,  taking  Couem^ 
ounce  by  the  hand,  and  conveide  them  to  th' 
artes  liberall:  where  dame  CongruUie  receaved 
Desire  wnth  his  companions  :  and  them  instructed 
in  all  thorders  of  there  house — and  after  a  time 
VOL.  II.  n 
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ihey  kid  ihss  «iiideii  Aere,  Demv  ehauneed  10 
ei^ye  dik«ie  JSMcljf  t>aiMiftg  to  and  fro  in  til* 
lower  6(  Solace,  Whom  he  dmestly  bdiolding^ 
praii^  MOiuch  her  CMkXy  shaipe  and  widked  her 
company^  myndinge  to  presfte  fortii  into  Jidf 
{mi36nee>  -  and  ready  to  enter  in  at  the  doore, 
J}dung&f  depa&nted  hia  bUishinge  £tee>  and 
wbild  not  suffer  him  to  approdie^  wheoewith  be 
reeeated  Griefe.  For  remdye  herein  hee  nzadi^ 
aait  to  Coumell,  declaring  that  with  behoidingt 
Mewtye  hee  was  entrE4>ped  unwares,  and  deayr^ 
ouk  t'  acquaint  himselfe  wi^  her  qualitiesy  h# 
thongbte  to  offer  her  his  services.  Buttiarfist 
backe  by  Dmc^er,  durst  Hot  attempt  his  sute* 
Cemn^I  bade  htm  not  dispaire^  though  4a^nia 
Daunger  and  fnmard  Fortune  had  geven  him^ne** 
pulse.  The  meanes  herein  (saith  he)  to  ^ye 
Aem  is  taoquainte  your  selfe  with  wisdome,  mhost 
swaye  is  suohe^  in  this  courts  that  dayntye 
Daunger  wyth  her  fbwmate  Fortum,  dare  not 
appeare  in  his  presence,  for  hee  Hfeth  alofte, 
suche  as  to  hym  seemeth  good,  and  treadethe 
downe  theire  darelings  like  weakelinges,  voyde 
6f  any  refuge.  Therefore,  whoso  will  pleasure 
IfHnne,  let  him  mihtoisdome  firste  beginne,  "and 
then  no  doubte   your   Ladi/e  will  pitie  your 
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lahlisilieiiarte,  tbat  lov^  perx»ih  tot  j"  ^       A 

But  to  return,  in  iregaM  to  /bE  p«d)Ue  iMiiQre 
iM  d]s(;&oli3an8»  wh^evier  they  fireJmdgeAito  be 
proper  <»r  nec^ssietry,  tk^  fiiotM  /dhdoubtedJ^ 
be  kept  u»}er  due  irqgulttlkiii^  /there  bekig  mfh 
tiiiiig  80  conuddn  lio  masfs  a^ure^  as  <to  im&b 
too  much  of  himself,  and  c<HiBequently^  thoi^ 
im  would  hot  discomrage  his  eadeavoi^fi  tdt^c- 
quiie  honor  and  digtinctidn,  .we  woiiM  4n  noiaatf^ 
fttanee  leave  it  to  hisb^ii  ai'bitvament,  btot^to^Ae 
pvoper'kuthbrities,  to  assign  his  partacidar  rrak 
and  station. 

I^Wis  XI.  <^  Frittce,  to  ten^^biitaasdf  lindcf^^ 
)]^hdent  of  tbe  Nobks,  did  miich  to  encourage 
irtjUte  and  iRanktfactuiks^  tod  those  'vAlo  pursued 
such  callings ;  so  as  even  to  kdmit  them  to>hi6 
tMde,  ^teeming  them  more,  a^  he  used  to  say, 
i^nlai^  and  useless  Gentlemen.  A  eelrtaitk 
M<m3hant  nvhom  he  had  thus  dj»tinguiilhed,  ap^ 
(didl  to  k^n  fdr  letters  of  \Nobility.  'Bie  King 
granted  them  immediately,  but  never  afternKavds 
\mik  Ih^  least  notice  of  him ;  **  Go  your  iv^ys, 
ifr.  Gekitleinan;"  saad  tibis  shrewd  MonarehiW 
Mm,  ^  ivhen  I  permitted  you  to  sH  at;my  tabk^ 
d2 
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I  lookied  upon  you  as  theirs*  man  of  your  e6ii« 
dition  in  life;  now  that  you  are  become  dio 
last,  I  should  act  unjustly  to  my  Nobility,  if  I 
continued  to  do  you  the  same  honor/' 

It 'is  this  propensity  to  assume  a  higher  rank 
than  actually  belongs  to  us^  that  has  produced 
fHAongst  us,  in  all  probability,  such  a  number  of 
Esquires,  and  depreciated  in  the  same  degree 
the  raiik  of  Gentleman.  .5 

Hough  some  of  our  orders  of  Precedence 
make  mention  only  of  ISsquires  by  creation  m 
office,  there  are  no  doubt  Esquires  by  birth  ;  a| 
the  eldest  sons  of  Knights,  '' and  their  etdes/  sow 
in  succession,**  and  indeed  all  the  sons  of  ouf 
Nobility:  though  the  eldest  may  by  courtesy 
be.  called  Marquesses,  Earls,  or  Viscounts.  This 
aerves  to  shew,  that  at  all  events  the  rexifc  <if 
Esquire  ought  not  to  be  trifled  with,  or  assume^ 
without  authority.  They  were  undoubtedly 
in  the  ages  of  Chivalry  the  Scutiferi  or  Arml- 
geri  of  the  Knights.  They  bore  their  shield, 
lance,  or  other  weapons,  in  virtue  probably  of 
the  nature  of  their  landed  property,  which  they 
held  in  scutage  of  the  Knight,  as  the  latter  held 
his  of  the  King  by  military  service.  The  Spanish 
Mdalgo,  according  to  Smollett  in  his  ndtes^  to 
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Ban  Quixote/  much  resembled  our  Esquire, 
ngnifying  in  its  literal  acceptation  the  Son  of 
Something,  in  contradiction  to  those  who  were 
the  Sons  of  Nothing. — In  this  howevelr  I  think 
he  must  have  been  a  little  mistaken,  because 
&Ottgh  a  man  might  not  be  an  Hidalgo  de  San^ 
gre,  or  nobly  born,  he  might,  even  as  a  Son  of 
Ifothing,  be  made  an  Hidalgo  de  Privilegio  *.— • 
I  fear  Sancho  Panza  was  a  true  Esquire  only  in 
segard  to  his  services,  holding  na  land  in  scutage, 
tatd  being  but  a  Son  of  Nothing ;  nevertheless 
perhaps  he  was  more  entitled  to  the  name  and 
i^pellation,  than  most  of  our  English  Esqmres: 
for  as  I  observed  before,  almost  every  body 
nowf^-days,  who  has  no  higher  title,  would  pass 
fol*  an  Esquire;  not  that  this  is  indeed  any  new 
a^siua^ption,  as  we  may  learn  from  the  admirable 
Lucubrations  of  Mr.  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  (himself 
fin  Esquire,)  who  in  the  19th  number  of  the 
Tatlef,  dated  so  long  ago  as  May  the  24th^ 
1709,  thus  feelingly  laments  the  great  breach  of 

.  *  IiMroed,  derer,  and  ingwioaB  penont^  it  would  appear,  need  be 
reryUtUe  eoncerned  about  their  ancestry,  according  to  the  following, 
remark  in  the  Miaui^uma.  *'  Les  scavans,  doirent  les  piqoer  d'etre 
fit  de  lenrs  propres  oavrages."  An  excellent  description  of  a  UUrwry 
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Older  alid  decoroin  in  this  partiouhur,  and  in 
t^m^,  wkkb  witit  a  Kttle  aUowanoe,  might  b6 
\$A\  xnad«  to  apply  to  the  present  times.  Tli^ 
imhiplicit^  of  itiodern  }>eriodi6ai  w^ks  btts  a0> 
ittlerfered  mi^  tbe  geneiid  pemsiLl^  if  not  of  tlie 
SpMta^,  yet  of  the  Tatkr,  OmrdUta,  &«.  fcc*  of 
fiyraier  tunes^  tiuit  I  shall  make  no  soniple  to 
traniicribe  th^  whole  (Miper. 

"  From  my  own  Apartment,  May  23. 

**  There  ia  nothing  cain  giy^  a  man  of  atiy  coin 
sidtrsition  greater  pain,  than  to  tee  order  and 
distinction  laid  aibide  ainongst  mdn,  especially 
inftotf  the  rank  (of  which  be  himself  is  a  ntem- 
hety  is  intruded  upon  by  sach  ail  hare  l^o  {»9r 
tence  to  that  honor.  The  appeUation  of  iE^qin^^ 
is  the  fiiost  hotoxionsly  abvsed  in  this  kind  of 
digf  da&s  totoi^t  men,  insoiUuoh  th«t  it  ia  be-* 
oome  almost  the  subject  of  de^iliionr^  but  I  wUl 
be  bold  to  sa^»  tUa  behariour  toti^ards  it  pro-^ 
deeds  from  the  igboraiaiee  of  tb^  ptopl^,  in  i^ 
true  origin,  I  shall  therefore  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible do  myself  and  all  true  E$qmre$  the  justice 
to  look  into  antiquity  upon  this  subject. 

In  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  before  the  in- 
vention of  jointures  and  settlements,  when  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I^Uk  p«i8|^ipn  of  love  h^d  poft^ession  oC  tbtt 
bfartt  of  mon^  and  tbe  fi^r  sex  w^re  not  y^t  cul-^ 
\in^d  iato  the  merciful  di^pp^ition  which  they 
hj».ve  9hewf)d  in  later  c^nturiesu  it  waa  natuval  for 
gpesit  and  heroics  apirits  to  entire  to  rivvitets^ 
l^irooda  and  caveii,  to  laineat  their  destiny,  ;ax>d 
the  cri:^y  of  the  fi^ir  peraona  who  yftr^  deaf  to 
all  their  lamentatiiona,  The  hero  in  thia  diatreas 
was  goperaUy  in  armour,  and  in  a  readiness  to 
Qgfut  any  man  he  met  with,  eapecially  if  diatin^ 
g«iiahe4  by  any  extraordinary  qualifiioations ;  it 
being  the  nature  of  heroio  love  to  hate  all  merits 
last  it  should  oome  within  tiie  observatioi^  of  the 
cmd  one^  by  whom  its  own.  perfections  are  ne^ 
^eeted*  A  lover  of  this  kind  had  always  about 
1m^  a  person  of  a  second  value,  and  subordinate 
to  htin>  who  could  hear  his  afflictions,  carry  an 
inchantmeni  for  hia  wounds,  hold  his  helmet 
mh^a,  he.  was  eating  (if  eyer  he  did  eat)  or  in  his 
absence,  when  he  was  retired  to  his  apartment 
in  any  King's  Palace,  tell  the  Prince  himself,  or 
perhaps  his  daughter,  th^  birdi,  parentage  afid 
adveniuree  of  kis  vdiant  master. 

'^  This  trusty  eompanicm  was  called  his  Ssqmire, 
and  was  always  fit  for  any  offices  about  him ; 
aa  gentle  and  chaste  as  a  Qentleman-^usher ; 
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^ufck  and  active  as  an  Equerry;  smooth  aa* 
eloquent  as  a  Master  of  the  Ceremonies.  A  may 
thus  qualified  was  the  firsts  a»  the  ancients  sMtm, 
who  was  called  an  Esquire:  and  none  without 
these  accomplishments  ought  to  assume  our  or* 
der :  but  to  the  utter  disgrace  and  confusion  of 
the  Heralds,  every  pretender  is  adnutted  into 
this  fraternity,  even  persons  the  most  foreign  to 
tiiis  courteous  institution.  I  have  taken  an  in- 
ventory of  all  within  this  city,  and  looked  over 
every  letter  in  the  Posi^C^ce  tor  my  better  infor- 
mation. There  are  of  the  Middle  Temple,  in- 
cluding all  in  the  Buttery  books,  and  in  ihe  lists 
of  the  House,  5000.  In  the  Inner  4000.  In  tiie 
King's  Bench  Walks,  the  whole  building  is  in- 
habited by  Esquires  only.  The  adjacent  street 
of  Essex,. from  Marris*s  Coffee  House,  and  tlie 
turning  towards  the  Crrecum,  yon  cannot  meet 
one  who  is  not  an  Esquire  till  you  take  water. 
Every  house  in  Norfolk  and  Arundel  streets  is 
governed  also  by  a  'Squire  or  his  Lady ;  8oio 
Sqmre,  Bhomsbury  Square,  and  all  other  places 
where  the  floors  rise  above  nine  foot,  are  'so 
.many  Univerrities,  where  you  enter  yoursettes 
and  become  of  our  order.  However  if  this  were 
the  worst  of  4he  evil,  it  were  to  be  supported; 
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bieiuise  they  ate  genmlly  nien  of  some  figure 
jild^ase ;  though  I  know  no  pretence  they  have 
to:aa  honor  which  bad  its  rise  from  chiyalry. 
Ibt  if  yott  travel  into  the  counties  of  Great 
Britaki,  you  are  still  more  imposed  upon  by  this 
kmovatidn.  We  are  indeed  derived  from  th^ 
field,  but  shall  that  give  title  to  all  that  ride 
mad  after  foxes,  that  halloo  when  they  see  an 
I^are,  or  venture  their  necks  full  speed  after  an 
hawk,  immediately  to  commence  Esquires?  No  ; 
oof  order  is  temperate,  cleanly,  sober  and  chaste : 
but  these  rural  Esquires  commit  immodesties-^*^ 
wear  shirts  half  a  week,  and  are  drunk  twicis  a 
4ay«  These  men  are  also  to  the  last'degree  ex- 
4)esMve  in  their  food:  an  Esquire  of  Noffolk 
^Ciits  two  pounds  of  dmnplin  every  meal,  ait  if 
oUiged  to  it  by  our  order ;  an  Esquire  of  Hamp^ 
shire  is  as  ravenous  in  devouring  ho^s-fledi :  one 
of  Essex  hBS  as  little  mercy  on  calves.  But  I 
must  take  the  liberty  to  protest  against  them> 
and  acquaint  those  persons,  that  it  is  not  the 
quantity  they  eat,  but  the  manner  of  eating, 
jthat  shews  a  'Squire*  But  above  all,  I  am  most 
offended  at  i^mall  quill-men,  and  totnscribing 
<^lerks,  who  are  all  come  into  our  order,  for  no 
feason  that  I  know  of,  but  that  they  can  easily 
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flourish  it  ftt  the  and  of  theii  nwrne.  TU  iMKidi6r-« 
tftke,  that  if  you  read  the  anper^criptionft  to  bU 
the  offices  in  the  kiiigd<mi«  you  shall  not  fiock 
three  letters  directed  to  any  but  E$fpiites^  I 
have  myself  a  couple  of  clerks ;  one  directs  to 
Degory  Goose-squill,  Esquire,  to  which  the  othec 
replies  by  a  note  to  Nehemiah  I>ashvell,  JBsgttrv^ 
with  respect  In  a  word  it  is  now,  Papuku  Ar^ 
migerorwn,  a  People  of  Ei^pma  I — All  these  'mur 
proprieties  flow  firom  the  negligence  of  the  He- 
ralds' Office.  Those  gentlemen  ii^  party-coloured 
habits  do  not  so  rightly  as  they  on^  understand 
Aemselves :  though  they  are  dressed  cap-a^pie  in 
hieroglyphics,  they  are  inwardly  but  ignorant 
mei|.  It  is  their  business  to  act  for  us  in  the 
case  of  our  arms  and  appellations,  and  t^ey  should 
take  care  that  we  be  not  jumbled  together  in  so 
promiscuous  and  absurd  a  manner*.    I  design 

*  This  slur  upon  the  Heralds,  thoagh  mere  matter  of  joke,  indoeei 
me  (partly  I  confeii  in  correc^on  of  m j  own  cartlefsnetf,  soe  trst 
Edition,  vol.  ii.  p.  20)  to  repeat  my  observation,  that  I  folly  belioTO 
the  proceedings  of  the  Heralds*  Office,  as  far  as  it  is  allowed  to  . 
Exercise  any  aathority  in  such  matters,  are  perfectly  unimpeacha- 
ble, and  that  the  College  has  much  more  reason  to  complaift  of  the 
nsnrpations  of  t^e  pnbUc,  than  the  latter  of  any  "  ■egPgeBoe''  cm 
the  part  of  the  College.  As  to  the  <'  ignorance"  of  the  Heraldi, 
I  should  apprehend,  no  persons  conid  well  stand  more  clear  of 
ittch  an  ImpvtatioD,  if  a  most  extensive  knowledge  of  Inslofy, 
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16  %Ae  thi$  matter  into  fiartheif  consideiatioii, 
iu^  no  imh  ftb^}!  b#  recieiv^  »»  an  jllsguire ^  wlia 
cannot  bring  a  certificate,  that  he  has  conqaeifc4 
iK>mi$  lady'?  ob^iirate  l)fidjrt :  t)i$it  l^e  can  lead  up 
a  C9untry-dw^«:  or  i^arry  a  meapagci  between 
h^  %Ad  he?  lover,  witU  addresis^  fte^eay,  diU*- 
genci;  4nd  dispatch-  A  'Squire  is  properly  bora 
fi)i  the  serviqe  of  thet  <Sicr«  and  his  credentials 

KeDMlogj,  antiqaitiei,  lopo|nphjy  foreign  Ittinttgef,  &c*  &«• 
nay  at  all  pass  for  learning*  If  our  modem  Heralds  indeed  be  not 
so  deeply  versed  in  ancient  lore,  as  some  of  their  predeceseors,  I 
#iU  Teuto^  to  say*  th#y  are  liir  more  eiiligbtened»  and  ininitdy 
Ifm  padantio*  TV  old  Heralds  manifestly  exposed  t^ir  own  oaU- 
ing  to  ridiottle,  if  not  to  contempt,  by  their  far-fetch'd  and  high-flown 
eoDceits  and  vagaries,  reaching  back,  not  only  to  the  P^toplast  or 
flrst  Progenitor  of  oor  raoe,  bttt  beyond  the  very  oonines  of  tbi^ 
lower  world,  as  I  have  lately  shenfii.  Whajk  aM^isni  Herald  wool^ 
not  smSe,  (to  om|t  their  references  to  Lacifer,  &c.)  at  the  following 
regular  blaconry  of  the  arms  (I  might  aknosi  sa^  the  seal  or  carriage 
decorations)  of  Abbl  t  **  Abel,  the  second  son  of  Adtm,  bore  his 
^thnr's  ooat,  qotrtored  witli  that  of  his  motber  B90,  she  being  an 
heiress,  viz*  Gales  and  argent."  And  yet  the  book  from  which  I 
cite  this  is  not  older  than  the  year  1719.  I  am  not  for  reviving  any 
aothdriiy  thai  may  be  said  to  have  been  wittkf  redaced  or  mitigated, 
bnl««ril7 1  *^7  ^ nQo^Bd*  witbn  view  to  the  s^ticm  before  us* 
to  renaik,  that  a  very  great  abundance  of  awoaiofiM  might  be  stifled 
in  their  birth,  if  onr  modem  Heralds  had  bnt  half  the  power  given  to 
them,  so  low  in  oiur  annals  as  the  reign  of  William  III.  vis.  to  **  re- 
frem,  eompt,  and  wuAe  mfimuMU  all  who  sboald  presome  to  UAe  tyen 
ikmmlviB  Hit  titlen  oC  Et^me,  GfiUkmm,  or  t  Uwrwise*" 
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shall  be  signed  by  three  Toasts  and  one  Prudi 
before  his  title  shall  be  acknowledged  in  mf 
office." 

Toasts  are  out  of  fashion^  and  Prudes  we  have 
none,  so  that  for  the  present  times  different.  cFe** 
dentials  need  to  be  devised;  but  I  have  no  ob<^ 
jection  to  those  credentials  originating  with  the 
hdies,  especially  if  it  be  the  object  to  render  all 
our  Esquires  such  as  they  should  he,  according  to 
the  rules  of  their  order^  as  laid  down  in  the  fore-^ 
going  remonstrapce,  ''  temperate,  cleanly,  sober, 
nxid  chaster  Only  I  hope  they  won't  think. ii 
necessary  to  make  an  Esquire  of  Jack  Ketch,  who 
from  the  notes  to  Hudibras  in  Dr.  Oray's  Edi^ 
tion.  Part  IIL  Canto  ii.  L  1634,  may  fancy  he 
has  a  regular  claim  to  the  title. 

Mr.  Isaac  Bickerstaff  (I  should  say  Isaac 
Bickerstafi*,  Esquire!)  seems  disposed  to  be  very 
severe  upon  our  Coufdry  ^Squires,  as  they  are 
commonly  called.  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to 
pass,  that  this  class  of  persons  should  generally 
lie  under  a  kind  of  heraldic  stigma.  **  Cknmtry 
^Squire**  is  a  sort  of  nick-name  given  to  indivi- 
duals^ oftentimes  very  independent  in  their  cir- 
cumstances, though  very  JoAit  Bullish  perhaps 
in  their  manners,  habits,  and  pursuits.     1%e 
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Sbmich  hare  or  had,  a  particular  aame  for  iMn 
^tescription  of  peraKms^  as  we  may  see  in  tfieir 
Dictionaries ;  Gentillatre  {petit  GenlilbonilDKI 
dont  ion  fait  peu  de  ca^]  a  Country  'Squire* 
GeniUkommkre  [petite,  maison  de  Gentilhomme 
d^  la  Campagae]  a  Country  ^Squire's  hous.e.  I| 
must  however  be  observed,  that  the  true  English 
Goun^sry  'Squire,  the  subject  of  ridicule  or  catk- 
tmipt  in  former  days,  is  now  become  a  very  rare 
dHiracter.  The  improvement  of  our  roads,  and 
easy  access  to  the  metropolis  in  all  directions, 
have  tend^. exceedingly  to  alter  the  manners  of 
onr  Country  Grentlemen ;  and  we  must  have  re- 
course to  books  for  the  true  subject  of  ancient 
banter.  Not  that  I  feel  at  all  disposed,  I  must 
confess,  to  look  upon  even  the  old  English 
CottAtry  'Squire  with  an  evil  or  malignant  eye  ; 
I  am  persuaded  there  was,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, a  mixture  o(  blunt  honesty,  and  unedu- 
cated simplicity ;  of  social  mirth,  and  neighbourly 
affection,  which  may  be  ill  replaced  by  the  re- 
finements of  modem  times.  Our  present  Country 
Gentlemen  may  be  less  noisy  and  boisterous  at 
table,  more  reserved  in  their  conversation,  more 
decorous  in  their  manners,  and  less  given  pos- 
sibly to  field-sports;  but  though  these  things 
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beftt>eak  iadtvidual  impfioii^mienl^  I  questioii 
whether  the  public  did  not  reap  more  ad^raatage 
ftum  the  rude  ho^MtaUtie$  and  €QUstant  residemx  of 
such  Country  Quires,  than  fnm  all  the  refine^ 
mentB  lU^quu^d  by  a  greater  knowledge  of  ihe 
iik)T\d,  and  aeqitaintance  wkh  the  metropolki 
To  a  seiitimental  oir  pUloaophical  mind,  there 
may  always  appear  niticli  of  cruelty,  hard^heart^ 
edtieds,  want  of  feelitig,  ^vA  waste  ^  tbie  til 
fieldniporte ;  but  if  they  werre  to  attach  any  fieir^ 
sion  of  independent  fortune  to  the  jdetce  of  his 
nativity,  and  <3ie  seat  of  his  amcestort,  they  cannot 
faifl  to  be  beneficial  to  the  poorer  neighbours 
around  him.  Nothing  else  I  think  can  excuse 
our  Game  Laws. 

"  Happy  the  man  whoae  wish  and  care 
A  few  paternal  acrea  boand ; 
Content  to  breathe  his  natire  air, 

In  bis  dwn  gromd, 
Whose  herds  with  miUc,  whose  fields  with  bread, 
Whose  flocks  supplj  him  with  attire, 
Whose  trees  in  snmmer  yield  him  shade, 

In  winter  fire. 

Blest  who  can  anconcern'dly  find 
Hoars,  days,  and  years  slide  soft  away, 
In  health  of  body,  peace  of  mind, 
Quiet  by.  day. 
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Sound  sleep  liy.iiiglit! — itadj  and  ease 
Together  aiixM ;  eweet  veorefttSon  f 
And  innooenoc,  w-bidh  atest  does  please 
Wkh  meditetkm." 

The  "  Beatus  iKe"  of  Horace  is  too  long  to  in- 
troduce; and  Claudian's  old  man  of  Verona, 
though  a  ^od  specimefi  of  local  attachments, 
h^  nothing  in  common  with  a  Country  ^Squire, 
except  in  running  a  race  with  the  trees  planted 
in  his  childhood,  around  the  bouse  where  he 
first  drew  his  breath.  Claudian  evidently  bor- 
rowed from  Horace,  and  Horace  from  Virgil: 
classical  readers  may  consult  them  all,  for  the 
"  VitiB  Rustica  Laudes ;"  I  shall  at  present  con- 
fine myself  to  English  authors  or  translators^ 
The  following  is  from  Sylvester's  Du  Bartas, 
1606.  Du  Bartas  himself  was  an  amiable  man, 
but  not  a  good  poet;  being  engaged  in  public 
afiairs,  his  love  of  retirement  is  the  more  strik- 
ing; I  question  however,  whether  he  did  not 
borrow  from  Claudian,  and  so  the  wheel  goes 
round.    Thus  Sylvester  makes  him  speak. 

O  thriee,  thrice  happy  be,  who  shani  the  cares 
Of  City  troubles,  and  of  iStofe-^iffairs ; 
And,  serriog  Ceres,  tills  with  bis  own  team,  . . 
His  own  free  land,  left  by  his  friends  to  him! 
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And  leading  all  hit  life  at  ham»  in  pe*o*» 
Alwajs  ID  sight  of  his  owa  aaoke ;  no  teas^ 
No  other  loaa  be  knowa,  bo  other  torrent. 
Than  that  wUoh  waters  with  his  silver  etrreot 
His  natite  meadows ;  and  that  rerj  earth 
Shall  giro  him  borial,  wfaieh  first  gare  him  Urtb. 
To  summon  timelj  sleep,  he  doth  not  need 
JBthlop's  oold  roih,  nor  drowsj  poppy  seed. 
The  stream's  mild  mnrmur,  as  it  gesllj  giwhes, 
His  healthy  limbs  in  quiet  alnmber  hashes. 

Even  the  consequence  assumed  by  these 
Country  Residents  had  its  importance;  the 
common  people  stood  more  in  dread  of  offending 
the  *  Squire  than  the  King;  not  through  any 
want  of  loyalty>  but  because  the  one  was  pre- 
sent^  the  other  remote ;  because  the  one  was 
known  to  them  more  as  the  dispenser  of  punish- 
ments than  the  assigner  of  rewards,  while  the 
other  was  constantly  before  their  cyes>  the  daily 
dispenser  of  numberless  rustic  hospitalities,  the 
promoter  of  all  their  festivities  and  amusements ; 
the  patron  of  the  young,  and  the  friend  of  the 
old.  Nor  should  it  be  omitted,  that  when  the 
^Squire  acted  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  was  an 
object  of  public  as  well  as  private  awe  and  vene- 
ration. "  The  hall  of  the  'Squire"  says  honest 
Aubrey,  "  was  usually  hung  round  with  the  in- 
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sigHia  of  the  *Squire*s  amusements,  such  as  hunt^ 
tag,  shooting,  JUhing,  &c,  but  in  case  he  were  a 
Justice  of  Peace,  it  was  dreadful  to  behold.    The 
skreen  was  garnished  with  corslets  and  helmets, 
gaping  with  open  mouths,  with  coats  of  mail, 
hunces,  pikes,  halberts,  brownrlnlls,  bucklers,  &c." 
Such  *  Squires  were  probably  often  very  illiterate, 
but  their, deficiencies  in  this  respect,  were  the 
j(  best  excuses  that  could  be  offered,  for  the  many. 
coarsenesses  and  vulgarities,  into  which  no  doubt, 
they  were  often  betrayed ;  while  perhaps  these 
failings  were  compensated   to   the   public,   by 
virtues,  too  often  missing  in  the  more  refined; 
When  they  offended  against  good  manners,  their 
known  ignorance  could  not  but  suggest  to  wiser 
persons,  the  ready  excuse,  that  '^  they  knew  no 
better ;"  a  plea  of  which  many  of  quicker  parts, 
and  better  education,  would  have  been  glad  to 
have  availed  themselves,   had  it  been  in  their 
power.     Our  old  friend  and  acquaintance.  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverly,  was  wont  to  say,  "  that  none 
but  men  of  fine  parts  deserved  to  be  hanged." 
"  The  reflections  of  such  men,"  he  would  add, 
*^  are  so  delicate  upon  all   occurrences  which 
they  are  concerned  in,  that  they  should  be  ex- 
posed to  more  than  ordinary  infamy  and  punish* 

VOL.  II.  E 
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Boaiit  for  offending  against  such  quick  admoni- 
tions as  their  own  souls  give  them^  and  blunting 
the  fine  edge  of  their  minds  in  such  a  manner^ 
that  they  are  no  more  shocked  at  vice  and  folly 
than,  men  of  slower  capacities."  In  the  days  of 
Sir  Roger^  the  difference  probably  between  the 
Town  and  Country  'Squire,  was  exactly  to  be 
traced  in  these  words.  The  one  was  cotirse  but 
honest i  and  had  the  excuse  of  ignorance  and  cofi-» 
fined  education  to  plead  for  his  occasional  transgress 
sions ;  the  other  was  more  refined  and  polished, 
but  vicious  and  dissipated  against  the  plainest 
dictates  of  an  enlightened  understanding. 

Such  were  their  natures,  and  their  passions  sach, 
Those  did  diigaiie  too  little,  these  too  much. 

Aristotle,  in  treating  of  substantial  forms,  ob- 
serves that  the  statue  lies  hid  in  a  ilock  a£  marble^ 
which  must  be  brought  into  life  and  order  by 
the  art  of  the  statuary.  "  Ih  the  same  manner/' 
says  Johnson,  *'  the  philosopher,  the  saint,  or  the 
hero,  the  unse,  the  good,  or  the  great  man,  very 
often  lie  hid  and  concealed  in  a  plebeian,  which 
a  proper  education  might  have  disinterred  and 
brought  to  light ;"  and  carrying  on  the  compa* 
•rison,  "  sometimes/'  says  he,  "  we  see  the  block 
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only  begun  to  be  chipped,  som^mes  rough  heum, 
and  but  just  sketched  into  a  humaii  figure ; 
sometime  we  Bee  thei  man  appearing  distinctly 
in  all  his  limbs  aud  featilLres  :  8ometime9  we  find 
the  figure  wrou^t  up,  to  great  elegancy^  but  sd* 
dom  meet  with  any  to  which  the  haod  of  a  PAi^ 
dias  ot  Praxiteles  could  not  gire  severed  ^o^ 
toudies  and  fiaisUngs/' 

The  Country  'Squire  of  oid  tim^  was  but 
roitgh^  hewn,  chipped^  and  sketched  into  a  hmwin 
jfigure,  but  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  Phidias 
or  Praxiteles  would  have  mended  him  by  soften- 
ing his  roughnesses^  at  the  expence  of  his  sirnr 
plicity,  solidity,  and  weight.  We  have  an  ad- 
mirable specimen  of  the  honest  feelings  and 
principles,  as  well  as  of  the  simplicity  of  some 
of  our  retired  ancestors  in  the  Memoirs  of  a 
Country  Gentleman,  in  the  622d  No.  of  the  Spec- 
tator. It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  pre- 
sent Autocrat  of  Russia  should  be  reported  to 
have  said,  "  The  man  within  whose  reach  Hea- 
ven has  placed  the  greatest  materials  for  making 
life  happy,,  is  an  J^ngUdi  Country  Gentkman.^^ 
See  Carr*s  Northern  Tour  *. 

*  There  ie  iiotli2o|p  perhaps  so  much  waatiitg  in  Alemmder't  omrn 
domioioii,  whiefa  at  the  I>e8t  can  scwcely  jet  be  said,  to  be  more  than 

e2 
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The  more  poti$hed  Country  Gentleman  of  the 
present  day,  with  his  '*  nice  touches  and  finish- 
ings/' is  seldom  satisfied,  (for  many  months  of 
the  year,)  "  to  breathe  his  native  air  in  his  own 
ground ;"  but  passes  perhaps  some  of  his  time  in 
London,  some  by  the  sea-side,  at  Bath,  Chelten- 
ham, or  other  public  places,  and  when  at  home 
is  seldom  brought  into  any  close  contact  with 
his  poorer' neighbours,  either  in  the  way  of  bu- 
siness or  amusement.     His  household  no  longer 

rerj  syperfidaUy  ciTilUed,  as  the  very  character  here. alluded  to. 
There  it  bj  all  accounts  at  present  no  connecting  link  in  Russia,  be- 
tween the  court  and  the  cottage,  the  noble  and  the  peasant,  the  titled 
and  untitled  classes ;  for  mUUary  titles  and  court  offices,  are  quite 
sufficient  there,  to  place  a  man  in  the  ranks  of  aristocracy.  A  curi- 
ous story  to  this  effect  is  told  in  Dr.  Clarke's  Travels,  so  applicable 
to  the  case  before  us,  as  not  to  be  passed  over.  Two  of  our  country- 
men, persons  of  considerable  property,  stopping,  ib  the  course  of  their, 
travels,  at  Nichohef,  were  at  first  received  with  the  greatest  atten- 
tion, saluted  by  all  classes,  as  "  MUordt  Anglois,"  and  placed  high 
at  the  dinner  table  of  the  Chief  Admiral,  to  whom  they  had  been  in- 
troduced. In  a  few  days,  however,  having  modestly  declined  to  be 
called  any  longer  Milords,  and  being,  in  consequence  of  this,  pressed 
rather  too  closely  to  reveal  their  rank  in  England,  when  it  was  found 
thatthey  had  no  other  account  to  give  of  themselves  than  that  they  were 
plain  EmgUsh  GENTLEMEN,  they  were  speedily  driven  to  the  bottom 
of  the  table,  superseded  by  every  Ueutenant,  ensign,  amu/surgeon, 
secretary,  poHce-oJficer,  &c.,  and  nearly  famished  into  the  bargain,  by 
having  only  empty  dishes  and  dry  bones  served  to  them,  in  direet 
and  utter  contempt  of  their  ignoble,  or  rather  mUitled  condition. 
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consists,  as  it  used  to  do,  of  the  children  of  his 
tenantry  or  country  dependents,  but  are  com- 
paratively foreigners,  in  manners,  taste,  and 
local  attachments,  ill  adapted  to  minister  to 
those  rude  hospitalities,  or  join  in  those  rustic 
festivities,  which  were  the  delights  of  ancient 
days,  and  which  opened  the  hearts  of  the  rich 
and  poor  towards  each  other,  as  members  of  one 
family,  intimately  acquainted  and  connected  from 
the  cradle  to  the  grave !  These  times  are  past ; 
nor  are  such  anti-social  manners  and  habits  con- 
fined to  the  Country  *  Squire  only ;  they  have 
passed  on  to  the  tenantiy  of  England  ;  the  com- 
mon farmer  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  no 
longer  sits  down  with  his  family  to  the  same 
board  with  his  servants,  nor  do  they  in  general 
dwells  as  they  used  to  do,  under  the  same  roof. 
This  is  a  great  evil  in  country  places  ;  the  hus- 
bandry servant  is  becoming  every  day  less  at- 
tached to  his  employer ;  less  under  his  controul ; 
less  regular  in  hia  habits  and  manners ;  more 
detached  and  insulated — less,  acquainted  with 
the  comforts  and  advantages  of  domestic  eco- 
nomy, prudent  management,  and  frugal  house- 
wifery, which  were  easily  learned  and  imbibed 
when  one  roof  covered,  and  one  table  fed,  not 
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only  tbe  &rmer  and  his  wife  and  children,  but  all 
the  Mertetumi  who  worked  under  hiin>  all  the  la- 
bourerfi  attached  to  the  farm  ^. 

As  I  never  stand  upon  any  ceremonies  in  bor* 
rowing  from  authors  young  and  old,  any  thing 
I  find  interestingly  applicable  to  the  subject  in 
hand,  not  coring  how  often  it  may  have  been 
read  before,  if  it  read  differently  and  perhaps 
with  some  additional  effect  where  I  introduce  it, 
I  cannot  resist  the  following  passage  from  that 
delightful  poem,  the  Deserted  Village ;  a  poem 
which  beautifully  describes  some  at  least  of  the 
changes  introduced  by  the  progress  of  wealth 
and  luxury  in  country  places ;  I  only  regret  that 
he  did  nojb  fii^d  amongst  his  characters  the  old 
Country  'Squire  himself. 

HI  fares  the  land,  to  hanleniiig  ills  a  prejr> 
Where  wealth  accamnlates  and  men  decajr ; 
Princes  and  Lords  maj  floarish  or  may  fade ; 
A  breath  can  make  them  as  a  breath  has  made : 

*  My  first  Edition  had  scarcely  been  published  before  I  read,  in 
a  provincial  paper,  the  following  passage,  which  I  copy  verbatim. 

Old  Tmes  renasMf.— Mr.  John  Pitcher,  who  lately  kept  the  Crown 
Inn,  iivHailsban,  has  this  Michaelmas  taken  a  farm  in  the  adjoinbg 
parish,  and  hired  his  servants  (as  Farmers  used  to  do)  as  m-doar 
servants.  The  Umg-taibiU  is  Spread  in  the  kiich«m,  with  good  farm- 
house provision,  and  the  Master  and  Mistress  take  their  seats  at  the 
\kC9A,*^Sm9ex  Advertiser, 
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But  a  bold  peasantry,  their  conntrj's  pride. 
When  onoe  destroyed  can  never  be  sapplied. 

A  time  Aere  was,  ere  England's  griefs  b^an. 
When  eyer  J  rood  of  ground  maintained  its  man. 
For  him  light  labour  spread  her  wholesome  store, 
Jnst  gave  what  life  required,  but  gave  no  more. 
His  best  con^anions,  innooence  and  health, 
And  his  best  riches,  ignorance  of  wealth. 

Bat  times  are  alter'd ;  trade's  unfeeling  train 
Usurp  the  land,  and  dispossess  the  swain  ; 
Along  the  lawn,  where  sesHer'd  handets  rose. 
Unwieldy  wealth  and  cumbrous  pomp  repose ; 
And  every  want  to  luxury  allied. 
And  every  pang  that  folly  pays  to  pride. 
Those  gentle  hours  that  plenty  bade  to  bloom. 
Those  calm  desires  that  ask'd  but  little  room. 
Those  healthful  sports  that  gracM  the  peacefiil  scene, 
Liv'd  in  each  look  and  brightened  ail  the  green ', 
These  far  departing,  seek  a  kinder  shore. 
And  RURAL  MIRTH  and  manners  are  no  more." 

The  9ame  poem  describes  the  rural  mirth  and 
manners  that  were  in  the  view  of  the  author  at 
the  time,  and  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  in 
a  great  degree  they  abe  no  mobe  ! — ^The  rural 
scenes  of  ancient  days  are  very  different  from 
what  we  see  taking  place  at  present.  Even  the 
MELL,  or  harvest  supper,  so  called  from  the  old 
French  word  "  niesler/'  to  mingle,  because  mas- 
ter and  man  sat  down  to  the  same  table,  and  all 
viequalUy  was  suspended  pro  tempore,  is  nearly 
forgotten. 
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*'  In  harvest  time,  harvest  fulke,  MrvmUt  and  al, 
Shoald  make  altogither  good  cbere  in  the  ha) ; 
And  fill  oat  the  blacke  bol,  of  bleith  to  their  song, 
And  let  them  be  merrje  al  harvest  time  Umg** 

There  is  something  in  the  very  cadence  of  the 
verse,  that  bespeaks,  what  I  would  wish  to  have 
leave  to  call  jollier  times  than  those  in  which  we 
live.  Bloomfield  in  his  *'  Fanner's  Boy/*  sorely 
regrets  the  abandonment  of  the  old  Harvest  feast, 
after  describing  which  he  adds  feelingly, 

"  Such  were  the  daji ! — of  dajs  Umg  past  I  abg/' 

But  to  return  to  the  elegant  author  of  the 
Deserted  Village.  His  picture  of  depopulation  as 
the  consequence  of  the  progress  of  wealth,  trade, 
and  commerce,  is  known  to  be  faulty ;  not  only 
contrary  to  the  most  acknowledged  principles 
of  political  economy,  but  to  fact.  Goldsmith 
tried  to  defend  himself  against  these  charges, 
in  a  dedication  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  but  in 
vain.  His  **  Deserted  Village'^  stands  marked 
in  one  of  the  most  elegant  works  we  have  upon 
the  science  just  alluded  to,  (Mrs.  Marcet's  Co<i- 
versations  on  Political  Economy)  as  full  of 
errors  of  this  description ;  and  I  do  not  there- 
fore like  to  cite  it,  without  this  hint  to  unwaiy 
readers  ;  otherwise  I  feel  quite  persuaded  in  my 
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own  mind  that  luxury  has  wrought  very  con- 
siderable chtoges  in  country  mirth  and  manners, 
and  set  the  gentry  and  the  peasantry  at  a  dis- 
tance from  each  other,  to  the  detriment  of  both. 
There  is  a  lovely  cast  of  social  affection,  kind- 
ness and  benevolence ;  of  local  feelings  and  local 
attachments,  in  the  description  of  Goldsmith's 
Auburn,  which  I  fear  we  should  now  look  for  in 
vain  in  most  of  our  country  villages  ♦.  But  Gold- 

*  Thii  passage,  in  mj  foimer  Edition,  seems  to  hare  been  misun- 
derstood, bj  a  writer  in  the Literarj  Register,  for  June,  182S.  He  if 
pleased  to  saj,  that  he  hopes  I  meant  to  speak  inmicaUy  rather  than 
seriously,  **  For,"  he  adds,  **  I  should  be  sorrj  to  see  a  writer  of 
Biieh  genius  entangled  in  the  metaphysical  cobwebs  of  our  modem 
economists."  I  thank  this  gentleman  both  for  his  compliment  and 
his  hint,  and  in  respect  to  the  latter,  am  ready  to  declare,  that  I 
should  not  attempt  to  repeat  the  passage,  if  I  did  not  feel  that  it  ad- 
mitted of  a  satisfactory  explanation.  I  have,  I  should  hope,  quite  as 
wary  an  apprehension  of  the  '*  metaphysical  cobwebs  of  our  modem 
economists,"  as  the  writer  himself,  if  I  may  pretend  to  know  any 
thing  at  all  of  that  very  owious  science,  political  economy :  a  sci- 
ence, which  though  at  present  almost  in  its  infancy,  may,  I  think, 
nltimately,  by  the  aid  of  statistics,  political  observation  and  expe- 
rience, and  a  more  general  attention  to  the  multifarious  objects  de- 
pendent on  it,  than  has  hitherto  taken  place,  be  reduced  in  a  great 
abundance  of  cases,  if  not  in  all,  to  eertmn  principles ;  but  until 
this  actually  takes  place,  many  mistakes  must  be  made.  Goldsmith's 
mistake  did  not,  I  apprehend,  consist  in  orer-rating  any  depopuUakm 
of  the  eounlry,  as  arising  out  of  the  progress  of  luxury  and  kurease  of 
towns,  which  must  have  the  effect  of  lowering  the  average  of  the 
agricultural  population  generally.    In  this  be  might  have  been  right, 
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smith  is  a  very  moderii  writer  upon  these  sub^ 
jects ;  such  changes  as  those  to  which  I  am  ad- 
bat  eyen  then  he  ibould  have  known,  that  such  a  coarse  of  things  is 
the  allowed  and  regular  mark  of  tbe|>ro^eM  of  tocUiy  in  an  tsifvov- 
mg  country.  Goldsmith,  I  conceive,  was  wrong,  in  too  hastily  con> 
eloding,  as  he  seems  to  have  done,  that 

"  Where  wealth  accomnlates,  men  imut  decay/' 

It  is  the  trntofi  of  the  agrkultmrai  and  commercial  systems,  says  Ifr. 
itfalthus,  and  not  either  of  them  taken  separately,  that  is  calculated 
to  prodace  the  gpreatest  national  prosperity ;  what  then  are  we  to 
think  of  the  following  lines  t 

But  times  are  atter'd  ;  Trait? s  anfeeling  from 
Unarp  the  Umd,  and  dispossess  the  Swam,** 

The  poet  certaiidy  appewrs  to  have  considered  the  progress  of 
wealth  as  necessarily  operating  to  the  disadvantage  and  depression 
of  the  poor*  With  this,  however,  1  have,  in  fact,  nothing  to  do ;  my 
own  remarks  were  intended  to  be  confined,  merely  to  the  onforta- 
nate^  thoagh  perhaps  MnawNcIaife  oonseqnences,  of  that  improntmttd 
and  refmeme$U  of  manners,  which  has  tended  to  set  the  Ctmtry  of  the 
land,  at  a  wider  distance  from  the  tenantry  and  peasantry  than  was 
fbrmer^  the  case  ;  and  by  attracting  the  former  to  our  cities,  towns, 
and  watering  places,  much  increased  the  evils  arising  from  not!  resi- 
dence (more  or  less)  on  their  estates,  to  the  interruption  of  that 
**  rwral  worth,"  and  change  of  those  "  rural  manners"  which  the  poet 
has  so  beautifully  delineated. 

Bat,  the  writer  to  whom  I  am  alluding,  is  careful  abo  to  remind 
me,  that  Goldsmith  was  the  poet  of  nature  and  the  poor,  and  his 
Auburn  an  Irish  village  ;  "  it  was  not  therefore  for  him  to  praise 
the  pastimes  of  fox-hwUing  'Squires,  or  of  rack-rent  landholders." 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  very  remark  makes  my  casa  the 
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yerting  may  be  traced  ae  far  back  at  least  as  the 

times  of  Elizabeth  and  James.    The  celebrated 

■ 

stroBger  3  for  whmt  conotry  apon  eiurth  suffers  more  than  Ireland  at 
this  present  moment,  from  abtenieUhip  (if  I  may  use  such  an  expres- 
sion), the  very  oanse  perhaps  of  rath-rents,  and  other  oppressions  ? 
And  are  not  things  getting  w^se  OTery  day  fiN>m  ^le  want  of  that 
sooial  intercourse  and  harmony  between  the  different  classes,  the 
intermption  of  which  I  so  mnch  deplore  ?  Had  not  the  Gentry,  and 
tenantry,  and  peasantry  of  that  distracted  conntry ,  better  be  kiliing 
foxes  together,  in  t}ie  way  of  joint  amiisement,  than  catting  eadi 
other's  throats  7  Where  is  there  an^  room  for  "  rural  mirth,"  ander 
sach  a  dreadful  deprayation  of  "  rural  manners,'*  as  appears  to  haye 
taken  place  in  that  unhappy  country  ? 

I  know  not  to  whom  I  may  stand  indebted  for  some  help  in  this 
argument ;  but  the  following  passage,  from  a  late  number  of  the  St, 
James's  Chromde,  seems  almost  to  have  been  written  for  my  parti- 
cular purpose*  Spednng  of  ihe  present  wretched  state  of  Ireland, 
the  writer  obsenres,  **  Until  lately,  the  Gentry  and  Yeomanry  of  Ire- 
land did  exercise  an  authority  oyer  the  peasantry,  which  though  not 
consistent  with  our  English  notion  of  liberty,  was  highly  adyanta- 
geous  to  the  peasants  themselyes ;  and,  as  painful  experience  has 
proved,  was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  their  superiors* 
Ciyilization  adyanced  under  its  gentle  control ;  ease  and  plenty 
abounded ;  and  the  Bard  of  Auburn  sketched  the  most  delightful 
picture  of  rustic  happiness  that  eyer  gratified  the  fancy,  or  calmed 
the  passions,  amid  these  same  scenes,  which  are  now  made  hideous 
with  noon-day  murders,  or  blaze  with  midnight  conflagrations." 
Now,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  only  difference  upon  the  subject  be- 
tween this  writer  and  myself  is,  that  I  do  not  recognize  in  Gold- 
smith's poem,  any  proper  notice  of  the  Gentry,  The  moment  the 
Gentry  are  made  to  appear,  the  poor  are  rained :  the  village  school, 
the  revered  Clergyman,  even  the  public-house,  seem  all  to  vanish  on 
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Song  of  the  old  and  young  Courtier  of  their 
days^  is  little  different  from  what  might  be  said 
of  the  old  and  young*'/S5titre,  of  later  times. 
The  Song  itself  I  must  confess  is  almost  too  old 
to  introduce  into  so  modern  a  work  as  my  own, 
yet  as  many  of  my  readers  may  be  young,  and 
less  acquainted  with  these  things  than  myself 
and  my  contemporaries,  (whom  heaven  preserve !) 
I  shall  venture  to  transcribe  it,  as  extremely 
illustPative  of  the  subject  before  us.     If  only 

the  approach  of  Oentry,  and  nothing  to  he  left  to  the  sarriving  ni8> 
tics  but  emigraiion ;  not  to  the  metropolis,  or  anj  trading  or  mann- 
factoring  towns,  hat  to  the  wilds  of  America ; 

**  Where  at  each  step  the  stranger  fears  to  wake 
The  rattling  terrors  of  the  vengeful  snake ; 
Where  croaching  tigers  wait  their  hapless  prey. 
And  savage  men  more  mord'roos  still  than  thej ',"  &c.  &c. 

Can  we  possibly  allow  tl^s  to  pass  for  a  fair  description  of  the  in- 
fluence and  operation  of  wealth  in  coantry  places  ?  Goldsmith  con- 
tended, that  he  described  only  what  he  had  seen ;  and  Auburn  per- 
haps (though  I  know  not  how)  may  have  become  a  "  deserted  village,*' 
in  the  very  way  he  describes ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  it 
would  not  have  so  fallen  oat  if  it  had  contained  but  one  oU,  origmal, 
fox-hutttmg  and  resident  'Squire  of  large  domain,  who  might  have  kept 
his  rnstio  neighbours  together,  and  repelled  all  intruders.  If  Gold- 
smith, as  poet  of  the  poor,  meant  to  deprecate  in  general  the  influ- 
ence of  wealth,  as  decidedly  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  lower 
classe;*,  he  was  an  questionably  wrong  :  and  his  poem  has  certainly 
too  much  of  this  tendencv. 
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one  of  my  readers  should  not  have  met  with  it 
before,  he  may  as  well  read  it  here,  as  else- 
where ;  and  if  of  those  who  have  known  it  long, 
any  one  should  dislike  to  see  it  again,-  I  shall 
pity  his  taste. 

The  old  Courtier. 
I. 

An  old  soDg  made  by  an  aged  old  pate, 
Of  an  old  worsbipfal  Gentleman  that  had  a  g:reat  estate, 
That  kept  a  brave  old  honse  at  a  boantirul  rate, 
And  an  old  porter  to  relieye  the  poor  at  his  gate. 

Like  an  old  Conrtier  of  the  QueeiCs, 

And  the  QumiC$  old  Conrtier. 

II. 
With  an  old  lady  whose  anger  one  word  assuages, 
Thej  eyerj  quarter  paid  their  old  servants  their  wages. 
And  never  knew  what  belonged  to  coachmen,  footmen,  or  pages, 
Bnt  kept  twenty  old  fellows  with  Hue  coats  and  badges, 

Like  an  old  Conrtier  of  the  Queen's, 

And  the  Queen's  old  Courtier. 

III. 

With  an  old  study  fiird  full  of  learned  old  books, 

With  an  old  rev' rend  Chaplain,  yon  might  know  him  by  his  looks. 

With  an  old  buttery  hatch  worn  quite  off  the  hooks, 

And  an  old  kitchen  that  maintained  half  a  dozen  old  cooks. 

Like  an  old  Conrtier  of  the  Queen*s, 

And  the  Quun*8  old  Conrtier. 

IV. 
With  an  old  hall  hung  about  with  pikes,  guns,  and  bows. 
With  old  swords  and  bucklers,  that  had  borne  many  shrewd  blows. 
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With  an  old  frieze  coat,  to  cover  his  wovriu^fal  tnink  hose. 
And  s  cap  of  old  sherry  to  comfort  his  copper  nose ; 

Like  an  old  Coartier  of  the  Queen's^ 

And  the  Qwen*9  old  Courtier. 

V. 

With  a  good  old  fashion,  when  Christmas  was  oome. 
To  call  in  all  his  old  neighboors  with  bagpipe  and  dram. 
With  good  cheer  enoagh  to  furnish  eyery  old  room, 
And  old  liquor  able  to  make  a  cat  speak,  and  man  dumb. 

Like  an  old  Courtier  of  the  Queem't, 

And  the  Queen's  old  Coartier. 

VI. 

With  an  old  falconer,  huntsman,  and  a  kennel  of  hounds. 
That  neyer  hawk'd  nor  hunted  bat  In  his  own  grounds. 
Who  like  a  wise  man  kept  himself  within  his  own  bounds, 
And  when  he  died  gave  every  child  a  Ihoasand  good  pounds. 

Like  an  old  Coartier  of  the  Qneeu*s, 

And  the  Queen's  old  Courtier. 

vn. 

But  to  his  eldest  son  his  {lonse  and  land  he  assign'd. 
Charging  him  in  his  will  to  keep  the  old  boantifal  mind, 
To  be  good  to  his  old  tenants,  and  to  his  neighbours  kind. 
But  in  the  ensuing  ditty  you  shall  hear  how  he  was  inclined. 

Like  a  young  Courtier  of  the  King's, 

And  the  King's  young  Coartier. 


The  young  Courtier. 


vin. 

Like  a  floorishing  young  gallant,  newly  come  to  his  land. 
Who  keeps  a  coople  of  paiated  Madams  at  his  ooBimand, 
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Aod  takes  ap  a  tlioiuand  potuids  upon  his  father's  land. 
And  gets  drank  in  a  ta?  era  till  he  can  neither  go  nor  stand. 

Like  a  ywmg  Courtier  of  the  King's, 

And  the  Kmg*t  jonng  Courtier* 

IX. 

With  a  new  fangl'd  lad j  that  is  dainty,  nice,  and  spare. 
Who  nerer  knew  what  belong'd  to  good  housekeeping  and  care. 
Who  bays  gawdy-colour'd  fans,  to  play  with  wanton  air, 
And  seyen  or  eight  different  dressings  of  other  women's  hair. 

Like  a  yowig  Courtier  of  the  King's, 

And  the  King*s  young  Courtier. 

X. 

With  a  new  fashion'd  hall,  built  where  the  old  one  stood. 
Hung  round  with  new  pictures  that  do  the  poor  no  good, 
With  a  fine  marble  chimney,  wherein  bums  neither  coals  nor  wood. 
And  a  new  smooth  shoToI-board,  whereon  no  victuals  e'er  stood, 

like  a  yomtg  Courtier  of  the  King's, 

And  the  King's  young  Courtier. 

XI. 

With  a  study  stuff 'd  full  of  pamphlets  and  plajs. 
And  a  new  Chaplain  that  swears  faster  than  he  prays. 
With  a  new  buttery  hatch  that  opens  once  in  four  days, 
And  a  French  oook  to  devise  fine  kickshaws  and  toys, 

Like  a  govng  Courtier  of  the  King's, 

And  the  King's  young  Courtier. 

XII. 

With  a  new  fashion,  when  Christmas  is  drawing  on. 
On  a  new  journey  to  London  straight  we  all  must  be  gone. 
And  leave  none  to  keep  house  but  our  new  Porter  John, 
Who  relieves  the  poor  with  a  thump  on  the  back  with  a  stone. 

Like  a  young  Courtier  of  the  King's, 

And  the  King's  young  Courtier. 
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XIII. 

With  m  sew  GenUemao  Usher,  whose  oarriage  is  complete, 
With  a  new  coachman,  footmen,  and  pages  to  carry  op  the  meat, 
With  a  waiting  gentlewoman,  whose  dressing  is  very  neat, 
Who,  when  her  lady  has  din'd,  lets  the  servants  not  eat, 

I^ke  a  yomng  Conrtier  of  the  King*s, 

And  the  Kings  young  Conrtier. 

XIV. 

With  new  titles  of  honor,  bought  with  his  father's  old  gold, 
For  which  snndry  of  his  ancestors*  old  manors  were  sold. 
And  this  is  the  coarse  most  of  oar  new  gallants  hold. 
Which  makes  that  good  hoasekeeping  is  now  grown  so  cold. 

Amongst  the  young  Courtiers  of  the  King^St 

And  the  King's  young  Coartiers. 

Now  though  the  above  ditty  may  seem  to  refer 
to  Courtiers,  it  is  evident  that  the  Country  resi- 
dent, or  Country  *  Squire,  was  the  chief  character 
in  view;  and  from  a  contemporary  historimi, 
Hollinshed,  it  appears  that  towards  the  close  of 
the  XVI th  century,  there  was  a  great  jealousy 
excited,  in  regard  to  the  habits  and  manners  of 
the  English  Gentry,  who  were  supposed  to  be  in 
danger  of  contamination,  from  the  introduction 
of  French  follies  and  frivolities,  as  may  be  seen 
in  the  following  extract. 

'*  Neither  was  it  merrier  with  England  than 
when  an  Englishman  was  knowne  abroad  by  his 
owne  cloth,  and  contented  himselfe  at  home  with 
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his  fine  came  kosen,  and  a  meane  $Iop:  his  coat, 
gmtme,  and  cbak  of  browne,  blue,  or  puke,  with 
some  pretie  furniture  of  velvet  or  furre,  and  a 
doublet  of  sad  tawnie»  or  bhicke  velvety  or  other 
comelie  silke,  without  such  cuts  and  gawrisk 
colours,  as  are  wome  in  these  dates,  and  never 
brought  in  but  by  consent  of  the  JFVe?tcA,  who 
think  themselves  the  gaiest  men^  when  they  have 
most  diversities  otjagges  and  change  of  colours 
about  them." 

But  the  too  great  resort  of  the  English  Gentry 
to  the  Metropolis,  of  their  neglect  of  rural  hos- 
pitaUties^  and  contempt  of  rural  manners^  appear 
to  have  particularly  engaged  the  attention  of  bur 
English  Solomon^  James  the  First,  and  the  con- 
tejuplative  Bishop  Hall^  in  the  course  of  the 
^Vllth  century.  Let  us  first  hear  what  the 
King  8ays»  in  his  Address  to  the  Council  of  the 
Star  Chamber.  . 

"  One  of  the  ^eatest  causes/'  says  his  Ma- 
jesty, "  of  all  Gentlemen's  desire  that  have  no 
caUing  or  errand  to  d\^ell  in  London/  is  appa- 
rently the  pride  of  the  toomen;  for  if  they  be 
wives,  then  their  husbands^  if  they  be  maids,  then 
their  fathers,  must  bring  them  up .  to  Londort, 
because  the, new  fashion  is  to  be  had  nowhere 

VOU  II.  F 
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tmt  in  London :  and  here,  if  diey  be  unmarried, 
they  mar  their  marriages ;  and  if  they  be  married, 
they  lose  their  reputations,  and  rob  their  hus- 
band's purses*  It  is  the  &shion  of  Italy — that 
all  the  GenlTy  dwell  in  the  principal  towns,  and 
so  the  who)e  country  is  empty :  even  so  now  in 
England,  all  the  country  is  gotten  into  London, 
so  as  with  time  England  will  be  only  London, 
and  the  whole  country  be  left  waste  :  for  al  we 
now  do  imitate  the  French  in  fashion  of  clothes, 
and  lacquies  to  follow  every  man,  so  have  we  got 
up  the  Italian  fashion,  in  living  miserably  in  our 
houses,  and  dwelling  all  in  the  city :  but  let  U9 
in  God's  name,  leave  these  idle  foreign  toys,  and 
keep  the  old  fashion  of  England;  and  there- 
fore, as  every  fish  lives  in  his  own  place,  some 
in  the  fresh,  some  in  the  salt,  some  in  the  mud, 
so  let  every  one  live  in  his  own  place,  some  at 
Court,  some  in  the  city,  some  in  the  country : 
specially  at  festival  times,  as  Christmas  sind 
Easter,  and  the  rest." 

Lord  Bac(m,  in  his  Apothegms,  tells  us,  that 
King  James  **  was  wont  to  be  very  earnest  with 
the  Country  Gentlemen  to  go  from  London  to 
their  country  houses:  sometimes  saying  to  them. 
Gentlemen,  at  London  you  are  like  ships  at  sea. 
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which  shew  like  nothing;  but  in  yont  cotiHtry 
villages,  you  are  like  ships  in  st  river,  which  loy3ik 
like  very  great  things."  The  succei^sor  of  King 
James,  Charles  the  First,  absolutely  sent  them 
packing,  by  proclamation,  insisting  that  **  evety 
Nobleman,  or  Gentleman,  Bishop,  Rector,  ot 
Curate,  unless  he  were  in  the  service  of  the  Court 
or  Council,  should  in  forty  days  depart  from  the 
cities  of  London  and  Westminster,  and  report  to 
their  several  counties,  where  they  usually  reside, 
and  there  keep  their  habitations  and  hospitality, 
attend  their  services,  and  be  ready  for  the  defence 
and  guidance  of  those  parts,  as  their  callings^ 
degrees,  and  abilities,  should  extend/' 

In  Bishop  Hall's  Satires,  the  Gentry's  deser- 
tion of  their  country  residences  is  thus  feelingly 
i3et  forth. 

<'  Beat  the  broad  gates,  a  goodlj  hollow  soand 
Wk6  doable  echoes  doth  agaiue  rebound ; 
But  not  a  dog  doU^  bark  to  wekome  tliee. 
Nor  ohurltsh  porter  canst  thou  chafing  see ; 
All  damb  and  silent,  like  the  dead  of  night, 
Or  dwelling  of  some  sleepy  Sybarite  ? 
The  marble  pavement  hid  with  desert  weed, 
With  hoase-leek,  thistle,  dock  and  hemlock  seed. 
Look  to  the  towered  chimnies,  which  should  be 
The  wind-pipes  of  good  hospitalitie  ;— 
ho,  there  th'  unthankful  swallow  takes  her  rest, 
And  fills  the  tunnel  with  her  circled  nest." 

f2 
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It  would  be  unpardonable,  in  writing  of  Ccftni- 
try  *  Squires, to  omit  the  following  jior^raiVs  drawn 
from  the  life. 

The  first  is  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Hastings  of 
Dbrsetshire,  of  whom  a  picture  is  preserved,  in 
the. possession,  I  think,  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury. 

Mr.  Hastings  was  low  of  stature,  but  strong 
and  active,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  with  flaxen 
hair.  His  cloaths  were  always  of  grten  cloth,  his 
house  was  of  the  old  fashion ;  in  the  midst  of  a 
large  park,  well  stocked  with  deer,  rabbits,  and 
Jish-ponds.  He  had  a  long  narrow  bowling-green 
in  it,  and  used  to  play  with  round  sand  bowls. 
Here  too  he  had  a  banqueting  room  built,  like 
a  stand,  in  a  large  tree!  He  kept  all  sorts  of 
hounds,  that  ran  buck,  fox,  hare,  otter,  and  bad- 
ger; and  had  hawks  of  all  kinds,  both  long  and 
short  winged.  His  great  hall  was  commonly 
strewed  with  marrow  bones,  and  full  of  hawk- 
perches,  hounds,  spaniels,  and  terriers.  The  upper 
end  of  it  was  hung  with  fox-skins,  of  this  and  the 
last  year's  killing.  Here  and  there  a  pole-cat  was 
intermixed;  and  hunter's  poles  in  great  abun- 
dance. The  parlour  was  a  large  room,  com- 
pletely furnished  in  the  same  style.    On  a  broad 
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hearth,  paved  with  brick,  lay  some  of  the  choic- 
est terriers,  hounds,  and  spanieh.  One  or  two  of 
the  great  chairs  had  litters  of  eats  in  them,  which 
were  not  to  be  disturbed.  Of  these,  three  of' 
four  always  attended  him  at  dinner,  and  a  little 
white  wand  lay  by  his  trencher  to  defend  it,  if 
they  were  too  troublesome.  In  the  wi^cLows, 
which  were  very  large,  lay  his  arrows,  crossbows, 
and  other  accoutrements.  The  comers  of  the 
room  were  filled  with  his  best  hunting  and 
hawking  poles.  His  oyster  table  stood  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  room,  which  was  in  constant 
use  twice  a  day,  all  the  year  round,  for  he  never 
failed  to  eat  oysters  both  at  dinner  and  supper ; 
with  which  the  neighbouring  town  of  Pool  sup- 
plied him.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  room  stood 
a  small  table  with  a  double  desk,  one  side  of 
which  held  a  Church  Bible,  the  other  the  Book 
of  Martyrs.  On  different  tables  in  the  room  lay 
hawk's'hoods,  bells,  old  hats,  with  their  crowns 
thrust  in,  full  o{ pheasants'  eggs:  tables,  dice,  cards, 
and  store  of  tobacco  pipes.  At  one  end  of  this 
room  was  a  door,  which  opened  into  a  closet^ 
where  stood  bottles  of  strong  beer  and  wine; 
which  never  came  out  but  in  single  glasses, 
which  was  the  rule  of  the  house ;  for  he  never 
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exceeded  hima^f,  nor  permitted  others  to  ex- 
ceed. *  Answering  to  this  closet,  was  a  door  into 
an  G^d  daiapel,  which  had  been  long  disused  for 
devotion ;  bat  in  the  pulpit,  as  the  safest  place, 
was  always  to  be  found  a  cold  chine  of  beef,  a 
venisoti  pasty,  a  gammon  of  bacon,  or  a  great 
apple-pie,  with  thick  crui^t,  well  baked.  His 
table  cost  him  not  much,  thoogh  it  was  good  to 
e^  at.  His  sports  supplied  all,  but  beef  and 
mutton,  except  on  Fridays,  when  he  had  the 
be^t  of  ^fish.  He  never  wanted  a  London  pud- 
ding ;  and  he  always  sang  it  in  with  **  my  part 
lies  therein-a.'^  He  drank  let  glass  or  two  of 
wine  at  meab ;  put  syrup  of  gilly-£bwers  into 
his  sack;  and  had  always  a  tun  glass  of  small 
beer  standing  by  him,  which  h6  often  stirred 
kbout  with  rosemary.  He  lived  to  be  an  hundred, 
and  neveir  k>8t  his  eye-sight,  nor  ni^d  spectacles* 
He  got  on  horseback  without  help,  and  rode 
to  the  death  of  the  stag,  till  he.  was  pa^t'lbur^ 
score. 

Gfbse  has  giveii  us,  in'  his  sketches  of  some 
iK^romrOttt  characters  of  the  last  age^  a  most 
amusing  portrait  t>f  the  Country  ^Squire  of  Queen 
Atm^s  days :  "  i  mean,*^  says  he,.  ^  the  /itffe 
indepeniant  Oentleman  of  three  hundred  pounds 
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|>er  waum>  who  conmionly  appeared  in  a  plain 
dndb  or  plush  coat,  large  silver  buttons,  a  jockey 
cap,  and  rarely  without  boots.  His  travels  ne- 
?er  exceeded  the  distance  of  the  county  town, 
and  thkt  oi^y  at  assize  and  session  time,  or  to 
attend  an  election*  Once. a  week  he  commonly 
dined  at  the  next  market  town,  with  the  attor^ 
nies  and  justices.  This  man  went  to  Church 
legttlarly,  read  the  weekly  journal,  settled  the 
parochial  disputes  between  the  parish  officers 
^t  the  vestry,  and  afterwards  adjourned  to  the 
neighbouring  ale-house,  where  he  usually  got 
drunk  for  the  good  of  his  country.  He  never 
played  at  cards  but  at  Christmas,  when  a  family 
pack  was  produced  from  the  mantle-piece.  He 
was  commonly  foUowed  by  a  couple  of  greyr 
iounds  and  a  pointer,  and  announced  his  arrival 
at  a  neighbour's  house  by  smacking  his  whip,  or 
giving  the  view-halloo.  His  drink  was  generally 
ale,  except  pn  Christmas,  the  ^h  of  November, 
or  som^  other  gala  dayl^,  when  he  would  make  q. 
bowl  of  strohg  brandy  pui^h,  garnished  with  a 
toaat  and  nutoieg.  A  journey  to  London  was, 
hy  one  of  these  men,  reckoned  as  grekt  an  uur 
d^rtaking,  as  is  at  present  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Ipdks,  and  undertaken  with  scarce  less  precaur 
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tion  and  preparation.  His  hall  was  furnished 
with  flitches  of  bac(m,  and  the  mantle-piece  with 
gtms  BXiAfishmg-rods  of  different  dimensions,  ac-* 
companied  by  the  broad  sword,  partizan,  and 
dagger.^  borne  by  his  ancestor  in  the  civil  wars. 
The  vacant  spaces  were  occupied  hysta^^s  homu 
Against  the  wall  was  posted  King  Charles's  GoU 
den  Rules,  Vincent  Wmg^s  Almanack,  and  a  Por- 
trait of  the  I?iifte  o^:JI£a^/6orcw^  in  his  window 
lay  Baku's  Chromcle,  Fox^s  Book  of  Martyrs, 
Glanvil  on  Apparitions,  Qmncey's  DispenMOtorif, 
the  Complete  Justice,  and  a  book  of  Farriery. 
V  **  In  the  comer,  by  the  fire-side,  stood  a  large 
wooden  two-armed  chair  with  a  cushion ;  and 
within  the  chimney  comer  were  a  couple  of 
seats.  Here,  at  Christmas,  he  entertained  his 
tenants,  assembled  round  a  glowing  fire  made  oiP 
the  roots  of  trees>  and  other  great  logs,  and  told 
and  heard  the  traditionary  tales  of  the  village 
respecting  ghosts  and  witches,  till  fear  madcf 
them  afiraid  to  move.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
jomm  of  ale  was  in  continual  circulation/' 

Hiese  are  excellent  descriptions,  or  rather,  as 
I  have  observed,  portraits  from  life,  of  the  tme 
old  English  'Squire,  very  unlike  Mr.  John  Cai^e- 
lesse's  "  Old  English  'Squire,  in  10  Cantos,*' 
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with  XXtV  absurd  but  gawdy  plates,  printed  for 
Thoni;a8  U'LesLn^26i  Haymarket,  1821 ;  of  which 
I  cannot  help  saying,  in  reproof  of  the  had  tasii 
of  the  time$,  I  never  saw  such  a  parcel  of  perfect 
nonsense  (amounting  to  no  less  than  2159  lines) 
made  into  a^ite  book,  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life. 

Of  the  Christmas  festivals  of  our  ancestors, 
take  the  following  account,  from  the  Collections 
of  Aubrey,  1678. — **  An  English  Gentleman,  at 
the  opening  of  the  great  Day,  that  is,  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  in  the  morning,  had  all  his  tenants 
and  neighbours  entered  his  hall  by  day-break. 
The  strong  beer  was  broached,  and  the  black-jacks 
went  plentifully  about  with  toast,  sugar,  nutmeg, 
and  good  Cheshire  cheese.     The  tables  were  all 
spread  from  the  first  to  the  last ;  the  sirloins  of 
btrf,  the  minced  pies,  the  plum-porridge,  the  capons, 
turkeys, geese,  ijid plum-puddings,. viere  all  brought 
upon  the  board  ;  every  one  eat  heartily,  and  was 
welcome,  which  gave  rise  to  the  Proverb, 

"  Merrj  in  the  ball,  when  beards  wag  all." 

But  the  ancient  festivities  of  Christmas,  can- 
not possibly  be  better  described,  than  by  the  pen 
of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  Marmion.    Every  body 
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hi^  read  it,  and  yet  I  think  nobody  will  dislike 
to  be  put  again  in  mind  of  it,  as  strictly  apper- 
taining to  the  subject  we  are  upon. 

** Well  onr  Christian  Sires  of  old 

Lov'd  when  the  year  its  coarse  had  rolFd, 

And  bnmght  hlkke  Chrittwutt  back  again. 

With  all  his  hospiUAU  train. 

Domestic  and  religions  rite 

Gave  honor  to  the  holy  night : 

On  Christmas  Eve  the  bells  were  rang ; — 


Forth  to  the  wood  did  merrj  men  go. 
To  gather  in  the  mtsUtoe. 
Then  opened  wide  tiro  Baron's  hall 
To  Vassd,  Teiumit  sei/and  att; 
Power  laid  his  rod  of  rule  aside. 
And  Ceremony  doff'd  his  Pride. 
The  heir  with  roses  in  his  shoes. 
That  night  mdf^  village  partner  chase ; 
The  Lord,  underogaiimgf  share 
The  Vulgar  game  of  *' post  and /)air." 
All  hail'd,  with  nncontrolled  delight. 
And  general  voice,  the  happy  night, 
That  to  the  Cottage,^as  the  Crown, 
Brought  TIDINGS  of  Salvation  down. 

"  The  fire  with  well-dried  logs  supplied. 
Went  roaring  op  the  chimney  wide  ; 
The  huge  Hall-Table's  oaken  face, 
Scrnbb'd  'till  it  shone,  the  day  to  grace. 
Bore  then  npon  its  massive  board 
No  tnarh  to  part  the  'Squire  and  Lord, 
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Then  was  breoght  ia  the  losty  hrawH^ 

By  old  bbte-coated  seryiog-man  ; 

Then  the  grim  boar's-head  frovined  on  high, 

Created  with  (^f*  and  rowMory. 

— ^Then  came  the  merry  nuuquers  in. 

And  carols  roarM  with  blithesopie  din  ; 

If  unmelodioas  was  the  song. 

It  was  a  hearty  note,  and  strong. 

Bat  O !  what  masquers,  richly  dight. 

Can  boast  of  bosoms  half  so  light  7 

England  was  tnerry  England,  when 

Old  Christmas  brongfat  his  sports  again — 

A  Christmas  gambol  oft  could  cheer 

The  poor  man's  heart  through  half  the  year." 

"  I  have  often  thought/'  said  the  kind-hearted 
Sir  Roger  de  Coverly,  "  it  happens  very  "well 
that  Christmas  should  fall  out  in  the  middk  of  the 
Winier.  It  is  the  most  dead^  uncomfortable 
time  of  the  year,  when  the  poor  people  would 
suffer  very  much  from  their  poverty  and  cold,  if 
they  had  not  good  cheer,  wann  fires,  and  Ckrut- 
mas  gambols  to  support  them.  I  love  to  rgoice 
their  poor  hearts  at  this  season,  and  to  see  the 
'whde  village  merry  in  my  great  hall.  I  allow  a 
double  quantity  of  malt  to  my  small  beer,  and 
Bet  it  a  running  for  twelve  days  to  every  one  that 
calls  for  it.  I  have  always  a  piece  of  cold  beef 
and  a  mmce-pie  upon  the  table,  and  am  .won- 
derfully pleased  to  see  my  teimnts  pass  away  a 
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whole  evening  in'  playing  their  innocent  tricks 
and  smutting  one  another." 

*'  Alas !"  as  Bloomfield  says^  "  such  were  the 
days." — I  fear  there  is  now  no  possible  chance  of 
their  revival.  In  no  instance  could  the  proper  dra- 
matis persona  of  such  highly  interesting  entertain- 
ments be  found.  Thanks  to  our  mismanaged  poor 
laws«  the  wealth  of  our  Country  Gentlemen  is 
forced  into  other  channels,  and  the  poor  demand-- 
ing  as  their  right,  what  formerly  was  distributed 
amongst  them  in  the  true  spirit  of  charity  and  so^ 
cial  benefiolence,  are  become  too  demoraKzed,  rapa- 
cious, covetous,  and  unthankful,  to  participate  in 
such  festive  scenes.  Such  rural  mirth  and 
MANNERS  then,  i  greatly  fear,  are  truly  no  more. 
But  whose  fault  is  it? — I  shall  beg  leave  to  in-r 
troduce  some  extracts  from  a  work  that  has 
lately  appeared,  said  to  be  written  by  an  Ame- 
rican, which  may. help  perhaps  to  throw  some 
light  upon  this  subject. 

"  I  do  not  know  a  more  enviable  condition  of 
life,  than  that  of  an  English  Gentleman,  of 
sound  judgment  and. good  feelings,  who  passes 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  on  an  hereditary 
estate  in  the  country.  He  has  it  greatly  in  his 
power  to  do  good,  and  to  have  that  good  im- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


B6QUIRES    AND   GENTLEMEN.  77 

mediately  reflected  back  upon  himself.    He  can 
render  essential  service^   to    his    country — ^by 
watching  over  the  opinions  and  principles  of 
the  lower    orders   around    him — ^by    mingling 
frankly  among  them,  gaining  their  confidence, 
becoming  the  immediate  auditor  of  their  com- 
plaints^ informing  himself  of  their  wants,  mak- 
ing himself  a  chaiinel  through  which  their  griev- 
ances may  be  quietly  communicated  to  the  pro- 
per sources  of  mitigation  and  relief ;  or  by  be- 
coming, if  need  be,  the  enlightened  Chaihpion 
of  their  rights*    It  is  when  the  rich  and  well- 
educated  and  highly  privileged  classes  neglect 
their  duties,  when  they  neglect  to  study  their 
interests,  and  conciliate  the  affections,  and  in- 
struct the  opinions  and  champion  the  rights  of 
the  people,  that  the  latter  become  discontented 
and  turbulent,  and  fall  into  the  hands  of  dema- 
gogues :  the  demagogue  always  steps  in  where 
ihepcUriot  is  wanting. 

"  It  is  absurd  in  a  country  like  England, 
where  there  is  so  much  freedom,  and  such  a 
jealousy  of  rights,-  for  any  man  to  talk  superci- 
liously of  the  commpn  people.UEThere  is  no  rank 
or  distinction  that  severs  a  man  from  his  fellow- 
subjects  ;  and  if  by  any  gradual  neglect  or  as- 
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sumption  on  the  one  side,  and  discontent  and 
jealousy  on  the  other,  the  orders  of  society 
should  really  separate,  let  those  who  stand  on 
the  eminence  beware,  that  the  chasm  is  not  mi- 
ning at  their  feet.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  in 
a  free  government  as  a  vacuum,  and  whenever 
one  is  likely  to  take  place,  by  the  drawing  off  of 
the  rich  and  intelligent  from  the  poor,  the  bad 
passions  of  society  will  rush  in  to  fill  up  the 
space,  and  rend  the  whole  asunder.  So  long  as 
the  English  Nobility  and  Gentry  pass  the  greats 
part  of  their  time  in  the  quiet  and  purity  of  the 
country ;  surrounded  by  the  monuments  of  their 
illustrious  ancestors ;  surrounded  by  every  thing 
that  csm  inspire  generous  pride,  noble  emulation, 
and  amiable  and  magnanimous  sentiment;  so 
long  they  are  safe,  and  in  them  the  nation  may 
repose  its  interests  and  its  honor. — In  a  consti- 
tution like  that  of  England,  the  titled  orders  are 
intended  to  be  as  useful  as  they  are  ornamental, 
and  it  is  their  virtues  alone  that  can  render  them 
both.  Their  duties  are  divided  between  the 
Sovereign  and  the  subject;,  surrounding  and 
giving  lustre  and  dignity  to  the  throne,  and  at 
the  same  time  tempering  and  mitigating  its  rays, 
until  they  are  transmitted  in  mild  and  gentle  ra- 
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diance  to  the  people.  Bom  to  leisure  and  opu- 
lence, they  owe  the  exercise  of  their  talents, 
and  the  expenditure  of  their  wealth  to  their  na* 
tm  country.  They  may  be  compared  to  the 
clouds ;  which  being  drawn  up  by  the  sun,  and 
elevated  in  the  heavens^  reflect  and  magnify  his 
splendour;  while  Aey  repay  the  earth,  from 
which  they  derive  their  sustenance,  by  return- 
ing their  treasures  to  its  bosom  in  fertilizing 
showers*." 

I  have  been  obliged  to  pass  over  many  pas- 
sages, I  could  willingly  have  transcribed,  as  il- 
lustrative of  my  own  feelings  in  regard  to  a  resi-' 
dent  Country  Gentry  ;  and  of  that  reciprocity  of 
honest  and  cordial  attachment,  which  once  bound 
together,  in  indissoluble  harmony,  the  two  or- 
ders of  society,  the  high  and  the  low. — ^The  Town 
and  the  Country,  as  some  political  economists 
admit,  may  be  brought  to  flourish,  not  sepa- 
rately but  together ;    to   assist  each  other,   if 

*  *<  The  most  beaatifal  possession  which  a  country  can  huve,  is  a 
noble  or  a  rich  roan,  who  loves  virtue  and  knowledge  ; — who  with- 
out being  feeble  or  fanatical,  is  pious — and  who  without  being  fac- 
tious, is  firm  and  independent ; — who  in  his  political  life,  is  an  equi- 
table mediator  between  king  and  people  ;  and  in  his  civil  life,  a  firm 
promoter  of  all  which  can  shed  a  lustre  upon  his  country,  or  promote 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  world."— JE?dwtft.  Reviem, 
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neither  be  suffered  to  preponderate ;  but  if  th6 
Town  tempt  too  many  of  our  Nobility  and  Gentry 
from  their  country  seats/  and  occasion  too  wide 
a  chasm  between  them  and  their  tenantry,  de- 
population  would  be  better  perhaps,  than  so  de-^ 
9erted  a  population.  In  short,  the  old  Country 
'Squire>  with  hits  hounds  and  horns,  his  rude 
manners,  and  unrefined  hospitalities,  would  in 
my  estimation  be  far  better  than  no  ^Squire 
at  all. 

Having  advanced  so  much  in  favor  of  Country 
'Squires,  it  may  be  well  that  I  should  guard 
against  some  mistakes  into  which  my  readers 
might  be  led  by  what  I  have  said  above.  It  is 
not  a  *  Squire  Western  that  I  am  contemplating  ; 
nor  yet  a  Mr.  Allworthy ;  the  former  has  too  many 
roughnesses,  about  him,  the  latter  too  muck  gen- 
tility ;  and  yet,  jumbled  together,  th^  migtkt  a 
good  deal  resemble  the  character  I  have  in  view ; 
perhaps,  if  Sir  Roger  de  Goverly  (bating  his 
Knighthood)  were  added  to  the  lump,  scarcely 
one  virtue  or  one  vice  would  be  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  Country  'Squire,  whose  loss  I  have  ven- 
tured to  deplore. 

Sir  Roger  de  Coverly  indeed  is  one  of  a  select 
number  of .  personages,    with  whom    I    would 
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not  for  the  world  but  feel  acquainted^  in  my 
passage  through  this  (Chequered  life.  I  shall 
just  mention  some  of  the  others.  Falstaff,  for 
instance;  Don  Quixote  and  Sancho.  Panza; 
Gil  Bias,  Uncle  Toby,  smd  there  may  be  a  few 
more  originals  of  the  same  description ;  but  Sir 
Roger  de  Coverly  is,  I  think,  my  greatest  fa* 
voorite;  and  though  the  Spectator  is  a  book  to 
be  found  in  every  library,  yet  as  I. never  take  up 
any  volume  of  it  without  finding  somiething  new, 
or  apparently  so,  as  my  thoughts  or  meditations 
at  the  time  may  happen  to  direct  me  to  different 
topics,  I  cannot  forbear,  as  a  conclusion  to  this 
section  on  Country  'Squires,  to  solicit  the  rea- 
der's attention  very  particularly  to  the  following 
Numbers,  in  which  he  will  be  able  to  see  what 
constituted  the  intrinsic  good  qualities  of  that 
race  of  men,  **  the  ornaments  of  the  English  na- 
tion;" as  Sir  Roger  himself  was  wont  to  call 
them— Nos.  106,  107,  108,  110,  112,  113,  116, 
1 16, 122,  269,  617.  I  forbear  to  make  extracts ; 
some  of  my  readers  I  doubt  not  already  know 
them  nearly  by.  heart.  But  I  shall  beg  to  add 
two  more,  viz.  Nos.  174  and  644.  The  former 
is  admirably  calculated  to  shew,  how  injurious 
the  jealousies  are  which  too  commonly  subsist^ 
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between  different  parties  in  the  State^  as  parti- 
cularly between  the  landed  and  trading  interests^ 
how  much  trade  helps  the  country^  and  the 
country,  trade.  The  latter  tends  to  prove  how 
beneficial  in  the  way  of  example,  the  amiable 
qualities  and  benevolent  views  of  a  true  Country 
Gentleman  may  be,  from  the  visible  effects  they 
produce  on  those  dependent  upon  them,  or  bene- 
fited by  them. 
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There  is  one  class  of  persons  much  out  of  the 
way  of  honors  and  distinctions;  I  mean  the 
Clergy.  I  know  a  certain  number  of  them, 
(about  9ijifty-seventh  part  or  so  of  the  whole)  may 
become  Archbishops,  Bishops,  Deans,  Archdeacons, 
Canons,  Prebendaries,  Sec.  But  it  is  most  par- 
ticularly of  those  who  do  not  become  so,  that  I 
mean  to  speak,  and  who  very  possibly  may,  in 
abundance  of  cases,  as  well  deserve  to  be  ho- 
nored and  distinguished,  as  many  who  obtain 
tUks,  &c.  &c.  merely  on  the  score  of  professional 
merit.  We  have  spoken  of  the  order  of  Knight- 
hood being  conferred  on  medical  persons,  and 
even  people  of  trade;  but  who  ever  heard  of  an 
aged  Clergyman  being  knighted  for  having  past 
the  best  years  of  his  life  in  close  residence  upon 
a  country  benefice,  in  pious  and  strict  discharge 
of  his  parochial  duties,  in  reclaiming  the  wicked^ 
in  encouraging  the  good,  visiting  the  sick^  and 
administering  to  the  dying  ? 

62 
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I  know  what  I  am  talking  about.  I  do  not 
really  mean  to  say  that  Knighthood  should  be 
conferred  on  such  persons.  I  apprehend  that 
according  to  the  rules  of  Chtvalty,  it  could  not 
he,  unless  they  resigned  those  very  benefices  of 
which  I  am  speaking,  for  I  have  read  that  when 
a  Sir  John  de  Gatesden,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.  being  ''  Clericus  et  mtdtis  ditattis  beneficUs/* 
(a  Clergyman  and  pretty  considerable  pluralist) 
was  to  be  knighted,  he  was  made  to  resign  his 
preferment,  "  quia  sic  oportuit,*'  because  it  be- 
hoved him  so  to  do,  and  then,  (after  having  done 
so)  he  was  girt  '*  baltheo  militari,'*  or  in  other 
words,  knighted. 

In  ancient  times  indeed.  Sir  was  a  common 
title  of  the  Clergy,  at  least  of  the  inferior  orders, 
being  the  regular  translation  of  Dominus,  the 
designation  of  those  who  had  taken  their  ^rs^ 
degree  in  the  University.  Hence  we  have  in 
Sluikespeare  Sir  Hugh,  in  "  the  Merry  Wives  oj 
Windsor  f"  SirTo^KH, '' Twelfth  NigM;"  Sir  OH- 
ver,  in  "  As  you  Uke  itT  and. Sir  Nathaniel  in 
"  Jjyoeh  Labour's  hst^  But  that  this  title  was 
quite  distinct  from  Knighthood,  is  plain  from 
what  Viola  says  in  Twelfth  Night,  "I  am  one  <hat 
had  rather  go  with  Sir  Priest,  than  Sir  Knight.'^ 
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But  indeed  I  am  not  going  to  say  more  of  the 
Ckrgjf,  than  what  I  think  is  due  to  them.  I 
am  intending  to  speak  merely  of  their  exchmon 
irom  such  public  honors  as  seem  open  to  every 
other  profession^  and  almost  every  other  calling. 
It  may  be  well  enough  to  say,  they  are  servants 
bf  a  King,  whose  "  kingdom"  is  "  not  of  thu 
world;**  it  is  fair  enough  to  allege  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  worldly-minded.  I  agree  to  all  this ; 
but  why  then,  as  is  the  case,  so  continually  cast 
upon  them  the  reproach  of  being  worldly-minded, 
when  they  so  contentedly  forego,  what  is  judged 
toliave  the  greatest  of  all  attractions  for  worldly- 
minded  persons,  titles,  honor,  and  personal  d&- 
tinctiof^  ? 

Besides  many  of  them  have  families ;  and  why 
should  such  families  in  no  instance  whatsoever 
derive  honor  from  the  worth  or  eminence  of  their 
parents ;  for  this  is  an  exclusion  that  extends  to 
Bishops  and  Archbishops,  as  well  as  the  inferior 
Clergy?  I  know  the  Clergy  may,  if  the  King 
see  fit,  be  made  Baronets,  or  Peers  of  the  realm, 
but  only  in  case  they  should  be  rich  enough  to 
maintain  such  dignities:  this  makes  the  exclusion 
of  the  poorer  otily  the  more  marked,  and  though 
I  intend  no  slight  to  those  who  may  be  endowed 
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with  wealth,  yet  surely  it  is  amongst  the  poorer 
Clergy  that  we  must  look  for  those  retired  vir- 
tues«  and  that  modest  worth,  which  might  be 
rendered  more  exemplary,  by  some  sort  of  fixed 
remuneration. 

There  could  be  no  harm  in  this,  after  the  ser- 
rices  performed.  It  would  not  interfere  with 
the  retired  habits  of  a  Country  Clergytnan,  whik 
discharging  those  duties,  if  after  a  certain  series 
of  years,  every  truly  pious  resident  Incumbent 
were  to  be  rewarded  for  his  pains  and  attentions^ 
and  removed  to  some  easier  of  less  anxious  post. 
A  snug  stall  in  some  Cathedral  would,  I  doubt 
not,  be  far  better>  than  all  the  orders  of  Knights 
hood  in  the  world?  But  who  is  to  bestow  it 
upon  them?  for  after  all,  there  is  really  no  pro* 
portion  between  the  gifts  and  the  claimants.  For 
what  are  200  Stalls,  I  will  not  say  to  18^000 
Clergy,  (though  I  might  say  so,)  nor  yet  to 
10,000  parish  ministers,  but  even  to  the  half  Or 
third  part  of  10,000,  with  the  contingencies  of 
suitable  vacancies  ? — For  unless  they  were  con- 
stantly bestowed  on  very  old  men,  what  prospects 
of  succession  could  old  Incumbents  have?  And 
what  chance  would  there  be  for  them,  if  it  should 
ever  become  the  custom  to  bestow  them  on  very 
young  men  ? 
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I  am  not  intending  to  put  myself  forward  at 
the  advocate  of  the  Clergy  beyond  their  just 
de^rts.  I  can  espy  £Biult0  amongst  them  as  well 
as  amongst  other  people ;  but  it  is  on  this  very 
account,  I  allow  myself  .to  touch  upon  .the  sub- 
ject at  all.  They  ought  not  in  all  justice  to  be 
charged  with  faults,  from  which,  as  a  body,  they 
seem  to  me  to  be  particularly  exempt.  Besides, 
while  any  real  laults  that  they  have  are  surie  to 
be  severely  noticed,  their  best  virtues  are  parti- 
cularjly  in  the  way  of  remaining  much  concealed: 
so  coitf^aled  that  I  believe  I  may  venture  to 
assert,  that  no  man  lives  in  greater  obscurity 
with  respect  to  the  world  at  large,  than  the  re- 
sident Incumbent  of  a  Country  Village.  No 
man  stands  a  greater  chance  of  being  forgotten 
by  his  friends,  overlooked  by  his  superioips,  and 
passed  by  in  the  distribution  of  honors  and  re- 
wards.^ 

There  is  an  old  story  told  of  Bishop  Butler^ 
author  of  the  Analogy  of  j)]'atural.and  Revealed 
Religion,  which  I  can  well  believe.  It  is  said 
that  Qoeen  Caroline,  who  knew  his  work,  asked 
Archbishop  Blackbourn  one  day,  how  long  Dr. 
Butler,  the  author  of  t^e  Analogy  of  Natural  and 
Revealed  Religion,  had  been  dead  ?    "  Madam," 
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rq4ied  the  Archbishop,  '' he  is  not  dead,  but 
buried.'^  He  was  in  fact  at  the  time  resident  on 
fk  country  living  in  the  North  of  England.  The 
Queen  had  him  disinterred,  and  interested  herself 
so  much  in  his  behalf>  that  it  ended  in  his  ad* 
yancement  at  last  to  the  rich  See  of  Durham. 

Our  Acts  of  Parliament  in  denouncing  penal- 
ties for  fum-residence  are  certainly  not  too  strict. 
Residence  should  be  enforced  wherever  it  can 
be  so ;  but  while  no  honors^  rewards^  or  emolu- 
ments are  distinctly  set  apart  for  those  who  do 
aside,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  strictly 
resident,  are  not  in  all  instances  exposed  to  the 
greater  penalties  of  the  two.  I  am  not  speaking 
of  Pofith  CeUbaies  ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  EngUA 
Protestant  Clergy,  who  have  commonly  families 
to  be  educated,  to  put  forward  in  the  vxnid,  and 
provide  for  in  different  lines  and  callings,  which 
cannot  be  done  effectually  without  some  commerce 
with  the  world  itself,  some  remote  interest,  some 
patronage  public  or  private.  Now  it  is  obvious 
that  many  who  do  not  reside  upon  their  country 
Umngs,  may  be  much  more  in  the  way  of  these 
advantages,  than  those  who  do.  The  former  may 
have  not  only  lawful  but  very  creditable  dispen- 
sations for  not  residing,  (as  when  employed  in 
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our  Uniyersities  for  Instance*)  but  such  dispen- 
sations and  employments^  are  in  themselves  of 
the  nature  of  advantages,  and  prwtleges,  the  want 
of  which  may  be,  occasionally,  very  mortifying, 
if  not  very  detrimental,  to  the  confined  resident. 
It  is  well  that  the  non-resident  should  be  made 
to  provide  amply  for  his  substitute,  and  that  the 
latter  should  be  placed  under  episcopal  protec- 
tion, and  perhaps  the  payments  and  allowances 
to  snch  a  substitute,  may  operate  as  a  sort  of 
mulct  upon  the  income  of  the  non-resident,  for 
which  however  his  dispensations  and  employ- 
ments elsewhere  may  compensate ;  but  the  close 
and  comtant  resident  has  always  to  look  forward, 
to  a  mulct  or  fine  of  this  very  kind,  when  that 
distressing  period  arrives,  in  which  he  shall  be 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  years  and  infirmi-^ 
ties,  unable  any  longer  to  discharge  with  credit 
or  effect,  those  duties  to  which  he  had  devoted 
gdl  the  better  years  of  his  life ;  doomed  to  sur- 
vive all  who  had  witnessed  his  former  exertions, 
and  become  the  sport  or  the  prey  of  their  chil- 

*  The  partionlar  oases  in  which  residence  maj  he  not  onl j  reason- 
ably dispensed  with,  hat  to  the  adyantage  of  the  pahlio  at  large,  are 
•daurahl J  pointed  oat  hj  Dr.  8hirg€8,vi\k\%  «  Thoughts  on  the  Rest- 
doiee  of  the  Clergy,"  1808,  second  Bdttioo. 
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dren  or  ohildren's  children.  These  are  the  things 
I  lament ;  it  is  not  merely  the  loss  of  worldly 
honors>  much  less  of  personal  distinctions,  that 
I  consider  a  grievance,  but  that,  unlike  all  other 
professions,  the  most  careful  and  diligent  dis- 
charge of  its  duties,  so  far  from  leading  to  any 
rewards,  bids  fair  to  end  in  trouble  and  sorrow ; 
he  who  rises  in  the  miUtary  profession,  may  ob- 
tain riches,  titles,  stars,  ribbands,  posts,  and  pen-* 
sions,  for  slaying  or  causing  to  be  slain  some 
hundreds  or  some  thousands  of  his  £ellow  crea-* 
tures ;  while  he  who  by  a  protracted  life  and 
long  residence  on  a  country  liying,  shall  have 
bestowed  Christian  burial  on  a  whole  generation 
of  honest  rustics,  m^y  be  daily  sinking  deeper 
and  deeper  into  obscurity,  if  not  into  positive 
care  and  disquietude.  Worldly  honors  in  such 
a  case  would  be  a  mere  mockery;  nor  do  I 
believe  that  any  of  the  resident  Clei^  covet 
such  things ;  but  surely  some  assistance,  if  not 
some  reward  might  be  found  for  those  who  are 
particularly  exemplary  in  the  discharge  of  th^r 
duties  in  this  profession  and  calling,  as  weU  as 
in  others.  The  Chaplain  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  always  rewarded  with  a  King's  Stall, 
when  he  has  read  some  very  sliort  prayers  to  that 
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hoQOorable  assembly  for  about  eighteen  months 
in  the  space  oi  three  years^  or  perhaps  much  less ; 
thk  may  not  be  improper^  considering  the  dig-r 
nity  of  the  appointment;  but  three  times  eighteen 
TEARS  residence  on  a  country  living  in  the  most 
desolate  part  of  England  or  Wales,  establishes  no 
daim  whatsoever  to  any  thing  further ! 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  Stalls  in  our 
Cathedrals,  if  expressly  appropriated  to  such 
purposes,  woxdd  be  far  from  sufficient ;  but  that 
they  were  formerly  so  appropriated,  as  far  eis  they 
would  go,  I  have  reason  to  think  from  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  very  old^book. 

Mr.  Harrison,  in  his  description  of  Britaine, 
prefixed  to  Hollmshed's  Chronicle,  speaking  of 
Cathedral  Churches,  observes,  "  These  Cathe- 
dral! Churches  have  i^  like  maner  other  digni- 
ties and  canonries  still  remayning  unto  them  as 
heretofore,  under  the  Popish  regiment.  How- 
beit  those  that  are  chosen  to  the  same  are  no 
ydle  and  unprofitable  persons,  (as  in  times  past 
they  have  beene  when  most  of  these  livinges 
were  either  furnished  with  straungers,  especially 
out  of  Italy,  or  such  ideots  as  had  least  skill  of 
all  in  discharging  of  those  functions,  whereunto 
they  were  called  by  vertue  of  these  stipendes) 
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but  such  as  by  preaching  and  teaching  can  and 
doe  learnedly  set  forthe  the  glorie  of  God^  and 
farder  the  overthrow  of  Antichrist  to  the  utter- 
most of  their  powers.^ 

Whether  the  learned  writer  meant  to  speak 
only  of  the  minor  canonries  and  prebends>  I  am 
not  quite  certain,  but  if  the  minor  canonries  were 
so  carefully  provided  for,  and  worthily  bestowed, 
who  can  doubt  but  that  still  greater  care,  and 
more  consideration  of  worth,  should  have  been 
employed,  in  disposing  of  the  major  canonries 
and  prebends  ? 

I  grant  that  where  the  Clergy  do  reside,  there 
may  undoubtedly  be  many  private  motives  to 
residence ;  perhaps  the  private  may  greatly  pre- 
dominate over  the  public  motives ;  there  may  be 
no  small  number  of  resident  Clergy  who  fall 
strictly  under  the  description  given  us  in  th6 
Deserted  Village ; 

'*  Remote  from  towns  he  rtn  his  godlj  race, 
Nor  e*er  had  diang'd,  nor  witVd  to  ektmge  hit  place ; 
Unikilfal  he  to  fawn,'*  &g.  &o.  &o. 

The  whole  is  too  long  to  insert;  but  there 
could  surely  be  no  harm  in  increasing  such  jm- 
vote  motives,  by  a  little  extraordinary  assist- 
ance at  the  close  of  life,  and  giving  at  the  same 
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time  Bome  pubtidtif  to  the  act,  to  obviate  the  too 
ccnnmon  belief  that  non-residence  prevails  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  perhaps  it  really  does. 
I  have  said  that  this  is  too  common  a  belief,  and 
I  am  rather  strengthened  in  the  opinion,  by  the 
information  I  have  obtained,  that,  even  around 
the  spot  where  I  am  writing  this  book,  there  are 
resident  Incumbents  punctually  discharging  their 
duties,  in  (at  the  least,)  XXIII  contiguous  pa- 
rishes. There  may  be  more,  but  I  am  well  pleased 
to  learn  there  are  actually  so  many  as  the  number 
stated;  for  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  have 
it  supposed,  that  in  any  thing  I  say,  I  can  have 
the  slightest  intention  to  discourage  residence ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  wish  to  promote  it  to  the  ut- 
most extent,  and  am  well  persuaded,  that  under 
all  possible  discouragements  of  a  worldly  nature, 
a  Country  Clergyman,  be  his  local  appointment 
what  it  may,  has  many  resources  to  render  his 
retirement  pleasant  and  agreeable.  There  is  in 
the  Scotch  publication  of  the  Bee,  vol.  xii.  p.  17, 
a  very  good  paper  to  this  effect,  namely,  on  the 
objects  of  pursuit  compatible  with  the  duties  of  a 
Clergyman;  which  I  would  venture  to  recom- 
mend to  the  attention  of  all  Candidates  for  Holy 
Orders. 
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But  I  have  long  been  in  the  way  of  hearing 
things  imputed  to  the  Clergy  as  a  body,  to  whieh^ 
if  I  have  any  knowledge  of  history,  or  any  com- 
petent notion  of  their  present  proceedings  and 
situation,  I  cannot  justly  assent*  Nothing,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  is  more  common  than  to  hear  them 
spoken  of  as  notoriously  selfish,  covetous,  rapa- 
cious, mercenary,  proud  and  meddling;  and  yet 
perhaps  there  is  no  order  of  society  which  has 
been  robbed  and  defrauded  (I  can  call  it  no  less,) 
of  their  public  rights,  privileges,  and  property, 
I  know  it  may  be  very  unpopular  to  say  such 
things,  but  if  I  really  believe  them  to  be  so,  why 
may  not  I  avail  myself  of  the  boasted  liberty  of 
the  British  Press,  to  speak  well  of  any  class  of 
my  fellow  subjects,  and  of  our  public  institu- 
tions, as  freely  as  others  do  to  speak  ill  of  dieniy 
without  mercy,  and  without  remorse?  but  in 
what  I  have  to  say,  I  shall  be  very  careful  to 
advance  no  more  than  what  I  think  every  honest 
layman  ought  to  allow^  who  would  give  himself 
the  trouble  to  take  an  impartial  view  of  history 
and  common  facts'^. 

*  Before  I  proceed,  I  am  anxioas,  aa  in  former  instances,  to  notice 
certain  objections  whioh  have  been  advanced  to  the  contents  of  this 
Section,  since  tlie  publicatidn  of  mj  first  Edition ;  not  feeling  JBjr*elf 
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And  first,  allow  me  ta  ask  what  is  become  of 
their  Ccmyocation  ?     I  wish  not  to  be  mistaken, 

under  any  actatl  necessity  of  expoAgiiig  or  retnctmg  so  nmch  as  one 
word  that  I  had  written.  In  the  Literary  Gazette  of  Jane,  1829,  this 
Section  then,  is  spoken  of  as  follows :  **  There  is  an  Essay  upon  the 
word  *  Ckrgy,'  of  a  jfroM  east,  and  indeed  a  bold  -rindioation  of  that 
learned  body  from  tiie  charges  by  which  it  is  in  oar  time  so  con^ 
stantly  assailed."  To  this  remark  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  than 
to  express  some  degree  of  concern  that  the  tenor  of  my  pablioation 
shonld  haTo  been  so  little  understood,  as  to  rander  it  i^tparmOg  a 
matter  of  some  smryri$e,  that  any  thing  of  a  ^ranr  east  shoald  be 
found  amongst  its  Sections.  I  hare  repeatedlj  told  my  readers,  that 
I  meant  to  be  grare  as  well  as  gay,  if  any  portion  of  my  work  should 
tempt  me  so  to  be ;  but  another  reriewer  of  my  book  (if  T  may  pre- 
sVEBie  to  eaU  him  so,)  has  almost  spoken  angrily  upon  the  subject,  as 
though  I  were  dieating  the  public  by  any  attempt  to  beguile  them 
of  a  kmgh,  «  In  a  publication  ot  tibu  kind,*'  says  the  writer,  **  it  is 
▼exatioaa  to  be  interrupted  in  our  pleasing  progress,  by  the  inser- 
tion tX  jtfUf-^igkA  plodding  pages  on  the  <  Chrgf;'  filled  with  nadu$i§ 
hut  fie  iitVMM  tigkt  o/HASa,  and  lamentaiiim^ oyer  thek  lon^loHeom-' 
•ocoftofis,  and  eedesuuHcai  patUammiU,  If  it  was  requisite  to  write 
sudi  a  chapter  why  was  it  not  published  as  a  separate  pamphlet?  but 
then,  to  be  sure,  it  would  have  been  bought  only  by  those  had  an  in- 
terest IB  the  subject."  Now  in  the  last  paragnq^,  I  have  no  besita- 
tion  to  aoknowledge,  that  this  respectable,  and  in  all  other  instances 
indulgent  reviewer,  has  exactly  described  the  state  of  my  feeHags, 
and  scope  of  my  intentions.  I  did  expressly  mean  to  speak  a  word 
/er  the  Clergy,  lo  those  most  particularly  vrho  were  not  of  that  pro* 
feasien ;  to  those  who  were  not  personally  interested  in  the  subject, 
merriy  to  bespeak  a  fidr  allowsaiee  for  those  who  were,  but  sooner 
than  be  uesttltoiiff  or  too  intruding,  I  would  wish  those  ef  my  readers, 
who  are  really  afraid  of  fifty-eight  such  plodding  pages,  upon  this 
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I  am  quite  aware  that  to  propose  its  reyiTal, 
would  be  very  unsuitable  to  the  temper  of  the 

warning,  to  itop  short  here,  skip  tke  reBsindery  and  not  speak  ill 
of  the  Clerg J,  till  they  feel  themselres  snffieieBUy  at  leisare  to  go  to 
theendoftheSeotion.  As  to  ito  being  «  filled  with  nothing  bat  the 
difine  right  of  tithes^  and  lamentations  over  the  long-lost  efwo^ 
tioos"  of  the  Clergy,  &e.,  I  eannot  forbear  to  obserre,  that  I  hvfo  - 
entirely  abstained  from  so  moeh  as  hinting  at  the  divine  right  of 
tithes ;  on  the  eootrary,  I  hare  been  quite  satbfied  with  establishing 
the  ewO,  hgd  right  of  the  Clergy  to  tithes,  as  ffnftrt§i  from  tho 
period  at  least  of  the  B^lorma^tM,  when  the  isfty  was  permitted,  oer- 
tainly  todAoHl  nny  imim  right,  to  take  so  large  a  share  of  the  Chnroh 
roTenaes.  It  will  be  time  enongh  to  write  about  the  dkrim  right, 
when  the  aliemaied  propmrtjf,  now  held  by  a  rery  iifentd  right, 
eomes  to  be  rtdnmtd,  whieh  I  think  is  little  likely  to  happen  mdler 
our  Proteftanl  establishment.  If  the  Caikolie»  indeed  were  to  oomA 
into  power  again,  there  is  no  knowing  what  might  happen  ;  lAsy  are 
certainly  the  most  arigkuU  and  Unci  claimants  to  certem  of  onr  im^ 
fmprwHtma.  As  to  my  "  Isnienfaliont  orer  the  kmg49tt  eomodeatimm 
and  EeeUtmiikti  PmHitmmU/'  I  protest  I  was  not  sensible  of  any 
snob  feeling,  when  I  first  wrote  what  I  now  rentore  to  repeat  i^os 
the  subject,  in  this  Section  of  my  work.  I  ondertake  in  my  book  to 
treat  of  certain  momalMt ;  I  call  them  **  HmrmUic  Anomalies,"  meaii- 
ing  thereby  to  inclade  any  inregolarities  appertaining  not  merely  to 
the  rights,  titles,  priyileges,  &c.  of  mdwidiudM,  bat  of  differeat 
ekuMt,  ranks,  and  ordmrs  of  persons ;  and  I  consider  that  there  are 
many  things  perfectly  atioMnlbiit  in  the  present  state  of  the  Clsrgiy ; 
things  so  little  thooght  of,  understood,  or  eren  known  as  matters  of 
hiitorif,  that  I  felt  almost  called  upon  to  notice  them,  not  in  tho  way 
of  fawsnlalion,  but  on  the  mere  ground  ofjuttiee  and  egtnlsr,  thattho 
public,  or  a  portion  at  least  of  the  public,  might  know,  through  me, 
that  the  Ckrgif  of  the  present  day,  so  far  from  desenring  generally  to 
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times;  botitflieems  to  me  that  they  have  beea 
sizangely  juried  out  of  it,  and  are  wondevfolly 
patient  under  the  trick  that  has  been  played 
them.  As  far  as  my  own  experience  goes, 
(scarcely  one  person  in  a  thousand,  nay  in  ten 
tlioiMand,  seems  to  know  any  thing  about  it. 
Who  would  ever  think,  without  being  told  it, 
that  there  once  was,  almost  if  not  entirely  as 
regular  an  Ecolesiastical  Parliament,  as  a  cit;it/  or 
temporal  one  ?  That  there  was  not  only  a  body 
of  Spiritual  Lords,  but  of  Spiritual  Commons, 
SQ  called  in  the  very  rolls  of  Parliament^  and 
svifia&oned  to  attend  upon  the  King  in  Parlia- 

W' looked  nppn  and  regarded  aa  an  assuming,  busy,  resiless  bodjr  of 
BMB,  aeakhig  to  obtain  more  than  betongi  to  tbem  bjr  the  law  and 
rfalilaliim,  bare  greater  reason  to  complain  of  haying  been  fret* 
fmml  upom,  to  ike  manifest  loss  of  many  important  priyUegef,  and 
aftaknoit  total  exdosion  from  some  of  the  common  rights  of  English^ 
men  y  winch  losses  and  disadTantages,  howerer,  so  far  firom  resenting 
or  loeiaiming  to  the  disturbance  of  the  commnnitjr,  they  haTe  hitherto 
hoiBe  sepatien4jr  and  qniefljr,  as  pot  only  to  exonerate  them  in  all  fairr 
ptm  firom  the  imputations  alluded  to^  but  to  entitle  them,  in  my  bum- 
ble opinion,  rather  to  the  respect  and  Teneration  of  all  candid  and  con- 
siderate persons.  This  b  the  object  I  had  in  yiew  from  the  beginning ; 
and  if  I  seem  by  my  expnessions  to  hmsmi  any  thii^,  it  certainly  is 
nef  that  the  Clergy  are  now  less  busy  than  they  used  to  be,  but  that 
they  iHMre  not  due  credit  given  them  for  being  so  quiet  and  forbear- 
ing aa  tbey  are,  under  losses  and  deprivations,  little  likely,  without 
some  ^Uslinot  notice  of  them,  to  be  taken  into  due  coosideratioa. .  * 
VOL.  II.  H 
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tfim  being  ieeuoed  £r0m  arnest,  and  piotoc^BS 
fffttnded  cVen  to  didr  Mrvtnta?  IFay»  wko 
wflold  diink  or  bdteire  tbit  the  lew  seemft  to  be 
tke  Mode  at  tbis  moment!  Cor  thougbtke  Con* 
vv^clktign  ntire^  sita^  U  ^s  idways  oonYcaied  afireA 
99  etei^  ctis^olutiou  of  Parliament^  and  certain 
fonns  obft^rved^  wbich  tend  to  confirm  end  eata^ 
bliah  aU  that  I  have  stated.  Write  aie  directed 
to  tbe  two  Arohbiahopa  te  summon  tbe  Cljargjr^ 
mid  to  form  a  lower  honse^  by  anmmoia  of  tbe 
D^ms  aptd  Arcbdeacone,  wbo  are  eg  qfim  mfem*^ 
bers^  and  by  issuing  precepts  to  the  Clergy  of 
every  Archdeaconry^  and  to  every  Chapter  to 
elect  their  representatives  or  Proctors.  Returns 
ave  regularly  made  to  these  write  atid  precepts^ 
and  on  some  day,  closely  connected  with  the 
meeting  of  every  new  Parliamentji  both  hou^^ 
of  Convocatioii  assemble ;  the  lower  bouse  a^ 
points  its  Speaker  or  Prolocutor,  after  which 
they  jointly  attend  his  Majesty,  who  receives 
them  on  his  throne,  and  to  whom,  as  furmalLy 
as  the  lower  house  at  l^riiament  presents  its 
Speaker,  is  the  new-elected  Prolocutor  of  the 
lower  house  of  Convoeation  duly  presented  and 
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imroAieed.    But  him,  iNi<KNrduig:  ta  tOle  p«ie«i 

Ike  qmestioa  is,  wliellier  it  be  lenuiiiiiieck  pr^ 
perty  or  no<ll~\^]r  ia  thc^  totrw  k^rcnie  u^  kmg^ 
pehnilled  to  becotifte,  a^  toc  thi*  day  it  may  b^ 
smd  ta  lla^e  e  ^ig^  to  li^eome,  (if  ih#  King  s^ 
fit,)  a&  oc^fve,  JkUbermk  teiea»bfy?^I  <3di^^ 
it  itppeftTft  to  aie>  fiNi^fti  the  beet  enquiries  I  eon 
Hfsilke,  that  there  is  somethifig  very  iniegiditf  and 
rtrai^  in  these  proceediiftgs;  fet  on  the relavct 
ef  the  two  houeee  fi>om  the  foet  of  the  throne, 
the  Archbishop  of  OftRtetb«ry  adjeonw  both 
houses  me  die.  The  Prolo^i»ter^  the  Deans  and 
Archdeaoons,  and  all  the  represent^tived  of  the 
Clei^  and  Chapters,  ure  seftt  home^  while  the 
Archbishop  himself,  and  Bishops  take  theiit 
seats  as  Le^laters  in  the  tipper  house  of  ParKan 
meni,  in  a  totally  di£fereni  chaiactev,  not  ae 
flieii^cM^of  CrOUToeation,  not  as  refifesentmg  tha 
Clergy  in  any  manner  whatsoev^,  but  in  TirtMi 
ef  tiieir  But9me9,  Jte«  the  lower  house  being 
rendered  mufe  aiid  inaoHve^  by  a  kind  of  f ef>teiv 
idal  prorogation,  and  the  iR^ole  ef  the  Clergy 
stin  mof^  rudely  ebrxi  out  from  the  Konse  of 
Oonxmons,  by  a  decree  apparently  HMnre  arbi^ 
thbry  aild  irrevocable  than  that  which  at  present 
h2 
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excludes  the  Roman  Catholics,  Jews,  Turks,  in- 
fidels and  heretics !  and  this  in  times,  when  by 
the  mode  of  election  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
every  other  profession  or  calling  may  fairly  be  said 
to  have  their  representatives,  the  Amnf,  the 
Navy,  the  Law,  the  agricultural,  trading,  com-- 
mercial  and  manufacturing  classes?  iCfay  the 
dissenters  in  general,  as  many  recent  Acts  of 
Parliament  may  serre  to  prove?  The  Clergy 
besides  not  only  being  thus  roughly  excluded^ 
but  having  no  chance  of  admission ;  not  even  by 
laying  aside  their  sacerdotal  character,  whatever 
ill  success  they  may  have  as  ecclesiastics.  I 
know  it  miay  be  said,  the  Clergy  have  brought 
these  things  on  themselves,  but  not  without  a 
gross  departure  from  the  Constitution,  which 
perhaps  they  have  reason  enough  to  repent.  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  troublesome  to  all  readers, 
to  some  I  must  be ;  for  though  it  be  a  regular 
national  topic,  quite  connected  with  rights  and 
privileges,  honors  and  dignities,  I  am  well  aware 
it  is  a  part  of  my  work  which  cannot  be  rendered 
amusing.  But  I  will  be  as  brief  as  possible, 
and  skip  as  much  as  I  can,  consistently  with 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  true  historical  account 
of  matters.    Formerly  all  attendance  upon  Par- 
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liament  was  burthensome.  The  expences  of 
those  who  did  attend  fell  upon  their  constitu* 
ents,  and  the  members,  lay  and  spiritual,  were 
generally  called  together,  merely  to  grant  sub^ 
tidies  to  the  King,  which  <JOuld  not  very  well 
be  evaded.  The  writs  regularly  went  out  to  the 
Sheriffs  and  Archdeacons ;  but  some  boroughs 
and  some  archdeaconries,  to  avoid  the  expence, 
were  silently  passed  over,  in  the  returns,  being 
nevertheless  liable  to  pay  their  proportion,  as 
should  be  agreed  upon  by  the  attendant  represent 
iatives  of  wealthier  towns  and  archdeaconries, 
which  might  very  easily  be  adjusted,  the  subsidies 
being  in  the  form  of  a  fifth,  tenth,  or  fifteenth  of 
their  moveables,  according  to  an  established  rate. 
The  Clergy  being  constitutionally  at  this  time, 
exempted  from  all  lay  exactions,  taxed  them- 
selves. Their  consent  in  Convocation  to  the  sub- 
sidies required,  was  therefore  indispensably  ne- 
i^essary,  and  do  things  seem  to  have  continued 
till  the  middle  of  the  XVIIth  century ;  when 
the  Clergy,  by  an  odd- piece  of  management, 
were  led  to  adopt  the  expedient  of  contributing 
to  the.public  revenue  in  another  way;  namely, 
by  voting  for  their  benefices  as  freeholds  in  the 
election  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  and  thereby 
iiicluiUiig  themselves  for  all  purposes  of  public 
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jtAxatioD*  io  ibe  number  of  if^oostituents  repre^ 
«etited  by  ihe  lay  members  of  tfa^  House  o£Coai- 
»0R8.  And  thus  tbe  Qa«e  stsuids  at  present; 
tbaugb  <a0  a  sensible  writer  on  the  French  Revo* 
lation,  1792^  ha$  observed^  *'  the  final  renuncia- 
tbn  of  the  Clergy  to  the  important  right  of  tax- 
ing themselres  in  Con¥Ocation»  and  their  accepts 
^nce  in  its  stead  of  the  right  of  voting  for  Knights 
x>f  the  Shire,  was  adjusted  so  very  silaatly  in- 
ideed  after  the  restoration,  that  some  hftre  doubt- 
ed whether  it  tv&t  received  the  express  sanction 
of  the  legislature/'  For  my  own  part,  I  v^iy 
much  question  if  it  ever  did. 

But  viiieiibev^  they  renounced  this  right  of 
taxii^  theiliselves  in  Convocation^  <it  is  com^ 
;noniy  t^erred  I  brieve  to  the  year  1663)  they 
i^eiaounced  no  other  rights  or  privileges  apper- 
t^oing  to  th^r  ecclesiastical  SyAods.  Had  the 
change  that  then  took  place^  a£fect)^d  the  Con«- 
ViKation  generally,  it  woulfl  no  longer  have 
been  summoned  in  the  way  it  now  i^*  The  r^<- 
;auaciation  in  question,  however^  has  eeErtainly 
5^on8idefEbly  altered  the  ^i^Httion  of  the  inferior 
Clergy,  Ab  to  ecclesiastical  concerns,  they 
dearly  remaiii  withosift  umf  totive  representa^ 
tives  whatsoever.  Tli^  tispreetolativtrs  tj^y  49 
appoint  Bcaccely  aerte  to  re«ii»l  them  of  thmt 
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danacunt  privil^g^,  wliUe  til^ir  interference  wi^ 
P^rliaiaei^t  i$  idwitjFP  r^ard^  wi^  4  jaaldiM 
^e«     Ta^^ation  iD^udt  l^e  dependent  o|i  the  jio^*(y 
9f.  tljip  Ggvernmeaf,  yj$t  how  oflben  are  the  C^f^gy 
tQ)4  :t}»ey  have  apthing  to  do  with:  Politics^    M 
loxig.as  thej  contribute  to  the  public  taxes  a% 
^Hnjtj  freeholjiers^  and  Uirough  lay  represesitar 
tiT^  in  Parltaj3aent>  tbfsy  have  conatitutionaUy 
a»  BOkueh  to  do  with  polities^  fu»  ai^y  lay  con^titu** 
eatQ  of  that  raprfseatativj^  body,    If  however 
their  interference  m  thic^  way  be  pronounced  to 
he  uMonstifutional^  let  them  revert  to  their  old 
%f^  ^  t^fjcing  thems^hes ;  but  it  is  surely  unfairi 
to  leilQp  th^^r  mouths  in  Convocation  and  Purlia-^ 
^t0flf  a)|io.    They  must  not  be  members  of  the 
lutf^i  tb^  are  no  longer  allowe4  to  act  or  deli* 
'k^mt^  in  the  former^  their  lay  representativea 
i^f  e:|pect|ed  to  give  away  thei;r  mq^ey  without 
^ir  iiit^^i^tion^  ejpd  the^r  ecclesiastical  rer 
ff^si^nt^T^K  4^e  debarred  from  helping  them^ 
thrp|9gh  A^  a^JPWWP^J**  ^l  tikei^r  assembly  by 
^  A?^h)s>ii^^  a  right  which,  thougt  it  cer- 
tM<4y  Wgh^  appertiain  to  him  wh^.thpre  was 
^^  ^^  hou#p,  has  become  surdy  yery  xm^n- 
^p^fble  «h|Qe  the  Loi)4fu^  Coinroca^o^  s^pa* 
^fkt#dip%)t^,?p«8»^!Wda/a^^  Thi» 
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however  woul4  be  more  eyident  if  the  Clergy 
had  not  formerly  chosen  rather  to  be  summoned 
as  a  Pnmneial  Synod  by  the  Arckbi$kop  than  as  a 
Parliamentary  Convocation  by  the  King.  Heaee 
I  apprehend  is  deduced  the  Archiepiscopal  au«^ 
thority  over  both  houses.  But  as  this  happened 
in  the  times  of  Popery,  and  it  rests  with  die 
King  to  ditsolve  the  Convocation,  the  Arch* 
bishop's  power  over  b<4h  houses,  seems  to  be  miH 
warranted.  In  the  Province  of  York,  the  Convo* 
cation  still  forms  only  one  house. 

Now  though  I  do  not  wish  to  see  the  Clergy 
too  busy  about  worldly  and  temporal  concern!^' 
yet  to  be  so  silenced  as  they  really  are,  and  so 
excluded  from  taking  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
any  active  part  in  our  national  Assemblies,  sieems 
hard  upon  them,  and  ought  at  least  to  savd 
them  from  the  too  common  reproach  of  meddling 
with  things  that  do  not  belong  to  them,  when 
they  occasionally  express  their  opinions  upon 
political  afiairs.  I  do  not  mean  in  their  pulpits, 
this  is  a  different  case ;  but  in  public  meetings^ 
where  their  attendance  is  generally  met  by  some 
pretty  rude  discouragement.  It  is  this  rudeness 
only  that  I  seek  to  correct,  without  the  smallest 
desire  of  adding  to  the  number  of  the  Clergy^ 
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tiiat'tnay  lit  any  time  attend  sueh  assemblied* 
I  myself  think  they  had  always  better  be  quiet, 
Bpon  occasions  where  they  are  sure  to  be  out-* 
Bimbered  by  the  laity,  and  not  received  as  a 
part  of  their  body;  though  upon  all  questions 
ef  taxation,  or  polity  connected  with  taxation,  I 
think  they  might  very  properly  claim  to  be  upon 
the  saime  footing,  as  not  then  precisely  acting  iii 
iSamr  ecdematical  character.  They  would  have 
antiidnty  for  this  of  very  ancient  date,  for  the 
cases  are  nearly  similar.  Wh^i  Archbishop 
Becket,  in. Henry  the  Seccmd'S  reign,  anno  1165, 
was  to  be  condemned,  it  became  a  question  be-* 
tween  the  Bishops  and  the  temportil  Lords/ which 
should  pronounce  the  sentence,  the  temporal 
\(OfiA%  insidang  that  it  devolved  upon  tiie  Bi« 
shops,  as  his  fellow  Priests  and  Bi$hop$.  But 
one  of  ibe  Bishops  stoutly  objected  to  this,  upon 
the  ground  that  they  were  not  Bishops  in  that 
assembly,  but  Barons  "  non  sedanus  hie  Episcopi 
sed  Barones.  Nos  Barones,  et  vos  JSorcmes  pares 
hie  Sumus.''  And  so  might  the  Clergy  say, 
when  as  county  freeholders  they  attend  to  discuss 
any  p<^tical  question.  **  We  do  not  attend 
hete  Bti  ecclesiastics,  but  as  lay^-men.  We  kty-mem 
and  you  h^^^men,  we  taxed  and  you.  taxedJ*  There 
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i3  itideed  I  betide  luwie  ctoubt  wlietlif  r  BUfhoplF 
ijb  not  git  in  the  House  pf  J?eet$,  M  f  Mnyf  tA 
well  as  Baram,  bocawM  some  of  the  moet  hkh 
dem  Sees  are  held  to  kare  nd  Baronbs  attadied 
to  them,  an  Orfard,  Bri^y  Gis^eedtr,  Petetr 
bor^9Uf^^  tod  Ch€$Ur^  mod  m  former  turns,  eo^ 
Qording  to  Spelnmn,  cited  by  Hume,  Bisllaps 
€ie(^  appear  to  bare  eat  ia  Parliament  before  tibe 
King  had  made  restitution  of  th^  tesqiOratitteSy 
and  eyen  Guardians  of  the  Sfiriiudliim  diaimg  m 
vttcamy  to  have  been  speciaUy  summoned  to  at^ 
tend.  But  whether  tiiis  be  so  or  not,  ik^j  cor-^ 
tainly  do  not  sit  dtere  as  rq^rtseufydives  of 
Ae  Clergy*  They  may  undoiibtedly  be  weg^ 
riceable  to  the  Oiergy  in  general,  by  faamg  a^ 
vHie  in  the  Upper  House,  but  as  iG3r  canrytng 
any  point  purely  ecclesiastical,  what  are  #imi^-» 
dx  potes,  (or  at  the  utnio^,  thirty  Sot  X^^ltmA 
ind  ItelaHdJ  to  three  hundred  and  ten  Or  more? 
Th^  Houi^e  of  Lords  il»elf  is  nof  a  ^nq^met^iatm 
body;  the  Cltergy  h^te  tether  representatiiFea $ 
and  this  brin^  us  in  i^  present  state  of  things, 
to  anodier  o^idtMl;^,  wUch  I  <mn  neter  tasolte, 
in  i^gtird  to  the  <k>nduct  of  the  Clergy.  We  pftett 
heat  of  petitions  presented  to  the  HcmSe  of  Cooi^ 
mens  from  Chstpttrs  and  different  ifkKes  of  ^ 
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Gfo^/tidtnerdy  mpoHpeJota^ef  foreign  olr  do* 
■KBStic  l^Wojry  b^  in  ca^es  afifce4fog  the  Ckmtk 
otAeaUMMedtetigiom.  How  thle»itilkM?  In 
tfaeBL  CBBi^fl  thi  fagal  mid  ^ekcM  "repmaAOibei  of 
Uie  Clergy  are  wholly  passed  hy,  andiiieconsifei* 
hienJUi  of  tlM>se  represeiDteriiyes  coddesoeiid  to  be<» 
come  fiuitoiB  to  a  House  of  Cotumoxs,  from  whUk 
Aey  Here  not  xady  persomally  exdadMU  but  wbik 
they  hare  or  aughi  to  have  u  House  of  Commatm 
of  tlieir  own.  Surely  it  would  bfe  atieaat  more 
dignified  to  petition  the  King  at  once,  dimngh 
dieir  rq^eBeniatwa  m  Xiotv$ocutwn,  and  if  tbere 
were  any  extraordinary  difficidty  in  the  case,  tack 
to  tliat  petition,  an  huinbiie  addreflBS,  to  be  per^* 
mitted  to  hold  a  sitting.  For  dwt  ishe  Kin« 
comld  atill  at  any  time  oafl  the  Oomooation  into 
Mtum,  sciems  to  be  allowed  by  aU«  2  hopb  oui 
Btehops  would  not  object ;  though  np<^  lodcihg 
into  books,  I  have  been  led  to  suspect  that  the 
iowet  house  of  CouTocatioii,  has  never  been  any 
great  faTOurit^  with  the  Episcopal  Bench.  It  ai 
odd  enough,  but  certainly  fiict,  that  when  tho 
CSmivocation  was  an  efficient  body,  the  Latin 
Semoti  preached  at  St.  Pietul's,  before  the  iwA 
AettMf  tbeee  asseinbkd,  was  very  conHDonly  pretty 
ievem  open  thb  Bishopsfor  neglect  of  Aeir  wi^ix^ 
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copal  duties/ and  there  are  sermons  of  this  kind 
extant,  preached  by  persons,  who  afterwards 
were  advanced  to  the  Bench  themselves,  parti* 
cularly  Bishop  Andrewes.  It  seems  to  have  been 
through  some  neglect  or  studied  exclusion  of 
the  infericNT  Clergy,  that  even  in  the  Rolls  of 
Pariiament,  after  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  the 
Bishops  are  mentioned  as  one  of  the  three  estates 
of  the  realm,  '*  though  in  reality,"  (says  Hody) 
^  the  three  estates  of  the  realm  are  the  Clergy, 
lords  and  Commons/' 

Many  doubts  and  difficulties,  I  must  grant, 
have  been  raised,  as  to  the  real  and  proper  cha« 
racter  of  the  Convocation,  and  how  far  it  may 
have  been  considered  as  having  ever  borne  so 
near  an  affinity  to  the  lay  Parliament  of  the 
kingdom,  as  has  been  just  represented.  These 
things  belong  to  antiquaries,  but  unquestion- 
ably it  is  so  far  a  lost  part  of  our  Constitution, 
that  having  formerly  been  called  into  action  by 
the  King,  (not  indeed  invariably,  but  generally) 
concurrently  with  the  ley  Parliament^  "  to  treat 
upon  arduons  and  weighty  affidrs,''  as  well  as 
to  grant  subsidies,  it  is  no  longer  permitted  to 
discuss  any  such  business,  whether  it  regard  the 
Church  or  the  S^te^  though  all  the  forms  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CLEROY.  IPP 

Bummoning  and  assembling  it  jare  k^pt;  more 
regularly  indeed  in  regard  to  the  assembling  and 
dissolution  of  our  Parliaments^  than  was  the 
case  in  times  past.  Nor  dp  I  find  that  thos^ 
who  most  dispute  its  strict  parliamentary  cha- 
racter,  are  at  all  disposed  to  deny  **  that  if 
the  exigencies  of  the  Church  call  for  a  Convo^ 
i:ation^  the  Church  has  a  right  to  its  sitting.'' — 
King  William^  in  a  message  to  the  Conyocatioi) 
in  1689^  declares  that  he  summoned  them,  '^  not 
only  because  it  was  usual  to  do  so  upon  holding 
a  Parliament,  but  out  of  a  pious  zeal  to  do  every 
thing  that  might  tend  to  the  best  establishment 
pf  the  Church  of  England,  which  is  so  eminent 
a  part  of  the  Reformation,  and  is  certainly  best 
suited  to  the  ConstittUion  of  the  Government.'^  A 
curious  concession  for  a  Presbyterian  by  educa- 
tion. Indeed,  if  we  look  to  every  other  denomi-r 
nation  of  Christians,  we  sHkll  I  think  find  that 
they  all  have  such  meetings  for  promoting  the 
interests  of  their  respective  sects;  Presbyte- 
rians, Independents,  Anabaptists,  Methodists  of  both 
classes,  Quakers,  Unitarians,  all  have  their  se- 
veral conventions,  in  which  they  have  opportuni- 
ties afiprded  them,  of  taking  such  measures  for 
the  advancement  of  their  own  concerns^  as  must 
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^Meesiariiy  affect  the  interailff  of  Hke  cskblMieJl 
Cbui^  ifiore  or  Ub^  an4  wUeb  kas  ma  doubt  a 
bad  «Sbct»  ^s  long  a»  tlie  Oletgf  do  nor  aMeiftUc 
for  0ueb  papposes^  inasmuch  aa  it  mast  D«ed» 
be8{>eek  ttoiro  seat  and  energy,  maA  greater  toii- 
eittide  for  (he  adranceBieRt  aad  seauti^  of  thdr 
differeidt  societies. 

I  know  the  last  lime  the  CoQTOcati6n  taet  to 
ti^tosacf  business,  it  fell  ifita  discredit  from  tike 
iutempefanCe  of  its  ptoceeding^r ;  thia  was  about 
flie  year  I7I7,  in  ik&  imdst  of  the  Bangoriai^ 
CvTitr&oersy.    I  hope  if  it  were  agatin  to  be  re^ 
stored  to  its  proper  functioaa,  we  riK)u1d  find  a 
great  change  in  the  tempet  and  manners  of  the 
present  Clergy;  but  with  its  meeting  or  not 
meeting  to  transact  btisiness,  I  have  nothing  to 
do.    1  shall  only  say,  that  if  it  ever  should  take 
place,  I  trust  the  members  of  it  will  hare  tiie 
prudence  to  conduct  themselres  properly ;  in  a 
dign^d  and  moderate  manner,  that  is,  and  as  muefi 
as  possible  confine  themselves  to  utrhateapecially 
concerns  their  own  order,  their  duties,  and  theif 
charges.    I  am  persuaded  they  would  not  Miy 
longer  wish  for  the  power  of  burning  priM9  aad 
schismatics,  as  was  formerly  the  case ;  but  thefe 
are  questions  that  might  well  be  brought  before 
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ibtm,  dUousied  ftud  ddibemted  vpon,  fo^tke 
ba«fit  of  the  Ckutch;  at  leMt>  ^e  migkt  re^ 
sonably  hope  ao,  con^ideriiig  boW  mneh  i»  doiie 
a§aimt  them  in  the  prooeedifigd^  of  ^om  #ho  ftre 
opposed  to  flie  Chiir6h>  namely/  th^  irhdl0  bo^ 
of  Disflfonters* 

I  haVe  gone  mnoh  further  into  this  part  of  iny 
tnl^ect  than  I  intended^  finding  it  to  be^  not 
only  a  subject  little  und^sfood  in  general^  b«it 
to  all  appearance  nerer  thorm^y  undetstood 
\sf^  liny  bocfy )  some  of  qnr  most  learned  imd 
gravest  writers  having   taken  totally  difibrent 
views  of  it.    But  of  thu  I  feel  quite  certain^  that 
the  lo$i  of  the  Camocfaion,  is  to  the  bulk  of  the 
Clergy^  a  loss  of  privilege  and  consequence,  not 
oompensated  by  what  has  been  given  them  in- 
steady  specially  since  the  world  seems  disposed 
not  only  to  exclude  them  from  the  recovery  of 
thdr  fimner  rights,  but  to  view  with  a  mOre  ma-» 
%nant  and  invidious  eye  every  day,  their  exer* 
eise  of  &ose  privileges,  to  which  upon  ceasing 
^  tax  them86lves>  they  are  by  every  rule  of  right 
and  eqvity  most  justly  entitled. 

In  Oolller^s  Ecclesiastical  History,  it  ih 
slated  that  the  change  took  pkce  by  the  eontrw- 
tmee  of  Arihbkhop  ShMon^  the  Lord  Chancellor 
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Hyde,  and  others^  about  the  year  1663^  or  .1664^ 
by  whom  it  /'  was  coucluded/'  says  the  his- 
torian^  that  **  the  Clei^  should  silenily  wave 
th^  custom  of  taxing  their  own  body,  and  suffer 
themselves  to  be  included  in  the  Money  Bills, 
prepared  by  the  Commons."  The  Clergy  in  ge^ 
neral  seem  to  have  done  this  quite  as  silentiy  as 
th^  Archbishop,  the  Chancellor,  the  Prelategf^  or 
the  Lord  Treasurer  (for  he  had  a  hand  in  it)  could 
jiiave  wished ;  so  that  in  March,  1664,  the  Com-r 
inons  passed  a  Money  Bill  which  included  the 
piergy.  The  historian*s  own  reflections  on  th^ 
change  is  as  follows, 

.  ^*  That  the  Clergy  were  gainers  by  this  change 
is  more  than  appears ;  were  they  allowed  tp 
elect  some  pf  their  function  to  represent  then^ 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  quitting  their 
ancient  right  would  be  inore  intelligible;  b^t 
such  a  choice  wiU  Qot  pass  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  The  consenting  therefore  to  be  taxed 
by  the.  temporal  Commons,  makes  the  Clergy 
more  depeQdent  pn  a  foreign  body,  takes  away 
the  right  of  disp(>sing  of  their  own  money,  and 
lays  their  estates  in  some  ipeasur^  At  their  dia* 
cretion ;  and  being  in  no  condition  jtp  give  sub- 
sidies, ai^d  present  the  crown,  'tis  well  if  their 
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tonvomtim  meetings  are  n(^  sotrietmes  discontinued^ 
if  they  do  not  sink  in  their  significamy,  lie  by  i(H 
want  of  a  rojal  licence,  and  grow  lees  regard^ 
when  their  grievances  are  offered.  And  here  I 
cannot  forbear  sayings  that  having  the  liberty  of 
pdHng  for  Parliament  men,  seems  short  of  an 
equivalent  for  the  privileges  resigned.  However 
the  reader  may  see  there  is  an  express  clause 
in  the  act  for  reserving  their  right  and  returning 
them  to  their  former  circumstances.*'  Vol.  IL 
p.  893. 

In  endeavouring  t6  rescue  so  large  a  body  as 
the  Clergy  of  England  from  the  unmerited  re^ 
proach  of  being  rapacious,  worMly-minded,  Sec. 
&c.  It  is  certainly  within  the  scope  of  this  book 
to  shew  what  they  have  surrendered  of  their 
rights  and  privileges,  with  a  quietness  and  for^ 
bearance,  very  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and 
temper  so  commonly  imputed  to  them«  Whait 
has  been  said  of  their  lost  or  dormant  privileges, 
may  be  applied  also  to  their  property  in  tithei, 
&c.  a»  I  shall  presently  shew,  for  in  speaking  of 
the  Clergy,  I  wish  to  be  understood  of  speaking 
chiefly  of  the  inferior  Clergy,  and  among  thos^, 
of  such  who  do  the  duty  of  the  parishes  assigned 
to  them ;  these  are  the  people  who  suffer  mosl 

VOL.  II.  I 
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from  tbe  general  iiipi^tiofis  east  on  theit  pro^ 
"fesi^on^  because  they  suffer  undeservedly. 

The  Clergy  hate  undoubtedly  lost  some  im- 
pottatlce  il*om  the  gradual  depreciation  of  the 
penalty  and  reproach  of  excommunicatiofi.  As 
tiiiiigs  stand  at  present,  it  would  appear  to  be  a 
much  more  odious  attempt  to  keep  men  forciUy 
within  the  pale  of  the  established  Church,  than 
to  expel  them  from  it.  And  yet  when  men  quit  the 
established  Church,  what  is  it  tibiey  go  after?  a 
more  sure  word  of  truth,  no  doubt ;  a  more  certain 
way  to 'the  gate  of  heaven !  if  any  Churchman 
then  would  wish  to  see  what  a  wild-goose  chaee 
this  must  be,  I  would  advise  him  just  to^be  atthe 
pains  of  reading  through  one  of  those  little  books 
called  '*  a  View  of  Religions,"  or  "  Alphabetic 
oal  Compendium  of  the  several* Denominations 
mnong  Christians,"  and  if  he  be  not  sti»mgfy 
impressed  with  the  Ksaonxit  oi  ikt^  fundamei^ei 
differences,  and  discordancies  prevailing  amoi^st 
the  Dissenters  themselves^  and  of  the  comuKm 
'prudence  therefore  of  adhering  to  the  failth  of  his 
forefathers,  I  should  certainly  be  disposed  to  ^ 
jko  great  value  on  his  judgment. 

As  to  Xh^pfoperty  of  the  Clergy  in  tithes,  Ishall 
leave  it  as  it  stands,  and  certainly  neither  go  into 
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it»  hiatpry,  jior  attanpt  to  4«ggea|;^i«ny  «fm^ 
QontmutatiQn,  ihough  I  :heartfly.  mek,  (o^niJm 
jsake.of  all  |>arlies,  at  ocoild  bci  ppt  upon  ajbyoitar 

£jktgy  or  the  latty ;  -th^  Jtofgepi»pfti*ion.f^ii^ 
-^i^jicliiis  now  ^a  tbe.haiiids  .of  iheik^^,  xm^VM 
it.»^  do  all  lintenta  j«ad  punpoa^ek  <tt  i$^  m^ 
^ubtedly  property  of  a.paftioular  ^ature^  aa  not 
Jbeing  ^genera%  drahsmiBdible  oi:  aUenaUe  iby 
'die  parsons  entitled  to  it»  ;or  vpossesaed.oC  il^; 
JMit tliis> regards  ith^)G!lei^(Hdj^.  iluitbe^bwdft 
<ef:tiie  i^.f;72proprif(for^  ittsiboth.  alienableiaii^ 
tmn«auasible.  Heveith^si  we  aire.to^ook  ^viite 
ekeupacter  as  ipnpepty.;  tnay  j^e  iCase  a'faiB  jeitM 
tfay  the  :Stal»te;80>Heniy  iViUw  the  pttblie»  oii 
4iie  idienatien  of  itiie  ^titbes,  haymg  iwitUiolden 
dicm  'from  due  /Zaffy,  arguing^  ;as  Euller  teUsvue^ 
^hat.  '^it  tfeetued^unDeaaonabletthattheyishould 
•feoeive  iW(Mges  -mho  .did .  na  ^vronDkf .  and  .tiiat  ilbe 
«JttrB: of }l^io«rei»  im theif ineyacd  sbodbd (begvrfin 
:^laaqrilQoke]i3ton."  tB^t<^u^  affgumdlits^mDe 
^Moniikv^nniled  by  i.t3»e  .SlatutaiLbAFe  mentiowd, 
Afld  tbe^yment.of  it^th^htoit^  kity  eoforDecl. 
^*  This  Sitatute/y^  sft^antableiecokfiiaAtiAai^hie^ 
torian,  ** .though  *  made  in  favor  j of  iay  imprp- 
i2 
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priators^  was  semceable  to  the  Clergy ;  for 
though  the  benefit  of  the  Church  was  not  prin-» 
cipally  in  view,  the  concurrence  oi  interest,  and 
the  parUy  of  tibie  case,  made  it  applicable  y  tibiat  is, 
inade  it  property  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  in  the 
other.  But  it  is  going  too  far  to  say  it  is  not 
alienable  even  in  clerical  hands;  our  Archbi- 
shops have  sold  or  surrendered  Church  property 
to  the  Crown ;  and  in  cases  of  alienation  of  pa* 
rochial  tiUies,  the  Rector's  consent  has  been 
asked.  If  the  Clergy  have  no  property  in  their 
tithes,  Uie  compositions  they  have  made  in  time 
past,  should  not  be  valid  against  Uieir  sueces^ 
sors ;  we  ought  to  surrender  the  moduses  by 
which  in  so  many  places  the  value  of  parochial 
tithes  has  been  lessened,  through  the  negligence 
or  consent  of  former  incumbents.  If  it  were  not 
.property,  vrhsX  right  could,  they  have  had  to  alter 
or  even  fix  its  value  so  much  to  the  loss  of  those 
.who  were  to  come  after?  A  writer  in  the  Monv- 
ing  Chronicle  has  lately  endeavoured  to  shew 
thai' tithes  are  not  property;  but  in  the  year 
.  1802,  Mr.  Wm.  Cobbett  discussed  this  question, 
and  as  he  is  generally  particularly  clear  and 
pointed  in  his  arguments  and  opinions,  I  shall 
quote  what  he  has  said  upon  the  subject.. 
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**  The  Clergy  are  not  paid  by  the  people  any 
more  than  the  landholders  are ;  the  tithes  are  as. 
much  their  property  as  the  rent  is  the  property 
of  the  landlord ;  the  title  of  the  former  can  no 
more  be  destroyed  than  the  title  of  the  latter ; 
and  why  the  Clergyman  should  receive  as  pay 
what  the  landlord  demands  as  his  own,  we  can-* 
not  perceive.  A  man  who  should  attempt  to 
defraud  his  landlord,  would  be  deemed,  and 
justly  deemed,  a  cheat ;  yet  we  see  no  loss  of 
character  attached  to  him  who  is  in  the  constant 
habit  of  defrauding  his  Rector  or  Vicar. — ^The 
tithes  do  not  belong  to  the  husbandman,  they 
never  can  be  called  his.  The  Clergyman  claims 
ihem  as  his  right,  imfettered  with  any  conditioner 
whatever,  other  than  those  which  he  enters  into 
with  God  and  the  King.  It  has  been  the  fashion 
of  late  years  to  talk  of  abolishing  tithes ;  those 
who  have  lands  would  do  well  to  consider  how 
they  would  relish  the  abolishing  of  rents,  for 
they  may  rest  assured  that  the  latter  will  never 
})e  far  behi^d  the  former.  Those  who  -would 
make  a  law  for  abolishing  tithes,  would  probably 
not  wish  to  make  another  for  abolishing  venU, 
but  they  would  very  soon  ^find  a  set  of  legislators 
to  do  it  for  them.'' 
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So  ifar  Mr,  Cobbett  in  his  awial  perapicucms, 
cledr  Arid  forcible  mAimef ;  it  will  not  b«  imp- 
pUdttWe  to^  shew  how  the  property  of  the  Clergy 
has  been  d^alt  with  in  timeA  past,  by  a  «et  of 
legislatdrii  Who  seem  to  have  pretty  wril  know* 
what  they  were  about.  I  take  it  ftom  »  very 
lAodettt  work,  Mr.  NtchoUs's  Recollections  and 
ReflecitianS ;  1822.  After  observing  diat  the 
iJotise  of  Commons,  however  compliaat  with  the 
Uhet  wi^h^s  of  Herity  Vifl.  would  not  grant 
hirii  th^  |)e6ple'd  money;  *'  I  know  it  tiaay  be 
Wiid,''-ada«  Mr.  NichoUsi  "  that  the  Houie  of 
Commotis  (joftsented  to  let  Iriffl  donfificate  th4 
property  of  the  Cotttmts  /  but  that  property  «aa 
Mtuhdir  tMf  protection.  They  permitted  Queen 
Mkty  to  fe^stiblish  the  Romait  Catholic  ReK- 
glOfi  \  bat  when  sh^  asked  them  to  consent  ihat 
ffi^  confldceited  property  of  ihfe  Convents  should 
be  restored,  they  refused  it  J  fof  that  ptoperty 
mis  thm  be6om6  the  ptOperty  6tta^nien,  imd  was 
tttider  ihei#  pifOte^taotl/'-— IfoW  thoogh  I  atn  not 
febif^  foi*  the  MoAks  ih  A  pdlitloal  point  of  view^ 
it  AHy  df  thfeffi  had  turft^d  jfound  upon  Que^n 
Jlftfy'0  House  of  Common*,  and  said,  •♦tlwa 
you  hu  ndt  ashamed  of  b^ing  the  avowed  ve- 
ceivers  of  stolen  goods,"  I  could  scarcely  have 
found  in  my  heart  to  have  blamed  them. 
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The  vkasrial  tithes  may  certainly  appear  more 
ia  the  shape  of  a  stipendiary  payment  for  eccle- 
siastical services  performed/  and  ecclesiastical 
dutieg  discharged,  but  th^  ^at  tith^s>  appro- 
priated^  or  unappropriated,  are  distinct  pro? 
perty ;  and  being  such^  it  is  a  very  simple  quesr 
tion,  whether  to  the  public,  it  ia  better  that  they 
should  be  in  the  haDds  of  some  parish  incum-^ 
hent^  or  lay  impropriator ;  for  it  is  the  true  p?^- 
rish  minister,  whose  character  I  am  endeavour* 
ing  to  uphold,  not  for.  his  own  sake  only,  but  for 
the  sake  of  all. 

I  duill  certainly  not  attempt  to  go  into  par- 
ticnlarf),  or  dwell  upon  things  actually  passing 
at  this  time,  but  I  shall  cite  from  an  old  book  of 
considerable  reputation,  some  particulars  which 
must,  under  all  circumstances  whatsoever,  tend 
to  shew,  that  let  a  Clergyman  be  ever  so  rapa* 
emus,  tithc'-holders  have  not  only  always  been 
more  than  a  match  for  them,  but  always  must 
be  in  the  nature  of  things.  In  hijB  address  to  the 
Clei^  he  writes  thus  : 

''  The  greatest  piurt  of  this  little  book  consists 
of  directions  in  law,  relating  to  Church  affairs. 
I  wish  tiiere  had  not  been  occasion  for  me  to 
be  so  large  in  these  matters;  but  one  of  the 
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greatest  temporal  difficulties^  that  belongs  to  the 
profession,  is,  that  you  are  under  such  a  multi- 
tude and  variety  of  laws  and  rules^  and  those  of 
a  different  sort,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  which 
do  often  interfere  and  clash  with  one  another ; 
insomuch  that  the  most  learned  lawyers  in  many 
cases,  are  not  agreed,  as  to  the  rights  and  du- 
ties of  Churchmen,  and  you  will  find  by  several 
instances,  in  the  following  papers,  that  what  haa 
sometimes  been  pronounced  to  be  law,  has  at 
other  times  been  denied  to  be  so. 

''  Your  office  and  tenure  is  limited  and  re- 
strained by  so  many  conditions  and  qualifica- 
tions, that  a  gentleman  may  more  easily  settie 
himself  in  a  post  of  the  greatest  honor  and  pi>ofii 
in  the  State,  than  a  Clergyman  can  get  a  legal 
title  to  a  vicarage  or  two  of  30/.  per  annum  in 
the  Church. 

"  And  when  you  are,  according  to  all  the 
punctilios  of  the  law  and  canon,  possessed  of  a 
maintenance,  yet  you  daily  find  occasion  to 
exercise  your  patience  in  submitting  to  the  im- 
positions of  others;  or  to  shew  your  prudence 
and  courage  in  defending  your  own  and  the 
Church's  rights.  For  I  think  it  may  bejiistly 
said,  that  no  order  of  men  in  this,  or  any  pthet 
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n^iotiy  BTe  under  so  fieital  necessity  of  disputing 
their  rights,  or  being  abused  as  you  are;  espe^ 
eially  Vicars  and  Hectors  of  parochial  Churches. 
'   *'  I  am  sensible,  that  too  many,  without  cause, 
hay^  charged  the  Clergy  in  general  with  such 
crimes^  which  as  they  are  odious  in  all,  so  espe- 
cially in  those  of  youi*  profession,  I  mean  liti- 
gtousness  and  rigour  in  demanding  their  dues  : 
nor  is  it  the  Clergy  of  this  age,  but  those  of  the 
ages  past,  that  have  lain  i:(nder  this  imputation ; 
which  plainly  demonstrates  the  falsity  of  it :  for 
there  are  not  many  benefices  which  are  not  con- 
siderably lessened  by  the  want  of  care  and  ex- 
actness  in  those  who  hare   formerly  enjoyed 
thatn;  and  there  may  upon  occasion  be  great 
numbers  of  instances  produced,  of  livinga,  which 
in  former  ages  had  all  tithes  paid  in  kind ;  and 
which,  if  they  were  now  so  to  be  paid,  would  be 
worth  several  hundreds  by  the  year;  which  since 
that  by  reason  of  compositions  made  between 
the  incumbents  and  parishioners,  and  in  tract  of 
time  turned  into  unalterable  customs  and  pre- 
scriptions, are  reduced  to  so  small  a  value,  that 
they  will  scarce  afford  a  maintenance  to  a  single 
man.    For,  granting  that  in  some  parishes  there 
were  from  the  beginning,  some  modus  agreed 
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to  be  paid  in  Ueu  of  tithes,  yet  U  ia  certain  and 
denuKistrable,  tibat  ia.  verjr  many>  not  to  gay 
most  parishes,  these  prescriptions  and  customs 
grew  from  roluntary  agreement;  a»d  yet  in 
these  very  parishes,  if  the  incimibent  be  strict 
in  demanding  his  modm^  though  perhaps  it  i$ 
but  a  groat  or  two-'pence,  where  two  or  three 
shillings  were  originally  his  due,  both  he  and 
his  order  shall  be^  exclaimed  i^inst,  for  e^ctcHr* 
tion  and  oppression ;  when  yet  if  the  former 
incumbents  were  such  extreme  exactors  pf  their 
rights,  as  some  would  hare  them  thought,  these 
customs  and  prescrif^ons  could  never  haye 
preyailed. 

^<  But  farther,  the  Nobleman  and  Gentleman 
often  receives  thousands  by  the  year  from  fewer 
handa  than  the  Vicar  his  three  or  four  score.  I 
know  some  plaoes  where  a  less  sum  than  this  is 
paid  to  the  Vicar  by  pear  200,  I  may  say  500 
several  persons;  amcmg  so  many  'tweie  strange 
if  there  were  not  some  troublesome  and  injurious : 
and  if  there  be  one  such  in  a  parish,  the  Vicar 
must  have  to  do  with  him.  He  cannot  chusfs  his 
dealers  as  others  do,  but  must  accept  them  &r 
his  paymasters,  whom  the  landlord  takes  for  his 
Quants :  and  there  is  many  a  one  who  is  awed 
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into  honesty  by  the  gveataiesB  and  richeft  af  a: 
landlofd^  wha  yet  knows  himself  to  be  more 
iioLB,  a  match  at  law  for  hb  pooor  Yicar^  aiMl  uses 
Um  aecordmgly^^' 

Now  if  this  <Md  not  appear  to  be  feir  and  tru«i 
in  all  its  etrcnmstances^  I  would  not  adniii  it 
into  my  book  in  fevor  of  the  Clergy,  or  any  other 
persons;  bnt  the  case  is  so  strong,  that  I  Ibink 
it  might  work  upon  the  minds  even  of  farmers 
themselves.  In  r^ard  to  the  kst  paragraphs,  I 
have  a  fiict  to  relate  which  I  believe  to  be  aitirely 
trne. .  In  the  West  of  England,  not  many  year$ 
ago,  an  association  was  formed,  to  prepare  a 
petition  to  Parliament  for  the  abolition  or  corner 
mutation  of  tithes }  many  meetings  were  held, 
much  discosdon  took  place,  and  a  large  number 
of  persons  constantly  attended,  to  offer  advice 
and  supply  information  upon  all  points  oon* 
nected  with  the  subject,  and  in  support  and  en^ 
couragement  of  the  petition.  At  length,  to  the 
confusion  of  the  whole  party»  a  rough  country 
farmer,  with  a  Stentorian  voice,  begged  to  o^ 
one  question*  *•  Pray/'  says  he,  "  Gentlemen, 
if  the  tithes  be  taken  from  the  Clargy^  whose  will 
they  be?''  and  being  answered,  the  landlord's* 
^*  then,"  says  he,  "  I  had  rather  they'd  bide  a9 
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they  be^  for  I  can  manage  the  parson  at  any' 
time,  but  the  landlord  will  be  too  much  for  me." 
It  is  reported^  that  ihifi  had  such  an  effect^  as  to 
put  an  entire  stop  to  the  proposed  petition,  and 
Hn  end  to  the  association.  Instead  therefore  of 
abusing  the  Clergy,  who  generally  speaMng^  and 
all  things  considered,  are  quite  incapable  of  taking 
more^  than  their  due  in  law,  people  would  do 
well  to  consider,  what  would  be  the  state  of  the 
property,  if  it  were  to  change  hands.  I  do  not 
mean  to  insinuate  any  thing  against  landlords, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  property  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  parochial  Clergy  were  to 
revert  to  them,  they  would  have  more  power  of 
turning  it  to  advantage  than  the  present  posses- 
sors— ^very  much  has  already  passed  into  lay 
hands,  and  to  say  the  least,  it  seems  to  be  en-* 
joyed  with  far  less  trouble  and  vexation,  than 
what  remains  to  the  Clergy.  I  know  not  whe- 
ther these  lay  possessors  of  Church  property 
are  aware,  that  they  have  the  mark  of  robbery 
stamped  upon  them ;  but  as  I  am  writing  about 
titles,  I  may  as  well  observe  to  them,  (for  I  have 
it  from  high  authority,  even  Sir  Henry  Spelman 
and  Blackstone,)  that  the  very  term  **  Lay  Impro^ 
priator,*^  is  meant  to  express  neither  more  nor 
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less  than  "  Improper  Proprietor^  "  Parwn^* 
says  the  author  of  the  Clergyman's  Vade  Mecum^ 
''  was  once  a  name  of  honor ;  but  the  proper 
owners  are  not  so  fond  of  it^  since  men  of  odier 
professions  have  usurped  it,  and  a  very  great 
part  of  the  revenue  that  belonged  to  it," 

**  My  Lords  and  Masters/'  (said  old  Latimer 
upon  this  subject  in  one  of  his  disc#urses)  ''  all 
such  proceedings,  as  far  as  I  can  perceive,  do 
intend  plainly  to  make  the  yeomanry  slavery, 
and  the  Clergy  shavery;  we  of  the  Clergy  had 
too  much,  but  this  is  taken  away,  and  now  we 
have  too  little." 

Another  writer  or  preacher  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, as  fond  of  **  quips,  quirks,  puns,  punnets,  and 
pundignons,  as  Fuller  the  worthy,"  to  apply  Mr, 
Southey's  words,  remarked,  "  there  are  three 
Pees  in  a  line  of  relation — Patrons,  Priests,  Peopk* 
Two  of  these  Pees  are  made  lean  to  make  one  P 
fat.  Priests  have  lean  livings.  People  lean  souls, 
.to  make  Patrons  have  fat  purses** 

"  The  Rob-altar  is  a  huge  drinker,  he  loves 
like  Belshazzar  to  drink  only  in  the  goblets  of 
the  Temple.  Woe  unto  him ;  he  carouses  Uie 
wine  he  never  sweat  for,  and  keeps  the  poor  mi- 
nistry thirsty.    The  tenth  sheep  is  his  diet:  the 
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tcn^  fleece,  (O  'tis  a  golden  ftseee,  he  thinks)  li 
hk>  drink :  but  the  wool  shall  clioke  him.  Some 
drink  down  whole  Oharohes  and  steeples,  but 
'IJie  bells  shall  ring  in  their  hellies."  So  much 
foriqp  and  m-propriations. 

The  paroehiad  Olergy  have  another  cbiim  *to 
1>e  dischinrged  from  the  imputation  of  vforUly- 
mndedmss,m9iSamc\i%/&  they. are  often  found  to 
ht  destitute  in  the  highest  degree  of  worldly 
^raft  and  cunning,  especially  if  th^  are  at  all 
bookish,  9iB  it  is  called,  and  which  of  course  th^ 
are  expected  to  be.  **  It  seems,'*  says  the  cele^ 
brated  Marquis  (TArgens,  ''  that  as  if  to  mortify 
tile  pride  of  philosophy,  heaven  permitted  some 
<ti  the  most  tiris«  amongst  me/z, 'to  exhibit  the 
strongest  traits  of  wedkness  and  folly ;"  and  he 
cites  a  line  from  Moliere,  to  the  following  efiect ; 
•"  Qu'un  sot  savant,  est  sot,  plus  qu^un  sot  igno- 
rant/' "  No  man,"  he  adds,  *'  had  more  learn- 
•ing'than'Canfew,  andyet  never  ^^ts  there  a^greo^er 
fool/'  and  he  instances  in  many  particiilars. 
Now  this  may  certainly  be  saidof  nmny  of  our 
inferior' Clergy.  If  they  are  learned,  it  is  fifty  to 
one  thdt  in  other  respects  they  are  fools:  or  if 
they  be  great  geniuses,  somewhat  mad;  according 
to  Seneca,  who  attributes  the  thought  indeed  to 
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Aristotle;  /'  Nulhim  magnum  ingeniam  sini 
mixtara  dementiee." — *'  Untbought  of  frailtieft 
eheat  t»  in 'the  wise  *." 

Aa  author  already  cited  saya  of  them,  **  tbeir 
educatioa  is  suoh,  that  there  is  generally  nothing 
they  know  less  of  than  Uno;^^  but  they  know 
little  enough  of  many  other  things  conducine  to 
Aeir  interests,  which  may  be  one  reason,  why 
they  seldom  die  rich,  or  leare  much  patrimony 
behind  them.  Still  the  learning  of  such  persona 
is  creditable  to  them,  as  a  very  old  writer  re- 
marks. '*  I  confesse  indeed,"  says  he,  "  their 
contemplations  farre  exceed  the  worldly  man's, 
for  his  are  to  earth  confined ;  or  the  voluptuous 


*  **  It  is  even  so/'  says  a  writer  in  the  Bee,  already  quoted. 
"  For  who  could  suppose  that  the  following  pictares  proceeded  bM 
from  the  pencil  of  malignity  bat  of  truth  X  Jjochs  was  fond  of  ro- 
mances ;  Newton  gave  implicit  credit  to  the  dreunS  of  judicial  astro- 
logy ;  Dr.  Clarke  valued  himself  more  on  hiaagUiijf  &an  on  his  learn- 
rag ;  Pope  was  a  perfect  Bpiomre ;  Quee»  BHxtAeih'n.  coquette ;  and 
Bacon  stooped  so  low  as  to  accept  a  bribe !  Marlborough,  on  the  eve 
of  one  of  his  most  splendid  rictories,  was  heard  to  chide  his  servant 
for  lighting  four  candles  in  his  tent,  where  he  was  to  hold  a  confer- 
ence with  Prince  Eugene  ;  Luther  boxed'  the  ears  of  Mehmdhon, 
and  MehmethoH  himself  was  a  believer  in  dreams.  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu and  Masarm,  employed  Morin  the  Astrologer  to  calculate  their 
nativities.  Drydeu  also  was  a  believer  in  astrology;  and  Hobbes  had 
a  terror  of  gobHna  and  spirits" 
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man's,  for  Ats  are  to  pleasures  chained ;  01*  this 
ambitious,  {or  his  are  to  honours  gaged ;  or  the  de** 
luded  Alchymist,  for  his  are  to  impoBstble  hopes 
restrained  ;  yet  as  profit  and  pleasure  make. the 
sweetest  musicke,  so  contemplation  joined  with 
practice  make  the  fruitfuUest  knowledge/'  But 
their  contemplations  and  learning,  unless  they 
have  been  in  the  way  of  tuition  in  great  farailies^ 
are  too  often  impediments  in  the  way  of  their 
advancement,  rather  than  helps. 

"  Qui  Pelago  credit,  magno  se  foenore  iollit ; 
Qui  pugnas  et  caatra  petit,  prteoingitar  aaro ; 
Vilis  adulator  picto  jacet  ebriai  oatro ; 
Sola  prainosis  horret  faamdia  pannis ;" 

which  lines  of  Petronius,  I  find  thus  rendered  by 
an  old  author ; 

**  A  Herdumt's  gain  is  gpreat  that  goes  to  sea ; 
A  Sotddier  is  embossed  all  io  gold  ; 
A  Flatterer  lies  fox'd  in  brare  array ; 
A  Scholar's  oniy  ragged  to  hehoU:' 

**  Dat  Gaienus  opes,  dat  Justuuamu  honores, 

Sed  Genns  et  Species  Cogitor  ire  pedes," 
**  The  rich  Physidan,  honored  Lawyers  ride. 

While  the  poor  Scholar  foots  it  by  their  side." 

Too  often,  I  fear,  as  the  same  anatomist  of 
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midandioly  remarks  of  Scholars  in  general,  hstve 
our  learned  Clerks  reason  to  cry  out, 

*  Quid  me  Hterttlas  «fiffti  docaere  parentesV 

"  If  this  be  all  the  respect,  reward  and  honor 
we  shall  have ; 

<  Fr<mge  leves  CalamoSi  et  icinde  Thalia  Uhdhs;* 

what  did  our  parents  mean  to  make  us  scholars; 
to  be  as  far  to  seek  for  preferment  after  twenty 
years  study  as  we  were  at  first?  Why  do  we  take 
such  pains  ?  If  there  be  no  more  hope  of  reward, 
no  better  encouragement ;  let  us  turn  soldiers, 
sell  our  books,  and  buy  swords,  guns  and  pikes, 
or  stop  bottles  with  them ;  turn  our  gowns  (as 
Ckanthes  once  did)  into  millers*  coats ;  leave  all 
and  betake  ourselves  to  some  other  course  of 
life.  '  Praestat  Dentis  scalpia  radere,  quam 
literariis  monumentis  magnatum  favorem  emen- 
dicare/  " 

"  Hii  Father  saw  his  powers — *  I'U  give,  qaoth  he, 

My  first-bom  learning :  'twUl  a  portion  be ;'  * 

Unhappy  Gift !  a  portion  for  a  Son ! 

Bat  all  he  had :— he  leam'd,  and  was  undone  i" 

Crabbi's  Cvraie, 

Burton's  description  of  Scholars  in  his  days, 
deserves  to  be  added,  since  it  tells  as  much /or 

VOL.  II.  K 
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thelD  as  againit  them;  '*  Youf*  gr^test  i^tadentB 
are  commonly  no  better — silly  soft  fellowB  in 
their  outward  behaviour,  absurd,  ridiculous  to 
others,  and  no  whit  experienced  in  worldly  bu- 
siness. They  can  measure  the  heavens,  range  over 
the  world,  teach  others  wisdom,  and  yet  in  6ar- 
gains  and  contracts,  they  are  circumveilted  by 
every  base  tradesman.  Are  not  these  men  fools?'' 
He  adds  however  for  their  comfort  what  Pliny 
said  of  Isaeus.  ^'  He  is  yet  a  Scholar;  than 
which  kind  of  men,  there  is  nothing  so  simple, 
so  sincere  ;  none  better ;  harmless,  upright,  in- 
nocent, plain-dealing  men."  ''  ^We  can  make 
Majors  and  officers  every  year,^  says  he  in  ano- 
ther place  ;  "  Kings  can  invest  Knights  and  Ba^ 
rons,  as  Sigismond  the  Emperor  confessed :  but 
he,  nor  they,  nor  all  the  world,  can  give  team- 
ing, make  philosophers,  orators,  artists,  poets.  We 
can  soon  say,  (as  Seneca  well  notes)  O  viruna 
bonum !  O  divitem !  point  at  a  rich  man,  a  good, 
au  happy,  ?l  proper  man,  Sumptuose  vestitum;  Ca- 
lamistratum :  bene  okntem;  magno  temporis  im- 
pendio  constat  heec  laudatis  O  Virvm  Kteratvan  ! 
it  is  not  so  easily  performed  to  find  out  a  learned 
man.  Learning  is  not  so  quickly  got."  But^  to 
Keturn  to  the  Clergy. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.oi,ilii0Yi.  !3l 

I  remen^ber  one  of  these  leacnl^  Clerki,  a  very 
word^y.  bit  a  very  imstocessful  man^  gravely 
telliog  iiie>  that  his  fether  offered  him  the  option 
of  beii%  a.  Ckrg^Tum  or  a  Coqch^maker,  Ahd  that 
he  had  often  sotely  repented  that  he  did  not 
choose  the  litter.  Snch  Clergymen  as  these  dre 
the  persons  of  whom  the  world  hears  nothihg^ 
but  yet  judges  of  the  w;Ao/e  order,  from  those 
who  happen  to  render  themselves  but  too  con- 
spicuous ;  though  I  must  maintain  that  generally 
speaking,  a  great  improvement  has  taken  place, 
if  the  conduct  of  the  Clergy,  (even  of  ^he  younger 
part  of  the  profession)  be  but  candidly  weighed 
alid  considered,.  Here  and  there  indeed  there 
teiay  still  be  foufld, 

*'  Tfie  CassocV'd  Huntsman  and  the  Piddling  Priest,'* 

but  even  sixch  chara)cters  are  improved  in  their 
manners;  seldom  do  we  see  such  Clergymen  as 
ai^e  reprede9ted  in  the  soog  and  pictures  of  the 
Yipar  mi  AH^ses,  fpv  jinstauce^  I|ow  very  fe^ 
^  tibe  .MfhOle  bpdy,  smoke,  swear,  drink  har^ 
gamble,  publicly  or  pi^ vately ,  ox  leald  notoriously 
imntfrral'liv^*.  Y^t  such  thiijigs  werje,  t^ey  t^l 
<ls ;  probably,  iVith  great  ^xaggexat|pn,a|[id^5|JBgr 
Signal .  ei^eepti^ns; ,  but  ttoe  have,  undoi^btedly 
k2 
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the  advantage  of  much  improvement  in  manners, 
and  in  the  refinements  of  society.  Vulgarity  and 
coarsenesses  are  not  immoral  in  themselves^  but 
where  they  prevail^  there  can  be  no  doubt^  that 
some  sort  of  immoralities  are  always  more  gene- 
ral, less  disgusting,  less  offensive  to  the  public  eye 
and  ear. 

"  Doctrinft  sed  vim  promoiret  insitarn, 
Rectique  coitus  peoton  robortot : 
Ut  onnque  defecere  mores, 
Dedecorant  bene  oata  cnlpe.*' 

t*  ^Ingeoaas  didicisse  fideliter  artes 

Emdlit  mores,  nee  sinit  esse  feros." 

I  have  noticed  the  imputations  thrown  on  the 
Clergy,  of  being  worldly-minded,  covetous,  and 
rapacious,  and  endeavoured  to  shew  by  undeni- 
able instances,  that  the  patience  with  which 
they  endure  their  general  exclusion  from  aB 
titles,  privileges,  and  personal  distinctions ;  from 
Parliament,  (even  their  oum  Constitutional  Par- 
liament, if  I  may  call  it  so  ;)  from  all  other 
trades,  callings  and  professions ;  and  lastly,  from 
what  is  mostly  regarded  as  the  world,  %a,r  i^o^w, 
(as  is  the  case  with  those  who  really  discharge 
the  duties  of  their  office  in  retired  country  vil- 
lages, and  parishes  remote  from  the  metropolis,) 
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that  there  is  nothing  of  which  the  profession  at 
large  deserve  kss  to  be  accused,  than  that  of 
worldly-mindedness.  The  whole  body  of  the 
Clergy  must  have  entered  into  the  Church,  with 
a  certainty  of  labouring  under  the  enumerated 
restrictions  and  exclusions,  and  yet  a  very  large 
majority,  no  doubt,  descend  annually  to  the 
grave,  without  having  once  uttered  a  complaint 
against  them  during  their  whole  lives,  even  in 
these  days  of  affected  liberality,  and  clamour 
against  all  restrictions  !  I  say  affected  liberality, 
for  can  it  be  otherwise,  when  so  very  lately,  Mr, 
Radical  Hunt  made  it  part  of  his  petition  to  Par- 
liament from  Somersetshire,  that  in  addition  to 
all  other  restrictions  and  disqualifications,  **  the 
Clergy  (in  general)  should  be  excluded  from 
holding  commissions  in  the  Peace,  or  even  act^ 
ing  as  Commissioners  of  Taxes,  Sewers,  or  Turn- 
pikes." I  remember  two  lines  of  a  poem,  in 
which  the  Statue  in  Guildhall,  of  the  celebrated 
Alderman  Beckford,  the  favourite  of  the  mob  of 
those  days,  but  who  had  great  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies,  was  thus  alluded  to  ; 

"  Fronting  his  noble  form,  who  at  tyranny  rmves. 
The  ChmmpioH  of  Freedom— and  dealer  in  Slaves !" 
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As  to  the  oth^r  charge  of  rapacicmsness,  t 
have  also  endeavoured  to  shew,  not  6nly  that 
much  has  been  taken  from  them,  whether  they 
would  or  no^  and  which  they  make  no  aftihnpt 
to  recover,  but  that  whatever  has  been  left  to 
them,  is  in  almost  every  instance,  so  clogged 
with  difficulties,  so  lessened  by  positive  advan- 
tages taken  against  them,  (in  times  past  as  well 
as  at  present,)  so  grudgingly  accounted  for  and 
))aid  to  them,  (though  undoubtedly  their  due,) 
so  hardly  recoverable  in  case  of  disputes^  con* 
sidering  the  laws  and  jurisdictions  to  which 
tiiey  must  appeal,  and  t)ie  constant  disparity 
in  regard  to  numbers,  that  a  rapacity  the  most 
unbounded  could  scarcely  obtain  for  any  one 
of  them  the  utmost  extent  of  their  dues,  and 
I  believe  there  are  very  few  indeed  that  are  titot 
compelled  to  submit  quietly  to  some  flagrapt 
invasion  or  other  of  their  undoubted  righte.  i 
myself  saw  a  case,  (not  long*ago,)  signed  by  a 
very  eminent  Exchequer  Counsel,  to  whom  vari- 
ous questions  had  beeQ  referred,  on  a  dispute  be- 
tween a  Rector  and  his  parishioners,  the  latter 
of  whom  had  broken  an  agreement,  to  the  great 
loss  and  damage  of  the  former.  Upon  every 
question  a  most  decided  opinion  was  given  in 
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&Tour  of  the  Rector^  but  constantly  ending 
ingUh  some  such  remark  as  foUowSi  *'  but  I  know 
not  what  remedy  to  advise^  the  oppodte  partiies 
are  so  nuinerousJ'  I  was  also  amused  and  di- 
verted, almost  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  at  a  speci- 
men it  contained,  of  the  uncertainty  of  our  laws 
in  such  cases ;  one  of  the  questions  related  to  the 
extent  of  a  modm,  claiming  to  be  a  modus  on 
meadow  land,  &c. ;  it  was  stated  in  reply,  thai; 
thongh. there  might  be  sufficient  grounds  to 
question  the  modus  in  general,  it  would  proba- 
bly be  difficult  to  get  rid  of  it,  for  it  might  be 
doubted  what  wa$  intended  by  meadow  Jand— ^ 
tf  perjiaps  a  turmp  field  might  be  meadow  land  in 
law." 

In  all  .that  I  have  said,  it  has  been  far  from 
pay  attention  to  advance  any  thing  in  favour  of 
iiihes^  or  the  contrsury ;  I  have  only  sought  to 
jescue  a  large,  and,  as  I  think,  a  very  respect* 
able  class  of  the  community,  the  resident, paro^ 
ddal  Clergy,  (to  whom  we  ought  chiefly  to  look 
when  we  would  estimate  the. real  character  of  a 
£lergyman)  from  the  severe  charges  of  worldly^ 
mndedness  and  rapacity. 

.  But  there  is  another  propensity  attributed  to 
4he  Clergy  tts  a  body,  which  perhaps  deserves 
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some  consideration,  namely,  a  great  relish  for 
the  pleoiures  of  the  table,  '*  Gula  et  Ventri  dediti" 
to  use  the  expression  of  a  very  old  vrriter.  Is  it 
not  even  Swift  who  has  said, 

"  I  ne'er  knew  a  Par$tm  bat  bad  a  good  no$€, 

Tbongh  tbe  Deril's  as  welcome  whereTcr  be  goes." 

Which  reminds  me  of  a  laughable  mistake 
mentioned  in  one  of  our  newspapers  but  a  very 
short  time  ago  ;  of  a  Mayor  of  a  certain  Corpo- 
ration, who  presiding  at  a  great  dinner,  when 
the  cloth  was  removed,  looked  all  down  the 
table  for  a  Clergynmn  to  say  Grace,  but  observ- 
ing none  there,  gravely  got  up  and  said,  *'  Tliefe 
is  not  one  Clergyman  present — thank  GodT 

But  I  am  strongly  disposed  to  think,  that  in 
this  particular  also,  the  Clergy  have  been  hardly 
dealt  with ;  and  that  if  upon  some  occasions 
they  have  appeared  to  be  gluttons  profesmnuUfy, 
it  has  been  the  laity  who  drove  them  into  such 
appearances.  I  suppose  it  will  be  granted  that 
if  a  dinner  be  divided  into  two  parts,  as  first  and 
second  course  for  instance ;  or  into  three,  as  first 
and  second  course  and  dessert ;  and  of  a  large 
and  brilliant  company,  one  particular  person  shall 
be  restricted,  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  appe- 
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tite,  out  of  one  only  of  lliose  dmsions,  and  then 
to  rise  from  the  table ;  leaving  all  the  rest  of  the 
party»  to  feast  further^  upon  all  that  may  fol- 
low ;  perhaps  even  to  wait  upon  them ;  if  that 
particular  person  should  eat  rather  more  vora- 
ciously of  his  particular  division  than  the  rest» 
and  not  rise  from  table,  without  sometimes  cast- 
ing a  wistful  eye  on  the  dainties  he  is  compelled 
toforegp,  surely  we  must  admit  this  to  be  too 
natural  to  be  censured  even  as  an  infirmity, 
much  less  as  a  crime. — But  this  was  just  the 
case  with  certain  of  the  Clergy  in  times  past. 
Any  reader  may  be  convinced  of  this  who 
will  take  the  trouble  of  turning  to  the  226th 
Number  of  the  Tatler,  and  read  there  the  gross 
indignities  to  which  the  Chaplain  of  a  great  fa- 
mily was  in  those  days  exposed.  The  Abb6  Le 
Blanc  in  his  Letters  on  England,  cited  else- 
where, notices  this  base  custom  in  terms  of  in- 
dignation; and  it  must  indeed  have  appeared 
particularly  disgraceful  to  a  Roman  Catholic, 
amongst  whom  it  was  customary  always  to  help 
the  Priest  first,  and  place  him  next  the  ladies, 
whilst  the  English  Chaplain  was  expected  to  rise 
from  table  at  the  end  of  the  Jirst  course,  and  in 
no  manner  presume  to  partake  of  the  cottfectiou'. 
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dry,  sweetmeats,  fruk,  8cc.— "  This,''  says  LoriJ 
Rochester,  whom  the  Abb6  cites,  "  necesMurily 
puts  the  good  man  upon  making  great  ravage 
on  all  the  dishes  that  stand  near  him,  and  dis* 
tinguishing  himself  by  Toraciousness  of  appetite, 
as  knowing  that  his  time  is  short.  In  this  case, 
I  know  not  which  to  censure  most ;  the  Patrm 
or  the  Chaplain — the  insolence  o{  power,  or  the  a6- 
jectness  of  dependanceJ* 

In  Bishop  Hall's  Satires,  we  have  the  follow* 
ing  picture  of  a  domestic  Chaplain. 

<<  ^  gentle  Sqitire  would  gladly  entertaioe 
Into  his  house  some  treucher-cJiapelame; 
Some  willing  man,  that  might  instrnct  his  sons. 
And  that  woold  stand  to  good  eoitdUioHS  ; 
Firti,  t|iat  he  lie  upon  jthi^  trnckle-bed. 
While  his  young  maister  lieth  o'er  his  head  ; 
Second,  that  he  do,  npon  no  default, 
Neyer  presume  to  sit  above  th^  $SaU* : 
Third,  that  he  neyer  change  his  trencher  twice. 
Fourth,,  that  he  use  all  common  courtesies  ; 
Sit  bare  at  meals,  and  one  half  rise  and  wait, 
Last,  that  he  never  his  young  maister  beat ; 
But  he  must  aske  his  nK»ther  to  define. 
How  manie  jerks  she  would  his  breech  should  line. 
All  these  observed,  he  could  contented  be. 
To  giye  V  markes,  and  winter  liverie." 

.     *  See  under  the  word  SaU,  Archdeacon  Nares't  dofsary. 
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There  might  indeed  be,   as   Lord  Rocliestet 
remarks,  much  abjeciness  in  the  dependant:  but 
th0  ill  manners,  not  to  say  insolence  of  the  Pa- 
tron, were  surely  more  to  be  censured ;  power 
is  subject  to  few  or  no  necessities,  but  depen- 
dance  must  become  independent  before  it  can  in- 
sist upon  its  own  terms,     Happy  am  I  to  say, 
^t  as  far  as  my  own    observation  extends, 
nothing  can  be  more  changed  for  the  better 
Umn  the  situation  of  domestic  Chaplains  and 
tutors ;  and  the  effect  upon  the  ktter  has  been, 
that  they  not  only  stand  much  higher  thatf  they 
used  to  do  in  the  scale  of  society,  but  that  they 
have  abandoned   all  those  abject  vulgarisms, 
which  drew  upon  them  the  contempt   of  the 
world  at  large.    They  have  no  occasion  to  be  ab- 
ject ;  they  have  learned  to  be  polite.    They  may 
eat  as  they  please  at  great  tables,  and  having  no 
longer  any  temptation  to  gormandise,  they  are, 
to  speak  generally,  totally  free  from  that  vulgar 
vice. 

As  to  the  Clergy  in  general  being  a  gorman- 
dising body,  they  are  much  to  be  pitied  if  they 
be  so.  I  remember  meeting  a  very  fat  one 
once,  with  whom  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
acquainted,  and  knew  that  he  had  been  indis- 
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posed  as  it  is  called;  I  of  course  enquired  par- 
ticularly after  his  health ;   he  complained  of 
being  really  very  ill^  and  amongst  other  things 
remarked^  that  he  had  "  totally  lost  his  appetite!" 
"  But  God  forbid/*  said  he  at  the  same  time^ 
"  that  any  poof*  man  should  Jind  it,  for  there 
never  was  such  a  one  in  the  world."    Now  let 
us  grant  that  this  good  fat  Priest  was  a  gorman- 
diser^  do  but  fancy  him  sent  down  to  reside  for 
many  successive  years,  even  to  the  end  of  his 
life,  in  a  small  country  village,  remote  from  any 
market  town,  and  remote  from  the  sea — ^what  a 
great  choice  of  viands  must  he  have ! !     What 
prospects  of  ever  feasting  upon  venison,  turtle, 
turbots,  &c.  &c. ! !     What  admirable  means  of 
getting  rich  soups,  high-seasoned  dishes,  pies  and 
patties  of  the  first  confectionary  ! !    It  must  be 
mere  matter  of  accident  if  he  find  a  tolerably 
steady  supply  of  beef  and  mutton,  and  he  may 
think  himself  lucky  if  so  many  as  three  calves 
are  killed  in  the  place  in  the  compass  of  a  year, 
(unless  it  be  in  the  spring,  when  he  may  stand  a 
chance  of  being  surfeited  with  veal;)  nor  will  he 
get  probably  a  quarter  of  lamb  upon  his  table  be- 
fore it  be  as  big  as  half  an  ox. 

If  it   be  a  Curate  indeed  who   serves   the 
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Churchy  and  there  should  happen  to  be  a  warren 
belonging  to  the  Squire^  he  may  perhaps  Sunday 
after  Sunday,  be  regaled  with  the  delicacy  of  a 
couple  or  so  of  Rabbits,  till  in  fact  he  be  sick  of 
them,  as  some  Curate  is  said  to  have  taken  the 
liberty  o{  hinting  to  one  such  host  of  the  Sabbath, 
in  the  following  Grace,  on  rising  from  the  table ; 

.  Of  Rabbits  Jbf,  of  Rabbits  coM. 

Of  Rabbits  tender.  Rabbits  tough  ; 
Of  Rabbits  ymmg,  of  Rabbits  oM, 
I  thank  the  L — d  *,  we've  had  enough  ! 

I  am  not  speaking,  you  will  observe,  of  the 
hierarchy ;  of  the  two  Archbishops,  24  Bishops, 
28  Deans,  and  about  200  Prebendaries,  Canons, 
aad  Residentiary  Canons,  of  our  Church ;  (no 
great  number  in  all ;)  these  may  perhaps,  now 
and  then,  "  fare  sumptuously,  and  be"  occasion- 
ally "  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen" — (and  it 
is  well  that  some  few  should  do  so  out  of  an 
immense  establishment  of  persons  expensively 
educated) — but  I  am  alluding  to  the  officiating 
Ministers  of  a  very  large  majority  of  those  10,000 
parishes  into  which  the  kingdom  is  said  to  be 
divided,  whether  resident  incumbents  or  Cu- 

*  In  quibusdam  MSS.  «  I  thank  thee,  Lwd^'-^viz*  of  the  Bfonor. 
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rates  ;  and  who,  iftlie^  he  worUhf-nhindedy  raj^* 
0&m,  and  gourmands,  as .  very  cofntnonly  rej^- 
sented,  must.  Jkisuiredly  and  in  the  nature  of 
thuigs,  bk  iA  tiie  way  bf  stifiering  as  many  mor*' 
tificatidnis  and  disappointnlents,  as  any  set  of 
people  perhaps  in  the  whole  compass  df  his  Ma- 
jesty ^s  dominions. 

I  have  already  quoted  Mr,  William  Cobbett, 
(I  beg  his  pardon  ;  I  believe,  if  it  is  not,  it  has 
been^  William  Cobbett,  Esquire)  and  I  shall  here 
add  one  more  extract  from  his  celebrated  Poli- 
tical Register  ;  "  The  discussion  of  this  subject 
will  have  one  good  effect,  it  will  convince  all 
reasonable  men  that  the  Clergy  are  not  so  pam- 
pered as  they  have  been  represented  to  be  :• — 
their  ease  and  luxury  have  been  the  standing 
theme  of  envy  and  of  abuse  for  many  many 
years.  The  big-bellied  Vicar  and  his  half-starved 
parishioners  have  been  exhibited  to  the  passing 
crowd  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard  every  day, 
except  Sundays,  for  forty  years  past.  The  pic- 
ture might  with  great  truth  be  reversed ;  a  half- 
starved  Clergyman  amidst  a  crowd  of  big-beWed, 
rosy-gilled  farmers,  is  to  be  found  in  one  half  of 
the  parishes  in  the  kingdom." 

This  was  in  the  year  1802.     Just  at  present  it 
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mast  be  confes^ed^  if  there  be  any  difference^  it 
is,  that  they  are  all  half-starving  togethet,  or  if 
not  literally  so,  grievously  lotv  in  pocket,  aiid 
sadly  tonhented  with  pains  arisihg  from  empti^f 
ness  of  purses.        *  * 

'  I  ain  a  perfect  friend  to  toleration.  I  think 
no  truly  (conscientious  Dissenter  froiii  the  esta- 
blished Church  should  be  persecuted  for  his 
opinions,  but  in  every  way  possible  protected  by 
the  laws.  I  am  however,  I  must  confess,  much 
given  to  think,  that  there  is  no  religious  com- 
munity, less  tolerated  or  more  illiberally  treated 
than  the  established  Church.  But  I  shall  for- 
bear to  enter  into  particulars.  I  am  only  astonish- 
ed that  those  who  profess  to  be  attached  both 
to  her  doctrines  and  her  discipline,  do  not,  with 
greater  warmth  and  spirit  resent  the  indignities 
to  which  she  is  subject ;  and  which,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge,  from  a  good  deal  of  observation, 
have  no  foundation  whatsoever  in  fact.  Before 
I  part  from  this  subject  however,  I  would  wish 
to  recommend  to  the  perusal  of  those  who  are  in 
the  way  of  judging  too  hastily  of  the  Church 
and  Clergy,  Dr.  ShuttlewortKs  late  work  on  the 
subject,  and  the  review  of  it  in  the  Christian  Re- 
membrancer, January,  1822,  in  which  passages 
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are  to  be  founds  particularly  illustratiye  of  the 
cases  I  have  ventured  to  bring  forward,  of  mor- 
tification and  self-denial,  on  the  part  of  so  large 
a  proportion  of  our  fellow-subjects.  The  Essay 
in  Swift's  works,  entitled,  *'  Some  Arguments 
against  enlarging  the  Power  of  the  Bishops,'' 
(anno  1723)  contains  also  many  things  to  the 
same  purpose  and  effect. 
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Thbke  is  great  confusion  of  titles  in  our  Eng- 
lish Universities,  though  Cambridge  is  certainly 
much  more  simple  than  Oxford.  (I  beg  pardon, 
I  mean  only  respecting  titles*)  At  Cambridge, 
every  head  of  a  College^  except  those  of  King^s 
and  Queen%  is  a  Master ;  and  this  is  well,  for 
Kings  and  Queens  of  course  can  have  no  Masters. 
But  at  Oxford  there  are. 

Deans,  (pr  at  least  one) 

Presidents, 

Provosts, 

Wardens, 

Rectors, 

Masters, 
and 

Principals* 
As,  I  believe,  they  take  place  in  the  University 
and  amongst  themselves  according  to  the  date  of 
dieir  degrees  or  appointments,  there  is  not  much 
liazard  of  confusion;  but  it  must  be  difficult,  I 
ahoold  think,  (to  speak  academically)  for  Fresh^ 

VOL.  II.  J. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


146  VNIVEBSITIES* 

meti,  Lions,  Tigers,  and  other  such  strangers,  to 
know  or  to  recollect  distinctly,  which  is  a  Pre- 
sident, which  a  Bector ,  which  a  Principal,  &c. 

There  is  a  ludicrous  instance  of  misnomer 
upon  record  in  one  of  the  Colleges  at  Oxford, 
whose  head  is  u  Warden.  In  remote  titties, 
When  the  public  roacls  were  bad,  and  travelling 
equipages  not  often  seen,  it  happened  that  in  u 
College  progress,  tis  it  iis  called,  when  Hie  foun* 
dation  members  go  in  form  to  inspect  &tk 
estates,  a  heavy  coach  and  four  with  various 
strange  looking  outriders,  was  seen  at  noon  day, 
entering  the  streets  of  London ;  the  people  that 
were  passing,  anxious  to  know  what  such  a  reti- 
nue could  mean,  enquired  of  one  of  the  College 
servants,  who  it  might  be  that  was  travelling  in 
sucE  array.  The  servant  forgetting  how  far  he 
was  from  the  walls  of  the  University,  replied 
with  proper  academical  respect:  the  Warden 
and  Fellows.  The  London  pedestrians,  knowing 
nothing  of  such  titles,  understood  him  to  say, 
the  Warder  and  FeloTis  ;  and  as  there  can  be  no 
greater  sight  to  a  London  mob,  than  a  parcel  # 
atrocious  culprits,  fettered  and  hand-cuflfed,  and 
in  bondage  of  a  jailor,  a  crowd  was  soon  ^- 
lected  around  the  travellers,  and  great  was  iht 
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t^  another  KO^d  t^^Q  that  whic^h  l,€d  directly 

It  i^  ft  stTfu^e  na^et^at  tl^ey  give  at  Oxford 
to  jtbe  Hebdomadal  Ai^mbly  of  ti?ke  Ileads  of 
fiou$es ;  aijtd  y^t  t|^ere  j^  some  wit  in  it.  It  i% 
called  Golgotha,  th^t  jis  tp  say»  the  place  of 
Sfiuifs^  Cambridge  hsis  something  like  it,  and 
jp  ft  vmare  legalised  fp^n,  in  their  Caput.  Which 
«^  Caf(Ut  or.  Head  hoiyever,  mupt,  one  would 
h^i^,  be  pretty  full  of  brains,  cpnsisting  as  it 
d^s^  of  the  Vice-Chancellor,  a  Doctor  in  each 
i^oulty,  and  two  Masters  of  Art3. 

M(i^^  of  A7:t$^  sounds  odd.  Master  of  Scl- 
ents ijirould  sujcely  have  been  better-r-people 
n^y  be  .^is^pq^ed  to  ask  of  what  arts  are  they- 
fut^  gjf^t  masters?  for  there  are  many ; — and 
J^iap  jy$  )M4Piw  hasj)e€p  at  the  pains  to  prove 
t^  noive  i^  so  exce^Uent  as  ParasUism.  I  am 
quite  fiiware-  that  t^e  Uberal  arts  are  meant,  but 
it  w^d  have  cost  Xi^cian  but  little  trouble  to 
hfyre^gq^efc^rther.with  his  proofs,  and  to  have 
shewjikv^t^lio  f^rt  copdd  weUbe  move  Uberal  than 
tliat  €^  eating  fr^afy  ^  other  men's  table§.  To 
tlie  credit  ^f  the  present  times  I  must  say,  ^a- 
FMitism  ^eems  to  be  nearly  at  an  end..  Either 
l2 
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there  are  fewer  wheedlers,  or  fewer  persons  capa-* 
ble  of  being  wheedled  out  of  a  dinner  ;  or  more 
dinners  to  be  had  without  wheedling.  However 
it  is  surely  a  great  comfort  to  know  that  the  most 
simple^  sincere  and  ingenuous  of  our  young  men 
may  gradually  become  perfect  Masters,  of  Arts  by 
going  to  either  of  our  Universities. 

But  if  the  title  of  Master  of  Arts  sounds  at  all 
strange,  what  shall  we  say  to  that  of  Bachelor. 
How  odd  and  alarming  must  it  appear  to  the 
ladies  of  the  land,  to  see  young  men  just  grow- 
ing up  to  man's  estate  labouring  hard  to  become 
Bachelors;  nay,  •'*  determined  Bachelors,'*  for  this 
is  another  of  their  titles.  I  would  give  the  ladies 
comfort  if  I  could,  by  explaining  to  them  the 
true  meaning  of  this  singular,  academical  term ; 
but  I  am  not  sure  that  I  might  not  make  things 
worse,  for  in  reality,  these  English  Bacfael(Nrs 
are  hni Latin  Disputants;  Baccalaurei  vel  Bata- 
larii,  persons  who  have  disputed  successfully  in 
the  schools.  What  will  the  ladies  say  to  this  ?  I 
fear  they  will  decide  that  such  professed  dispute 
ants  had  better  continue,  determined  Bachelors. 

There  is  in  both  our  Universities  a  sad  mixture 
of  Latin,  Greek,  and  English  terms  admitted. 
What  can  be  worse  than  the  distinction  at  Cam- 
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bridge  amongst  the  Bachelors  of  Divinity,  of 

POUR-AND-TWENTY-MEN,  01  TEN-YEAB-MEN  ? 

The  Oxford  "  Disputants,"  of  whom  I  have  just 
spoken,  would  it  seems,  at  Cambridge  be  ac- 
counted absolute  *'  Wranglers,''  that  is,  according 
to  our  English  Dictionaries,  arrant  scolds!  Such 
scolds  indeed,  that  public  Moderators  are  judged 
necessary  to  interpose  their  authority.  Sophs 
and  Optimes,  seem  to  be  neither  good  Greek, 
good  Latin,  or  good  English  terms.  I  have  not 
only  heard,  but  read,  very  lately,  of  Smatterers 
and  Gulph'men. 

What  would  strangers  make  of  the  Cambridge 
Combination  papers,  containing  lists  of  certain 
Bachelors  of  Divinity  and  Masters  of  Arts  in  every 
College,  and  regularly  signed  by  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor?  If  they  turn  to  the  English  Dictionary, 
they  will  find  combination  to  signify,  "  the  enter- 
ing of  several  persons  into  a  conspiracy  to  put 
in  practice  some  unlawful  design  ;'*  while  the 
Cambridge  combination  is  in  fact  only  the  en- 
tering of  several  names  of  persons  upon  a  list, 
to  preach  the  University  Sermons  at  St.  Mary's ; 
it  is  almost  necessary,  for  fear  of  mistakes,  that 
the  difference  should  be  pointed  out,  and  I  shall 
hope  to  receive  the  thanks  of  all  present  and 
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future  Bachelors  of  Divinity  arid  Masters  of  Arts, 
in  Cambridge,  lor  thus  explioning  their  term,  ac-* 
cording  to  its  exact  bearings.  The  t^rm^  ConM-- 
nation  in  Arithmetic,  as  expfadned  in  Ae  Diciion- 
aries,  might  mislead  people  as  much  as  the  term 
in  law ;  for  as  the  Combination  papers,  according 
to  the  latter,  might  convey  to  strangers  the  idea 
of  a  parcel  of  Conspirators  in  the  persons  regis- 
tered, the  office  to  idiich  they  are  called  of 
preaching  before  the  University,  would  be  oddly 
represented,  by  the  following  de&niiiQh  of  Arith- 
metical Combination ;  viz.  "  An  art  of  finding 
bow  niany  different  ways  a  certain  giyeo  nmnber 
of  things  (it  is  really  things,  not  texts)  may  be 
varied,  or  taken  by  one  and  dne,  .two  and  twoi 
&c.  &c." 

,  Being  upon  the  siibj^t  of  preachings  I  cantiot 
help  suggesting  to  both  our  Univerii^ed,  that  it 
might  be  well  to  look  at  abetter  signed  J.  O.  in 
th^  312th  Number  of  the  SpectatoTi.  in  order  to 
correct  some  faults  not  uncommon  in  our  aca-^ 
deniical  pulpits;  Are  not  certain  worldly  titles 
given  to  the  higher  officers  and  benefactors,  unr 
suitable,  as  J.  0«  hints^  to  the  place  aod  ocear 
dloil?  There  is  something  not  in^plic^ble  t6 
titem  in  the  foUoi^g  t>as(Sage  Also*. .  '1  .When  a. 
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young  mail/'  sfiiy^  the  Letter-^writer,  ^*  has  a  mmd 
tQ  let  us  know  who  gave  him  his  scarf,  he  speaks 
^p!$t^hem  to  the  Almighty:  "BieanCas  J amm 
4itfg  ,h(3mid  M  pray)  the  JSagil.  Honorable,  the 
Qflltmtesf,  Sec/'  .la  not  this  as  much  as  to  sauy> 
BlemJhei:*  ior  Ihopi  knowest  I  am  her  Chaplain? 
At  Oxford,  since  the  passing  of  v  the  new  sta^ 
tiit^.  of  ^ixaminatiaas,  they  ate  reported  to  have 
I^QP^d.  tiW<K.tetma»  which,  I  miist  say,  are  nei-« 
the?  Tj^.  elegants  nor  very  intelligible — I  tnean 
i^^Liftk'gi^s ^pA  Great-gOt  I  am  not  sure  about 
tt^  hAtfi\i  but  afli  I  know,  therej  is  a  Little-go,  I 
Ooneljud0  of  coufte  there  is  a  Great^go  also— ? 
ktiQfring  brides,  that  there  are  #ii;o.examinatioim 
^^  l^f|6t  fot  tb^  Bachelor's  degree,  of  which  the 
Jdl^k'go,  |U9  it  ift  callidi  is  ihe^fint.  I  pi^aume 
jfi^%  to  dispute  the  importaxM^e  of  the  Exaj^iu&f 
^oi\i|,thems^lves.  If  they  do  not  generally  excate 
f  ^li^po^tQU^  study,  ihey  have  certainly  raised 
%^fl^^y  iotX.  it;,  perhjatps  if  there  were  a  little 
tzio^  room  left  for  gej^eral  knowledge,  ia  the  i^te-^ 
n^b^d  stud|es,jtmight be  better;  ftnd  amongst 
^jfxAi  %  variety  of  stud^nts^  I  shoi^ld  doubt  wh«T 
t|^r#,i<^  regard  ^  to  too  sajE^pyj  the,  "  lAttk-^/! 
yBJx^  jWcf  p^se4»  may  not  1^  to  a  **  little 
standrstill,''  and  the  "  Great-go,''  to  a  "  gwat 
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siand-^ill,''  as  to  Beveral  of  the  books  and  sci^ 
ences  in  vogue*  I  should  be  disposed  to  suspect 
much  the  same  as  to  the  extraordinary  stress  bad 
upon  Mathematies  in  the  Sister  Univenaty,  and 
which  I  conceive  has  been  carried  rather  too  hi, 
though  in  pardonable  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  Sir  Isaac  Newton. 

It  is  a  pity  I  think  that  the  Cambridge  men 
don^t  perceive  that  in  the  term  oi  voXXoi^  reserved 
for  those  who  do  not  attain  honors^  a  sort  of 
reflection  is  cast  on  the  University — ^is  it  not  as 
much  as  to  say,  '*  after  all  our  boasts,  and  all 
our  pains,  the  dunces  form  the  majority?*'  I 
merely  ask  the  question,  by  way  of  hint*  It  is 
managed  better  at  Oxford  by  a  third  class,  whic^ 
for  what  the  public  knows,  may  consist  only  of 
the  few,  Oi  0X1701,  as  one  might  say ;  for  their 
names  and  numbers  are  I  think  suppressed.  I 
have  heard  that  at  Oxford,  those  who  cannot  at 
all  get  through  the  examinations  are  *'  phteked,** 
(as  the  term  is,)  but  whether  they  are  eaten  after- 
wards by  the  examining  Masters,  being  found 
so  sqfi,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say — certain  it  is 
that  many  of  them  are  said  to  undergo  a  ^'  cram* 
ming,^  expressly  to  prepare  them  for  the  Exa- 
miner's table. 
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:How  can  the  Cambridge  men  suffer  the  Greek 
term  cguro^  to  be  transmogrified  into  such  a 
burlesque  title  as  that  of  a  Harry^Soph?  It  is 
aft  bad  as  some  of  the  misnomers  of  the  ships  of 
QWt  navy,  by  sailors ;  as, 

.£olus — Ale-house, 

Bienfaisante — Bovmy  Pheasant, 

Conrageux — Currant  Juke, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
Both  Universities  have  a  Magdalen  College,' 
p?onoQnced  by  corruption  Maudlin:  this  is  an 
idle  way  of  speaking,  and  should  be  more  at- 
tended to,  considering  the  meaning  of  the  latter 
term  ;  it  being  upon  record,  that  a  Chaplain  of 
MB  of  these  Colleges,  in  doing  duty  before  the 
Unii^erBity,  actually  forgot  himself  so  far  as  to 
begin  the  20th  chapter  of  John  as  follows : — 
^'  On  the  first  day  of  the  week  came  Mary 
Maudim,  Sec.** 

It  must  be  a  great  advantage  to  Cambridge, 
that  she  has,  what  Oxford  is  without,  a  Profes^^ 
nor  oi  Casuistry !  Are  we  to  suppose  that  Ox- 
ford has  never  any  knotty  cases  of  conscience 
to  settle?  How  then  does  she  manage  these 
Boatters  ? 

Cambridge  indeed  may  be  in  more  need  of  a 
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Piofessot  of  Camktrjf  than  ^  Sister  UDivernty, 
being  liable  to  have  a  Profes^t  of  jDcmife.Dte/- 
irtg,  quibbling,  nhufflir^,  and  cavilling;  as  wo«ld 
appear  from  the  following  arti^I^^  ia  onr^^Dio^ 
tionaries;  Tripos  [at  Cambiridge]  tbePriBvo^V 
cator  at  the  University*  Whftt  is  prevaricating 
then  ?  for  we  hare  angUciied  the  term,  if  not  the 
trick ;  bat  I  fear  we  hare  aogUdied  both*  It  is 
fit  therefore  that  we  should  exactly  understand 
what  it  implies  in  Latin,  to  know  how  hx  it  is 
worthy  of  further  cultivation  and  encpiM^ageipenfc 
amongst  us.  Ainsworth  says  it  implies,  %^ 
dodge,  to  boggle,  to  Mham  ;  to  play  foul  play^  fast 
and  loose  ;  to  be  Jack  on  both  sides,  to  shvffie  and 
cuti  to  make  shew  to  do  a  thing  and  do  tbe  cleaa 
cofUrary,  to  work  by  eoUuskm,  &g*  Whoever  i$ 
acquainted  with  the  Lettres  Provmeiale$  of  .Past 
cal,  will  be  able  to  judge  what  a  close  Qonnec-* 
tion  there  once  was  between  a  Prevaricate^  and  ^ 
Professor  of  Casuistry  ^  and  how  inpoi^gruous  such 
Jesuitical  titles  must  seem  in  an  English  Profes-r 
tant  University.  This  then  is  a  proper  aca^lemical 
anomaly  appertaining  to  titles,  and  Qonsequenljty 
not  yery  well  to  be  passed  by^  ,    ^ 

Heaven  bless  and  preserve  both  the  AhuR  Ma-- 
tres!    They  are  pretty  old  now^  being  amongst 
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ihe  oldest  of  the  King's  daughteris,  as  the  witty 
wetSAoi  of  the  Persia^  Lettess  wfs  of  ite  UmTcr* 
sitf  of  Pafis;  • 

"  Thellniyersily  of  Paris  is  the  eldest  dangh^ 
ter  erf  the  Kings  of  FnuiGe,  add  the  eldest  fay 
fitfttch;  for  she  Is  above  nine  Iriindrcrd  yeais  old : 
flttid  ii]^ed  fshe  does  sometimes  ^oat!" 

I  know  diat  a  certain*  decree  of  dotage  has 
been  fudely  enough  attribtited  to  our  own  yery 
ancient  Settdnaries  of  LesuMitng^  oaif  antiquated 
Kiiig^tf  dai^htei^  to  wit;  aiid  objections  ara 
cttTrMCt  at  this  very  time,  as-  to  the  pM;icuIiir 
ibidies  pursued  at  both  places;  Cambridge  ia 
\i&6^^ndihematieal.  Off ord  ibo  ebusiul^  kfgkdl,  ine^ 
taphi^Hc^,  &e«  and  perhaps;  if,  as  I  have  before 
MtOi^d,  66iiSiStetttiy  ii^Hh  si  cettaiii  po^<it^im 
df  suoh  f^eoTldi^^  Iterhing,  k  little  tofore  Boop(s^ 
weie  dlb#ed  fdr  th^  cultivation  of  general  knoio- 
hd^,  it  might  be  better ;  but  I  have  befeU  much 
stli^rised  to  .find  in  some  very  itiodem  books, 
the  Unlvef*sities  spoken  of,  as  they  ilsed  td  be 
desdribed  centuries  ago;  ad  more  the  seats  of 
^gfi^milce,  duhuss,  idlen&$,  Stud  dissipiaiiim,  thiin  of 
ibkdmf  levirfAng,  stticfy,  and  sobriety  of  inatifaets* 
Wheii;  6d  UHtiie,  eiting  Spted,  says,  3d,00a  stu-^ 
dems  Weire  to  b^  fbuod  ih  Oxford  aldii^,  ^ilgaged 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


156  UNIVERSITIES. 

iQ  the  cultivaiioQ  of  very  bad  Latin,  and  still 
toarse  logic,  to  say  nothing  o£  their  moral  habiUi 
or  when,  to  descend  to  more  modern  times, 
(though  I  do  not  quite  credit  the  assertion,) ''  in 
the  University  of  Oxford/^  according  to  the  an- 
,  thor  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  **  the  greater  part 
of  the  public  professors,  had  given  up  altogether 
even  the  pretence  of  teaching." — ^That  in  so  large 
and  numerous  a  society  of  young  persons  just 
broke  loose  from  school,  there  should  be  some  idle, 
ignorant  and  dissipated,  cannot  be  any  reason- 
able matter  of  surprise.  But  that  the  general 
aspect  of  things  is  such,  I  cannot  bring  myself 
to  believe,  not  only  from  what  I  have  heard, 
from  those  who  are  actually  in  the  way  of  ascer-r 
taining  the  truth  of  things,  but  from  what  I  hav^ 
read,  and  every  body  else  may  have  read,  in  om 
public  journals,  of  the  honors  and  distinctions 
conferred  on  numerous  individuals,  not  except- 
ing the  highest  rarJcs  of  our  Nobility,  (who  for- 
merly used  to  slink  away  under  the  cover  of  an 
honorary  degree,)  for  their  progress,  in  IMeris 
Humanioribus,  in  Disdplinis  Math,  et  Phys.  &c. 
^.  8ic.  So  that  there  seems  to  be  every  prospect 
of  our  getting  not  only  learned  but  rich  by  de* 
grees,  since  a  Pope  of  Rome,  Julius  IL  long  ago 
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klecided^  that  learning  was  silver  to  the  Common- 
alty of  a  State^  gold  to  Nobles,  and  diamonds  to 
Princes. 

The  Public  Professors  of.  both  Universities 
may  at  present  have  little  to  do,  merely  because 
there  is  more  to  do  now  than  formerly,  under  the 
system  of  private  tuition  and  College  exercises, 
and  in  preparing  the*  young  men  for  those  exer- 
cises and  examinations,  which  are  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  a  degree ;  but  no 
public  Professor,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  and 
I  have  taken  some  pains  to  enquire,  would  now- 
a-days  be  found  to  slink  from  his  duties,  if  the 
statutes,  rules,  or  regulations  of  the  University, 
liquid  enable  him  at  all  times  to  command  an 
audience :  many  public  Lectures  are  delivered  in 
the  course  of  every  year,  and  more,  in  all  proba- 
bility would  be  read,  if  those  who  might  be  audi- 
tors, were  not  continually  engaged  in  studies 
and  pursuits,  judged  to  be  more  regularly  aca- 
demical ;  of  which  studies  who  can  be  expected 
to  be  better  judges  than  the  heads  of  the  Socie- 
ty? In  different  Universities,  different  modes  of 
education  have  very  generally  prevailed ;  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  I  think  to  prove,  that  more 
is  to  be  accomplished  under  the  system  of  pri- 
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vate  Btudy  and  private  tuition,  than  by  a  general 
attendaace  on  Public  Professors  only.  If  this 
be  the  case,  as  I  am  told  it  is,  such  improyesaients 
should  be  noticed.  I  know  not  bow  many  edi- 
tions Dr.  Smith's  celebrated  work  may  have 
passed  through,  but  as  I  find  the  above  passive 
in  ihejhurth,  it  may  have  beenanai^  times  re- 
peated spite  of  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place. 

I  am  entirely  confident  that  whatever  may  he 
said  against  the  present  studies  and  discipliae 
of  our  two  southern  Universities,  a  very  greait 
deal  of  learning  is  cultivated  tibere,  and  ^  very 
creditable  attention  paid  to  the  morals,  habilB, 
and  good  conduct  of  the  students  in  general. 
Exceptions  there  mu&t  be ;  but  to  return  to  the 
figure  adopted  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the 
Lettres  Penanues,  I  should  decide  that  our  Kip^'$ 
daughters,  ancient  as  diey  are,  so  far  from  being 
superannuated  or  in  dotage,  are  rathar  getting 
younger,  and  at  the  present  time  are  in  a  very 
promising  state  of  vigour  and  activity;  not 
however  so  far  renovated  perhaps  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  further  improvement. 
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Havino  alr^dy  stud  muefa  ebout  the  rank  of 
4damm,  I  need  hot  perhaps  be  very  paiticular  as 
to  4heir  righis  and  primkges  ;  only  I  must  have 
leave  to  tell  l^em,  that  they  have  really  i>ery 
^ftw  ;  in  the  eye  of  the  hw  I  meim.  The  first  thing 
I^read^bout  them  in  some  of  our  law  books  k, 
that  **  women  in  England,  with  all  their  moveabk 
^bods,  as  soon  as  they  lyre  married,  are  wholly  in 
jfotestate  Viri  ;*'  that  is,  at  the  toiil  and  dispositioH 
of  the  husband.  They  ''  cannot  let,  set,  sell,  give 
^majf,  or  aUenate  any  thing  without  their  hus- 
band's consent'' — *'  a  lady's  most  necessary  ap- 
parel by  tiie  law,  is  not  ier^s  in  property,  but  she 
lOiist  hold  in  capite  of  the  hdsb&did ;  he  being 
•Caput  MuUeris,  the  Head  of  the  Woman." 

Exalted  however  as  this  ''  Head"  is  by  the 
law,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  would  be 
more  exalted  if  it  had  a  crown  upon  it.    Here* 
then  the  ladies  of  England  have  a  fair  opportu- 
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nity  of  gaining  a  superiority,  for  by  a  law  more 
ancient  and  more  sacred  than  even  our  own  Bri- 
tish laws,  it  is  declared,  that  "  a  virtuous 
WOMAN  is  a  CROWN  to  her  husband."  What  a 
parcel  of  Kings  we  must  have  amongst  us !  But 
to  return.  All  the  moveabk  goods  of  a  married 
woman  are  clearly  ascertained  to  be,  "  in  poies- 
tate  Viri;"  as  has  been  shewn;  in  the jpotoer  of 
the  husband ;  for  so  the  words  strictly  imply. 
But  whether  the  female  tongue  is  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  moveables,  wholly  tn  potestate  Viri, 
after  marriage,  does  not  seem  to  be  clearly  set- 
tled, unless  indeed  it  be  included,  in  another 
plain  maxim  of  the  law,  to  the  following  effect, 
"  Sine  Virp  non  respondere  potest ;"  which  is  as 
much  as  to  say,  without  the  consent  of  her  hus- 
band, a  woman  has  no  right  to  make  any  reply. 
In  plain  words,  she  must  not  presume  to  answer. 
But  I  believe  this  is  entirely  matter  of  law,  and 
not  of  conscience ;  it  does  not  seem  to  extend  to 
any  private  or  domestic  arrangements.  Though  , 
the  female  tongue  be  certainly  a  moveabk,  I  her 
lieve  it  is  pretty  generally  held  to  continue  "  in 
potestate  Mulieris,"  even  after  marriage,  and  I 
know  nothing  to  prevent  it.  To  what  extent  the 
fenude  tongue  may  be  accounted  a  moveabk. 
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Ovid,  fond  as  he  wad  of  the  ladies,  has  taught 
m,  who  speaks  of  the  tongue  of  a  beautiful  fe- 
male, which  kept  murmuring  and  complaining 
after  it  was  cut  out,  and  thrown  on  the  ground, 
h  the  old  ballad  of  the  Wanton  Wife  of  Bath 
are  the  following  lines, 

**  I  think,  qooth  Thomas,  Women**  iongmn 
Of  aspen  leaves  are  made  >** 

which  of  all  moveables  in  nature,  are  decidedly 
the  most  so.  Cray's  Pippin  Woman,  in  his  Trwia, 
is  of  a  piece  with  the  case  cited  from  Ovid. 

"  The  crackling  chrjstal  jrields,  she  sinks,  she  dies ; 
Her  head  chopp'd  off,  from  her  lost  shonlders  flies. 
Pipl^ns  she  cried,  bat  death  her  Voice  oonfonnds, 
And  j^pip-pV  along  the  ice  rebounds." 

The  Chinese  seem  to  go  farthest  in  their  re- 
strictions on  the  *^  moveable  goods"  of  women,  in 
the  custom  they  observe  of  crippling  their  ^e^f, 
that  they  may  not  gad  abroad,  and  in  the  law 
which  enacts  that  talkativeness  in  a  married  woman 
shiill  be  accounted  a  fit  cause  of  divorce.  Vide 
Ta  Tsing  Leu  Lee. 

There  seems  to  be  some  odd  insinuation  in  the 
account  the  Spectator  gives  us,  of  the  few  suc- 
oessful  Candidates  for  the  Flitch  of  Bacon,  dur- 
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itlg  the  first  century  after  the  Service  was  insti- 
tuted, "  I  find  but  two  couples  in  this  first  cen- 
tury that  were  successful :  the  first,  was  a  sea- 
captain  and  his  wife,  who  since  the  day  of  their 
matriage,  had  not  seen  each  other  till  the  day 
of  the  claim ;  the  second,  was  an  honest  pair  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  the  husband  was  a  man  of 
plain  good  sense,  and  a  peaceable  temper ;  the 
woman  was  dumhr 

British  wives  are  not  likely  to  do  amiss,  so 
that  I  need  scarcely  tell  them,  that  if  they  should 
do  so,  the  laws  allow  their  husbands  to  admi- 
nister moderate  correction;  "  Modicam  Castiga- 
tionem ;"  are  the  very  words  of  the  law.  Which 
moderate  correction  or  castigation  is  plainly 
expressed  and  described ;  and  is  simply  this ; 
**  acriter  verberare  Uxores;"  pretty  sharply  to 
chastise  them,  '*  flagellis  et  fustibus ;"  with  n^ps 
and  cudgells  ! 

This  law,  to  the  credit  of  the  ladies  of  Gr^t 
Britain,  having  become  quite  unnecessary,  may 
be  considered  as  having  fallen  into  what  the 
Scotch  lawyers  would  call,  a  state  of  desuet^tde: 
but  if  it  were  in  full  force,  we  may  depend  upon 
it,  it  is  very  mild,  because  at  the  end  of  Sir 
William  Blackstone*s  remarks  in  his  Commen- 
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i^ne9,  on  the  kj^l  effects  of  marriage,  I  find  the 
followiRg  apostrophe :  ^^  So  great  a  favoidte  i% 
&e  female  sex  of  the  laws  of  EBgland !" — iCham- 
beflayne  also,  who  has  noticed  all  the  laws  I 
hare  mentioned,  is  mnch  of  the  ftame  opinion ; 
though  foreigners,  as  I  have  heard,  think  ova 
la#s  haard  in  respect  of  women*  Mr.  Pagem^ 
kcher,  a  Grerman  authdr  of  no  small  eminence, 
was  at  the  pains  to  write  a  hooky  expressly  to 
pax>Te,  that  by  the  law  of  nature,  a  husband  has 
no  despotic  power  over  his  wife,  and,  in  his  own 
terms,  diat  marriage  is  not  monarchy.  We  have 
heard  of  monarchs  dejutis,  and  monarcfas  de 
faci0 — ^perhaps  if  Mr.  Pagemtecher  had  considered 
mcfte  maturely  the  state  of  things  de  facto,  he 
might  not  have  thought  it  worth  his  while  to 
write'  so  much  about  theiir  state  and  circum- 
stances dkjure.' 

I  must  say,  I  think,  that  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  "  de  modic&  castigatione,"  or 
moderate  correction,  in  the  case  oiwims,  *^ftageltU 
ek  Jhstihus,''  heavens  and  earth!  vnth  whips  and 
cudgeUs!  some  similar  law  should  have  been 
enacted  to  protect  wives  against  their  ofibnding 
husbands.  Mrs.  Barbara  Crabtree  for  instance, 
(Spectator,  No.  262)  ought  clearly,  I  think,  t6 
m2 
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have  be^i  allowed  the  liberty  she  daims^  of  ap« 
plying  a  cudgel  to  the  back  or  shoulders  of  her 
sottish  husband.  By  the  laws  of  our  Anglo-Saxon 
ancestors,  a  wife  might  not  only  chastise  her 
husband,  for  wilful  and  deliberate  offences,  but 
even  for  such  an  unavoidable  crime,  as  that  of 
having  "  a  stinking  breath"  The  laws,  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons  indeed,  in  comparison  with  our 
own,  do  seem  to  have  been  particularly  favorable 
to  the  female  sex  ;  more  so  indeed,  than  to  jus- 
tify the  remark  of  Mr.  Turner  in  his  valvule 
history  of  that  ancient  people ;  who  I  remember 
observes,  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  women  occupied 
the  same  important  and  independent  rank,  which 
they  now  enjoy.  Certainly  Mr.  Turner  himself 
enumerates  some  rights  and  privileges  allowed 
them,  which  cannot  be  said  strictly  to  belong  to 
English  ladies  in  the  present  day.  Wives  indeed 
were  accounted  such  blessings  and  such  indis- 
pensable comforts  to  the  other  sex,  that  any  man 
who  ran  away  with  a  married  woman,  vms  obliged 
by  the  Anglo-Saxon  laws  to  buy  her  husband 
another  wife.  I  believe  at  present,  a  man  is  not 
obliged,  or  even  expected,  to  lay  out  the  very 
damages  he  receives  in  such  a  case,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  another  wife,  unless  he  choose  it,  which 
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possibly  after  such  bad  luck  in  the  first  instance, 
might  not  often  be  the  case. 

When  ladies  have  done  any  thing  deserving  of 
public  honors,  distinctions,  and  privileges,  it  is 
rather  carious  to  reflect  upon  such  as  have  been 
chosen  for  them.  In  the  XVth  century,  when 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy  besieged  the  town  of 
Beauvais,  the  women  signalized  themselves 
greatly  in  its  defence,  by  throwing  stones  on 
the  enemy,  melted  lead,  8cc.  &c.  &c. !  till  they 
were  actually  obliged  to  raise  the  siege ;  for  which 
they  were  compensated  by  having  a  privilege 
conferred  on  them,  "  Fort  au  gout  de  leur  sexe/* 
says  Bayle,  (for  I  have  the  story  from  him)  "  Car 
on  leur  permit  de  se  purer/'  i.  e.  they  were  allowed 
to  bedizen  themselves  a  little  more  than  ordi- 
nary ;  and  this  by  a  special  edict  of  Louis  XI. 
To  which  however  he  added  another  distinction, 
not  less  perhaps,  "  au  gout  de  leur  sexe/'  to  repeat 
the  words  of  the  French  author,  and  certaiiily 
very  applicable  to  our  purposes,  namely,  that  on 
the  feast  of  Saint  AgddrSme,  Patroness  of  the 
town  o(  Beauvais,  they  should,  in  the  public -pro- 
cession, walk  before  the  men.  According  to  Vale- 
rius Maximus,  exactly  the  same  honors  were  con- 
ferred on  the  ladies  of  Rome,  in  compliment  to 
the  mother  and  wife  of  Coriolanus,  and  their  com- 
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panions,  for  their  patriotism  ih  persuading  thai 
General  to  retire  with  his  army  of  Volsoiajw. 
*'  On  he  pouvoit  mieux  s'accommoder  h  I'inciiiia* 
tion  Qaturelle>''  i&  the  remark  of  Bayle  upon  tUa 
latter  comi^imfent.  Plutarch  does  not  mention 
diis  distinction  in  iavot  (^  the  Romaii  ladied^ 
but  he  highly  commends  the  pmetioe  ^t  Rome, 
of  allowing  women  to  have  their  deserts  si^t  forth 
in  funeral  orations ;  a  |)ractice  at  first  confined 
to  ^ed  mittrOns^  but  extended  by  Julius  Ceesal*, 
of  all  m^n  in  the  World,  to  young  ladies  also* 
Plutarch  seems  to  have  been  much  interested  fcfr 
the  credit  of  the  sex,  having  expressly  written  on 
the  Virtues  of  Women,  ami  produced  from  his- 
tory many  ouriotis  inst&nces. 
.  Though  ladies  are  not  allowed  to  have  seats 
in  Parliament/  0t  personally  to  assist  in  making 
laws,  I  do  not  see  why^  when  they  po^s^s  suffix 
eient  property,  they  should  not,  in  some  wjty  or 
other,  enjoy  the  elective  firanohise.  I  am  only 
speaking  of  the  justice  or  equity  of  such  a  claim, 
if  it  were  propeirly  urged.  I  am  not  dissatisfied 
with  the  disquatififcatioto,  if  ladies  theiteelves 
are  not  so*  I  think  they  ^re  jasi  to  much  the 
more  annable,  as  they  are  detached  from  pdlitics*. 
But  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  rdgn'  of  Edward 
III.  when  he  wanted  to  raise  money  for  the  d4- 
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fence  of  Ireland,  he  scrupled  so  much  to  tax  any 
person^s  property  without  their  consent,  that  regu- 
lar writs  were  issued  to  the  ladies  who  possessed 
knd  there,  commanding  them  to  send  their  pro- 
per attomies  to  consult  upon  the  exigency  o£ 
afiairs.  If  this  could  be  done  by  attorney  in 
those  days,  why  not  now  ?  the  acting  by  attoriiey 
might  obviate  some  of  the  m:ost  objectionable 
impediments  to  the  personal  interftrence  of  dur 
British  ladies  in  contested  elections.  As  to  in- 
fluence, it  is  a  different  question.  Perhaps  the 
real  difficulty  is  to  be  found  there ;  and  if  so, 
their  disqualification  may  be  regarded  as  a  com- 
pliment. There  is  certainly  no  calculating  the 
extent  of  female  influence.  **  The  movements  of 
the  tender  passions,"  says  Mr.  Turner  in  his 
History  oif  thie  Anglo-Saxons,  '*  are  more  eccen- 
.  trie  than  tiie  wanderings  of  the  heathy  meteor,  atid 
yet,  under  the  Anglo-Saxons,  females  wer6  ad- 
tnitted  into  their  Witena-Gemot"  I  confess  my 
own  opinion  is,  that  one  elegant,  accomplished 
and  beautiful  Miss  Bull,  might  now  and  then  out- 
weigh all  the  John  Bulls  in  the  kingdom;  and  one 
female  constituent  carry  a  point,  against  a  whole 
kost  of  the  other  sex.  Of  their  rhetorical  powers 
we  have  a  good  account  in  the  Spectator,  No. 
262,  where  may  be  seen   the   exceeding  force 
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which  the  female  eye  in  particular  possesses,  as 
au  instrument  o{  penuasian.  See  also  No.  510  of 
the  same  work,  marked  thus  in  the  Index  of  tl^ 
Vllth  Volume,  Beauty,  the  force  of  it.  Mm*-. 
tmgne,  describing  the  Yery  satne  thing,  says, 
**  Elle  se  presente  au-devant,  seduit  et  pr6oe€iq» 
notrejugement  arec  grande  autorite  et  merveilleuse 
impression^*  even  bribery  and  corruption  would 
have  no  chance  against  it,  if  we  will  beliere 
another  French  writer,  or  rather  the  Gtunnes, 
Spirits,  Cabalists  and  devils,  whose  interesting 
cort^spondence  he  has  preserved ;  for  thus  writes 
Ben  Kiber  to  the  wise  and  learned  AbuJdbak,  in 
the  Cyilth  of  the  celebrated  Lettres  CabaUsti- 
ques.  *'  J'etois  I'autre  jour,  sage  et  savant  Abu- 
kibak,  dans  une  assembl^e,  od  Ton  agit&  avec 
beaucoup  de  chaleur,  quelle  6toit  la  chose  k  la- 
quelle  on  pent  r^sister  le  plus  difficilement.  Les . 
uns  soutenoient  les  richesses ;  les  autres,  les  Aon- 
neurs  et  les  dignites.  Quelques  uns  vouloient  que 
ce  fut  la  bonne  chere,  lorsqu'on  jouissoit  d'une 
parfaite  sant^  ;  mais  le  plus  grand  nombre  pr£- 
tendoit  que  c'6toit  Famour  d^une  belle  persomu. 
Je  me  rangeai  k  cette  opinion,  et  je  suis  r^elle- 
ment  persuade  qu'il  n'est  rien  de  si  difficile  que 
de  r^sister  aux  charmes  et  aux  agacerie^^  d'une 
aimable  femme  qui  cherche  a  nous  piaire.  Quel- 
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que  pf^aution  qu'on  prenne  pour  defendre  sa 
Kbert6>  quelque  soin  qu'on  emploie  pour  garantir 
soil  ccBur,  il  faut  t6t  ou  tard  se  rendre ;  un  coup 
dkoU  d^truit  ordi&airement  dans  un  moment  les 
pr^ets  d'une  semaine.**  There  is  no  knowing  then, 
what  might  happen.  I  am  inclined  to  regard  it 
as  a  very  delicate  compliment  paid  to  the  virtues, 
charms,  and  accomplishment  of  the  British  fair, 
that  they  stand  excluded  from  all  personal  inter- 
ference in  the  choice  of  our  Legislators,  as  well 
as  in  their  proceedings  in  the  Senate. 

I%at  ladies  may  be  complimented  out  of  their 
rights  and  privileges,  I  am  able  to  prove  from  a 
case  in  point,  which  I  learned  from  a  very  near 
relation,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  at  the  very  time  it  happened.  Till 
that  memorable  day,  ladies  had  been  freely  ad* 
mitted  into  the  galleries  to  hear  the  debates.  From 
some  circumstances  or  other,  (I  will  venture  to 
say  it  was  no  excess  of  chattering  and  talking)  it 
was  thought  expedient  to  exclude  them ;  but  no 
particular  member  could  be  found  bold  enough 
to  propose  it.  At  length  however  an  opportunity 
{»resented  itself.  A  Bill  being  under  discussion, 
which  greatly  affected  the  interests  of  a  noble 
family  of  high  and  extensive  connections,  the 
galleries  were  daily  crowded  with  the  female 
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velativea  of  the  party,  ii^o$t  of  them,  as  may. be 
easily  imagined,  in  full  possession  of  the  highest 
possible  attractions,  as  yofuih,  beauty,  wit,  &c,  &c. 
Upon  which,  a  member  got  up  and  begged  to 
put  the  question  to  the  Speaker,  whether  the 
ctedit  and  character  of  the  house  did  not  most 
peremptorily  require,  that  in  all  their  delibera- 
tions they  should  be  free  from  any  undue  or  eir* 
traordihary  influence,  and  whether  any  of  that 
honorable  house  could  cast  their  eyes  up  to  the 
galleries,  and  say  th&t  they  were  so  at  that  mo-» 
ment.  He  should  therefore  move,  that  that  bevy 
of  beauties  should  immediately  retire.  The  ladies 
obeyed,  and  have  never  been  admitted  since  in 
the  same  manner. 

This  was  at  the  least  a  very  polite  way  of  get- 
ting rid  bf  them,  and  of  excliidilig  them  fronl 
the  public  assemblies  of  the  state.  Antiquaries 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  st&nd  upon  less 
ceremony.  I  find  in  a  work  of  reputation,  the 
following  reason  given  for  their  exclusion  from 
the  public  councils.  *'  Every  tenant  by  Knight- 
^rvice,  as  well  as  per  Baroniam,  was  obliged 
by  his  oath  of  homage,  not  only  to  give  his  lord 
the  best  counsel  and  advice  he  was  able,  but  also 
to  keep  secret  all  such  counEsels  as  should  be  com-^ 
municated  to  him.    Which  by  the  way  (I  qubte 
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?erbatiin)  i$  one  rtasm^  whjr  all  fiefs  Ivere  ori«^ 
gioally  ma3GiSdiiie»  and  couM  not  de^nd  to  th^ 
heirs  female !  !*'  I  always  a(fpT.ehended  indeed; 
that  females  were  excluded  from  mch  holdings; 
(especially  by  tiiie  ''  Loi  Saliqtie/*  frcEm  the  throne 
of  Fraiice,)  becatise  according  to  feudal  prinei- 
pks»  their  situation  incapacitated  them  for  per- 
forming some  serriceiSy  (services  of  arms  j[^arti- 
cularlyt)  )^hich  were  reqiiircid  by  those  tnstitu* 
trons,  but  I  nerer  should  hair?  dreamt  of  their 
being  excluded  for  the  reason  given  by  thiii 
very  curious  writer ;  and  indeed  ivho  could  ?  To 
be  sure  Plutarch  in  his  morals;  tells  a  story  of  a 
Roinan  matron,  who  after  promii^ing  her  husbdnd 
to  keep  an  importatit  iecret;  (as  ^h^  thought  it) 
with  the  strictest  fidelity,  sent  ii  round  the  Irhole 
city  so  rapidly,  that  he  had  no  sooner  got  to  thte 
market  place  from  hid  own  house,  than  he  was 
mad^  acquainted  with  it  On  all  hands,  as  ^  most 
portentous  piece  of  news,  though  he  had  entirely 
invented  it  out  of  his  own  head,  to  satisfy  his 
wife's  importunity. 

HeliogabaluS  We  are  informed  had  a  female 
Senate,  but  not  such  a  one  as  could  be  any  pre- 
cedent to  tis,  or  such  indeed  as  could  be  prac- 
ticable here,  for  I  much  doubt  if  there  were  one 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


172  LADIBS*  PRIVILBGSS. 

woman  of  virtue  to  be  found  in  it ;  his  own  mo- 
ther Samias,  though  honored  with  the  proud 
title  of  Augusta,  being  at  the  head  of  it ;  a 
''  mamtre  cTimpudieite,*^  as  a  French  author  does 
not  scruple  to  call  her.  At  Provence  there  was 
a  Cour  (Famour,  consisting  of  females^  which  I 
think  would  suit  us  a  great  deal  better.  As  for 
the  Roman  Senate  of  Heliogabalus,  they  seem 
to  have  deliberated  about  things,  which,  it  is 
yery  obvious,  could  not  be  interesting  to  our 
fair  country  women ;  such  as  the  rights  of  miu:^ 
ried  women ;  what  dresses  were  most  becoming; 
who  should  be  allowed  to  kiss  them,  and  other 
dull  matters  to  be  found  in  Lampridius.  They 
were  not  a  little  offended,  it  appears,  with  tho 
unpolite  men  of  Rome,  who  nick-named  their 
Assembly  "  Senatulus:'*  the  little  or  inferior  Se- 
nate. A  bold  thing  to  do,  but  I  apprehend  it  was 
only  the  single  men  who  ventured  to  call  it  so. 
Be  this  however  as  it  may,  the  term  seems  to 
have  struck  Erasmus,  as  one  so  proper,  as  to 
induce  him  to  affix  it  as  a  title  to  his  Colloquy, 
called  in  Latin  Senatulus,  aind  in  Greek  ywcu^ 
xotn/vBipiov,  or  the  Council  of  Women. 

As  some  short  account  of  this  Colloquy  may 
not  be  unamusing  to  certain  of  my  fair  readers. 
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I  shall  (howeirer  clumsily)  translate  parts  of  it. 
Those  ladies  who  wear  blue  stockings  will  I  hope 
excuse  me. 

The  principal  Diramatis  Person®  are  as  follow. 
Cornelia,  Margareta,  Perotta,  Julia,  and  Catherina. 
Gomdia  open&  the  debate.  "  I  augur  well/'  says 
she,  "  of  the  cause  we  have  in  hand»  from  your 
coming  together  with  such  alacrity,  and  in  such 
numbers.  It  is  unfits  that  while  the  men  are 
daily  engaged  in  public  assemblies  and  councils, 
we  should  sit  at  home,  weaving  and  spinning,  as 
though  we  made  no  part  of  the  Republic ;  but 
were  merely  designed  for  the  amusement  of  the 
male  part  of  the  creation,  who  will  in  time,  if  we 
go  on  thus,  scarcely  allow  us  to  be  of  the  same 
mce.  The  wise  King  of  Israel  has  declared,  that 
'  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors  there  is  safety.' 
Hence  Bishops  have  their  synods  ;  monks  their 
conventicles ;  soldiers  their  councils  of  war ; 
thieves  their  clubs  and  associations.  Even  ants 
and  emmets  congregate.  Of  all  the  animals 
upon  earth,  we  women  alone  do  never  combine." 
''  Much  oftener  than  becomes  them,"  says  Mar- 
gareta.  Cornelia  complains  of  the  interruption, 
and  proceeds.  "  I  know  that  St.  Paul  would 
have    women   keep   silence    in   Churches^  but 
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Churches  include  men  as  well  as  women ;  and 
ours  is  an  assembly  purely  female.  If  we  were 
expected  to  keep  silence  every  where  and  for 
ever,  why  has  nature  given  us  tongues  full  as  vo- 
luble as  those  of  men,  and  voices  not  less  sonorous 
— only  Uieirs  being  rougher,  is  generally  more 
like  the  braying  of  asses — but  let  us  be  carefol 
to  proceed  with  all  gravity  and  decorum  in  this 
matter,  lest  the  men  should,  as  on  another  occa* 
sion,  call  ours  an  inferior,  insignificant  assem- 
bly, or  bestow  upon  it  even  some  more  opprobri- 
ous name,  as  they  are  but  too  ready  to  do,  with 
every  thing  in  which  we  are  concerned.  Though 
if  we  were  to  take  strict  account  of  their  ways, 
councils  and  assemblies,  we  should  find  them 
more  womanish  than  our  own.  Always  quarrel- 
ing; no  steadiness,  no  consistency;  Princes 
constantly  at  war;  no  agreement  between  the 
people  and  their  Priests,  or  the  Priests  and  their 
Bishops;  many  men,  many  minds,  and  all  fickle 
and  inconstant  as  the  wind;  state  against  state; 
city  against  city;  neighbour  against  neighbour. 
Were  the  reins  of  government  but  once  committed 
to  our  hands,  every  thing  I  am  persuaded  would 
go  on  better.*'  But  I  cannot  go  through  the 
whole,  it  is  too  long  for  our  purpose.    It  may 
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be  well  however  just  to  touch  upon  some  of  thei^ 
rules,  and  regulations,  as  a  hint  to  other  aesem* 
blies,  public  or  private,  male  or  female.    The 
first  of  these  standing  rules,  then,  was,  I  will 
venture  to  call  it,  a  very  singular  one  ;  namely, 
that  no  married  woman  amongst  them,  should 
mention  her  husband,  by  name,  with  too  much 
harshness  or  petulancy.     In  vain  was  it  urged 
tiiat  their  husbands  stood  upon  no  such  ceremo* 
nies  with  them,  in  their  public  or  private  meet- 
ings.    All  objections  were  overruled  by  this  sen- 
sible remark,  that  in  defaming  their  husbands 
they  did  discredit  to  themselves ;  that,  whatever 
cause  of  complaint  they  might  have,  women  did 
in  truth  not  only  totally  depend  upon  the  men, 
but  that  their  condition  was  infinitely  more  ex- 
empt from  labour  and  trouble,  and  consequently 
the  best  of  the  two  ;  that  in  the  improvement  of 
their  affiiirs,  and  amassing  of  riches,  the  men 
had  often,  even  in  peace  time,  to  traverse  land 
and  sea,  at  the  very  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  «if 
war  raged,  to  answer  the  call  of  the  trumpet, 
'  and  take  their  station  in  the  field  of  battle,  while 
their,  wives  remained  safe  and  secure  at  home  5 
that  as  for  bad  husbands,  it  depended  chiefly 
upon  themselves  to  render  them  in  all  instances 
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kind  and  obliging.  Finally^  that  thou^  it  might 
be  lawful  for  them  to  speak  of  their  husbands 
and  even  of  their  faults,  in  a  general  way»  yet  that 
it  should  be  **  e&  moderatione  ut  ne  quid  ninm,*' 
with  so  much  temperance  and  moderation*  as  to 
avoid  all  excesses. 

The  second  of  their  rules  and  regulations  had 
regard  entirely  to  the  order  of  their  proceedings, 
and.  the  rank  and  precedence  of  their  several 
members,  upon  a  consideration,  that  in  most  of 
the  male  assemblies,  a  great  deal  of  valuable  time 
had  been  wasted  in  adjusting  such  forms  and 
ceremonies;  three  months  at  the  least,  before 
the  representatives  of  Kings,  Princes,  and  Pon^ 
tiffs,  would  consent  to  enter  upon  business.  It 
was  fixed  that  they  should  take  place  first  accord- 
ing to  their  rank,  or  degrees  of  Nobility ;  which 
degrees  were  limited  to  four,  three,  two,  one,  and 
one  half;  tiiat  is,  noble  only  on  .one  side,  whe- 
ther paternal  or  maternal.  Bastards  ranked  be- 
low all  legitimates.  When  they  got  quite  below 
the  order  of  Nobility,  those  who  had  borne 
most  children  were  decidedly  to  rank  first ;  and  ^ 
where  there  should  be  any  equality  of  numbers, 
age  was  to  settle  the  difference.  Those  who  had 
borne  no  children  were  to  go  last.    Widow*  who 
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liad  borne  children  were  to  take  place  amongst 
the  other  matrons,  and  those  who  were  childless 
to  go  to  the  bottom.  Erasmus  liked  to  have  a 
slap  at  the  Monks^  and  therefore  assigned  no 
place  to  the  wives  of  Monks  ^nd  Ecclesiastics;  but 
as  it  would  seem,  made  one  regulation  with  re- 
gard to  tkem,  by  positively  and  peremptorily  ex- 
cluding all  bad  women. 

A  difficulty  seems  to  have  arisen  in  the  assem- 
bly, which  might  a  little  while  ago,  (if  not  still,) 
have  embarrassed  ourselves,  namely,  how  to  dis- 
tinguish people's  ranks  by  their  outward  appear- 
ance.  Cornelia,  the  leading  member,  complains 
greatly  of  the  confusion  into  which  things  had 
fallen ;  that  people  dressed  so,  that  the  jVbfr/e 
was  no  longer  to  be  distinguished  from  the  pie-- 
beian,  the  married  from  the  unmarried:  the  ma-* 
iron  from  the  courtezan!  It  is  not  uncommon 
now,  says  she,  to  see  females  of  the  lowest  sta- 
tions of  life,  dressed  out  in  their  velvets,  watered 
tabbies,  flowered  vests,  striped  garments,  lawns  and 
cambrics,  gold  and  siher,  furs,  &c.  &c.  all  the 
while  that  their  husbands  are  in  their  stalls 
mending  shoes.  They  load  their  fingers  with 
rings  of  diamonds  and  emeralds,  (for  pearls  are 
thought  too  common)  and  have  their  sandals 
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decorated  with  amber,  coral,  and  abundance  of 
gilded  ornaments ;  in  vain  do  the  Nobles  any 
longer  try  to  distinguish  themselves  from 'the 
vulgar,  by  habits,  decorations,  and  usages  suit- 
able to  their  birth  and  station,  every  thing  is 
immediately  imitated  by  those  of  the  piebeum 
order,  and  the  wife  of  the  merchant  or  shop- 
keeper disdains  to  be  outdone  by  her  who  has  m 
her  arms  many  quarterings  of  Nobility,  and  is 
descended  on  both  sides  from  parents  of  high 
degree. 

*'  Formerly  those  only  Aat  were  noble  were 
admitted  to  kiss  the  ladies,  nor  was  it  every 
body  that  the  latter  would  honor  so  far.  To 
some  they  would  scarcdy  condescend  to  offer  so 
much  as  thdr  hand  to  be  kissed ;  now  every 
rude  and  ill-savored  fellow,  insists  upon  saluting 
even  her,  whose  shield  is  decorated  with  all  th^ 
ensigns  of  Nobility.  Even  in  majrriages,  there 
is  no  longer  any  regard  shewn  to  the  differenoe 
<)f  ranks.  The  Patricians  match  vntb  the  Pie* 
beians,  and  the  Plebeians  with  the  Patricians^ 
whence  we  have  a  hybrid  race  thrown  in  upon:  us, 
to  our  great  confusion  and  discomfiture.  Nor 
do  the  most  low-born  scruple  to  adorn  their  per-* 
sons  with  the  paints,  perfumes^  aiKl  decorations^ 
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iri^h  ah6iild.be  entirely  appfropriated. to Jadied 
of  rank.  These  things  should  be  seeji  u£to,.itiid 
better  Tegnlated/' 

It  was  a  question  amongst  Ahpm  how  .ihey 
should  vote,  and  yecy  jjodicioi^ly  detemlne^ 
that.it  should  not  be  by  any  division,  of  thei  Set 
nate,  huimvA  voce^  in  their  places^  lest  by  i^ovii^ 
about  they  ahou]4  ESLiseu  dust  ;with  their,  kactg 
petticoate.  For  diTulging;  the  8eerd»  of  tl^e.  as^ 
sesaiofy,  ^rery .  lady  .was  cosideBmed  to  j  a  i%id 
silencetibB  the  spa^e.  of  three  days  ! 

Theibasis  of  their  regulations,  as  to  .their  oir^^ 
emnstdsices  andconditionin  society,  and:amoi^t 
Aeiu^en,  who  had  too  lpng.1;)een  allor(<red.to.oon>^ 
iider  them  as  fit  for  littlem^re  than  .'to  be  dieix 
laundresses  and  €Ooks,  wa&  this ;  that  ^the^ 
should  ^  freely ^leave^  to  the  men  4lie  discharge  of 
aB  magifiteii0.1  4uties,~as  well  as  the  functioBA 
of  war ;'  but  4hat  they  should  ^^  ^future  ^have. a 
vm^  jm-itfae  {4acin^  ^nd  disposal^of  j&eir  chil« 
dren,  and  peckaps  daimtto  take  upon j them  by 
Utms  aom4  o£  the  public  offices.  :And:  thatj  the 
wifii^s^  «a&s»  if:  she:iwere^more  nqhle  than  Aer 
htidbaisdr  ihotild  not  be  driven  as  a  matter  of 
eouTsetO'theleft  side  of  the  shield,  as  hado  hi- 
therto been^'t^e.  case.  » I  am  glad  to  be  able*  to^ 
N  2 
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terminate  this  digression  with  so  regular  a  piece 
o{  heraldry. 

As  however  I  began  this  section  with  some 
points  of  law,  regarding  the  sex,  and  raised  a 
question  whether  **  the  tongue  were  to  be  ac- 
counted among  those  moveables,''  which  are  de-^ 
cidedly  subject  to  the  will  and  power  of  the  hus- 
band/ in  a  state  of  coverture,  I  cannot  forbear 
citing  two  odd  cases  I  have  discovered  in  the 
history  of  a  manor  in  Somersetshire ;  Seaboroughm 
In  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Richard  IIL 
two  women,  Isabella  the  wife  of  William  Pery, 
and  Alianora  Slade,  were  presented  for  common 
scolds,  and  fined  one  penny  each,  which  two  pence 
were  the  whole  perquisites  of  the  Court*  And 
at  the  same  time,  an  order  of  the  Court  was  made, 
that  the  tenants  of  the  manor  should  not  scold 
their  tcm^es,*  under  pain  of  forfeiting  their  tene- 
ments and  cottages.  Now  this  was  all  very  well 
and  extremely  fair,  as  apparently  binding  upon 
boUi  parties.  But  see  the  mischief  of  it ;  at 
least  of  the  last  order  of  the  Court.  In  the  23d 
year  of  Henry  VII.  the  immediate  successor  of 
Richard  the  Third,  I  find  another  order  made 
that  the  tenants'  wives  should  not  scold  (their 
husbands  of  course)  under  the  penalty  of  a  six 
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and  eight-penny  Jim,  half  to  go  to  the  repairs  of 
the  Chapel,  and  half  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
So  that  in  fact,  it  would  appear,  that  by  the  rc- 
strtdnt  laid  upon  the  hmbands  in  the  third  of 
Richard,  the  wives  gained  such  an  advantage 
over  them,  as  in  the  23d  of  his  successor,  (t.  e. 
only  22  years  afterwards)  to  render  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  raise  the  fine  (or  female  scolding  from 
one  penny  to  six  shillings  and  eight  pence !  /—Was 
ever  any  thing  like  it?  I  am  entering  no.w,  I 
am  aware,  upon  one  of  the  moat  hacknied  topics 
of  banter  and  ridicule,  in  the  whole  history  of 
male  and  female  foibles.  Scolds  and  henrpecked 
husbands,  have  supplied  food  for  the  satirists, 
essayists,  journalists,  poets,  and  prose-writers,, 
of  all  ages,  (Ibat  is,  if  we  may  believe  the  Jexcs ;) 
for  the  latter  it  seems  have  discovered  that  of  all 
the  hen-pecked  husbands  in  the  world,  Adam  was 
not  only  of  necessity  the  first,  but  the  worst ; 
having  not  merely,  (as  the  common  belief  is) 
been  hoaxed  or  beguiled  into  submission,  but  ab- 
solutely scolded  and  beaten  into  it.  "  For," 
says  a  certain  Jewish  Rabbi  upon  Gen.  iii.  12. 
**  by  giving  him  of  the  tree  is  to  be  understood  a 
sound  rift-roasting ;  that  is  to  say,  in  plain  Eng- 
lish, Eve  finding  her  husband  unwilling  to  eat  of 
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thfi  forbiddea  fruit,  took  a  good  crab^tree  cu<^^ 
and  laboured  his  sides  tiU  he  complied  with-  he^ 
wilL'^  I  have  fadiered  this  strange  comiheiiC 
upon  the  Jews,  though  I  muc(t  say,  it  h  upon  re- 
cord that  what  tiieJews  taught,  some  Christianer 
have  been  weak  enough  to  believe.  Nay,  did 
not  Milton  believe  it;  when  he  introduced  the 
Squabbling  Seine  into  his  Pioradise  Lost,  noticed 
m  (he  Tatter,  Ifumber  217 1 

"  Ths8  thej  ID  mataal  accusation  spent 

Hie  fruitless  lieurs,  but:  iteit^  m^  eoiickmiiin^ ; 
And  of  tbeir  rain  contest  appeared  no  enft." 

However,  it  does  seem  extremely  clear^  from  His- 
tory, ^at  tie  foibfe  of  temidgancy,  if  not  quite 
so  old  as  sin,  is  tut  a  yoiinger  sister  of  that  mo- 
ther of  all  confiision — Xantippe  indeed  #as  no 
modem.  By  tiie  fines  imposed  upon  the  ladies 
of  Somersetshire,  I  conclude  the  glories  oi  the 
Skimmingioh  might  be  unknown  there;  a  cere- 
mony so  very  circumstantially  described  in  Hu- 
dibras  (Canto  ii.  i*art  ii.)  tliat  I  inay  will  ie  ex- 
cused from  entering  too  deeply  into  ffie  siibjeel ; 
especially  as  Tir.  Zachary  Grey,  iii  Sis  nOt^s, 
has  been  at  the  pains  to  hunt  out  niost  of  tne 
authors,  Who  have  treated  of  termagamy,  among 
whom,  while  we  may  reckon  thoAe  incomf^arablcf 
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moralists^  the  Editors  of  the  Spectator^  Tatkr,  and 
Guardian,  I  shall  be  quite  contented  with  re- 
ferring to  those  delightful  Volumes^  for  all  that 
good  sense,  good  humour,  and  good  manners  can 
be  expected  to  say  upon  it.  Hudibras  compared 
the  Skiinmingtw  to  the  Oyation  of  the  ancienta 
in  the  following  lines  \ 

**  There  is  a  lesser  Pro&nation, 
like  that  the  Romans  call  OfjtOum: 
For  as  Ovation  was  allow'd 
For  Cooqaest  parchas'd  without  blood ; 
So  men  decree  those  lesser  shows, 
Vor  Victory  gotten  without  blows, 
B  J  diot  of  thorp  hard  upardst  which  som? 
Do  battle  with,  and  overcome." 

Dr.  Grey,  in  his  notes,  is  determined  that 
every  body  should  know  what  an  Ovation  is,  by 
references  without  end  to  classical  writers,  phi- 
lologists, and  antiquarians,  but  he  has  scarcely 
been  at  the  pains  so  much  as  to  define  the  Skirn^ 
mngton,  which  was  an  ancient  ceremony  amongst 
ourselves,  intended  to  do  hovwr,  by  a  mock  pro- 
cesaion,  to  those  ladies  who  governed  their  hus* 
bands.  So  that  instead  of  being  fined,  Mrs. 
Pery,  and  Mrs.  Alianora  Slade  of  Seaborough, 
ought  to  have  had  such  a  triumph  awarded  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


184  ladies'  PRIVILEGETS. 

them,iind  indeed  if  Mr.  Nathaniel  Henroost,  (the 
Spectator's  correspondent  No.  176)  be  right,  a 
greater  triumph  could  scarcely  be  conceived,  for 
he  does  not  scruple  to  say,  that  "  th^  wise  and 
valiant  in  all  ages  have  been  hm-pecked.'^  And 
no  wonder,  if  his  calculations  be  right,  for  he 
asserts  that  it  is  capable  of  demonstration,  that 
a  man  who  does  not  indulge  his  wife  in  every 
thing  she  desires,  must  consent  to  be  uneasy  for 
a  whole  month,  whenever  he  opposes  her  will, 
that  being  the  computed  space  of  time  which  a 
fix)ward  woman  takes  to  come  to  herself  if  any 
should  have  the  courage  to  stand  out;  which 
of  course,  under  such  circumstances,  no  wise 
man  would  do,  for  twelve  contradictions  would 
go  through  the  year.  As  to  the  valiant,  "  those 
stnardy  tempers,"  says  he,  "  who  are  not  slaves  to 
affection,  owe  their  exemption  to  their  being  en- 
thralled by  ambition,  avarice,  or  some  meaner 
passion."  Now,  without  deciding  the  particular 
passions. by  which  the  valiant  may  be  enthralled^ 
(for  surely  some  of  them  are  governed  hy  ambi^ 
tion,  and  women  too ;  as  Julius  Ceesar  for  instance 
and  Mark  Antony  became  slaves  to  Cleopatra) 
I  must  say  I  have  scarcely  ever  found  greater 
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skves  to  affection,  than  the  truly  valiant.  Nor 
shall  I  go  out  of  my  way  to  blame  them  for  it — 
"  Nobilitas  sub  amove  jacet." 

**  Each  Trojan  that  is  master  of  his  heart. 
Let  him  to  field— Troilas  alas!  hath  nonet 
O  Pandams ! — ^I  tell  thee  I  am  mad 
In  Cressid's  Love !" 

**  I  know  not  how/'  says  Lord  Bacon,  *'  but 
martial  men  are  given  to  lox^e.  I  think  it  is  but 
as  they  are  given  to  vnne,  for  perils  commonly 
ask  to  be  paid  in  pleasures/' 

Mrs.  Weston,  in  Tom  Jones,  goes  two  steps 
farther  than  Mr.  Henroost,  for  she  reckons 
amongst  women's  slaves,  not  only  the  brave  and 
the  wise,  but  the  witty  and  the  polite. 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  following  testi- 
mony ?  "  You  know  that  when  women  take  a 
thing  into  their  head,  they  ivill  go  through  with 
it,  and  you  must  gratify  them !"  Buonaparte  in 
O'Meara's  Voice  from  St.  Helena. — This  cele- 
brated personage  made,  it  seems,  many  curious 
observations  on  the  sex,  as  follow :  "  Women 
when  they  are  bad,  are  worse  than  men,  and 
more  ready  to  commit  crimes."  •*  Women  are 
always  much  better,  or  much  worse  than  men." 
"  There  is  no  accounting  for  the  actions  of  a  wo- 
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man."  **  Women  are  necessary  to  civilize  luid 
soften  the  other  sex/'  "  Conyersation  is  neveis 
so  lively  or  so  witty  as  i^n  ladies  take  a  part  in 
it."  **  When  once  a  woman  has  la  tete  montee, 
all  the  world  will  not  prevent  her  attempting  to 
succeed  in  her  designs/' 

There  is  an  Italian  proverb  which  might  lead 
one  to  suppose  that  female  rule  and  government 
were  not  desirable  even  in  domestic  concerns^ 
*'  Sta  pur  fresca  la  casa  dove  la  rocca  commanda 
alia  spada ;"  that  house  is  in  an  ill  case  where 
the  (fi5^£^  commands  the  sword.  Our  own  Eng- 
lish proverb  only  speaks  of  "  the  Gr^  Mare" 
being  "  the  better  Horse ;"  which  is  as  much  aa 
to  say  the  horse  ought  to  be  the  stronger  of  the 
two,  though  it  is  not  always  so.  We  all  know 
that  not  unseldom,  either  by  nature  or  accident, 
a  horse  in  such  circumstances  is  no  better  thazi 
an  ass — then  it  is  that  the  grey  mare  must  needs 
have  the  superiority.  Richie  Moniplies,  in  th^ 
Fortunes  of  Nigel,  had  made  his  calculatious 
wisely  enough  before  he  married  the  riqb  but 
withered  Martha  Trapbois ;  "  If  she  abides  by 
words/'  Sir  Mungo,  ''  1  thank  hqaven  I  can  be 
as  deaf  as  any  one,  and  if  she  comes  to  duni^^  I 
have  a  hand  to  pack  her  with." 
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*^  Tlie  ftrey  muxtiT  is  (and  ought  ta  be,  I  think> 
die  **  better  horse/*  \^henever  tfae-lat^^er  happjen^ 
to  Be  of  die  breed  of  the  Cot-qmems  ;  (»ed  Spec* 
tatior,  Nou  482.)  Before  I  entif ely  quit  Idie  sub- 
ject of  terwiksgancy,  I  canaot  forbear  transcfilniig 
&&  followiHg  ca^e,  diough  I  am  no  Methodicit. 
Iff  Mr.  Southey's  Life  of  Wesiey,  he  relates  that 
aMtumber  of  theur  being  carried  before  a  Magis^ 
trate  in  Lincolnshire,  their  accusers  had  ndthtng 
to  allege  against  them,  but  that  they  pretended 
to  be  better  than  other  peoplfe,  and  prayed  from 
morning  to  night.  TiH,  upon  the  Magistrate 
asking,  whether  they  tad  done  nothing  else, 
"  Yes,  Sir,''  said  an  old  man,  "  and  please  your 
Worship,  they  have  eoi^arted  my  wife*  Till 
she  went  among  them  she  tad  such  a  tongue ! 
and  now  she  is  as  quiet  as  a  lamb  I" — "  Carry 
them  back,  carry  them  back,"  said  the  Magis- 
trate, "  let  them  convert  all  the  scolds  In  the 
town." 

Though  I  hope  I  have  shewn  that  I  am  not 
disposed  to  debar  the  fair  of  any  rights  or  pri- 
vileges that  they  could  enjoy  with  comfort  or 
credit  to  themselves,  I  am  well  persuaded  that 
the  less  they  have  to  do  with  politm  the  better, 
there  being  no  way  open  for  them,  as  it  appears 
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to  me,  to  display  (not  merely  their  talents)  but 
their  zeal  and  patriotism  jmi/tic^  or  personally  in 
a  dignified  maimer.  Hudibras,  whose  party  had 
been  so  much  beholden  to  the  females,  in  his 
rage  against  the  burlesque  and  mockery  of  the 
Skimmington,  thus  describes  the  suppcnrt  the 
ladies  of  those  days  had  given  to  the  Saints ; 
and  which  I  shall  shew  to  be  as  true  as  can  be,, 
though  coming  from  a  poet. 

«  It  M  (Uiat  if  Uie  SkiwmingioH)  an  Anticbristian  Opera, 

Much  ns'd  in  midnight  timet  of  Poperj } 

Of  mnning  after  aelf-inTentiont 

Of  wicked  and  profane  intentions  ; 

To  acandaliKe  that  aex,  for  tcokHmg, 

To  whom  the  Sainta  are  so  beholden. 

WomeH,  who  were  oar  first  AposUes, 

Without  whose  aid  we  had  all  been  lost  else ; 

Women,  that  left  no  stone  nntam'd 

In  which  the  canse  might  be  concem*d  : 

Brought  in  their  ekiUren*s  tpoont  and  wkistles. 

To  pnrchase  swords,  earbines,  and  pistols ; 

Their  husbands,  cullies,  and  sweet-hearts. 

To  take  the  Saints  and  Churches  parts ; 

Drew  seTeral  gifted  brethren  in. 

That  for  the  Bishops  would  hare  been. 

And  fix'd  'em  constant  to  the  party. 

With  motives  pow'rfnl  and  heartj : 

Their  husbands  robb'd,  and  made  hard  shifts 

T'  administer  unto  their  gifts. 

All  they  could  rap  and  rend  and  pilfer. 

To  scraps  and  ends  of  gold  and  silver ; 
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Rubbed  down  the  teachers,  tir'd  and  spent, 

With  holding  forth  for  Parliament ', 

Pamper'd  and  edif /d  their  seal, 

WWi  mmrmo  pmddmg*  many  a  meal  j 

Enabl'd  them  with  store  of  meat, 

On  controverted  points  to  eat ; 

And  cramm'd  'em,  till  their  g— ts  did  ache, 

With  emodk,  custard,  tokd  phm-cake. 

What  ha?e  they  done,  or  what  left  undone. 

That  might  advance  the  caase  at  London  ? 

March'd  rank  and  file  with  dram  and  ensign, 

T'  entrench  the  city  for  defence  in ! 

Rais'd  rampiers  with  their  own  soft  hands. 

To  pnt  the  enemy  to  stands  ^ 

From  ladies  down  to  oyster  wenches 

Laboor'd  like  pioneers  in  trenches. 
Fell  to  their  pick-axes  and  tools. 

And  help'd  the  men  to  dig  like  moles  t 

Have  not  the  handmaids  of  the  city 

Chose  of  their  members  a  Committee  ? 

For  ndsing  of  a  common  parse 

Out  of  their  wages  to  raise  horse  ? 

And  do  they  not  as  triers  sit. 

To  jadge  what  officers  are  fit  ? 

Have  they— at  that  an  egg  let  fly, 

Hit  him  directly  o'er  the  eye  f 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Which  abrupt  interruption  is  sadly  to  be  la- 
mented, as  it  will  compel  us  to  have  recourse  to 
prose  for  a  more  detailed  account  of  their  public 
proceedings.     Of  their  offerings  and  contribu- 
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tions,  we  read  that  **  the  seamstress  brought  in 
her  silver  thimble,  the  chambermaid  her  bodkin, 
the  cook  her  silver  spoon,*'  to  the  copimoa  treasury 
of  war.    Some  sort  of  females  were  freer  in  their 
gifts,  so  far  as  to  part  with  their  rings  and  ear^ 
rings.    They  addressed  the  House  of  Cpounons, 
Feb.  4,  1641,.  in  a  rery  great  body,  headed  by- 
Anne  Stag,   a  brewer's  wife  in  Westminster. 
Upon  a  false  alarm,  the  city  being  ordered  to  be 
fortified,  women  and  children  came  to  woric,  in 
digging  and  carrying  earth  to  make  the  fortifi* 
cations.    The  city  good  wives  and  others,  mind- 
ful of  their  husbands  and  friends,  sent  many 
cart  loads  of  provisions  and  wines  and  good 
things  to  Turnham  Green,  with  which  the  sol- 
diers were  refreshed  and  made  ^  merry,  on  the 
retreat  of  the  King.    It  was  the  custom  every 
day  to  go  out  by  thousands  to  dig ;  all  profes- 
sions, trades  and  occupations  taking  their  turns : 
and  not  only  inferior  tradesmen,  but  gentlemen 
and  ladies  themselves,  for  the  encouragement  of 
others,  carrying  spades,  mattock,  and  other  im- 
plements of  digging. 

Now  whatever  patriotism  or  godly  zeal  there 
might  be  in  all  this,  it  is  impossible  to  say  the 
ladies  appear  to  any  advantage ;  there  is  a  great 
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want  of  dignity  in  their  bringing  thmbles  and 
bodkins  and  spoons,  digging,  wheeling  wheelbarrows', 
shouldering  the  mattock,  and  marching  to  the 
sound  of  the  drum.    Any  body  I  tlmik  would- b^ 
tempted  to  say^  politics  do  not  become  them; 
or^  a&  ^Squire  Western  has  said,  *'  petticos^ 
should  not  middle ;"  and  if«  from  what  passed 
in  H«dibras'  days,  we  descend  to  the  French 
M^oluticm,  I  shall  venture  to  say,  we  shall  not 
find  the  female  character  exalte  by  the  personal 
interference  of  the  women  in  that  great  conyul- 
sion,  from  the  meeting  of  the  States  General  at 
Versailles  in  1789>  to  the  abdication  of  Napo- 
Ijdon,  or  at  the  least  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
terror.    What  are  we  to  think  of  such  female 
poUtidans,   as   Miss  Williams  has  described  iii 
the  fidlowing  paragraph  of  her  tour  to  Switzer- 
land?    "  But   the    most   singular  species  of 
amusement,  which  the  last  winter  produced  (at 
Pom)  were  subscription  balls,  entitled  des  hals 
d  la  Victime.    Such,  and  so  powerful  was  the 
n^e  for  pleasure,  (N,B.  at  ike  very,  period  of 
the  reign  of  terror)  that  a  certain  number  of  its 
votaries,  who  during  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre, 
had  lost  their  nearest  relations  on  the  scaffold^ 
iastituted,  not  days  of  such  solemn,  sad  com* 
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memoration,  as  is  dear  to  the  superstition  of 
tenderness,  when  in  melancholy  procession,  clad 
in  sable,  and  wreathed  with  cypress,  they  might 
have  knelt,  a  mourning  multitude,  around  the 
spot  where  the  mutilated  bodies  of  their  mur- 
dered parents  had  been  thrown  by  the  execu- 
tioner; and  bathed  the  sod  with  those  bitter 
tears,  which  filial  affection  or  agonized  love  shed 
over  the  broken  ties  of  nature,  or  of  passion. — 
No ! — ^The  commemorative  rites  which  these 
mourners  offered  to  the  manes  of  their  massacred 
relations,  were  festive  balk  !  To  these  strange, 
unhallowed  orgies,  no  one  could  be  admitted, 
who  had  not  lost  a  father,  a  mother,  a  husband, 
a  wife,  a  brother,  or  a  sister  on  the  guillotine; 
but  any  person  with  a  certificate  of  their  execution 
in  his  (or  her)  pocket  book,  not  only  obtained 
admission,  but  might  dance  as  long,  and  as 
merrily  as  heart  could  wish.  Had  Holbein  been 
present  at  such  a  spectacle,  no  doubt  he  would 
have  enriched  his  death-dance  with  new  images, 
and  led  forward  each  gay  nymph,  by  an  attendant 
headless  spectre !" 

.  At  the  very  commencement  of  the  revolution, 
it  was  not  uncommon  to  introduce  the  guillo- 
tine as  a  plaything,  and  decapitate  little  confec- 
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tibnary  figures^  filled  with  a  red  fluid,  assigning 
to  each  the  name  of  some  persons  adverse  to 
their  party,  and  enjoying  the  representation  of 
ihejlowing  of  their  blood;  many  were  known  to 
hare  suflered  who  had  indulged  themselves  in 
this  barbarous  sport. 

To  those  who  choose  to  rake  into  the  terrific 
aiid  disgusting  records,  of  the  early  part  of  the 
French  revolution,  a  thousand  instances  will 
occur,  which  I  need  not  repeat,  of  the  horrid 
depravation  of  the  female  heart,  in  those  sad 
days  of  anarchy,  confusion,  and  blood-thirsty 
revenge ;  but  as  many  instances  also  might  be 
found  of  the  most  heroic  fortitude,  and  dignified 
submission,  amongst  the  victims  and  sufferers,  I 
shall  leave  the  one  to  balance  the  other,  in  the 
estimate  we  would  form,  of  the  general  tendency 
q£ political  struggles,  to  exalt  or  debase  those  of 
the  sex,  who  may  be  induced  or  compelled  to 
bear  their  part  in  them ;  only  observing  that, 
without  compulsion,  they  had  better  take  no  part 
in  them.  What  can  be  the  meaning  and  precise 
bearing  of  the  following  passage  in  Mr.  O'Meara's 
Voice  from  St.  Helena?  Surely  Napoleon  must 
have  been  humbugging  Mons.  le  Docteur,  or  have 
been   grievously  humbugged  himself. —  **  The 

VOL.  II.  o 
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<f  Police/'  Baid  he,  (that  is  Bonaparte)  ''  had  in 
pay  many  English  spies,  some  of  high  qualify, 
amongst  whom  there  were  many  ladies.  There 
was  one  lady  in  particular,  of  very  high  rank, 
who  furnished  considerable  information,  and  was 
sometimes  paid  so  high  as  3000/.  a  month.'' 

the  following  Extract  from  Butler's  Remi- 
niscences, 1822,  sect.  xxxi.  5.  does  more  justice 
to  our  English  Ladies. 

'^  But  while  the  dissemination  of  useful  and 
ornamental  knowledge  among  persons  of  erery 
rank  in  this  country  is  generally  mentioned,  it 
would  be  wrong  not  to  take  particular  notice  of 
its  extensive  diffusion  amongst  the  purest  and 
gentlest  portion  of  the  community.  "  Wom<Bn," 
says  Fenelon,  "  were  designed,  by  their  native 
elegance  and  softness,  to  endear  domestic  life 
to  man,  to  make  virtue  lovely  to  children, '  to 
spread  around  them  order  and  grace>  and  to  give 
to  society  its  highest  polish. 

"  How  generally  and  in  what  a  high  degree  these 
attainments  are  possessed  by  the  daughters  of 
Albion,  all  persons  must  have  observed,  to  whom 
opportunities  of  observing  it  have  been  giWn, 
and  who  have  availed  themselves  of  them.  Even 
in  the  learned  languages  and  the  abstruse  sci- 
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tsxcen,  several  are  respectably  iiiformed.  Those» 
to  whom  the  sbest  writers  of  tbeir  own  country, 
SEnd  the  best  in  the  French  and  Italian  languages 
are  familiar,  are  numerous ;  few  are  «o  scantily 
instructed  as  not  to  listen  with  pleasure  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  conversation  of  men  of  learning 
and  taste.  It  is  rare  to  find  among*  them  one, 
who  does  not  express*  herself  both  in  conversa- 
tion and  upon  paper,  with  corrcK^tness  and  taste. 
**  With  all  their  accomplishments, 

'  Hide  me  from  day's  garish  eye/ 

Milton. 

deems  to  be  their  almost  universal  wish.  A 
Frenchman  once  triumphantly  ai^ed  the  Remi- 
niscent whether  any  English  lady  could  have 
written,  the  *  Considerations  sur  les  prindpauk 
evenemens  de  VEurope,^  of  Madame  de  Stael,  a 
work  certainly  of  extraordinary  merit.  The  wra- 
ter  brieves  there  are  many ;  but  that  there  are 
none  who  wouM  'have  written  the  pages  of  egotism 
with  which  it  abounds." 

'  The  Ladies  of  England  have  indeed  of  rlate 
y^ars  asserted  one  privilege^  which  in  former 
days,  seems  not  only  to  have  been  questioned, 
but  positively  denied  to  them.  I  mean  tiie  privi' 
kge  of  passing  for  intellectual  beings.  The  pri- 
o2 
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vilege  of  exercising  their  excellent  faculties,  on 
things  worthy  of  their  power,  and  strength. 
Ladies  in  general  are  much  better  educated  now 
than  they  were  a  century  ago,  though  there  is 
still  room  for  improvement — in  many  instances, 
though  not  in  all.  It  would  appear  that  trifles 
have  still  too  much  attention  paid  to  them,  in 
comparison  with  what  is  solid  and  durable.  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  explain  myself  by  a  few  ex- 
tracts from  a  paper  in  one  of  the  early  Numbers 
of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  in  which  it  appears  to 
me,  that  in  earnestly  recommending  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  female  understanding,  a  very  just  dis- 
tinction is  drawn  between  the  total  exclusion  of 
the  sex  from  intellectual  pursuits,  and  that  ex- 
travagant attention  to  study  and  literary  acquire- 
ments, which  might  too  much  detach  them  from 
such  businesses  and  occupations,  as  must  always 
strictly  and  peculiarly  belong  to  females  :  I 
mean  the  care  of  their  families  and  households, 
and  the  very  important  concerns  of  domestic 
economy.  **  If  the  objections  against  the  better 
education  of  females  could  be  over-ruled,  one.  of 
the  great  advantages  that  would  ensue,  would  be 
the  extinction  of  innumerable  follies,  a  decided 
and  prevailing  taste  for  one  or  another  mode  of 
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education  there  must  be  :  a  century  past  it  was 
(or  housetoyiry ;  now  it  is  too  much  for  accom- 
plishments. The  object  now  is  to  make  women 
artists;  to  give  them  an  excellence  in  drawing, 
music,  painting,  and  dancing ;  of  which,  persons 
who  make  these  pursuits  the  occupation  of  their 
lives,  and  derive  from  them  their  subsistence, 
need  not  be  ashamed.  Now  one  great  evil  of 
all  this  is,  that  it  does  not  last.  If  the  whole  of 
life,  as  somebody  says,  were  an  Olympic  game, 
if  we  could  go  on  feasting  and  dancing  to  the  end, 
this  might  do ;  but  this  is  merely  a  provision  for 
the  little  interval  between  coming  into  life,  and 
settling  in  it ;  while  it  leaves  a  long  and  dreary 
expanse  behind,  devoid  both  of  dignity  and 
cheerfulness.  This  system  of  female  education 
aims  only  at  embellishing  a  few  years  of  life, 
which  are  themselves  so  full  of  grace  and  happi- 
ness, that  they  hardly  want  it;  and  then  leaves 
the  rest  of  existence  a  miserable  prey  to  idle  in- 
gignificance.  No  woman  of  understanding  and 
reflection  can  possibly  conceive  she  is  doing 
justice  to  her  children  by  such  kind  of  educa- 
tion. The  olgect  is,  to  give  to  children  resources 
that  Mall  endure  as  long  as  life  endures ;  habits  that 
time  will  ameliorate,  not  destroy;  occupations 
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that  will  render  sickness  tolerable,  solitude  plea- 
sant, age  venerable,  life  more  dignified  and  use- 
ful, and  therefore  death  less  terrible.  ^  But  the 
greatest  error  is,  the  making  these  things  the 
grand  and  universal  object.    To  insist  upon  it  that 
evety  woman  is  to  sir^,  and  draw,  and  dcmce-^ 
toith  nature  or  against  nature — to  bind  her  ap- 
prentice to  some  accomplishment,  and  if  she  can- 
not succeed  in  oil  or  water  coloura,  to  prefef 
gilding,  varnishing,  burnishing,  box-making,  ot 
shoe-makir^,  (now  rapidly  gc^ng  out  of  fashion) 
to  real  and  solid  improvement  in  taste,  kh&wkdge, 
and  uncferstanding.''^—^**  One  of  the  most  agree- 
able consequences  of  knowledge  is  the  respeol 
and  importance  whicli  at  communicates^  to  old 
age.    Women  too  often  hazard  every  thing  upon 
one  cast  of  the  die:  when  youth  is  gooe,  all  \a 
gone ;  no  human  creature  give»  his  admiration 
lor  nothing:  either  the  eye mxiui  h^ charmed,  er 
the  understanding  gratified  t  a;  woman  muM  tmSk 
wisely  or  ktok  well:  every  human  being .mwl 
put  tp  with  the  coldest  civility,  who  haakn^iithef 
the  charms  of  youth  nor  the  wisdom  of  aigcw'f 
^-^r-f^*  The  pursuit  of  knowledge  itj  the<  lAost  in- 
nocent itnd  interesting  oecixpation  w^neh  can  te 
given  ^  the  female  i^ex  r  not  can  there  tte  a  bet^ 
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ier  method  of  checking  a  spirit  of  dissipation, 
than  by  diffusing  a  taste  for  literature/*—— 
*'  We  conceive  the  labour  and  fatigue  of  accom- 
plishments to  be  quite  equal  to  the  labour  and 
fatigue  of  knowledge;  and  that  it  takes  quite  as 
many  years  to  be  charming,  as  it  does  to  be 
kamed" 

That  I  may  the  better  appropriate  these  excel- 
lent observations,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  reiAark, 
tfaat  since  nature  indisputably  appears  to  have 
been  as  bountiful  of  understanding  t<>  the  one 
sex  as  to  the  odier,  there  cannot  well  be  a  greater 
momaly  in  the  order  and  airtogement  of  civil 
sQc[iety,  th$,n  that  while  every  endeavour  is 
making  to  advance,  improve,  perfect,  and  find 
^eupation  for  the  talents  oimen^  the  intellecttial 
i^llproTemedit  of  women  should  be  considered  to 
1^  a  ndatter  of  such  subordinate  importance,  as 
to  be,  in  a  great  variety  of  instajices,  Aot  merely 
grossly  neglected,  but  absolutely  and  systema- 
tically obstriu^ted :  as,  however,  great  improve- 
ments have  u»d<^ubtedly  taken  place  in  the  edu* 
^tlon  of  femal^r  iBtnd  especially  in.  the  cultivar 
tipn  of  their  understandings,  of  late  years,  we 
do  not  deaptar  of  their  soon  attaining,  pretty 
gj^l^raUy,  th^  proper  rank  in  society. 
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I  BBLiEVE  eyery  body  will  admit  that  the  words 
placed  at  the  head  of  this  section,  constitute  a 
proper  English  title,  not  granted  by  letters  pa- 
tent, much  less  entailed  on  any  heirs,  but  de* 
scriptiye  of  a  certain  class  of  persons,  more  or 
less  entitled  to  honor  and  respect,  or,  (I  griere 
to  say,)  obloquy  and  reproach,  as  members  of 
society. — I  shall  beg  leave  first  to  object  to  the 
term  old;  they  cannot  be  old  without  haying 
been  young;  and  therefore  it  is  an  expletiye 
quite  unnecessary ;  they  are  persons  unmarried 
at  a  certain  age,  and  we  haye  no  right  to  say 
more  of  them ;  it  is  quite  impertinent  to  inyent 
an  epithet  that  may  conyey  wrong  ideas.  Old 
women  of  all  descriptions  must  once  haye  been 
young ;  but  some  happen  not  to  haye  been 
wedded  to  husbands  in  their  passage  throu^ 
life.  Has  this  been  their  fault?  perhaps  quite 
the  contrary.  Perhaps  they  may  haye  had  the 
choice  of  many  husbands,  and  their  present  iso^ 
lated  unconnected  state  may  be  entirely  owing 
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to  thenuehes.  And  if  so^  it  may  also  be,  that 
their  refusal  of  husbands,  in  their  younger  days, 
ought  to  redound  greatly  to  their  credit  at  a 
more  advanced  period.  Let  us  suppose  all  old 
maids  young.  The  chances  are  that  when  young 
some  may  have  been  handsome  without  fortune, 
some  very  rich  but  not  handsome,  some  may 
have  been  plain  but  wise,  some  pretty  but  ex- 
ceedingly foolish.  In  every  case  offers  may 
have  been  made  so  unsuitable,  Jthat  their  very 
rejection  of  such  offers,  ought  to  be  recorded 
in  golden  letters,  in  testimony  of  their  supe- 
rior judgment,  discretion,  or  understanding.  A 
person  of  fortune,  even  if  she  were  handsome, 
might  very  justly  suspect,  that  her  money  had 
too  great  a  share  in  the  attraction,  and  on  this 
ground  alone,  if  she  were  to  demur,  who  could 
blame  her  ?  on  the  contrary,  if  she  were  beau- 
tiful without  fortune,  who  could  blame  a  woman 
for  declining  matrimony,  where  the  attractions 
might  afterwards  be  found  to  have  been  merely 
external,  personal,  transitory,  and  vain  ? — If  in 
her  younger  days  she  were  plain  but  wise,  she 
may  have  very  reasonably  refused  all  offers,  so 
few  are  found  to  marry  for  the  sake  of  the  mind 
only ;  if  she  were  pretty  but  foolish,  perhaps 
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she  may  have  trifled  with  love,  overstood  her 
market^  and  grown  old  impercq^ibly.  At  aU 
eveuts,  and  under  all  possible  circumstances,  I 
i^e^  no  reason  for  regarding  an  unmarried  wo-^ 
man  at  a  certain  age,  as  an  object  of  ridicule,  oc 
contempt ;  on  the  contrary,  I  cpnceive  there  ar^ 
constantly  many  chances  of  hfer  being  intrinsic 
cally  quite  the  contrary.  And  I  am  the  mone' 
anxious  to  say  this,  because  as  fiur  as  my  o>m> 
experience  goes^ .  there  are  in  diis  kingdom  pro- 
bably no  persons  more  respectable  than  soifie 
OI.D  MAIDS,  as  they  are  rudely  called.  They 
are  almost  invariably  of  a  religious  turn ;  pru- 
dent, discreet,  and  having  so  .much  occasion  to 
shift  for  themselves,  of  rather  a  manly  under- 
standing. Many  I  have  known  extremely  cha- 
ritable, even  to  the  utmost  of  their  metos ;  and 
after  all,  is  it  not  a  thousand  times  bettec  to  have' 
NO  HUSBAND,  than  either  a  weak  or  a  tyranni- 
cal one  ? 

The  title  must  have  been  invented  by  men,  and 
I  think  they  would  have  shewn  their  wisdom 
more,  by  avoiding  such  a,  dilemma,  as  they.muat 
be  brought  to,  if  any  unmarried  lady  of  a  ceD* 
tain  age,  or  old  maid,  were  to  turn  upon  them 
and  say,  I  am  only  such,  beciuise  when  youngs 
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I  nev«r  cotdd  find  a  man  worthy  to  be  my  has* 
band. 

Marriages  they  say^  are  ''  made  in  heaven ;" 
if  so,  old  maids  probably,  ane  going  .to  the  very 
place  ^ere  they  are  made,  and  have  therefore 
ehances  still  before  themi.  But  it  is  also  scdd  I 
know,  and>  upon  mnch  higher  authority,  that  in 
k6a¥en,  they  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  mar- 
riage ^  if  this  be  so,  old  maids  in  heaven  will  be 
exactly  in  their  proper  sphere — and  I  heartily 
wish  them  that  good  \uok.  .  I.  cannot  see  why 
ywmg  maids  are  obliged  to  accept  every  man,,  or 
any  man  that  offers;  nor  can  I  see,  upon  the 
sacme  grounds,  why  an  old  maid  is  to  be  repi;oved 
for  not  having  accepted  even  so  much  as  a»y 
man  that  did  offer.  But  perhaps,  no  man  offered! 
What  dififefence  does  this  make?  Perhaps  alJ^ 
the  gpod  were  attached  elsewhere,  and  none  oi 
the  bad  dared  to  offer  themselves  to  so.  discreet 
^  person. 

Hitheirto  I  have  proceeded  without  any  re- 
QO^rse  to  Heraldry;  but  I  shall  now  revert  to 
ikf»:  principal  subject  of  my  book.  Oftentimes 
we  meet  with  unmarried  ladies,  possessed  of 
large  territorial  possessions — either  bom  to  such. 
%xk  inheijiit^fice,  or  coming  to  it,  by  the  common 
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accidents  of  life.  In  such  cases,  I  think  it  would 
be  well,  if  His  Majesty,  of  his  gracious  good- 
ness, would  offer  them  rank,  unless  entitled  to 
it  by  birth.  Without  $ome  personal  rank  or 
title,  what  a  strange  situation  must  such  rich 
heiresses  occupy  in  general  society.  Every  taar- 
ried  woman  will  have  a  right  to  expect  to  go 
before  them,  and  in  some  instances,  (as  I  would 
hope,)  such  a  preferenu  will  be  burthensome  and 
painful,  even  to  tho$e  who  might  justly  claim  it; 
especially  if  the  lady  of  fortune  be  careful  to  iii- 
sist  upon  retaining  her  proper  place  as  an  unmar- 
ried woman. 

But  this  is  nothing  to  what  I  have  further  to 
state  in  defence  or  support  of  my  proposition. 
IZanA,  high  rank,  granted  to  such  persons,  (where 
there  are  no  glaring  objections,)  might  place 
them  above  all  the  offers  of  needy  and  adventurous 
Nobility^  It  might  at  the  same  time  render 
them  more  fit  objects,  of  the  suit  and  addresses, 
of  the  highest  and  best  endowed  Nobility,  and 
at  all  events  could  only  give  them  that  degree 
of  independence,  which  their  property  ahme  ought 
to  secure  to  them,  and  that  station  in  society, 
•which  in  the  other  sex,  the  property  itself  would 
in  a  great  measure  ensure  to  them  ;  with  greater 
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privileges  still  to  the  latter^  since  no  la4y>  after 
ally  and  according  to  the  present  constitution 
of  things,  could  exercise  the  elective  franchise, 
much  less  become  a  representative.    On  these 
accounts,  as  well  as  on  many  others,  I  really 
think,  a  female  possessed  of  large  landed  pro- 
perty,  ought  to  be  in   some  degree  ennobled, 
especially,  when  experience  teaches  us,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  there 
are  not  to  be  found,  in  the  whole  compass  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions,  persons  more  entirely 
respectable,  exemplary,  charitable,  liberal  and 
good,  than  single  ladies  of  large  property,  whether 
widows,  or  what  are  commonly  called  old  maids — 
and  those  even  who  have  no  great  property,  are 
generally  I  think  much  the  same,  according  to 
their  means.     It  may  be,  that  the  property  of 
single  ladies  may  have  descended  to  them  from 
Peers  of  the  realm,  or  that  such  may  be  in  the 
line  of  succession.    I  know  instances  of  both. 
But  at  all  events  the  rank  granted  would  be  only 
personal.     It  is  in  his  Majesty's  power  for  in- 
stance, to  grant  the  rank  of  an  EarFs  daughter 
to  whom  he  pleases;   and  I  have  known  that 
rank  given  upon  grounds  far  less  reasonable,  if 
not,  in  one  instance  at  least  that  shall  be  name- 
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less^  upon  very  exceptionable  grounds.  I  do  not 
however  by  any  means  presume  to  interfere  with 
the  prerogative,  far  from  it.  But  I  hope  I  shall 
rather  be  thought  to  pay  it  great  respecif,  in 
venturing  to  point  out  some  occasions,  on  which 
it  might  not  only  be  most  innocently  exercised, 
bnt  rather  to  the  behoof  and  advantage  of  so- 
ciety in  general,  as  well  as  of  particular  indivi- 
duals. 

At  some  period  or  other,  unmarried  ladies 
generally  take  to  themselves  a  title,  viz.  the  title 
of  Mrs.  and  why  not?  is  it  not  to  be  understood' 
as  pleunly  declaring  that  they  are  wedded — vide- 
licet, to  a  ringk  life ;  and  what  old  bachelor  could 
deny  them  the  choice?  The  former  can  only 
have  had  to  refuse  the  offers  of  men ;  the  latter 
may  have  had  to  sustain  the  refusal  of  the  ladies. 
What  a  difference ! 

Spinsffx  is  a  name  for  unmarried  ladies,  which 
might  <io  them  some  credit.  It  betokened  ori- 
ginally an  indispensable  qualification  for  mar- 
riage, which  could  be  pleaded  only  by  the  wi- 
dustrious  dind  frugal.  It  was  a  maxim  in  short 
amongst  our  ancestors,  that  a  young  woman 
should  never  be  married  until  she  had  spun  her- 
self a  set  of  body,  bed,  aiid  taUe  linen.    The  very 
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aims  of  a  Spinster  have  been  thought  to  betoken 
this;  the  lozenge  of  unmarried  ladies,  having 
been  supposed  to  take  its  origin  from  the  spindk 
of  yam  used  in  spinning ;  though  Guillim,  after 
Plutarch,  is  rather  disposed  to  find  in  it  a  re- 
semblance to  the  shields  of  the  Amazons. 

So  much  for  the  title  of  Spinster.  Bachelor, 
which  is  opposed  to  it,  is  of  much  more  doubtful 
origin ;  but  what  shall  we  say  of  the  term  Cefe- 
iflrfe,  (or  Celibate,)  which  according  to  our  Dic- 
tionaries is  held  to  signify  "  Bachelorship"  I 
scarcely  dare  state  that  it  is  thought  to  express, 
**  Ccdi  Beatitudo" — the  blessedness  of  Heaven  ! 
I  hope  the  ladies  will  excuse  me,  but  indeed 
they  are  mere  words,  and  at  all  events  the  title  of 
Benedict  assigned  to  a  married  man,  seems  to 
bring  things  even. 

There  is,  in  Dr.  Jamieson's  Etymological  Dic- 
tionary, a  very  odd  account  given  of  Uie  term 
"  Husband."  It  seems  that  after  many  curious 
researches  into  its  original  Anglo-Saxon  mean- 
ing, the  Dr.  was  able  satisfactorily  to  declare, 
that  it  did  not  necessarily  include  any  idea  of 
bondage  ! 

Our  modern  unmarried  ladies,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  for  the  credit  of  the  national  gallantry,  are 
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by  no  means  so  shackled  by  the  restraints  of 
Heraldry,  as  appears  to  have  been  the  case  in 
former  days.  Not  to  go  so  far  back  as  to  the 
time  of  Plutarch,  who  in  his  treatise  on  Nobility 
{vVB^  evye^EMs)  has  a  good  deal  very  much  to  the 
purpose,  under  the  feudal  system,  yeomen,  mer- 
chants,  burgesses,  &c.  were  not  only  accounted  in 
their  own  persons,  '*  unnoble,  ungentle,  and  in- 
capable of  bearing  arms,"  but  if  any  gentleman 
holding  by  the  noble  service  of  Knighthood,  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  any  of  the  above,  "  though 
she  was  formed"  (says  Feme)  "  of  a  most  excel- 
lent proportion  of  body,  her  years  tender,  her 
portion  rich,  yet  for  all  this  it  would  be  a  dis- 
paragement." But  the  reason  he  gives  is  quite 
abominable.  **  For,"  says  he,  "  it  is  the  un- 
equal coupling  the  clean  ox  with  the  unchaste 
ass !" 

How  much  better  are  things  managed  now : 
the  merchant's  or  burgess's  daughter  may  marry 
as  high  as  she  pleases,  nay,  with  only  one  third 
part  of  the  endowments  Feme  mentions ;  for  if 
*'  her  portion"  be  but  '*  rich,"  her  body  may  be, 
I  will  venture  to  suggest,  of  any  proportion,  and 
her  years  any  thing  but  tender*  According  to 
the  liberality*of  modem  heraldry,  she  may  wed. 
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if.  she  choose,  a  Knight,  Baronet,  Baron,  Vis- 
oount.  Earl,  Marquess,  or  Duke;  ai^  of  their 
wns,  sons'  wns,  nephews  or  remote  rehUives,  not 
only^  without  let  or  impediment,  but  with  no 
small  coaxing  and  encouragement,  on  the  part 
of  our  condescending  Nobles.    True  it  is  indeed 
that  such  may  still  constitute  only  black-pudding 
matches,  according  to  the  witty  saying  of  Jack 
Roberta,  recorded  by  Lord  Bacon  in  his  learned 
Apothegms :  "  There  was  a  marriage  made,*'  says 
he,  ".  between  a  widow  of  great  wealth,  and.  a 
gentleman  of  great  house,  that  had  no  estate  or 
means.    Jack  Roberts  said,   that  marriage  was 
like  a  black  pudding ;  the  one  brought  bloqd,  and 
the  other  suet  and  oatmeal ;"  but  to  proceed. 
The: same  maybe  said  of  the  daughter,  of  any 
pch  yeoman,  but  especially  a  yeoman  of  Kent, 
(bating  these  bad  times)  according  to  the  old 
saying,  which  has  some  touch  of  heraldry  in  it ; 

«  A  KmgU  of  Gales,  a  GentUnum  of  Wales, 
And  a  Ltnrd  of  the  North  Coantrie ; 
7lie  Yeoman  of  Kent,  with  his  yearijr  rent, 
Will  weigh  them  ont  aU  three." 

.  As  to  merchants,  citizens,  and  burgesses,  they 
may  be  generally  said  now,  to  have  two  ranks. 
Sastem  and  western  for  instance,  according  to 

VOL.  II.  p 
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the  bearings  of  the  Metropolis,  the  eos^  and  west 
Bnds  of  that  enonnous  city  being  admirably  caU 
eulated  to  exemplify  the  difference.  Tbose^  who 
in  the  east,  till  about  five  or  six  o'clock  P.M« 
appear  there  as  mere  tradesmen^  merchants,  citi* 
zens.  Sic.  become  after  those  hours,  at  the  west 
end.  Esquires,  Knights,  Baronets,  and  I  know 
not  what;  their  wives,  eldest  sons,  daughters,  &c. 
having  continued  due  west  the  whole  time,  with- 
out taking  a  glimpse  at  the  east,  or  contracting 
any  eastern  manners,  though  not  altogether  per* 
haps  without  some  oriental  distinctions,  in  the 
way  of  dress  or  furniture.  Now  in  this  busy, 
happy,  industrious,  plodding  nation,  I  hold  all 
this  to  be  extremely  fair  and  proper,  and  hope 
therefore  that  no  heraldry  will  interrupt  it; 
though  what  I  say  of  the  Metropolis,  may  not 
apply  universally. 

It  is  well  when  disparity  of  rank  and  disparity 
of  fortune  can  be  brought  to  some  compromise 
in  the  adjustment  of  marriages ;  for  where  either 
of  them  becomes  an  invincible  obstacle  to  the 
union  of  tender  souls,  it  is  generally  a  most 
dreadful  tyrant,  and  stands  upon  no  ceremonies. 
The  following  is  said  to  be  a  literal  translation 
of  a  letter  from  Rome,  which  appeared  as  an 
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article  of  intelligence  in  the  Mereurio  d^  E^fik 
for  the  month  of  December,  1786.  "In  thk 
<»|)ital  (Rome)  we  have  just  now  witneiBsed  i^ 
event,  which  has  drawn  tears  from  every  body 
here.  It  is  five  yeai^  since  a  young  gentlemati 
of  Uie  family  Anutdei,  married  an  amiable  and 
virtuous  young  woman  he  loved,  but  whose  bitift 
itas  not  equal  to  His.  At  the  end  of  one  year 
Atj  liad  a  daughter  as  the  fruit  of  their  love  \ 
but  this  teiider  union  was  in  a  short  time  cruelly 
disturbed  by  the  parents  and  relations  of  th^ 
gentleman,  who  exclaimed  against  his  marriage 
as  clandestine,  and  obtained  against  the  un- 
happy young  man  an  order  of  the  Pope,  by  vir- 
tue of  which  they  tore  him  from  the  arms  of  his 
spouse,  and  conducted  him  as  a  prisoner  to  the 
castle  of*  St.  Angelo.  A  process  was  immedi- 
ately instituted  for  annulling  the  marriage.  Hie 
gentleman  tried  every  means  possible  to  prove 
that  his  marriage  was  valid,  and  to  make  it  be 
ratified ;  his  wife  also  went  with  her  daughter 
in  her  arms,  and  threw  herself  at  the  feet  of  the 
Judges ;  but  in  vain.  A  sentence  was  at  last 
pronbunced,  annulling  the  marriage,  obliging  the 
mother;  that  inconsolable  wife,  to  write  to  her 
husband  with  her  own  hand,  the  fatal  news  of 
p2 
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their  separation.  Oppressed  with  the  most  cruel 
despair,  she  thus  wrote  to  him :  *  I  find  myself 
under  the  cruel  necessity  of  renouncing  those 
sweet  and  sacred  bands,  which  till  now  have 
held  our  hearts  firmly  united ;  but  I  resign  my- 
self with  less  repugnance,  from  the  consideration 
that  it  will  be. the  means  of  terminating  that 
long  and  severe  captivity  which  you  have  suf- 
fered for  my  sake.  Live  free,  dear  husband, 
(this,  alas !  is  the  last  time  that  my  lips  Mrill 
pronounce  so  sweet  a  name :)  O  live !  take  com- 
fort :  and  if  it  be  possible  liire  happy,  far  from 
me.  Since  you  love  the.  mother^  remember,  the 
daughter  which  she  has  given  to  you,  and  take 
care  of  her  when  you  know  that  I  no  longer 
exist:  for  the  grief  which  this  separation  causes 
me  is  so  bitter,  so  penetrating,  and  absorbs  in 
such  a  manner  the  faculties  of  my  soul,  thut  I 
want  strength  to  resist  it.  Very  soon  I  shall 
cease  to  live;  may  my  death  satiate  the  inhuma- 
nity of  our  cruel  persecutors  !  God  bless  you. 
Farewell !  Farewell ! — for  ever  !* — Four  days  af- 
terwards this  unhappy  and  tender  wife  died  in 
horrible  convulsions  ;  and  her  death  set  her 
husband  at  liberty,  whose  despair  has  not  yet 
been  calmed." 
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There  are  some  fine  touches  of  nature  on  dis- 
parity of  rank,  as  an  impediment  to  marriage,  iu 
Shakespeare*s  "  All's  well  that  ends  well;*'  but 
disparity  oi  fortune  is  often  as  mischievous  in 
this  way  as  disparity  of  rank.  The  following  ift 
said  to  be  quite  as  true  a  story  as  the  one  I 
have  just  introduced,  and  a  far  less  dismal  one. 
"  Captain  Pownal,  who  distinguished  himself  in 
the  American  war,  and  Captain  Sawyer,  had 
agreed  to  share  with  each  other  the  amount  of 
whatever  pri:fe-money .  either  might  separately 
gain  by  captures.    Putting  in  at  Lisbon,  they 

paid  /their  addresses  to  the  Miss  M s,  and  as 

far  as  inclination  w^nt,  were- favorably  received 
by  the  ladies :  but  their  father,  a  merchant  of 
immense  property,  although  sensible  of  their 
personal  merit,  objected  to  their  want  of  for- 
tune, and  desired  that  they  would  relinquish  all 
thoughts  of  continuing  their  courtship,  until 
they  should  become  more  affluent.  Soon  after 
the  lucrative  division  of  the  prize-money,  gained 
by  the  capture  of  the  Hermione^haA  made  a  more 
fieivorable  change  in  their  circumstances,  the 
earthquake  happened  at  Lisbon,  and  Mr.  M.  lost 
all  his  property.  The  generous  commanders  im- 
mediately repaired  to  Lisbon;  where,  yielding 
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to  the  full  and  noble  ^tification  of  love  and . 
ficiendship^  they  settled  an  annuity  on  the  father, 
imd  desired  the  daughters  to  accept  their  Jiands 
in  marriaget    The  request  was  oomplied  mth, 
•hd  mutual  felicity  became  the  consequence/' 

Now  these  two  young  ladies,  amiable  and  i^ 

traotrye  as  they  must  hare  been,  evidently  in^ 

curred  two  great  chances  of  dying  old  maids ; 

first,  through  their  father's  great  fortune,  which 

PBade  them  too  rich  for  ordinary  admirers ;  and 

#0coiidly,  from  the  earthquake  atlisbon,  which 

jmide  them  too  poor  for  any  but  such  extras 

,ordinary  admirers,  as  the  generous  and  disixi- 

iterested  Cdptains,  whose  names  have  been  so 

JiandsOfnely  recorded.     And  how  can  we  tdS 

^whether  half  the  unmanied  ladies  we  know,  naaj 

not  have  been  the  vic^m3  of  such  impedimeaits 

:^o  marriagle,  nqtyriUistaQding  attractions  of  the 

very  first  rpite  in  the.days  <rf  their  youth  ?    Th&re 

is  something,  sa  impertinent  in  concluding  it  to 

,be.  Qthermse,  without  any  just  knoidedge   iaf 

€;ircumst(^Qce&^  that  though  die  title  may  be  too 

^tabjished  a  one  to  be  done  away,  I  hope  I  naajr 

Jhaye  done  something  to  procure  more  respect  to 

J^  paid  to  it,  in  time  to  come. 

There  is  one  way  of  becoming  an  old  maid,  of 
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which  it  may  he  well  to  apprize  young  maids^ 
because  they  are  very  often  rather  the  acoes- 
saries  than  the  principals  in  Uie  S(.ttack9  medi- 
tated or  attempted ;  I  mean,  the  plan  of  going 
a-fishing  for  husband^  ;  in  which,  though  there 
may  be  a  great  deal  of  nibbling,  not  one  perhaps 
of  all  that  meddle  with  the  bait,  may  b^  found 
to  gorge  the  hook.  Now  to  take  so  much  trou- 
ble, and  have  such  bad  sport,  must  in  the  nature 
of  things  be  so  vexatious  said  moittifying,  to 
those  who  miss  their  prey  upon  these  occasions, 
that  I  trust  I  shall  be  forgiven  for  holding  out  a 
beacon  for  these  fishers  of  men,  that  m^y  save 
some  at  least  from  disappointment.  I  shall  not 
stop  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  lines  them- 
selves, the  purport  of  them  is  intelligible  enough. 
The  motto  of  the  poiem,  which  in  fact  appeared 
not  long  ago,  in  the  public  papers,  whence  it  is 
extracted,  being, 

p6ub  prbndrb  CONOii. 

"  In  run  for  tbree  9eM0M  eaeb  tife%  ImM  ^99  tt^At 
I  still  am  iinv|«4a  «ii4  Wiwfd  mst  ^4^  i 
U  wm  }wf^  mj  i«otl^,^  I,  ei^irjr  i4^^> 
Tried  to  gadgecK  th?  iv^^ip^biitt  Uie  fMn  ^Ul  not  lMt9  > 
Sad>  s«d  U  «9  fato,  «t^jf  s^emf  liat  i«i«ovrr4«d, 
I  w«8  tw«iitj  Mift  ifliwmmfi^,  a»d  BtiU  iM^  imm«iari«d4 . 
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In  Tiia  to  oar  dianert  wore  doaoot  BMrHod,  ~  • 
And  loorofl  with  our  partiot  at  night  wore  delighted ; 
Ah !  WM  it  for  this  that  I  song  till  mj  tliroat 
Grew  so  hoarao  aot  an  ear  eonld  diittaguiflh  a  note, 
(Though  of  oootm  orery  hearer  pronooao'd  it  difine, 
That  the  words  were  so  charming,  the  mnsie  so  fine !) 
Oh !  was  it  for  this  that  I  dane'd  eaoh  qoadrille* 
With  a  fairj-like  grace,  and  a  Pferis-tanght  skill? 
That  I  lost  all  mj  roses  bj  keeping  late  hoars, 
Till  now  I  mast  coll  some  from  Ackerman's  bowers? 
.Oh !  horrid !  three  months  dear  Sir  Thomas  I  thoaght 
In  mj  snares,  a  rich  treasare  at  last  had  been  caaght , 
Etotj  morning  his  Tflbary  whisk'd  me  along. 
In  the  OToning  he  soogfat  me  all  others  among ;  , 
Mj  partner  when  dancing,  companion  when  still. 
The  page  at  m j  beck,  and  the  slave  of  mj  will. 
To  carry  my  fan,  oh !  how  happy  was  he ! 
How  delighted  he  seem'd  when  he  sweeten'd  my  tea !    - 
When  I  song,  with  what  ardour  enraptar'd  he  Usten'd, 
Whoa  I  smil'd,  what  delight  in  his  eyes  ever  glisten'd ! 
Oh !  Sir  Thomas,  Sir  Thomas,  may  grief  be  my  lot 
For  the  whole  of  noxt  winter,  if  thoa  art  forgot  I 
Mamma  too,  dear  creatare,  how  kindly  sl^e  plann'd 
Fresh  schemes  to  entice,  to  propose  for  my  hand ! 
To-day  'twas  a  dinner — her  dishes  were  eat  ap  -, 
To-morrow  a  roat — the  best  she  coold  get  ap ; 
The  dinner  was  eat,  and  the  roat  it  was  orer. 
Bat  alas !  not  an  offer  was  made  by  my  lorer ! 
Erery  ball  in  the  eoontry  was  grac'd  by  oar  faeos,    ' 
Corporation,  Election,  Assises,  and  Races ; 
What  money  we  spent  at  the  play-hoasoy.  where  often  - 
I  faocied  fair  Juliet  my  lover  might  soften ! 
And  that  fiction  might  help  to  promote  d<Mslaration—    ' 
Bot  alas !  all  on  earth  is  bat  grief  and  vexation ; 
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After  all  our  esdeardiin,  and  plots,  and  advaaoes. 
Roots,  dnmersy  wises,  dishes,  songs,  masie,  and  dances, 
One  morn,  on  returning  from  calls  unexpected 
His  card,  on  the  table  I  foond,  but  connected 
Three  grief-speaking  letters^-tw<^  P's  and  a  C, 
Rear'd  their  foms,  as  in  mockery  of  love  and  of  me." 
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MASTERS,  MISTRESSES, 


SERVANTS. 

These  are  titles  of  distinction  betokening  cer- 
tain ranks  in  society,  and  not  therefore  beyond 
the  scope  of  my  undertaking;  though  I  shall  not 
find  perhaps  very  much  to  say  about  them. 

Demoralization  is  a  long  hard  word  which  has 
lately  been  a  good  deal  obtruded  upon  us,  as 
expressive  of  the  change  that  has  taken  place 
lately,  not  only  in  the  actual  morals  or  manners 
of  the  lower  orders  of  people,  but  in  their  feel- 
ings. The  poor  are  become,  through  the  unfor- 
tunate operation  of  laws,  made  expressly  for 
their  behoof,  a  dissatisfied,  restless,  complaining 
class  of  persons,  careless  of  doing  any  thing  for 
themselves,  and  never  quite  satisfied  with  what 
others  do  for  them.  Servants  have  become 
careless  of  their  master's  interests,  neglectful  of 
their  own,  prone  to  change,  unsteady,  and  eager 
to  resent  every  trifling  order  that  does  not  seem. 
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exactly  to  accord  with  the  sttict  letter  of  their 
original  compact.  I  do  not  say^  there  are  no 
pxceptipnjs :  far  from  it ;  but  such  is  the  generdt 
aspect  of  things*  Is  there  any  anomaly  to  be 
traced  here>  any  thing  irregular  and  incdnsistent 
with  what  we  might  be  led  to  expect,  in  these 
times,  from  persons  in  such  situations  ?  If  the 
upper  a»d  the  lower  orders  of  society  do  not  go 
pn  together  so  well  as  they  used  to  do,  is  it 
owing  to  any  political  change  of  (»)ndition  or 
circumstances,  palpably  detrimental  to  both  or 
eith^  of  the  parties  ?  Far  froifftt.  Here  is  the 
$inomaly.  Every  thing  has  been  done  to  fiivbr 
the  improvement  of  both  classes,  and  yet  bad 
mani^ement  has  not  only  rendered  such  changes 
jftbprtive  as  to  their  proper  and  ex^iected  fruits, 
b^t  turned  them  almost  into  curses. 

yfe  must  all  know  that  there  were  times  when 
the  lower  classes,  even  of  these  nations,  were  in 
such  a  state  of  subjection  to  the  will  ot  their 
superiors,  as  to  be  no  more  independent  of  the 
hitter,  than  the  cattle  in  their  stalls,  the  sheep 
in  iheir  folds,  or  the  dogs  that  hunted  down 
their  prey.  True  it  is,  subjected  as  they  were, 
they  were  still  superior  to  the  cattle,  sheep,  and 
dogs,  inasmuch  as  they  were  endowed  more  or 
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less  with  reason,  the  distingaishing  faculty  cit 
man.  What  then  did  reason  do  for  them^ — ^that 
it  did  not  set  them  free,  is  a  clear  case ;  did  it 
then^  let  me  ask^  render  them  restless,  discon^ 
tented,  treacherous,  saucy,  unfaithful,  dishonest, 
disobedient  1  or  did  it  render  them  as  patiently 
submissive  as  the  cattle  in  the  stalls  ?  as  meek 
and  inoffensive  as  the  sheep  in  the  folds?  as 
faithful^  active^  alerts  and  indefatigable  in  the 
service  of  their  Lords^  as  the  dogs,  their  asso- 
ciates,  or  at  all  events,  their  fellow  servants  7 
I  cannot  help  believing  from  the  little  I  know 
of  history,  that  the  latter  was  the  case.  And 
if  iso,  what  a  strange  anomaly  is  it,  to  find 
that  all  that  has  passed  since,  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  lower  dasses,  to  raise  and 
elevate  them  in  the  order  of  society,  to  secure 
them  from  oppression,  and  render  them  free, 
should  have  only  tended  to  make  them  moi^ 
restless  and  discontented,  than  they  formerly 
were,  when  they  wore  the  trammels  of  slavery — 
and  yet  God  forbid  we  should  put  such. tram- 
mels upon  them  again.  I  only  want  to  examine 
a  little  into  the  anomaly  I  have  pointed  out,  that 
we. may  be  able  to  judge  how  the  present  state 
of  things  can  have  arisen  out  of  the  very  im- 
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provements  that  have  taken  place  ;  for  when  we 
know  the  cause  of  any  malady  or  grievance,  we 
must  be  rather  more  in  the  way  of  finding  a 
remedy.  First  however  I  am  sensible  that  I 
ought  to  shew,  why  I  conceive,  that  the  course 
of  things  was  better  both  in  regard  to  superiors 
and  dependents,  in  former  days  than  at  present, 
that  they  were  more  attached  to  each  other ;  and 
consequently,  more  united  by  principle  and  feel- 
ing, than  can  be  said  to  be  the  case  now;  and 
that  it  is  the  want  of  this  uniting  principle  and 
feeling  ^i  this. time  that  makes  all  the  difference, 
and  renders  a  connection,  equally  necessary  to 
both  parties,  more  frequently  a  source  of  uneasi- 
ness and  disquietude,  than,  as  it  might  be,  a  last- 
ing bond  of  comfort  and  satisfaction. 

In  casting  back  our  views  then,  to  those  times, 
when  the  domestics  and  dependents  of  our.  great 
feudal  lords, 'Were,  as  to  proprietorship,  mere 
goods  and  chattels,  to  be  employed  or  disposed 
of  just  as  their  lords  chose,  I.  find  cases  that 
plainly  prove,  in  my  estimation,  not  only  that 
such  lords  and  masters  were  well  and  faithfully 
served,  but  that  the  latter  were  capable  of  requit- 
ing such  services,  in  a  way  that  bespoke  not  only 
a  considerable  degree  of  benevolence,  but  of  per- 
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flonal  attachment*  Nobody,  for  instance,  would 
IJiink  of  bequeatkmg  to  any  friend  or  faTOuritd, 
such  a  horrible  nuisance  and  incumbrance,  as  a 
bad  servant;  a  saucy,  impertinent,  disobedient, 
dishonest,  or  uniaithful  labourer  or  domestic? 
What  then  are  we  to  think  of  the  following  clause 
in  the  will  of  the  Lady  Wyrifleda  or  Wynflad,  to 
be  found  in  the  Preface  to  Hickes's  Anglo-Saxom 
Grammar.  **  Of  those  theowan  men  at  Cinnuo, 
I  bequeath  to  Eadbold,  Ceolstan  the  son  of 
Elstan,  and  the  son  of  Effa,  and  Burwhyn  Moerr 
tin;  and  I  bequeath  to  Eadgyfu,  iElfslige  the 
Cook,  and  Tefl  the  daughter  of  Wereburga,  and 
Herestan  and  his  wife^  and  Ecelm  and  his  wife 
and  their  child,  and  Cynestan,  and  Wynsige,  and 
the  son  of  Bryhtric,  and  Edwyn,  and  the  son  of 
Bunel,  and  the  daughter  of  ^Ifwer." 

If  it  be  said,  that  being  attached  to  the  land^ 
the  men  and  women  belonging  to  it  would  ne^ 
cessarily  be  bequeathed  away  as  fiArts  of  it,  whe^ 
ther  good  or  bad,  I  must  insist  upon  the  particu-^ 
larity  of  the  above  clauses.  I  know  they  were 
often  disposed  of  in  a  lump,  as  in  the  case  even 
of  an  Archbishop.  *'  I  give,''  says  he,  '*  such 
land  to  an  abbey  with  ten  oxen  and  two  men  ;" 
and  many  other  instances    are  upon   jpecord. 
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wherein  ihey  i^e  given  generally,  as  in  tlie  'wili 
of  iBlphdm,  where  he  bequeaths  his  chief  man^ 
sion  at  Gyrstingthorpe,  with  all  the  property 
therein,  both  provisions  and  men.  And  in  the 
will  of  Wulfgar,  "  I  give  to  JElfere  the  abbot 
the  lands  of  Feroesford,  with  the  provisions  and 
with  the  men,  and  with  all  the  produce  as  it  is 
cultivated.''  Indeed,  men  with  all  their  offspring 
and  family^  were  thus  given  away  with  lands  in 
perpetual  inheritance.  But  specific  bequests  of 
particular  individuals,  bespeak  a  different  feeling, 
and  as  I  said  before,  must  be  held  to  denote 
particular  merit  in  the  persons  so  noticed  and 
selected. 

It  seems  however  to  be  placed  out  of  all  doubt 
by  another  circumstance,  conspicuous  in  the 
clauses  of  the  same  will  of  Wynfleda,  where 
she  grants  freedom  to  divers  of  her  dependents 
by  name,  which  could  only  have  been  done  in 
token  of  her  attachment  to  them,  for  their  faith- 
ful services.  "  Let  Wulfware  be  freed,  and  fol- 
low whomsoever  he  likes  best ;  and  let  Wulflaede 
be  freed,  on  the  condition  that  she  follow  iEthel- 
fleda  and  Eadgifa,  (Wynfleda's  daughters) ;  and 
let  Gerburg  be  freed,  and  Miscim,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Burhulf  at  Cinnuc ;  and  MlMge,  and  his 
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wife,  and.  his  .eldest  dau^ter,  and  Ceolstane's 
wife .;  and  at  Ceorlatune  let  Pifus  he  freed,  and 
.  Edwin,  and  — r-'s  wife ;  and  at  Saccuncumbe 
let  iBdelm  be  freed,  and  Man,  and  Johamian 
and  Spror  and  his  wife,  and  Enefette,  and  Oer- 
sand,  and  Snel ;  and  at.  Colleshylle  let  .Stthel- 
gythe  be  freed,  and  Bicca's.wife,  and  iEfia,  and 
Beda,  and  Oushan's  wife,  and  let  Bryhsig^s  wife, 
the  sister  of  Wulfar,  be  freed ;  and  — —  the 
workman,  and  Wolfgy the  .the  daughter  of  .£lfe- 
wythe." 

Now,  though  indeed  it  might  seem  v^ery 
strange  to  read  in  the  will  of  any,  great  Lady  of 
modem  days,  such  a  clause  as  the  following; 
"  Let  Brown  my  butler,  be  free  to  ga  and  live 
with  stny  master  he  likes  ;  and  let  my  own  maid 
be  free,  and  the  cook,  (provided  the  latter  [ntss 
for  a  time  into  the  service  of  Eleanor  and  Matilda, 
my  daughters)  and  let  Betty  the  housemaid  be 
free,  and  Dolly  her  sister;  Bob  Short  the  under 
gardener,  Jemima  the  laundry  maid,  and  .Keren-« 
happuc  the  kitchen  maid* .  And  let  Jerry  the 
groom  be  free,  and  Nanny  the  dairy  maid  at  -my 
seat  in  Dorsetshire,  and  Robert  anid  Charles  the 
footmen,  and  Giles  Jolterhead  my  bailiff, — ^let 
them  all  be  free ;"  we  could  not  doubt  in  such 
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a  case,  but  that  the  irUetUion  of  the  testatrix  must 
have  been  to  reward  the  persons  mentioned  for 
Hmr  fidelity,  good  conduct,  or  some  extraordinary 
taknt  or  qualification,  more  particularly  in  the 
article  concerning  the  cook,  for  who  would  think 
of  barUiening  her  own  daughters  with  a  bad  ser- 
vant in  that  or  any  other  capacity  ?  Here  then 
we  see  no  less  than  44  dependents  selected  for 
their  obedience,  honesty,  fidelity,  or  other  com- 
mendable qualities,  28  set  free,  and  16  bequeathed 
as  specific  legacies  to  choice /riends ;  and  who 
is  there  amolig  us  all,  being  in  affluence,  who 
would  not  rejoice  to  have  even  half  the  number 
of  such  good  and  tried  servants,  left  to  them  in 
this  way?  who  would  not  be  ready  to  regard 
th^m  as  articles  of  no  small  rarity  ?  It  may  be 
thought  that  a  fear  for  their  souls,  disposed  the 
«rich  in  those  days  to  manumit  their  slaves  at 
their  death,  for  they  certainly  had  been  taught 
to  believe,  that  "  whoever  liberated  a  slave  in 
the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  might  be  sure  of 
God's  mercy ;"  but  the  benevolence  of  these  an- 
cient masters  and  mistresses  did  not  stop  here, 
as  the  following  passage,  from  Mr.  Turner's  His- 
tory of  the  Anglo-Saxons,  may  serve  to  shew. 
"  The  liberal  feelings  of  pur  ancestors  towards 
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their  enslaved  domestics,  are  not  only  evidenced 
in  the  frequent  manumissions,  but  also  in  the 
generous  gifts  which  they  appear  to  have  made 
them.  The  grants  oi  land  from  masters  to  their 
servants  are  very  common." 

How  comes  it  then  that  such  instances  are  to 
be  found  under  a  system  of  slavery,  rather  than 
under  a  system  of  perfect  liberty  and  freedom  ? 
for  now  undoubtedly  every  thing  is  free,  as  to 
tile  connection  between  masters  and  servants; 
with  one  difference  only  mfofvor  of  the  dependent, 
namely,  that  while  any  servants  may  quit  ar^ 
master  or  mistress  they  do  not  like,  masters  and 
mistresses  have  no  power  to  retain  any  servants 
they  do  like.  Bad  servants  may  indeed  at  any 
time  be  turned  away,  but  good  servants  often- 
times must  be  coaxed  to  stay.  It  would  certainly 
I  think  be  better  if  they  were  not  so  easily  separ- 
able. Here  lies  the  mischief — a  mischief  yrce- 
dom  has  introduced,  and  God  forbid  it  should 
be  removed  by  any  return  to  slavery !  Any  return 
to  those  times  described  by  Bracton,  when  such 
dependents  were  bound  to  "  do  whatsoever  was 
commanded  them,  nor  at  night  were  to  be  ap- 
prised of  the  duties  of  the  morning,  but  to  live 
in  perpetual  uncertainty/*     Surely  we  owe  to 
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freedom  herself,  who  has  rescuQcl  us  from  such 
degradations,  that  gratitude  and  respect  which 
should  induce  us  to  save  her,  if  we  can,  from  the 
stigma  of  being,  though  unwittingly,  the  au- 
thoress of  such  confusion  **  I  am  almost  coa- 
iident  that  the  anomalj/  in  question,  may  be  thus 
solved  and  accounted  for.  Under  a  system  of 
absolute  proprietorship  and  involuntary  subjec- 
tion, it  became  the  interest  of  both  parties  to 
study  the  humours,  tempers,  weaknesses,  foibles, 
and  virtues  of  each  other.  The  Lord,  anxious  for 
his  own  comfort,  to  obtain  from  his  slave,  a 
voluntary  and  cheerful,  rather  than  a  forced  and 
sullen  obedience,  stood  ready  to  reward  all  those 

*  In  no  countrj  does  freedom  appear  to  hare  prodaced  more  can- 
fusum  in  these  respects,  than  in  America,  of  which  the  following  pas- 
sage, from  JansmCs  Stranger  in  America,  may  senre  for  a  proof:— 
*<  The  anogance  of  domestics  in  this  land  of  repablican  liberty  and 
equality,  is  particolarly  calculated  to  excite  the  astonishment  of 
strangers.  To  call  persons  of  this  description  Servants,  or  to  speak 
of  their  Master  or  Mistress ,  is  a  grieroas  affront.  Having  called  one 
day  at  the  house  of  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  on  knocking  at 
the  door,  it  was  opened  by  a  servant-maid,  whom  I  had  never  before 
fleen,  as  she  had  not  been  long  in  the  family.  The  following  is  the 
dialogue,  word  for  word,  which  took  place  on  this  occasion : — '  Is 
your  Mtuter  at  home?'—*  I  have  »io  Master?'—*  Don't  you  live 
l^re  Y — *  I  stay  here.'-*  And  who  are  you  then  ?'—*  Why  I  am  Mr. 
W.'s  Hie^.  I'd  have  you  to  know,  man,  that  I  am  no  Sarvant;  none 
bat  Negers  are  Sarvdnts.'" 

q2 
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intrinsic  virtues,  which  shine  forth  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  truly  faithful  and  trusty  dependent; 
while  the  latter,  knowing  he  could  not  get  free 
but  by  a  faithful  attention  to  the  interests  of  his 
master,  and  out  of  gratitude  for  kind  treatment, 
where  he  might  have  found  the  contrary,  pa- 
tiently submissive  to  his  will,  and  occasionally 
even  to  his  caprices, had  the  wisdom  so  to  accom- 
modate himself  to  the  ways  of  his  Lord,  as  to  ren- 
der himself  necessary  to  his  happiness^  and  even 
an  object  of  attachment,  that  is,  to  be  regarded, 
not  merely  as  one  of  the  household,  but  as  one 
of  the  family ;  always  contemplating  bis  Lord'« 
mansion  as  his  home,  and  constantly  impressed 
with  the  idea,  that  their  interests  were  identical ; 
that  all  that  were  his  master's  were  his,  in  a  cer- 
tain sense;  so  as  to  stand  prepared  to  rejoice 
with  him  and  with  his  children's  children,  upon 
all  occasions  of  family  rejoicing,  and  weep  with 
them  upon  all  occasions  of  family  weeping ;  like 
good^ld  Adam  in  "  As  you  like  it." 

Long  after  the  feudal  times  these  sort  of  feel- 
ings seem  to  have  prevailed,  and  perhaps  the 
passing  generation  are  the  first,  in  this  country, 
who  have  had  to  lament  the  confusion  and  incon- 
veniences arising  from  a  looser  connection ;  for 
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at  present  certainly  every  thing  seems  to  be  in  a 
state  of  fluctuation*  The  power  and  privikge  of 
reparation  seems  to  be  uppermost  in  the  heads  of 
all ;  masters  and  servants,  mistresses  and  maids. 
Nothing  at  all  disagreeable  is  to  be  put  up  with 
on  either  side.  The  master  had  rather  get  a  new 
servant,  than  retain  ever  so  honest,  sober,  vir^ 
tuous  and  industrious  a  one,  who  shall  chance 
to  .offend  his  eye  or  his  vanity^  by  some  awk« 
wardnesses  or  peculiarities,  which  time  might 
correct,  or  acquaintance  soften ;  and  the  servant 
constantly  stands  ready  to  run  the  chance  of  a 
new  master  and  anew  place,  sooner  than  submit 
to. so  much  as  one  or  two  scoldings  for  palpable 
neglect,  or  be  bid  to  do  any  thing  which  he  was 
Bot  in  plain  and  express  terms  hired  to  do- 
Ever  since  the  rage  came  in,  for  smart,  dashing, 
toelUformed  and  well-looking  servants,  male  or 
female,  such  frivolous  qualifications  have  been 
more  prized  and  attended  to,  than  any  of  the 
old  JaMofned  recommendations  of  integrity ,  so^ 
briety,  civility ,  and  submissive  obedience:  and  mas* 
ters  and  mistresses  can  have  no  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  demoralization  to  which  this  sad 
mistake  has  given,  births  The  evil  seems  not  to 
h^tve  been  confined  to  our  own  country ;  I  find 
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in  Mercier's  Tableau  de  Paris,  which  appeared* 
just  before  the  French  Revolution^  the  following 
curious  passage  in  his  Chapter  entitled  ''  Nos 
Grand'  Meres,'^  which  may  well  stand  for  ances- 
tors in  general.  **  Les  domestiques  faisoient  alors 
partie  de  la  famille:  on  les  tratoit  moins  poliment, 
mais  avec  plm  d'affection,  ils  le  voyoient,  et  de- 
yenoient  tensities  et  reconnoissans.  Les  maitres 
6toient  tnietix  servis,  et  pouvoient  compter  sur 
une  fidelity  bien  rare  anjourd'hui.  On  les  em- 
pSchoit  cl  la  fois  d'etre  infortunis  et  vicieux:  et 
pour  Vobmsance,  on  leur  accordoit  en  echange, 
bienveillance  et  protection.  AujourdTiui,  les  do- 
mestiques passent  de  maisons  en  maisons,  indif- 
f(6rens  k  quels  maitres  ils  appartiennent,  recon- 
trant  celui  qu'ils  ont  quitt^  sans  la  moindre 
Amotion.  Ils  ne  se  rassemblent  que  pour  reveler 
les  secrets  qu'ils  ont  pu  d^couvrir:  ils  sont 
espions ;  et  comme  on  les  paie  bien,  qu'on  les 
habille  bien,  qu'on  les  nourrit  bien,  mais  qu'on  les^ 
meprise,  ils  le  sentent,  et  sont  devenus  nos  plus 
grands  eniiemis.  Autrefois  leur  yie  6toit  labo- 
rieuse^  dure,  et  frugale,  mais  on  les  comptoit 
pour  quelque  chose^  et  le  domestique  mouroit 
de  yieillesse  k  c6t6  de  son  maitre/'  In  another 
place  he  says,  "  II  est  pass6  en  proverbe,  que 
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les  laquais  les  plus  grands  et  les  plus  insolens  son^ 
les  imilleurs.  Enfin,  un  laquais  du  dernier  t<m 
porte  deux  montres  comme  son  mattre  ;  et  cette 
insigne  folie  ne  scandalise  plus  qu'un  misan- 
thrope."  Mercier  then  plainly  throws  the  blame 
upon  the  masters,  and  with  reason.  The  demo^ 
ralization  certainly  began  at  top.  "  Like  master 
like  man/*  is  an  old  and  true  proverb;  in  the 
famous  song,  which  I  have  ventured  to  introduce 
in  a  former  section,  illustrative  of  the  dijBTerence 
of  manners,  in  the  times  of  Elizabeth  and  James, 
we  find  the  old  Courtier's  old  servants,  as  dilBTerent 
from  the  young  Courtier's  young  servants,  as  the 
masters  themselves  were  different.  If,  as  Mercier 
says,  servants  discover,  that  though  we  pay  them 
toell,  and  dress  them  well,  ojxd  feed  them  u)ell,  we 
despise  them,  the  consequences  must  be,  that 
Ihey  will  not  care  with  whom  they  live,  so  that 
they  be  but  well  paid,  well  dressed,  and  well  fed. 
Such  masters  and  such  servants  stand  connected 
by  a  mere  formal  contract,  no  sentimental  tie 
whatever.  They  come  together,  under  so  strong 
a  feeling  of  their  great  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence, as  naturally  to  act  rather  upon  a  prin- 
ciple of  repulsion  than  attraction;  whereas, 
reason  ought  to  teach  them,  that  being,  as  mem- 
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bers  of  society,  necessary  to  each  other,  neither 
of  them  should  expect  to  be  comfortable,  with- 
out making  some  allowances,  and  that  long  ao 
quaintance  is  absolutely  requisite  to  mould  the 
tempers  and  manners  of  any  two  individuals^ 
into  that  conformity,  which  is  the  true  basis  of 
domestic  happiness.  I  cannot  help  feeling  con- 
fident, that  if  such  contracts  were  once  more 
brought  back  to  their  proper  footing,  and  instead 
of  looking  to  the  facility  of  separation,  erery 
master  would  contemplate  the  probability  of  a 
new  servant  becoming  as  one  of  his  family,  and 
every  servant  look  to  the  possibility  of  his  new 
place  becoming  a  home  to  him,  a  great  increase 
of  domestic  happiness  would  ensue,  and  we 
should  discover,  that  there  were  still  in  exist- 
ence many  more  good  masters,  good  mistresses, 
and  good  servants,  than  under  the  present  sys- 
tem would  appear  to  be  the  case.  For  the  race 
of  good  and  even  attached  servants,  notwith- 
standing all  our  complaints,,  is  not  absolutely 
extinct ;  but  it  may  become  so  in  time,  if  we  do 
not  take  care.  Such  servants  cannot  be  any 
longer  bequeathed  to  friends  as  legacies,  but 
instances  still  continually  occur  of  their  being 
the  objects  of  testamentary  donations^  and  this 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SERVANTS^   &C.  23!^ 

»  enough  to  shew  that  some  are  still  well  and 
faithfully  served^  and  that  such  good  senricea 
are  in  the  way  of  requital. 

To  many  of  our  fashionables  however  I  fear, 
the  yery  possibility  of  any  strong  attachment 
between  parties  so  distant  from  each  other  in  the 
scale  of  society,  may  be  questionable;  or  if  not 
questionable,  they  may  perhaps  be  incapable  of 
properly  appreciating  the  value  of  such  attach- 
ments, as  adding  to  the  comforts  of  life.  I 
would  recommend  to  such  persons  to  read  the 
letter  of  Sir  Roger  de  rCoverly's  old  Butler, 
announcing  his  master's  death,  to  be  found  in 
the  617th  Number  of  the  Spectator,  and  if  it  do 
not  excite  in  them  a  wish  and  desire  to  see  such 
fSeelings  revived  amongst  us,  I  shall  greatly  pity 
their  taste,  to  say  nothing  of  higher  principles. 
I  shall  extract  only  a  few  passages  of  it,  declar- 
ing at  the  same  time,  .that  I  verily  think  that  if 
there  were  more  Sir  Roger  de  Coverhfs  amongst 
us,  there  would  be  more  such  Butlers.  The  let- 
ter is  addressed  to  one  of  the  club. 

"  Honoured  Sir, 
^*  Knowing  that  you  was  my  old  master's  good 
friend,  I  could  not  forbear  sending  you  the  me- 
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lancholy  news  of  his  deaths  which  has  afflicted 
the  whole  country,  as  well  as  his  poor  servants, 
who  loved  him,  I  may  say,  better  than  we  did 
our  lives.  He  has  bequeathed  the  fine  white 
gelding,  that  he  used  to  ride  a  hunting  upon,  to 
bis  Chaplain,  because  he  thought  he  would  be 
kind  to  him-— he  has  moreover  bequeathed  to  the 
Chaplain  a^very  pretty  tenement  with  good  lands 
about  it.  It  being  a  very  cold  day  when  be  made 
his  will,  he  left  for  mourning  to  every  man  in 
the  parish  a  great  yn;re  coat,  and  to  every  woman 
a  black  riding-hood.  It  was  a  moving  sight  to 
see  him  take  leave  of  his  poor  servants,  commend- 
ing us  all  for  oxxx fidelity,  whilst  we  were  not  able 
to  speak  a  word  for  weeping.  As  we  most  of  us 
are  grown  grey-headed  in  our  dear  master's  ser- 
vice, he  has  left  us  pensions  and  legacies,  which 
we  may  live  very  comfortably  upon  the  remain- 
ing part  of  our  days.  Captain  Sentry,  my  mas- 
ter's nephew,  has  taken  possession  of  the  Hall- 
House,  and  the  whole  estate.  He  makes  much 
of  those  whom  my  master  loved,  and  shews  great 
kindness  to  the  old  house-dog,  that  you  know 
my  poor  master  was  so  fbnd  of.  It  would  have 
gone  to  your  heart  to  have  heard  the  moans  the 
dumb  creature  made  on  the  day  of  my  master's 
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death.    He  has  never  joyed  himself  since;  no 
more  ha^  any  of  us.    'Twas  the  melancholieat 
day  for  the  poor  people  that  ever  happened  in 
Worce^ersMre.    This  being  all  from, 
"  Honoured  Sir, 
"  Your  most  sorrowful  servant, 

"  Edward  Biscuit." 

That  it  was  not  the  pensions  and  the  legacies 
in  Sir  Roger's  last  will,  that  run  in  this  good 
man's  head,  we  may  conclude,  from  another  inci^ 
dent,  capable  of  shewing  how  much  the  Knight 
in  his  Ufe  time,  and  independent  of  his  will,  was 
honored,  loved,  and  respected  by  his  servants. 
On  returning  with  him  from  the  Assizes,  the  Spec- 
tator writes,  *'  When  we  were  arrived  upon  the 
verge  of  his  estate,  we  stopped  at  a  little  inn  to 
rest  ourselves  and  our  horses :  the  man  of  the 
house  had  it  seems  been  formerly  a  servant  in 
the  Knight's  family ;  and  to  do  honor  to  his  old 
master,  had  some  time  since,  unknown  to  Sir 
Roger,  put  him  up  as  a  sign-post  before  the 
door ;  so  that  the  Knighfs  Head  had  hung  out 
upon  the  road  about  a  week  before  he  himself 

knew  any  thing  of  the  matter." As  this  is  by 

no  means  the  best  part  of  the  story,  I  cannot  for 
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the  life  of  me  help  continuing  itr^"decie$  rqfHik^ 
placeUtr 

*'  As  soon  as  Sir  Roger  was  acquainted  yritit 
it,  finding  that  his  servant's  indiscretion  pro- 
ceeded wholly  from  affection  and  good'^will,  h& 
only  told  him  that  he  had  made  him  too  high 
a  compliment ;  and  when  the  fellow  seemed  to 
think  that  could  hardly  be,  added  with  a  more 
decisive  look,  that  it  was  too  great  an  honor  for 
any  man  under  a  Duke ;  but  told  him  at  the 
same  time,  that  it  might  be  altered  with  a  very 
few  touches,  and  that  he  himself  would  be  at  the 
charge  of  it.    Accordingly  they  got  a  painter  by 
the  Knight's  directions  to  add  a  pair  of  whiskers 
to  the  face,  and  by  a  little  aggravation  of  the 
features  to  change  it  into  the  Saracen^s  Head. 
I  should  not  have  known  this  story,  had  not  the 
innkeeper  upon  Sir  Roger* s  alighting,  told  him  in 
my  hearing,  that  his  Honour's  Head  was  brou^t 
back  last  night  with  the  alterations  that  he  had 
ordered  to  be  made  in  it.  ^Upon  this  my  friend 
with  his  usual  cheerfulness  related  the  particu-- 
lars  above  mentioned,  and  ordered  the  Head  ta- 
be  brought  into  the  room.    I  could  not  forbear 
discovering  greater  expressions  of  mirth  than 
ordinary,  upon  the  appearance  of  this  monstrous 
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hce,  imder  which ,  notwithstanding  it  was  mad^ 
to  frown  and  stare  in  a  inost  extraordinary  man- 
ner^ I  could  still  discover  a  distant  resemblance 
of  my  old  friend.  Sir  Roger,  upon  seeing  me 
ktttgh^  desired  me  to  tell  him  truly  if  I  thought 
it  possible  for  people  to  know  him  in  that  dis* 
gui^.  I  at  first  kept  my  usual  silence ;  but 
upon  the  Knight's  conjuring  me  to  tell  him 
whether  it  was  not  still  more  like  himself  than  a 
Saracen,  I  composed  my  countenance  in  the  best 
-manner  I  could^  and  replied^  that  much  might  be 
M^id  on  both  sides.'* 

I  have  always  been  delighted  with  this  story, 
as  so  highly  creditable  to  master  and  man ;  for 
it  is  told  so  simply,  I  can  scarcely  bring  myself 
to  believe  it  is  not  true.  However  it  may  have 
been  true  as  to  some  of  the  particulars,  and  is 
therefore  admirably  calculated  to  exhibit  to  the 
view,  a  fair  display  of  those  feelings  I  wish  to  see 
revived. 

Plato  lays  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  no  friend- 
ship can  subsist  between  a  master  and  a  slave. 
And  Aristotle  asserts,  that  there  can  no  more  be 
a  friendship  between  a  tyrant  and  his  subjects, 
than  between  a  master  and  his  slave.  Now  this 
may  be  all  very  true,  but  it  applies  to  casesi> 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


238  SERVANTS,   tec. 

long  antecedent  to  Christianity.    The  introduc- 
tion of  Christianity  greatly  abated  the  rigours  of 
servitude,  and  though  it  could  not  produce  a 
friendship,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term,  be- 
tween such  parties,   it   certainly  operated    to 
render  them  friendly  towards  each  other,  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  their  reciprocal  duties  and  ob- 
ligations, and  ought  to  do  so  now ;  if  St.  Paul 
be  right  in  what  he  tells  the  masters  and  ser- 
vants of  Ephesus,  in  the  Vlth  chapter  of  his 
Epistle  to  the  converts  in  that  city.    How  far 
we  ought  to  descend  to  zxiy  familiarity  with  ser- 
vants is  a  different  point ;  but  of  this  I  am  very 
certain,  that  good  servants  will  never  require  it, 
and  bad  servants  will  never  be  mended  by  it. 
Seneca  however  seems  to  have  thought  it  quite  a 
moral  duty  in  masters,  to  live  familiarly  Yfi^  their 
servants,  and  he  professes  to  hold  those  in  con- 
tempt who  are  above  doing  so.    As  his  reason- 
ing upon  the  subject  (bating  his  recommenda- 
tions of  absolute  familiarity)  has  something  in 
it  almost  approaching  to  the  sublime  precepts 
of  Christianity,  as  far  as  masters  are  concerned, 
I  shall  venture  to  give  a  small  specimen  of  it. 
Thus  then  he  begins  his  XLVIIth  Epistle.  ''  Li- 
benter  ex  his  qui  a  te  veniunt  cognovi,  familiari- 
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ter  te  cum  servis  luis  vivere.    Hoc  prudentiam 
tuam,  hoc  eruditionem  decet.     Servi  sunt  ?  imo 
homines.     Servi  sunt  ?  imo  Contubemales.     Servi 
sunt  ?  imo  humiles  amicL  Servi  sunt  ?  imo  conservi 
si  cogitaveris  tantundem  in  utrosque  licere  for* 
tunsB.     Itaque  rideo  istos  qui  turpe  existimant 
cum  servo  suo  caenare."    Seneca  certainly  goes 
too  far  for  modem  times ;  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  rich  should  really  ask  their  servants  to 
sit  down  to  table  with  them,  instead  of  standing 
behind  their  chairs ;  but  in  recommending  more 
condescension,  Seneca  had  it  in  view  to  correct 
some  abominable  habits  of  severity  and  injustice 
in  the  rich  of  his  days,  and  he  had  moreover 
examples  to  bring  forward,  in  which  it  appears, 
a  contrary  behaviour  in  masters  had  had  good 
moral  effects  in  regard  to  the  dependents.    He 
notices  the  proverb,  "  Totidem  esse  hostes,  quot 
servos,*'  as  many  servants  as  you  have,  so  many 
enemies  have  you  ;  but  he  adds,  "  non  habemus 
illos  hostes,  sedfacimus;*^  we  cannot  say  we  have, 
but  that  we  make  to  ourselves  so  many  enemies  ; 
that  is,  by  too  high,  haughty,  or  austere  beha- 
viour towards  them.     He  represents  servants  as 
entirely  capable  of  attaching  themselves  to  kind 
and  good  masters,  as  ready  even  to   sacrifice 
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their  lives  for  them,  and  sustain  the  sharpest 
torments  sooner  than  betray  them.    But  there 
is  nothing  finer  in  the  drift  of  the  Philosopher's 
argument,  than  the  continual  reference  he  makes 
to  the  possibility  of  reverses  in  life,  which  may 
at  any  time  happen  to  raise  servants  to  the  con* 
dition  of  masters,  or  depress  the  latter  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  servants.    He  continually 
sets  the  chance  of  such  reverses  before  their 
eyes,  and  reasons  upon  them  as  any  good  Chris- 
tian might  do.     Seneca  also  refers  back  ixy  for- 
mer times,  as  we  might  do,  vtrhen  the  connection 
between  master  and  servant  was  so  close,  that 
they  regarded  each  other  only  as  different  mem- 
bers of  one  family.     He  seems  to  regard   the 
changes  he  deplores,   as  owing  to  much  such 
causes  as  we  have  seen  reason  to  dwell  upon,  a 
preference  given  to  shewy  and  external  qualifi- 
cations, in  hiring  of  servants,  before  the  intrin- 
sic virtues  of  honesty,  sobriety,  &c.     It  is,  said 
he,  as  if  in  buying  a  horse,  some  fool  should 
look  only  at  the  saddle  and  bridle,  and  not  at 
the  horse  himself.     '*  Sic  stultissimus  est,''  he 
adds,  and  his  own  .words  deserve  to  be  brought 
forward,  '*  qui  hominem  aut  ex  veste,  aut  ex 
conditione,  quae  vestis  modo  nobis  circumdata 
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'est/cestimat/^    He  then  in  a  noble  strain  of  ar-* 
gument  returns  to  his  interrogatories — "  Servus 
est?  sed  fortasse  liber  ammo.     Servus  est?    Hoc 
illi  nocebit?  ostende  quis  non  sit.    Alius  libidini 
senrity   alius  avaritia,   alius   ambitioni ;   omnes 
iimori.     Dabo  consularem  anicultB  servientemj 
dabo  ancillukd  diyitem :  ostendam  nobilissimos 
juvenes  mancipia  Pantomimorum^    Nulla  servitus 
turpior  est^  quam  voluntaria/*    But  I  can  go  no 
iurllier;  already  perhaps  I  shall  have  wearied 
many  readers,   whose  pardon  I  most  humbly 
implore,  while  I  pass  on  to  another  author,  much 
junior  to  Seneca,  but  yet  a  sort  of  ancient,  and 
who  seems  to  be  as  querulous  about  servants, 
as  any  modem  gossip  we  could  find.    I  mean 
the  celebrated  Petrarch ;  well  known  as  a  senti'- 
mental  lover  and  Italian  sonneteer^   but  not  so 
well  known  as  a  Latin  philosopher ;  though  while 
eighty  pages  contain  all  that  he  wrote  in  Italian^ 
his  Latin  works  occupy  twelve  hundred  pages  \ 
but  this  by  the  bye.     In  one  of  his  own  Epistles 
then,  Petrarch  notices  that  very  Epistle  of  Se- 
neca, just  referred  to,  as  written  in  defence  oi  ser- 
vants, and  throwing  all  the  blame  on  masters*  *•  I 
should  be  sorry,  says  he,  to  dispute  the  autho- 
rity of  so  great  a  man,  but  as  far  as  my  experience 
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goes,  it  seems  to  be  quite  the  contrary ;  perhaps 
he  and  his  friend  Lucilius  had  an  extraordinary- 
knack  of  making  good  servants,  or  particular 
luck  in  finding  them.  To  me,  I  must  confess, 
both  seem  to  be  wanting,  though  they  have  oc-» 
cupied  all  my  care  and  attention.  Let  others 
then  see  to  themselves,  I  cannot  commend  what 
I  do  not  know.  In  my  estimation,  the  whole 
race  of  servants,  is,  beyond  every  thing  bad,  and 
I  look  upon  nothing  more  true,  than  the  very 
proverb  which  Seneca  finds  fault  with,  that  *  a 
man  has  just  so  many  enemies  as  he  has  ser- 
vants.' But  indeed  Seneca  pretends  to  speak 
only  of  good  servants,  the  bad  being  excluded 
from  all  commerce  with  their  masters ;  I  shaU 
believe  him,  for  so  he  seems  to  say ;  and  indeed 
I  have  collected  out  of  books,  many  examples 
of  good  servants,  nor  am  I  inclined  to  dispute 
the  fact,  or  the  credibility  of  the  writers ;  bat 
whether  it  be  owing  to  the  change  of  times,  or 
to  chance,  or  to  my  own  impatience,  I  never 
saw  a  good  servant  in  the  whole  course  of  -my 
life;  and  yet  I  am  continually  looking  out  for 
one,  and  if  by  chance  I  should  ever  meet  one, 
shall  assuredly  be  as  much  astonished  as  if  I 
were  to  meet  a  man  with  two  beads.    But  lest 
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any  body  should  suppose  that  all  this;  is.  owiog 
either  to  some  severity^  or  negligence  ou  mf 
party  I  must  declare,  Uiat  I  have  tried  ^yecy 
way  to  make  them  good.  Lucilius  could  not 
have  lived  more  familiarly  with  them  than  I  hav^ 
done;  I  have  allowed  them  to  converse  with  m^, 
to  advise,  and  even  to  sit  down  at  tabl^  with.m& 
I  have  entrusted  myself  and  all  my  concerns  to 
their  care,  hoping  to  make  them  faithful  by  my 
confidence,  but  with  so  little  success,  that  ac- 
tuidly  every  thing  has  been  turned  against  me. 
Not  one  of  diem,  but  has  become  more  saucy 
from  being  allowed  to  converse  with  me,  and 
more  presuming  from  being  admitted  to  my  tar 
ble ;  and  as  too  much  familiarity  has  made  them 
impudent,  too  much  confidence  has  only  made 
them  Hiieves.  Let  Seneca  then  say  what  he  will 
in  |>raise  of  his  servants,  I  can  only  say  what  I 
know  of  my  own,  and  of  those  of  all  my  acH 
quaintance.  I  must  confess  there  is  nothing  in 
life  from  which  I  sufier  more  molestation,  than 
from  the  perverseness  and  obstinacy  of  servants^ 
In  other  contests  there  are  some  intervals  of 
peaice  and  quiet,  but  with  our  domestic  enemies 
we  have  to  contend  for  ever,  and  without  any 
intermission.  However  I  am  aware  that  I  ought 
r2 
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to  learn  to  bear  with  a  firm  mind  what  I  know  ta 
have  befallen  some  of  the  most  celebrated  men 
in  the  worlds  for  eminent  authors  relate^  that 
**  even  so  long  ago  as  in  the  heroical  ages, 
Ulysses,  after  all  his  multifarious  labours,  was 
dreadfully  annoyed  by  the  insolence  of  his  ser* 
vants  and  handmaidens,  and  in  much  more  re- 
cent times,  the  Emperor  Frederick  is  reported 
to  have  done  nothing  but  complain,  living  and 
dying,  of  the  injuries  he  had  sustained  from  ser- 
vants." So  far  poor  unfortunate  Pelaurch ;  wid 
so  much  for  the  Italian  servants  of  the  XlVth 
century!  But,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  our  own 
poet  and  philosopher,  Shenstone,  seems,  in  the 
XVIIIth  century,  to  have  had  no  better  an  opi- 
nion of  English  servants ;  *'  I  have  been  for- 
merly,'' says  he,  in  his  essays  on  men  and  man- 
ners, '*  so  silly  i(&to  hope  that  every  servant  I  had 
might  be  made  a  friend :  I  am  now  convinced 
that  the  nature  of  servitude  bears  a  contrary 
tendency.  It  is  the  nature  of  servitude  to  dis- 
card ail  generous  motives  of  obedience,  and  to 
point  out  no  other,  than  those  scoundrel  ones 
of  interest  and  fear."  Now  I  don't  believe  this, 
and  think  I  have  shewn  the  contrary  in  some 
foregoing  instances  ;  not  but  that  servitude  may 
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have  the  tendency  attributed  to  it,  but  it  is  as- 
suredly to  be  corrected  by  good  usage,  though 
Petrarch  and  Shenstone  seem  to  think  otherwise. 
But  they  were  both  poets,  and  their  souls  per- 
haps unfitted,  for  these  lower  regions,  and  for 
mere  terrestrial  associations;  which  I  am  the 
more  led  to  believe  of  Shenstone,  because  he  is 
the  very  man,  who  said,  that  if  he  were  worth  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  he  would  build  him- 
self a  neighbourhood;  which  seems  to  imply  that 
he  had  no  neighbourhood  at  the  time,  in  his  own 
estimation,  though  every  body  knows  where  he 
Uved.  * 

.  In  all  that  I  have  said  hitherto,  I  have  dwelt 
principally  on  the  state,  circumstances,  and  con- 
dition of  domestics ;  of  the  household  or  menial 
servant,  and  have  made  very  slight  allusion  to  the 
predial  or  husbandry  servant.  To  speak  in  An- 
glo-Saxon terms,  I  have  only  considered  the  state 
of  the  **  Ernes, ^^  and  in  no  manner  meddled  with  the 
'.*  Theowsy'  [see  Heywood  on  Ranks.']  What  then 
shall  we  say  of  the  latter  ?  Are  the  employers 
and  employed  in  our  agricultural  districts,  upon 
a  better  footing  now  than  they  used  to  be  in  the 
times,  to  which  I  have  so  often  alluded ;  when 
the,  land  was  cultivated  in  a  great  measure  by 
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slaves :  slaves*  that  with  their  wives  and  families/ 
were  saleable  articles,  and  as  easily  transferable 
from  one  master  to  another,  as  the  cattle  in  the 
stalls,  or  as  the  land  itself;  to  which  indeed  they 
appertained  almost  as  inseparably,  as  the  herb 
of  the  field,  or  the  soil  of  the  ground?    I  should 
be  very  unwilling  to  go  far  into  this  subject  at 
present ;  hoping  things  may  mend,  when  they 
come  to  be  better  understood,  by  all  the  parties 
concerned ;   but  it  is   certainly  melancholy  to 
think  how  many  are  at  this  moihent  in  bondage 
who  fancy  themselves  free.    Mr.  Hallam  in  his 
History  of  the  Middle  Ages,  speaking  of  the 
feudal  Villeins  or  Villans,  who  were  attached  to 
the  land,  says,  **  Nor  was  their  poverty  perhaps 
less  tolerable  upon  the  whole  than  that  of  the 
modem  peasantry  in  most  countries  of  Europe/' 
Now,  though  no  country  in  Europe  I  verily  be- 
lieve, has  acted  with  more  judgment  and  discern- 
ment than  our  own,  in  adopting  the  best  parts  of 
that  very  curious  system,  under  which  our  Ger^ 
man  ancestors  lived,  yet  I  much  doubt  if  worse 
instances  could  be  found  any  where  of  a  de- 
graded, dissatisfied,  discontented  peasantry,  than 
amongst  ourselves  at  this  moment;  and  that, 
through  the  operation  of  a  law,  made  so  ex- 
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pressly  for  their  relief  and  protection,  that  in  the 
midst  of  their  sufferings  and  depression,  they 
cling  to  it  as  though  it  were  the  palladium  of 
their  freedom  and  importance  in  the  State.  This 
then  is  an  anomaly  of  a  political  nature,  exceed- 
ingly to  be  deplored ;  a  dreadful  interruption  to 
that  harmony  and  good- will  that  should  subsist 
between  the  farmers  and  the  peasantry,  all  flow- 
ing from  errors  and  mistakes  in  the  administra- 
tion of  a  law,  the  most  behign  and  charitable 
that  could  be  ponceived,  if  confined  to  its  proper 
objects :  that  is,  the  truly  helpless  and  unfortu- 
nate. Comparatively  then  with  the  Anglo-Saxon 
"  Theow;'  or  Feudal  '*  Villan''  of  old  times,  I 
greatly  fear,  that  the  poverty  of  those  of  our  pea- 
santry who  are  dependent  on  parochial  funds,  is 
infinitely  less  tolerable,  all  things  considered, 
than  that  of  the  former.  Nay,  I  question  if  many 
of  our  modem  "  Theows,''  though  nominally  in  a 
state  of  freedom,  are  not  much  greater  slaves 
than  their  progenitors.  ''  Is  it/'  asks  the  Abbe 
de  Mably,  '*  of  the  essence  of  slavery,  that  every 
slave  should  have  a  tyrant  for  his  Lord  ?"  Cer- 
tainly not ;  and  I  think  it  will  appear  from  the 
foregoing  discussion,  that  many  of  the  Masters 
and  Mistresses  of  Slaves  in  former  days,  were 
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the  very  reverse  of  tyrants  :  nay,  there  are  laws 
still  extant  that  would  serve  to  shew,  that  they 
protected  and  supported  their  slaves  to  such 
excess  at  times,  as  to  call  for  the  interposition  of 
the  magistrate ;  but  at  all  events  the  numerous 
instances  of  the  manumission  of  slaves,  and  even 
of  voluntary  contracts  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
to  serve  their  lords  for  ever,  when  they  might 
have  been  free,  prove  clearly  that  it  is  not  of  the 
essence  of.  slavery  that  every  slave  should  have  a 
tyrant  for  his  Lord*  Am  I  then  advocating  the 
cause  of  slavery  ?  No,  God  forbid.  '*  Disguise 
thyself  as  thou  wilt,  still,  slavery,'*  I  say  with 
Sterne,  *^  thou  art  a  bitter  draught !"  But  have 
we  not,  through  the  operation  and  e£fects  of  the 
poor  laws,  (''  la  plaie  politique  de  FAngl^erre  la 
plus  devorante^  as  the  French  call  it,)  too  mocb 
disguised  slavery  at  this  moment  amongst  our- 
selves? It  is  the  glory  of  a  free  man  to  live  as 
he  will;  but  how  many  in  this  free  country  are 
now  doomed  to  live  only  as  they  canl  They  are 
not  indeed  irrevocably  bound  to  one  Lord;  they 
are  not  bought  and  sold  in  the  market;  they  are 
twt  compellable  to  do  all  manner  of  work,  or  lia* 
ble  to  arbitrary  punishments ;  but  are  they  not 
dependent,  (they  and  t\Lm  families\  on  many  lords» 
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for  food  and  raiment,  and  the  commonest  neces- 
saries of  life?  supplies  not  derived  from  supe- 
riors so  intimately  connected  with  them,  as  to 
give  and  bestow  such  things  upon  them  "  cheer^ 
fuUy^^  but  from  such  as,  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
contribute  to  their  wants  never  "  cheerfully ^^  but 
always  "  gn/dgiwg/y,"   and   only  *'  of"  strict 
**  necessity. ^*    The  Abb6  de  Mably,  whom  I  have 
already  quoted,  has  truly  enough  shewn,  that  he 
is  but  nominally  free  who  is  by  any  circumstances 
rendered  the  slave  of  poverty ;  and  that  every  one 
is  the  slave  of  poverty,  for  whom  the  State  does 
not,  or  cannot,  provide  sufficiently  in  the  way  of 
subsistencei     I  would  ask  then,  is  not  that  man 
the  slave  of  poverty,  who  marries  under  a  posi- 
tive assurance  that  his  offspring  must  be  fed,  and 
clothed,  and  taught,  and  employed  by  others? 
who  marries,  not  to  add  strength  to  the  commu- 
nity, but  to  augment  its  difficulties  ?  who  mar- 
ries (I  blush  to  say  it,  but  I  fear  it  is,  in  some 
cases,  but  too  true)  not  to  add  to  his  comforts, 
but  to  his  wants,  for  the  express  purpose  of  sanc- 
tioning increased  denlands  on  a  public  purse?' 
Lastly,  who  marries  perhaps  under  a  suppressed 
feeling,  that  if  his  wife  and  children  should  be- 
come too  burdensome  to  himself,  he  will  in  due 
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time  abscond,  and  leave  the  whole  care  of  them 
to  the  parish  ?  Surely  wives  and  families  had 
better  be  sold  at  once,  according  to  the  andent 
system,  under  the  chance  at  least  of  getting  a 
good  master,  than  thus  given  away  to  persons,  who 
can  never,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  be  ex- 
pected to  receive  them  kindly  ?  Is  this  a  proper, 
a  desirable  state  of  things  ?  Is  this  freedom, 
independence,  virtue,  or  happiness?  Is  this  what 
should  be  seen  in  a  land  of  industry,  and  exer- 
tion ?  Yet  it  is  seen,  and  who  is  to  blame  ?  This 
is  the  great  question — I  would  just  ask  then, 
have  none  of  the  employed  been  driven  into  this 
sad  state  of  pauperism  and  demoralization,  by  the 
mistakes  of  their  employers?  Have  troges  always 
been  so  proportioned  to  prqfits,  that  when  thte 
master  was  gaining  to  save,  the  servant  had  the 
means  of  doing  so  also  ?  Have  no  advanta^s 
been  taken  of  the  latter,  in  consequence  of  a 
variable  standard  of  money,  or  in  sending  them 
to  the  poor-books  for  the  proper  wages  of  indus* 
try,  when  they  ought,  for  the  sake  of  all  parties, 
to  have  been  kept  clear  of  it?  Above  all  things, 
have  none  been  driven  into  improvident  mar- 
riages, by  imposing  a  fine  on  single  men,  in  a 
niggardly  limitation,  or  absolute  reduction,  of  their 
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wages,  below  their  proper  value  ?  These  are  ques- 
tions which  it  would  be  well  for  those  to  ask 
themselves,  who  are  groaning  and  murmuring 
under  the  weight  and  burden  of  the  rates,  as  a 
tax  on  their  property — a  great  pecuniary  burden 
we  must  acknowledge  it  to  be  to  those  who  pay 
the  rate ;  but  in  my  own  estimation,  a  burden 
ten-fold  heavier,  in  a  physical,  moral,  and  poll' 
tical  point  of  view,  to  those  who  are  dependent 
on  it  for  their  main  or  sole  support. 

I  have  thus  shewn  in  how  many  instances,  a 
dependance  on  parochial  relief  is  but  a  disguised 
state  of  slavery ;  and  with  this  aggravation,  that 
it  is  a  sort  of  slavery  from  which  there  are  no 
hopes  of  emancipation,  but  from  the  cultivation 
and  practice  of  those  very  virtues,  which  most 
unfortunately,  under  the  present  system,  the 
poor  think  themselves  absolutely  entitled  to  aban- 
don: ZA  frugality,  prudence,  extraordinary  induS' 
try  :  2L  disposition  to  provide  for  futurity,  and  the 
moral  check  upon  early  marriages.  In  the  aban- 
donment of  these  virtues,  and,  what  is  worst  of 
all,  of  the  many,  many  comforts  attending  upon 
them,  the  poor  no  doubt  have  contributed,  and 
do  still  daily  contribute  largely  to  their  own  de- 
pression and  distress ;  so  largely  indeed  as  to 
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put  it  quite  out  of  the  power  of  any  government, 
I  fear,  effectually  to  help  them.    In  fact,  if  they 
cannot  be  persuaded  to  help  themselves  in  the 
way  pointed  out,  they  must  remain  the  "  slaves 
of  poverty,'*  and  the  servants  therefore  of  a  griev- 
ous '^  tyrant:''  but  suspecting  as  I  do,  that  many 
of  late  years,  have  been  unwarily  drawn  into  the 
vortex  of  pauperism  by  an  injudicious  recourse 
to  the  poor-book  on  the  part  of  their  employers, 
and  from  a  great  disturbance  in  the  value  of 
money,  not  perhaps  fully  understood  by  the 
employed  or  the  employers  in  country  places,  I 
cannot  conclude  without  giving  a  hint  to  the 
latter,  that  "  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  full 
hire,"  for  his  free  services ;  and  that  to  send  him 
virithout  urgent  necessity,  to  the  poor-book,  for  any 
portion  of  his  lawful  andjtist  earnings,  (extrava* 
gant  wages  being  quite  out  of  the  question)  is  to 
give  him  a  sort  of  claim  upon  the  fund,  by  ik> 
means  in  the  contemplation  of  the  original  law, 
and  highly  pernicious  to  all  parties,  in  its  effects 
and  consequences.     Happy  be  the  man,  who 
shall  ever  by  any  means,  assist  us  to  put  things 
upon  a  better  footing,  and  relieve  us  from  the 
many  difficulties  which  press  severely  at  present 
both  upon  the  rich  and  the  poor ! 
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PeHsons  of  the  highest  consequence  have  been 
put  to  their  shifts  in  marshalling  companies,  and 
arranging  guests.  We  read  that  Henry  Duke  of 
Normandy,  son  of  Henry  11.  of  England,  gave  an 
entertainment  once,  to  which  so  many  of  the 
French  Noblesse  resorted,  that  he  could  hit  upon 
no  better  expedient  for  their  arrangement  than 
that  of  grouping  them  according  to  their  Chris- 
tian names,  sending  all  the  WilUam^s  to  one 
table,  the  Charleses  to  another,  and  so  on*  It  is 
even  recorded  that  in  doing  so,  be  found  no  less 
than  a  hundred  and  ten  of  the  former  name, 
independent  of  simple  gentlemen,  ushers,  and 
servants. 

I  remember  being  told  when  I  was  a  boy,  that 
one  of  the  Speakers  of  our  House  of  Commons, 
in  inviting  his  company  to  his  parliamentary 
dinners,  took  no  farther  pains  than  to  go  strait 
through  the  alphabetical  list  of  the  members,  so 
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that  in  the  course  of  the  parliament,  no  wonder 
that  the  Mr.  A.'s  should  get  tired  of  meeting 
none  but  the  Mr.  B.'s  and  C.%  and  vice  ver8&. 
Had  the  late  worthy  Speaker,  Mr.  Abbot  (now 
Lord  Colchester)  adopted  this  plan,  his  own 
place  at  the  tap  of  the  table,  would  have  been  in 
exact  alphabetical  order. 

Every  body  knows  the  scrape  Mr.  Timothy 
Treatall  got  into,  by  desiring  the  ladies  whom 
he  had  invited  to  supper  to  take  their  places  ac- 
cording to  their  age  and  seniority,  (see  Tatler, 
No.  262)  what  a  dreadful  confusion  arose  amongst 
his  guests,  when  the  arrangement  was  first  an- 
nounced, and  how  immediately  all  the  ladies 
who  had  before  pressed  for  a  place  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  table,  crowded  with  the  same  disorder 
and  eagerness  to  the  opposite  end. 

The  Emperor  Oeta  used  to  arrange  his  dinners 
so,  as  to  have  on  the  table  at  one  time,  such 
dishes  only  as  began  with  the  same  letter;  as 
(to  exemplify  it  in  English)  Mutton,  Mmhrooms, 
Macaroni,  Mince-pies,  Marmalade,  &c.  Pork,  Pi- 
geons, Patties,  Pies,  Pan-cakes,  and  Plum-pudding, 
&c.  Lamb,  Leveret,  Larks,  Lobsters,  Lover,  and 
stewed  Lampreys!  Perhaps  the  very  Latin  of 
Julius  Capitolinus,  from  whom  we  have  the  story. 
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may  amuse  some  of  my  readers.  **  Habebat  con- 
suetudinem,  utconvivia,  et  maxima  prandia  per 
singulas  literas  juberat,  scientibus  servis,  velut 
in  quo  erat  anser,  aprugna,  anas ;  item  puUus, 
perdixy  pavo,  porcellus,  piscis,  pema,  et  quee  in 
earn  literam  genera  edulium  caderent — facianus, 
faerta,  ficus,  &c.  8cc/' 

Heliogabalus  took  a  fancy  to  the  number 
eight,  or  rather  to  the  Greek  proverb  avavro%r<a  : 
whence  he  chose  to  invite  to  his  supper  eight 
bald  persons,  eight  blind  ones,  eight  gouty  ones, 
eight  deaf  ones,  eight  hoarse  ones,  eight  very 
black  ones,  eight  very  tall  ones,  eight  yevy  fat 
ones,  and  eight  tiooked-nose  ones. 

A  very  old  gentleman  told  me  that  he  was 
once  invited  to  dine  with  a  lady  of  some  distinc- 
tion at. Bath,  about  his  own  age,  and  where  he 
met  a  party  of  intimates  to  the  number  of  eight, 
the  l«dy  herself  making  one.  On  sitting  down 
to  th^  table,  the  seven  guests  looked  at  the  din- 
ner with  some  surprise,  there  being  nothing  solid 
to  be  seen  in  any  one  of  the  dishes ;  no  joint  of 
any  sort,  but  soups,  mitced  meats,  stewed  vege- 
tables, jellies,  syllabubs,  creams,  &c.  This  old 
lady  amused  herself  a  short  time  with  witness- 
ing the  strange  looks  of  her  company,  before 
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she  explained  to  them  the  mystery.  She  thtett 
told  them^  that  having  an  exact  knowledge  of 
their  circumstances,  and  a  sympathetic  feeling 
towards  them,  she  had  resolved  to  make  v^Jeast, 
for  the  whole  party,  suitable  to  their  condition. 
That  she  had  reason  to  know,  that  though  eight 
in  number,  they  had  not  one  tooth  amongst  them 
all,  and  she  had  therefore  ordered  a  dinner,  upon 
vrhich  they  need  not  bestow  a  thought  upon  the 
lost  power  of  mastication.  Such  an  odd  piece 
of  kindness,  as  the  old  gentleman  told  me,  kept 
them  laughing  so  all  dinner  time,  that  they 
found  the  toothless  meal  almost  as  difficult  to 
swallow  as  if  it  had  consisted  of  bones. 

The  following  instance  of  curious  arrangement 
fell  under  my  own  knowledge.  To  avoid  offence 
I  shall  not  adopt  the  real  letters  of  the  names 
alluded  to,  but  the  story  will  lose  nothing  of  its 
effect  by  substituting  others.  A  very  obnoxious 
sermon  happened  to  be  preached  in  a  certain 
Archdeaconry,  at  a  Visitation,  by  a  gentleman 
(let  me  say)  of  the  name  of  Pro**.  At  the  next 
Visitation,  the  Clergyman  appointed  to  preach 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him,  (indispensably  so 
indeed,)  to  advert  to  the  former  sermon,  and 
combat  its  arguments «    This  he  did  to  th^  best 
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of  his  abilities,  and  so  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  auditors;  that  he  was  desired  to  print  his 
discourse ;  but  his  diffidence  was  such,  as  to  in- 
cline him  to  avoid  doing  so  if  possible.  At  all 
ev^its,  he  judged  it  well  to  submit  his  manu- 
script first  to  a  person  more  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  and  to  request  his  advice;  in  doing 
which,  he  lamented  extremely  that  it  had  fallen 
to  his  lot,  t6  preach  on  so  trying  an  occasion, 
having  never  applied  his  mind  particularly  to 
that  branch  of  polemics.  It  naturally  surprized 
his  referee  to  find  that  something  so  incongru- 
ous should  have  taken  place,  till  a  gentleman 
happened  to  tell  him,  that  in  that  Archdeaccmry 
the  preachers  were  always  appointed  alphabeti- 
cally, and  on  turning  to  the  name  of  his  corres- 
pondent, he  found  that  it.actually  began  wi&  the 
three  following  letters,  Pru***. 


VOL.  II. 
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It  may  be  expected  that  in  a«ch  a  wo^  2m  tjie 
present,  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  Qua- 
ken,  who  reject  all  titles,  '^fltUtering  titles,''  s^s  they^ 
call  them,  with  EUhu  in  Job,  (eh.  xxxii.  2h(2i) 
aftd  all  compliments.  To  whom  su^  prdtdfLiy 
tppeUatioiis  as  Sir  and  Madam,  Master  and  Mifi" 
tifess,  give  offence^  and  who  cannot  he2ff  that  suqf 
should  profess  to  be  the  obedient  hmnble  ^erv^rUs 
of  those  to  whom  in  reality  they  owe  neitibier 
service  nor  obedience.  Howell  in  his  Spiatlo.to 
ike  NobiUty  of  England,  prefixed  to  bis  F^ewh 
and  Ekigttsh  Dictionary,  and  who  i^  often  cit^d 
by  the  Quakers,  observes,  that  *^5'tr  and  Ma- 
dam  were  originally  names  given  to  none  but  the 
King,  his  brother,  and  their  wives,  both  in  France 
and  England.  Yet  now  the  ploughman  in  France 
is  called  Sir,  and  his  taife  Madam ;  and  men  of 
ordinary  trades  in  England  Sir,  and  their  wii^s 
Dame  ;  which  is  the  legal  title  of  a  Lady,  and 
is  the  same  as  Madam  in  French.  So  prevalent 
have  pride  and  flattery  been  in  all  ages,  the  one 
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to  give  and  the  other  to  receive  respect.^'  Su*- 
perfluous  titles  of  honor  .they  contend  do  lay  a 
necessity  upon. Christians  most  frequently  to  He; 
hecanse  the  persons^  obtaining  the^e  titles  aithet 
by  election  or  hereditarily,  may  frequently  bfe 
found  to  have  nothing  really  in  them  deserving 
ihem,  or  answering  to  them  :  as  some  to  .whom 
it  is  said  "your  ExceUmoy,*^  have  nothing  of 
JBxcellency  in  them;. and  who  is  called  '^  your 
Gi-flfce,". appears  to^be  an  enemy  to  Q];ace;^and 
Jie  who  is  called  "  your  Honor /^  is  known  to  be 
base  and  ignoble.  Barclay,  from  whom  I  t^c 
this,  goes  farther;  he  objects  much  to  the  Papal 
titles  of  Hotir^s,  JEmmence,  &c.  and  grounds  his 
obj  ections  on  Scripture.  **  We  find,  says  he,,  no 
«ueh  t^ing  in  Scripture.  The  Christians  speak 
to. the  jlpo9^2e5. without. any. such  denomination, 
neither  saying,  if  it  piease.your  Grace,  your  Ho- 
k»e8$,  your  Lordship,  nor  your  Worship:  they 
are  .neither  called  my  Lord  Peter,  nor  my  Lord 
Paul;. nor  yet  Master  Peter  nor  Master  Paul; 
nor  Doctor  Peter,  nor  Doctor  Paul."  Though  he 
confesses, the  Apostles  might  h^ye  borne  these 
titles,  since  *'  they  really  had  Holiness,  Excel- 
lency, and  Qrace ;  but  because  they  were  holy, 
s2 
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excellent^  and  gracious,  they  neither  used  nor 
admitted  of  such  titles.  But  these  having  nei- 
iher  Holiness,  Excellency,  nor  Grace,  will  needs 
be  so  called,  to  satisfy  their  ambitious  and  os* 
tentatious  minds,  which  is  a  manifest  token  of 
their  hypocrisy."  Even  the  title  of  "  Majesty'^ 
offends  him  equally.  Proud  Nebuchadnezzar, 
he  says,  assumed  it,  but  was  punished  for  it, 
and  generally  in  Scripture,  we  find  only  the 
simple  appellation,  "  O  KvigT  without  further 
designation  save  perhaps  the  name  of  the  person, 
as,  "  O  King  Agrippa.*'  Paul,  he  observes,  was 
very  civil  to  Agrippa,  and  yet  gave  him  no  other 
title.  He  glosses  over  plausibly  enough  the  ad- 
dress of  Luke,  "  Most  excellent  Theophilus,*'  as 
well  as  that  of  Paul,  "  Most  noble  Festus,'*  con- 
cluding that  as  both  Luke  and  Paul  wrote  under 
the  dictates  of  the  infallible  Spirit  of  God,  they 
knew  that  these  persons  deserved  the  titles  given 
them.  He  is  rather  sharp  upon  Calvin,  and  I 
really  think  with  great  reason,  on  the  following 
occasion.  The  Author  of  the  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory of  the  Reformation  of  France,  relating  the 
speech  of  Lord  Rochefort  at  the  Assembly  of  the 
Estates  under  Charles  the  Ninth,  in  the  year 
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1660,  observes,  that  this  harangue  was  well  re- 
marked, in  that  he  used  not  the  word  (Majesty) 
invented  by  flatterers  of  late  years.  "  And  yet, 
says  Barclay,  this  Author  minded  not  how  his 
Master  Calvin  used  \hi%  fluttering  title  to  Francis 
the  First,  King  of  France  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
calls  him  Most  Christian  King,  in  the  Epistle  to 
his  Institutions  ;  though  by  Francis's  daily  per- 
secuting of  the  Reformers,  it  was  apparent,  he 
was  far  from  being  such  even  in  Calvin's  own 
esteem."  I  confess,  this  Epistle  of  Calvin  has 
always  struck  me  as  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
nor  do  I  wonder  that  Barclay  should  notice  it  as 
he  does,  considering  his  principles  in  regard  to 
titles,  and  the  remark  above  of  the  Author  of  the 
History  of  the  Reformation ;  for  if  the  omission 
of  the  word  Majesty,  a  title,  which  as  I  have 
before  observed,  Selden  pronounced  to  be  par- 
ticularly unexceptionable,  as  expressing  only 
**  greaterness,"  appeared  so  commendable  in  the 
case  alluded  to,  it  cannot  but  seem  extraordinary, 
that  the  very  chief  of  the  French  Reformers, 
should,  as  he  really  has  done,  load  Francis  the 
First  with  titles,  not  merely  in  the  comparative 
degree,  but  constantly  superlative ;  not  only 
styling  him  Christianissimus,  most  Christian,  in 
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his  title  and  address,  while  he  was  actually  per- 
secuting the  reformed  of  his  own  kingdom  all  he 
could  ♦ ;  but  in  the  course  of  the  Epistle  itself, 

PotentiBsimus,  most  potent ; 

IllustVissimus,  mOst  illustrious ; 

Clarissimus,  most  eminent : 

Ndbilissimus,  most  noble ; 

Invictissimus,  most  invincible ; 

Serenissimus,  most  serene ; 

Fortusimus,  most  brave  ; 
Barclay  himself  dedicated  his  work  to  a  King 
(Charles  II.)  without  falling  into  any  duch  incon- 
sistencies, and  indeed  it  would  haf  e  been  well, 
if  that  unsteady  Monarch  had  attended  to  hi6 
advice,  and  kept  himself  more  clear  of  those  lusts 
and  vanities,  against  which  the  Sc6tch  Quftker 
so  boldly  cautioned  him. 

I  have  in  a  former  part  of  this  work  observed 
how  fitly  modern  titles  might  be  turned  aigaitist 
those  who  bear  them  unworthity,  in  flie  Way  of 
Mnt  or  reproof;  and  I  have  alio  endeavoiifed  to 

*  He  hmmed  them  t> j  dotems,  sent  them  to  the  gaUis^  hj  hiSMH, 
wbA  hmtuhtd  them  bjr  thmaamit,  nj9  MtMend;  iaA  Pom^  rtoq^ 
a  rare  soene,  at  which  Francis  was  present,  to  see  six  of  these  on- 
happj  persons,  roasted  to  death  by  dow  degrees,  **  paw  lemr  fain 
senHr  lapUu  vive  imptesskm*^ 
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shew^  in  what  manner  fkr  greater  titles  may  in 
reality  belong  to  the  untitled  upon  earth,  than 
jmy  bestowed  by  civil  authority,  on  our  highest 
Nobility.  In  this^  Barclay  seems  entirely  to 
agree  with  me*  "  Who  are  they  J'  says  he,  *'  who 
ai^  honorable  indeed  ?"  (That  is  riglU  homrabU.y 
^  is  it  not  t^e  righUous  man  }  is  it  not  the  hofy 
man  ?  is  it  not  the  humbk^hearted  man  ?  the  meek-* 
spirited  man  ?  and  are  not  isuch  those  that  ought 
to  be  honored  amongst  Christians  ?  Now  of  these 
may  there  not  be  poor  men,  Icdxmrers^,  Jkhermen, 
8m5.  ?"  A«d  he  quotes  Jerome  properly  enough, 
to  shew^  that  while  he  that  obeyeth  not  sin,  is 
ff€e,  IxB  who  is  strong  in  vitttjte,  must  be  noble. 

This  is  all  right  enough ;  but  why  then  make 
such  a  fuss  about  tiH^rldli/  titles,  which  cannot  in 
reality  and  with  a  yiew  to  better  things  and  a 
better  world,  in  any  manner  detract  from  the 
greatnesi^,  or  lower  the  credit,  of  any  one  worthy, 
virtuous,  fious  plebeian  ?  which  in  fkct  ought  to 
be  regarded  only  like  money ;  not  so  much  ac- 
eording  to  the  real  merit  of  those  who  bear  them, 
as  to  tho  imaginary  ralue  stamped  upon  them 
by  custom,  law,  &c.  It  was  well  said  by  an  ob- 
server of  the  French  Revolution,  when  they  were 
railmg  at  titles,  and  voting  by  acclamation  for 
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their  abolition,  '*  why,  if  you  think  them  80  vain 
ao/d  frivolous,  try  to  deprive  your  opponents  of 
them?  If  they  be  really  so,  how  can  you  ex^ 
pose  the  obnoxious  Nobles  more  than  by  letting 
them  continue  to  bear  them  ?  Your  very  oppo^^ 
sition  to  them  shews  that  they  have  some  weight 
in  society,  and  that  you  expect  to  seem  greater  ^ 
yourselves,  when  others  are  deprived  of  them*" 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall  always  think  they  hav& 
their  use,  under  wise  and  good  regulations,  and 
that  the  Quakers  do  themselves  injustice  by 
being  so  very  particular  about  them,  for  accord- 
ing to  their  own  account,  after  all  their  railing 
against  titles  of  honor,  and  worldly  distinctioDft^ 
they  are  far  from  being  democrats,  radicals,  or  bad 
subjects  under  a  Monarchy  like  our  own. 

Let  them  speak  for  themselves  as  to  this.  The 
passages  are  on  many  accounts  worth  transcrib- 
ing ;  there  being  a  great  deal  of  good  sense  in . 
them,  though  we  must  recollect  that  it  was  writ- 
ten by  an  Apologist,  who  had  a  rare  knack  oi 
giving  an  air  of  plausibility  to  the  extravaganciea 
of  his  sect*.    "  Let  not  any  judge,*'  says  Bar* 

*  I  do  oot  mean  to  speak  disrespectfallj  of  Barclay,  but  he  cer- 
tainly had  to  defend  sintfularities,  if  not  fjctranagmicies ;  and  I  grant 
that  be  has  done  so  very  adroitly,  though  not  to  my  own  comrif^on*  ~ 
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cky>   **  that  hereby  we  intend  to  destroy  the 
mutual  relation  that  either  is  between  Prince  and 
Ftofh^  Master  and  Servants,  Parents  and  Chil^ 
dren;^ — neither,  that  from  our  opinion  in  these 
things,  any  necessity  of  levelling  will  follow,  or 
that  all  m^n  must  have  things  in  common.    Our 
piin<^ple  leaves  every  man  to  enjoy  that  peace- 
ably, which  either  his  own  industry,  or  his  pa- 
rents have  purchased  to  him ;  only  he*  is  thereby 
instrocted  to  use  it  aright,    both  for  his  own 
good,  and  that  of  his  brethren,  and  all  to  the 
glory  of  God. — And  further,  we  say  not  hereby, 
tfant  no  man  may  use  the  creation  more  or  less 
than  another :  for  we  know  that  as  it  hath  pleas- 
ed God  to  dispense  it  diversely,  giving  to  some 
more,  and  to  some  less,  so  they  may  use  it  ac- 
cordingly.   The  several  conditions,  under  which 
men   are  diversely,  stated,  together  with  their 
educations  answering  thereunto,  do  sufficiently 
shew  this  :  the  servant  is  not  the  same  way  edu- 
cated as  the  master ;  nor  the  tenant  as  the  land" 
lord;  nor  the  rich  as  the  poor;  nor  the  Prince 
a&  the  peasant.    Now  though  it  be  not  lawful  for 
any,  however  great  abundance  they  may  have, 
or  whatever  their  education  may  be,  to  use  that 
which  is  merely  super^ious :  yet  seeing  that  edu- 
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caiion  has  accustomed  them  thereunto,  and  tfaeir< 
capacity  enables  them  so  to  do,  without  bein^ 
prfffuse  and  extravagant,  they  may  use  diings. 
better  in  their  kind,  than  such  whose  education- 
hath  neither  accustomed  them  to  sucb  things, 
n^r  their  capacity  will  reach  to  compass  theoi*' 
For  it  is  beyond  question,  that  whatever  thing 
the  creation  affords,  is  for  the  use  of  man,  and 
the  moderate  use  of  them  is  lawful ;  yeiper  ac^ 
ddent  they  may  b^  unlawful  to  some,  though  not 
to  others.  As  for  instaiace,  he  Alt  by  reason  of 
his  estate  and  education  heiih  been  used  to  eat 
jfesA,  and  drink  wine,  and  to  be  clothed  with  the 
^fiiiest  wool,  if  his  estate  will  bear  it,  imd  he  ttse 
it  neither  in  superfluity,  nor  immoderately,  ho 
may  do  it ;  and  perhaps,  if  he  should  apply  hil^ 
self  to  feed  or  be  clothed,  as  are  the  peasaBts^ 
it  might  prejudice  the  health  of  his  body,  and 
nothing  advance  his  souL  But  if  a  mm,  whoM 
estate  and  educiition  hcrt;h  accustomed  him  te 
both  coarser  food  and  raiment,  should  stretch  him-^ 
self  beyotid  what  he  had,  or  were  used  to  the 
manifest  prejudice  of  his  family  and  chtlcben,  no 
doubt  it  would  be  unlawful  to  him,  even  so  to 
eat  or  be  clothed  as  another  in  whom  it  is  law^ 
fuL''    Now  in  all  this  there  is  surely  a  great  deal 
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of  good  sense,  and  soutid  morality.  He  furthef 
a^momstes  those  who  hate  fukiess,  to  watoh 
ovet  themselves^  and  use  it  moderately ;  and 
oc^nfortd  those  who  have  no  such  Worldly  fulness 
and  abundance,  with  the  hope  of  the  far  ^reate^ 
advatitage  it  is  in  their  power  to  enjoy,  by  being 
lich  as  to  the  inward  man^  and  having  a  spiritual 
MloWshi^p  with  the  Saints. 

Though  I  applaud  and  approve  this  passage, 
copied  from  the  writings  of  their  great  Apohgt^, 
I  never  can  see  much  rl^a^Km  in  their  other  pro* 
ceedings ;  especially  in  their  peculiar  language 
and  manners,  so  at  variance  with  the  common 
wityft  of  the  world.  I  do  not  see  how  theiir  ar* 
gutsents  can  hold  go6d,  by  which  th^y  would 
support  such  customs.  The  outward  cetemoaied 
lor  instance,  of  boding  the  head  or  body^  taking 
off  the  hat,  8ic.,  they,  profess  to  consider  as  no 
moi^  victual  criteiions  of  obeUance  and  respect, 
thim  they  hold  mourning  garmetits  to  be  the 
oriterions  of  iorrow*  Knon^ing  and  believing 
this,  why  do  they  then  attach  Such  importance 
to  ihem  ?  Titles  of  honour  in  the  same  maimer, 
however  Jlattering,  they  do  not  regard  as  really 
conveying  any  false  ideas  as  to  the  moral  excel" 
Unce  of  the  persons ;  they  merely  reject  them. 
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because  they  seem  to  themselves  as  capable  in 
same  instances  of  violating  the  truth.  Not  in  all; 
as  we  have  a  right  to  suppose,  because  they 
imagine  Luke's  "  mast  excellent  and  Paul's ''  mast 
naUe,*'  might  fairly  attach  to  the  persons  so 
called,  and  that  they  knew  it  through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Spirit. — But  who  are  so  much,  in 
their  own  ideas,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit, 
as  Quakers  ?  and  may  we  not  ask^  does  the  Spi- 
rit never  suggest  to  them  any  difference  of  per^ 
sons  *  ?  Do  they  never  find  in  the  whole  compass 
of  their  acquaintance,  or  mass  of  their  fellow 
creatures,  so  much  as  one  mast  nable  or  one  mast 
excellent,  even  upon  their  own  grounds  ?  Why 
was  Festus  mast  nable?  because,  says  Barclay, 
*'  he  suffered  Paul  to  be  heard  in  his  awn  cause, 
and  would  not  give  way  to  the  fury  of  the  Jews 
against  him."  And  what  Judge  upon  the  Eng- 
lish Bench  might  not  now  lay  an  equal  claim 
to  the  title  of  Nobility?  If  any  man  is  ever 
prevented  pleading  his  own  cause  before  an  Eng- 
lish Judge,  I  will  venture  to  say  it  is  for  his  own 
good.    The  Judge  knows  how  he  might  injure 

*  See  some  good  remarks  to  this  purpose  on  the  Quakers  own 
chosen  appellation  of  <*  Friend^'  iodisoriminatelj  applied  to  all  per- 
sons, in  the  XlXth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  (1807)  p.  9&. 
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himself,  if  ignorant  of  the  technicalities  and  mce- 
ties  of  the  law,  through  which  in  criminal  cases, 
even  the  giit7/y  have  a  thousand  chances  of  escap- 
ing conviction.  This  is  so  well  known  to  the 
ablest  advocates,  that  there  is  a  good  story  cur- 
rent of  Mr.  Thehoall  (I  think  it  was)  and  Mr. 
Erskine,  as  follows  :  the  former  being  to  be  tried 
for  treason,  wrote  to  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Erskine, 
the  following  laconic  epistle :  "  I  shall  plead  my 
oum  cause"  To  which  Lord  E.  as  laconically 
replied :  "  You'll  be  hanged  if  you  no."  Mr. 
Thelwall  stood  corrected,  and  therefore  wittily 
enough  rejoined:  "  Then  if  I  do,  FU  be  hanged:^ 
and  wisely  gave  up  so  mad  a  project.  Quakers 
in  time  past  might  be  rudely  treated,  and  I  fear 
were  so,  both  by  the  populace  and  by  Judges,  as 
Mr.  Clarkson  relates  a  case  of  Judge  Glyn ;  but 
in  the  present  day,  I  am  confident  our  Judges 
are  all  as  noble  as  Festus  in  this  particular,  and 
would  not  give  way  to  the  fury  of  any  enemies, 
of  whom  the  Quakers  might  have  to  complain. 
What  indeed  could  be  more  liberal  than  the  re- 
lief afforded  to  Quakers  by  the  Legislature,  in 
actually  receiving  their  affirmation  instead  of 
an  oath ;  an  affirmation  which,  in  further  accom- 
modation to  their  principles,  has  been  so  altered 
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-as  not  even  to  contain  the  sacred  name  of  the 
cDeity  1  Is  it  not  ''most  noble'*  in  the  Legisla- 
tops  of  their  country  and  their  fellow  .subjects, 
to  trust  them  in  diis  manner,  in  compliance  with 
their  religious  principles  ?  Who  could  hav« 
behaved  more  nobly,  more  grandly,  more  tnagna^ 
nimou$ly  to  the  Quakers,  than  our  late  King? 
admitting  them  often  to  his  presence,  and  dis- 
pensing with  all  courtly  ceremonies  to  humour 
their  feelings  ?  But  they  would  never  have  ad- 
dressed a  memorial  to  that  worthy  Monarch,  by 
his  customary  title  of  '^  the  King's.moJ^  JElxcelknt 
Majesty."  I  should  like  to  ask:  them.  Why  not  ? 
iNobody  yet  knows  who  St.  Luke's  TheophUus 
was;  but  if* he  were  only  an  imaginary  being, 
and  styled  **  most  excellent,"  merely  as  a  hmr 
of  God,  (as  the  name  imports  in  Greek)  was  iM>t 
George  III.  generally  regarded  as  a  lover  of  God 
and  a  good  Christian?  Did  the  Spirit  or-"in^ 
ward  light"  ever  move  any  Quakers  to  tell  him 
he  w^s  otherwise,  or  even  incline  them  to  think 
so  ?  I  am  not  disposed  to  take  any  liberties  with 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  but  I  certainly  do  not  see 
why,  in  regard  to  the  Quakers,  George  III.  was 
not  as  excellent  as  any  real  or  imaginary  I%«o* 
pkilus,  and  our  modem  J^dges  as  noble  as  Fe$hu, 
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Upon  the  QuakeTs'  own  principles;    They.mi^ 
cite  JEUhu  as  long  as  they  please,  though  L  think 
Hihu  had  partiality  in  his  head  more /than  ^/Zal^ 
toy:  but  at  all  events,  it  was  a  real  fault  with 
the  Atabiam,  (among  whom  the  book  of  Job  is 
supposed  by  some  to  have  been  written,)  to  use 
JkdUring  titles,  not  as  forms  o(  address,  sanc^ 
tinned  or  established  by  the  laws,  but  for  the 
it&y  purpose  of  obtaining  .8<Hne  favor  or  gratuity, 
9iW^  therefore  in  the  very  spirit  of  low,  merce- 
9t^ry,  abject  flattery--^ the  very  wordin  Hebrew, 
and  its  corresponding  teem  in  Arabic,  signifying 
ac^nirding  to    Castell  and  SchuUens,   cited    by 
Psoikliurst,  ^*  to  call  a  perB<m  by  a  name  that 
does  not  strictly  belong  to  him,  in  compliment 
or  ^ftattery'^    Are  the  -  Quakers  to .  suppose  that 
aaumg  all  their  cimtemporary  countrymen  these 
IB  L none  rmlly  honorable,   no  not  one?    None 
really  noble,. none  reverend,  none  worthy?    To 
discard  titles  so  generally^  muat  imply  thisrr^ 
JHihu  w^s  certainly  no  Quaker,  for  in  Ch.  xxxiv. 
ver.  2^  if  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  he  calls 
those  wise  men,  and  in  ver.  10,  men  of  understand- 
p^,  whom  in  Ch.  xxxii.  9,  he  seems  strongly 
to  intimate,  \ke  did  not  actually  esteem  to  be 
vrise,  or  to  be  very  sound  of  judgment.    He  was 
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no  Quaker^  for  he  seems  to  doubts  Ver.  18,  Cfa« 
xxxiv.  whether  it  could  be  fit  to  say  to  a  King, 
thou  art  wicked,  or  to  Princes,  ye  are  ungodly. 
The  truth  is,  the  Quakers  acknowledge  that 
some  very  high  titles,  as  "  most  excellent,"  and 
"  most  noble,"  may  be  applied  to  persons^  con- 
sistently with  the  Spirit  of  the  Gospel,  if  applied 
properly.  In  refusing  such  titles  therefore,  the 
onus  probandi  lies  upon  them  to  shew,  why  in 
particular  instances  they  may  not  be  proper. 
They  can  discriminate  between  Festus  and  Felix, 
who  held  the  same  office,  but  whom  St.  Paul  did 
not  equally  call  ''  most  noble,"  and  why  thea 
should  titles  be  generally  and  entirely  discarded> 
for  if  there  should  be  many  Felixes  high  in  rank 
or  office,  may  there  not  also  be  many  Festuses  ? 
At  first,  (though  they  soon  became  better  mAn-* 
nered)  the  Quakers  pretty  well  knew  how  to  give 
bad  titles,  though  they  shunned  giving  any  good 
ones.  I  shall  mention  a  few  from  Leslie,  ex- 
tracted from  their  own  writings.  Conjurors, 
Thieves,  Robbers,  Antichrists,  Witches,  Devils,  scar- 
let-coloured Beasts,  Blood-hounds,  Lizards,  Moles^ 
Tinkers,  green-headed  Trumpeters,  Wheel-barrows, 
Gimcracks,  Whirlpools,  Whirligigs,  Moon-cakes, 
Thread-bare  Tatterdemallions,  Serpents,  Vipers,  Mi-, 
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nisters  of  the  Devil,  rafoerdng  Evening  Wolves  and 
Bears,  Devils  incarnate,  Devil-driven,  dungy  Dogs^ 
ShaUoW'heads,  Clamourers,  Apostates.  Modem 
Quakers  are  far  better ;  but  I  think  such  a  selec- 
tion of  bad  titles  bestowed  on  their  adversaries 
and  opponents^  bespeaks  a  radical  defect  in  their 
system  of  belief,  as  exemplified  in  their  earliest 
proceedings,  for  I  am  citing  works  of  more  than 
a  century  old  ♦.    Take  one  or  two  more  in- 

*  I  beg  that  thia  maj  be  attended  to,  for  I  bare  been  accnsed,  bj 
a  very  eminent  and  disting^shed  Quaker,  of  raking  np  and  re?iviog 
thete  things,  merelj  out  of  spite  and  malice.  Fanaticism  is  always 
fte  same ;  I  haye  no  intention  of  making  modern  Quakers  respon-' 
sible  for  the  absurdities  of  the  first  founders  of  the  Sect,  but  as  **  the 
gift  of  the  Holj  Spirit,"  (to  cite  a  modem,  and  I  belie?e  a  living 
Qnaker,)  « is  a  doctrine  on  which  the  Quakers  insist  more  than 
dther  professors  of  the  Christian  name,"  snrelj  we  who  are  not 
<^akers  have  a  right  to  enquire  into  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  regard 
to  Quakers,  whether  ancient  or  modem ;  the  pretensions  being  at 
all  erents  the  same.  The  claim  to  spiritual  influences,  is  aiwajs  a 
▼erj  questionable  claim,  (miracles  bebg  now  at  <m  end,  amongst 
PMtestaats  at  least)  and  the  celebrated  Whitfield,  the  Methodist, 
has  gifren  us  as  good  a  caution  upon  this  head,  perhaps  as  anjr  bodj. 
<'  Alas !  alas !"  sajs  he  in  his  Journal,  **  in  how  many  things  hare  I 
judged  and  acted  wrong !  being  fond  of  Scripture  language,  I  have 
often  used  a  style  too  apostolical,  and  been  too  bitter  in  my  zeal ; 
and  I  find  I  ha?e  frequently  wrote  and  spoke  too  much  in  my  oieii 
tfwU,  when  I  iktmgUf  I  was  writing  and  speaking,  entirely  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Sfirii  of  God."  And  again,  "  Henceforward  SiOan 
transformed  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  and  worked  so  artfully,  that 
VOL.  II.  T 
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stances^  particularly  tke  following  case  of  Mr# 
John  Pennyman^  who  began  to  grow  sick  of 
their  company.  They  bestowed  on  him,  accord- 
ing to  Leslie,  the  following  titles : — Grinning 
^gy  Wldffling  Cur,  the  DemVs  Agent,  the  De^i 
Drudge,  the  DeviFs  Porter,  Vassal  of  Hell,  eurse4 
Serpent,  Bondslave  of  the  Devil,  with  a  hiuadre^ 
such  compliments.  They  even  called  him  '*  vn^ 
clean  nasty  Spirit"  Now,  says  Leslie,  (who  kivew 
him,)  he  is  the  neatest  old  man,  and  the  most 
inoffensive  I  think  I  ever  saw.  See  Vol.  L 
p.  227. 

The  following  invective  by  one  Fisher,  wajt 
directed  against  no  less  a  man  than  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  John  Owen,  Dean  of  Christ  Church., 
"  Thou  Jiery  Fighter  and  green-headed  Trumpeter  i 
thon  Hedge-hog  2Jid  Grinning  Dog;  thoa  Bastard, 
that  tumbled  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Babylonish 
bawd;  thou  Mole;  thou  Tinker;  thou  Lizard; 
thou  Bell  of  no  Mettle  but  the  tone  of  a  Kettle; 
thou  Wheelbarrow;  thou  WJiirligig;  Othou^^e- 
brand;  thou  Adder  and  Scorpion;  thou  Louse; 

I  imagified  the  good  and  not  the  evU  Spirit,  suggested  to  me  all  J.  did !" 
After  this,  who  can  rentare  to  saj  it  is  not  well  to  waleb  tke  work- 
ings of  the  Spirit,  in  those,  "  wha  insist"  npoRits  toflveaees* 
than  others  r 
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thou  Cow-dung:  thou  Moon^caJf:  thcHi  ragged 
Tatterdemallion ;  thou  Judas;  thou  liy^t  in  phU 
losophy  and  logic,  which  are  of  the  Deyil  !** 

Could  the  selfsame  Spirit  that  id  supposed  ta 
have  infonued  Luke  and  Paul  that  Theaphilus 
and Festus were  '^ mos^ excellent'*  and  '' ttios^ noble,* 
have  informed  or  cottvinced  any  of  these  «Sai»^5  or 
Quakers  of  former  days^  that  their  opponents 
were  r^aZ^  Whirligigs  and  Wheelbarrows,  Li- 
zards, Moles,  or  Devila  incarnate  ? 

To  be  sure  the  Quakers  of  those  days,  who 
gave  Uiese  titles  to  th^r  opponents,  were  care- 
ful to  assert  that  they  did  not  proceed  from  anger 
or  passion,  but  from  2Lj%ist  and  godly  zeal  against 
deceiyers  and  deceit.  Hudibras  may  answer 
this, 

"  The  Saintfrjuaj  do  the  same  thinj^s,  bjr 
The  Spkii,  in  sincerity, 
Whick  o&er  men  are  tempted  to. 
And  at  the  DemTs  instance  do. 
All  Piety  consists  therein 
With  them,  in  othef  men  aU  Sin," 

To  conclude  this  portion  of  my  work;   the 

Quakers  may  be  rery  worthy  good  people,  quiet 

subjects,  honest,  just  and  charitable,  but  yet  I 

do  not  like  their  ways;  nor  their  passive,  though 

T  2 
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I  would  withhold  no  praise  due  to  their  active 
virtues.  Their  passive  virtues  approach  nearer  to 
vices ;  in  the  refusal  to  pay  tithes^  to  illuminate 
on  nights  of  rejoicing,  &c.  &c.  In  both  in- 
stances, while  Peace  is  in  their  mouths,  they 
wantonly  provoke  strife  and  contention  •.  They 
compel  even  a  Clergyman  to  fight  for  his  dues, 
and  sooner  than  light  a  few  tallow  candles  and 
put  them  in  their  windows,  to  avoid  riot  and 
confusion,  expose  the  lives  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects to  destruction,  and  their  neighbours' 
houses  and  persons  to  the  fury  of  an  irritated 
populace.  How  can  they  pretend,  as  they  do, 
to  cite  in  their  favour,  as  obedient  subjects,  the 
following  strong  passages  :  "  Let  every  soul  be 
subject  unto  the  higher  powers" — (surely  not  to 
their  |)ersows  only  but  their  laws) — "  Put  them  in 
mind  to  obey  Magistrates'' — "  Submit  yourselves 
to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake" — 
*'  As  free,  and  not  using  your  freedom  for  a  cloke 
of  maliciousness/'  Though  this  be  generally 
interpreted  of  persons  in  the  following  passages, 
as  **  of  the  King  as  supreme,"  or  "  Governors," 
&c.  1  Peter  ii.  13, 14.     I  am  much  more  disposed 

*  I  cannot  retract  this  or  expunge  it>  though  admonished  so  to  do. 
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to  render  it,  every  law,  statute,  or  decree,  made 
by  any  civil  Governors.  I  will  venture  to  say  it 
is  so  used  ail  through  the  Old  Testament,  and 
New  Testament  also,  if  we  except  the  very  pas- 
sage which  the  Quakers  quote,  1  Peter  ii.  13. 
and  which  is  generally  referred  to  Magistrates, 
rather  than  to  the  laws  they  have  to  administer. 
Though  Dr.  Doddridge  indeed  paraphrases  it  in 
such  a  way  as  to  include  both,  Beza  expressly 
considers  it  as  referring  to  that  obedience, 
'*  Qu8e  tum  kgibus  tum  magistratibus  debeter," 
and  his  note  is,  Ordinationi,  xtktsi,  id  est,  ro^Ei 
KM  voXirsf^.  The  French,  in  their  translation  at 
the  least,  leave  it  open  to  both,  etablissements 
fmmain,  which  may  express  a  constituted  law  as 
well  as  a  constituted  Magistrate.  "  Whosoever 
resisteth  the  power, ^'  saith  St,  Paul,  "  resisteth 
4he  ordinance  of  God."  I  know  that  two  different 
Greek  words  are  used  to  express  the  term  ordi- 
nance in  the  New  Testament,  but  I  am  confident 
both  of  them  may  imply,  the  passing  of  a  law  or 
ordaining  any  thing  by  a  decree,  as  well  as  the 
appointment  of  Kings,  or  Governors,  and  I  there- 
iore  hold,  that  not  the  persons  only,  but  the 
laws  of  any  suprem^  Governor  or  Governors  in  a 
4itate,  ought  according  to  the  strict  rules  of  Chri^r 
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tianity  to  be  obeyed,  and  that  the  Quakers  there* 
fore  are  not  right  to  resist  such  erdinances,  as.  the 
regular  payment  of  tithes,  for  instance,  in  which 
they  generally  betray  great  obstinacy  and  per- 
yerseness,  for  I  can  scarcely  call  it  by  any  other 
name.  I  shall  quote  against  them  to  this  pur- 
pose, a  passage,  which  I  find  in  a  book  written 
by  one  Friend  Tuke  •,  and  which  was  given  to 
me  by  a  Quaker.  **  In  every  society,  dvil  or 
religious,  submission  is  necessary  to  the  regu- ' 
lations  of  that  society,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
licentiousness  and  confusion  which  would  fol^^- 
low,  if  every  man  acted  upon  his  own  ideas, 
without  any  external  restriction.''  Surely  this 
passage  bears  hard  upon  themselves,  who  in  so 
many  instances  refuse  to  comply  with  th^  regu- 
lations of  that  society,  to  which  as  members  and 
subjects  of  the  state,  they  necessarily  belongs 
and  who  so  pertinaciously  follow  the^r  own  ideas 
in  all  they  do.  The  primitive  Quakers  indeed 
were  less  inconsistent,  for  to  back  their  refusal  of 
tithes,  they  put  forth  z,  declaration,  signed  by  7000, 
abolishing  all  the  laws,  and  anathematising  all  ^ 
law-makers  who  enact  tithes,  the  payers  and  re- 

*  An  admirable  little  book  in  manj  respects,  and  conclusive  I  think 
against  tb«  Cahmuts. 
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them.    ThU  was  in  the  year  1659» 

The  Quakers  I  think  would  be  puzsled  how  to 
act  if  they  were  great  travellers ;  for  as  they 
tefose  h^e  to  uncover  the  head  in  token  of  re^ 
fipect>  in  Turkey  diey  should  uncover  iliem  for 
the  very  same  reeuon,  it  not  being  usual  to  un<- 
4^v«¥  the  head  there  even  in  presence  of  the 
0rand  Seignior. 

The  rise  of  the  Quakers  was  in  a  period  of 
such  anarchy  and  confusion,  that  we  cannot  be 
surprised  to  find  the  original  founders  of  the 
^ect  exceeding  all  bounds  of  sobriety  in  their 
tenets  and  manners  *.  The  following  account  of 
the  changes  that  occurred,  before  the  sect  was 
half  a  century  old,  is  certainly  very  curious* 
^*  At  their  first  setting  ujp,  when  they  were  poor 
^and  beggarly,  it  was  their  constant  theme  to  rail 
•at  Jme  houses,  and  costly  furniture,  particularly 
-against  coachts,  which  they  despised,  as  the  Fox 
did  the  grapes  which  were  out  of  his  reach.  They 
mSiAe  these  the  infallible  marks  oi  pride,  and  of 
4he  world's  people.  No  man  denies  that  pride 
is  a  sift :  and  that  men  may  be  proud  of  these 

*  I  have  been  accused  of  not  attending  to  ftmes  and  drcumskmces — 
«areljr  the  above  passage  is  proof  enougb  to  the  contrary* 
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things.  But  the  Quakers  made  the  hamng  -o{ 
these  things,  or  umg  of  them,  to  be  Pride.  They 
published  a  book  with  this  magnificent  title.  The 
Trumpet  of  the  Lord  blown,  &c.  anno  1655,  which 
begins  thus:  ^*  Wo  unto  you  that  are  called 
Xoitb,  Ladies,  Knights,  Gentlemai  and  Gentiewo^ 
men,  in  respect  to  your  persons — who  are  called 
of  men.  Master  and  Sir,  and  Mistress  and  Madanu 
And  you  must  have  your  wine  and  ale  and  all 
your  daintie  dishes — and  you  have  your  fine  attire, 
silk,  velvet  and  purple,  gold  and  »A?er*-and  you 
have  your  waiting  men  and  waiting  maids  mnder 
you  to  wait  upon  you;  and  your  coaches  to  ride 
in,  and  your  high  and  lofty  horses — and  here  you 
are  Lords  over  your  fellow  creatures,  and  they 
must  bow  and  crouch  to  you— and  you  will  be 
called  Masters  upholding  that  which  Christ  in 
his  doctrine  forbids,  who  saith,  '  Be  ye  not 
called  Masters.'  The  Lord  abhors  all  your  pro« 
fession — ^your  works  are  the  works  of  the  Devil — 
in  your  daintie  dishes — in  your  lofty  horses — in 
your  curious  buildings — in  your  worldly  honour, 
which  is  all  the  fruits  of  the  Devil,  you  are  too 
high  B.ndjine,  and  too  lofty  to  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate,  &c." — "  Yet  now,  (vijs.  less  than  50  years 
afterwards)  none  are  more  high  2^nd  Jtne  than  the 
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Quakers  !  they  have  their  lofty  horses,  yea  verily 
aod  their  coaches  to  boot— their  daintie  dishes,  wait- 
ing men^  8cc.  For  the  case  is  altered,  quoth  P/6u-* 
dm:  they  had  then,  poor  souJs,  none  of  these  ten- 
tatims;  George  Fox  (their  founder)  was  known 
by  the  name  of  the  man  with  the  leathern  breeches : 
but  now  they  are  grovmjlne  and  rampant!  Now 
they  strive  to  outdo  their  neighbours  inj^  houses 
and  furniture.  They  have  got  coaches  too !  ay 
marry!  but  you  must  not  call  them  coaches,  for 
that  is  a  mark  of  the  beast ;  but  as  one  of  them 
said,  when  his  coach  was  objected  to,  as  contrary 
to  their  ancietit  t^timomes,  he  replied,  that  it  was 
not  a  coach,  only  a  leathern  convenience !  Like  the 
traveller  who  told  that  they  had  no  knives  in 
France,  and  being  asked  how  they  cut  their 
meat,  said,  with  a  certain  thing  they  call  a  Cotf- 
temt.'' 

Quakers  for  the  most  part  mean  to  be  inoffen- 
sive, and  many  of  them,  it  is  well  known,  have 
on  trying  occasions  displayed  the  most  exalted 
spirit  of  charity  and  benevolence ;  it  surprises 
me  the  more  to  observe,  that  they  are  not  aware 
of  the  imputations  they  fall  under,  by  leading  a 
life,  which  must  involve  them  in  a  great  deal  of 
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practical  sophistry  *,  for  I  cim  find  no  better 
name  to  give  to  that  course  they  pursue^  of  still 
eyading  (as  in  the  case  just  cited)  any  open  aban- 
donment of  their  rigid  principles.  The  celer 
brated  Dr.  Franklin  has  recorded  some  cases  of 
this  nature^  which  are  very  curious.  He  tells  u$ 
in  his  Letters^  that  in  America  he  had  frequent 
occasion  to  notice  the  sh^ts  made  by  the  Quakers, 
when  applied  to  grant  aids  for  militoiy  purposes. 
Being  once  scdicited  to  agree  to  a  grant  of 
money  to  government  to  buy  gunpowder^  ihey 
would  not  do  it,  because  that  was  an  ingredient 
of  war;  but  they  readily  voted  an  aid  of  3000/. 
to  New  England,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  thje 
Governor,  and  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
br^id,  flour,  wheat,  or  other  grain.  Provii^ion  of 
bread,  flour,  wheat,  not  being  cunongst  the  things 
demanded,  the  Governor  was  advised  not  to  ac- 
cept the  proposal;  but  he  was  shrewd  enough  to 
see  through  their  design,  and  to  comprehend^ 
that  under  the  terms  other  grain,  gunpowder  might 

*  There  is  extant  a  very  corioas  address,  by  the  famous  Mirabeau, 
to  a  deputation  of  Quakers  at  the  bar  of  theNationid  Assembly,  at  Ure 
commencement  of  the  French  Reydntion,  in  which  he  plainly  char^M 
them  with  Tiolating  their  own  principles,  in  the  extreme  care  they  take 
not  to  violate  them. 
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pass^  which  he  accordingly  bought^  and  they 
Beyer  objected  to  it. 

In  Mr,  Ramsay'B  Dictionary  of  Anecdotes, 
where  the  above  story  is  yecited,  another  instance 
is  given  of  their  practical  sophistry. — ^Two  ves- 
sels being  brought  to  an  engagement,  in  one 
of  them  was  a  Quaker,  who  on  the  footing  of  his 
religions  principles  agains.t  war  and  fighting, 
withstood  every  solicitation  to  lend  an  hand, 
though  the  enemy  all  the  time  was  pouring  in  his 
shot  with  the  most  fatal  effect ;  but  the  French 
having  attempted  to  board,  the  Quaker  very 
<x)olly  and  deliberately  went  up  to  the  first  man 
who  leaped  on  deck,  and  taking  him  by  the  col- 
lar, said,  "  Friend,  thou  hast  no  business  here,'' 
and  immediately  shoved  him  over  the  ship's 
side. 

Bishop  Pcurker  tells  the  following  story ;  that 
they  not  only  met  the  oftener  because  they 
thought  tibey  vf  ere  forbidden  to  meet  by  stat.  36th 
Elizabeth,  but  that  a  large  assembly  of  them,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  having  protracted  their 
sitting  to  a  very  long  and  tedious  period,  could 
not  be  prevailed  with  to  break  up  till  a  merry 
wag  thought  of  this  stratagem ;  he  caused  it  to 
be  proclaimed  in  the  King's  name,  "  that  no  one 
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shoald  depart  without  his  leave.''  On  hearing  of 
which  they  all  immediately  rose  and  went  away> 
that  it  should  not  be  said  they  paid  obedience  to 
any  man. 

It  is  quite  remarkable  that  persons  who  ap- 
pear to  have  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  integrity^ 
should  submit  to  the  subterfuges  they  occasion- 
ally adopt.  The  following  is  another  story  to 
be  found  in  the  Dictionary  of  Anecdotes.  A 
Quaker  refused  to  pay,  according  to  the  custom 
of  his  sect,  the  dues  of  the  Minister  of  the  pa- 
rish ;  the  latter  forbore  to  proceed  to  extremities 
till  he  was  compelled  by  the  remonstrances  of 
the  other  parishioners,  who  refused  to  pay  any 
more  tithes  unless  the  Quaker  psdd  his.  Before 
however  the  Clergyman  had  recourse  to  compul* 
sory  means,  he  invited  the  Quaker  to  dinner^ 
who  knowing  the  temper  of  the  parish,  took  firom 
his  pocket,  after  dinner,  a  bank  note,  saying, 
•'  Take  that  is  thy  due.*'  The  Minister  offering 
the  balance  above  the  amount  of  his  tithes,  the 
Quaker  refused,  adding,  '*  thy  meat-offering  and 
drink-offering  were  very  good,  and  therefore  it  is 
but  just  that  thou  shouldest  he  paid  for  the  same** 
The  Minister  took  the  hint,  and  by  adopting  the 
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same  method  annually^  never  had  any  further 
altercation  with  him*. 

*  It  has  been  intimated  to  me,  through  mj  poblishers,  that  none  of 
these  statements  are  trae.  I  have  given  my  authorities,  and  to  saj 
that  I  look  opon  them  as  mere  fabrications,  would  be  to  acknowledge 
more  than  I  feel.  I  have  personally  witnessed  cases  not  far  different , 
yet  I  do  not  wish  to  be  thought  to  bring  them  forward  iUiberallj  or 
bsaltinglj — far  from  it — many  Quakers,  I  can  easily  believe,  are  at 
this  moment  living  examples  of  every  Christian  virtue ;  but  yet  it 
ought  to  be  acknowledged,  that  on  the  score  of  their  singularities,  in 
dress,  speech,  and  abstinence  from  all  worldly  amusements  and  en- 
joyments, they  are,  at  the  same  time,  living  satires  on  all  other  sects 
of  Christians,  who  are  in  no  manner  bound  to  submit  to  such  reflec- 
ti«i8  on  their  general  conduct*  If  the  Quakers  are  right,  how  many 
^ther  professed  Christians  must  be  egregiously  wrong ! 
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I  WILL  freely  confess  that  when  I  began  this 
work,  I  had  so  little  design  of  writing  about 
Wig$,  that  if  any  body  had  told  me,  I  should 
come  to  them  in  the  course  of  my  lucubrations, 
I  should  not  have  believed  him.  And  now,  if  it 
should  appear  to  any  of  my  readers  to  be  altoge- 
ther an  unwarrantable  digression,  totally  uncon- 
nected with  what  has  gone  before,  I  am  willing 
to  stand  engaged  to  return  them  such  a  propor- 
tion of  their  purchase  money,  (for  having  been 
seduced  into  the  trouble  of  reading  it,)  as  th^ 
precise  quantity  of  the  section  may  be  judged  to 
be  worth,  in  comparison  with  the  total  amount 
of  pages  and  sections  of  which  the  work  at  large 
may  consist.  As  new  ideas  arise,  I  cannot  help 
pursuing  them,  and  not  having  persons  con- 
stantly at  my  elbow  to  talk  to  about  them,  I  do 
as  Montaigne  did,  I  talk  to  my  paper.  Wigs  are 
now  reduced  in  this  kingdom,  to  mere  nuo'ks  of 
distinction  ;  our  Bishops  and  our  Judges  are  almost 
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the  onfy  persons  who  wear  them ;  except  the 
Barristers  when  attending  our  Courts  of  Law, 
who  only  huddle  them  on  over  their  own  hair, 
80  as  to  make  them  look  for  all  the  world  like 
the  beperiwigged  chimney-sweeps,  that  we  see 
about  the  streets  on  May-day.  To  our  Bishops 
and  Judges  however  they  continue,  if  I  may  so 
say,  apprc^riate  marks  of  dignity,  gravity,  and 
importance.  The  wonder  is,  that  this  should  be 
so,  considering  the  history  of  Wigs.  In  former 
<biyB,  so  little  were  they  tought  to  be  the  em- 
blems of  gravky  and  dignity,  that  the  primitive 
Quakers  seem  to  have  found  less  to  object  against 
titles  than  against  Wigs.  They  tried  to  put  them 
down,  by  inveighing  against  them  both  in  prose 
and  verse,  in  terms  sometimes  too  indecorous 
and  sometimes  too  indelicate  to  be  repeated. 
They  contended  that  "  the  Prophet  Elisha  likely 
had  no  Wig,  when  Bethel-boys  cried  bald  Pate." 
They  would  not  "  believe  that  Peter  and  Paul 
wore  Wigs,  because  if  they  had,  the  women 
Christians  whom  they  reproved  might  have  re- 
tofted  upon  them  thus.  Was  that  the  cause,  Peter 
and  Paul,  that  you  bad  us  leave  our  locks,  that 
you  and  such  like  might  get  them  to  yourselves 
to  make  periwigs  of?"     They  boasted   "  how 
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John  Milliner  (an  odd  name)  a  Friend,  about  Nof* 
thampton^  a  Wig-maker,  left  off  his  trade,  and 
was  made  to  bum  one  in  his  apprentice's  sights 
and  print  against  it     And  that  John  HaU,  a 
gentleman  of  Northumberland,  being  coavineed 
while  sitting  at  a  meeting,  was  so  shakeir  by  tl^ 
Lord's  power,  as  to  pluck  off,  and  cast  away  hi» 
Wig."    Upon  which,  a  celebrated  ccmimentator 
in   after  times  could   not  forbear  exclaiming* 
^'  When  shall  we  see  such  a  power  in  the  Qua* 
kers'  meetings  now  ?  to  see  their  wigs  fly  abou^ 
or  left  for  mops  to  clean  the  house;  and  tbey 
come  out  all  Elisha's?''    They  called  the  Wigw 
wearers,  in  contempt  both  of  the  fashion  smd  Ae 
sect,  counterfeit  Calvinists,  from  **  calvtis,'*  bald — 
(a  sad  pun !)    They  concluded,  that  John  Htm 
had  plainly  no  wig,  not  only  because  **  he  suf- 
fered for  opposing  Preacher's  Pride,"  but  be- 
cause, having  bequeathed  in  his  will,  his  white 
coat  to  one,  and  his  grey  coat  to  another,  he 
said  nothing  about  any  white,  grey,  brown,  or 
even  black  mg.   They  much  admired  the  wisdom 
of  the  American  Indians,  of  whom  it  had  beett 
reported,  that  "  when  they  saw  Captain  Morley 
take  off  his  wig,  they  cried  out  he  had  two  heads.'* 
And  were  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  a  Bishop  ^ 
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at  Exeter  of  those  times^  who  at  his  Visitation 
had  particularly  censured  his  Clergy  for  indulg- 
ing in  the  foppery  of  periwigs.  Nothing  however 
I  think  could  well  surpass  the  following  critical 
slur  upon  Wigs  ;  the  Greek  preposition  veqi,  say 
they,  not  only  signifies  about,  but  (in  composi- 
tion,) a  sort  of  excellency,  as  in  the  term  TnptrofAvi  (!) 
which  means  excellently  cut,  as  well  as  cut  about; 
base  wigs  therefore  can  have  no  right  to  be  called 
j9ertwigs.  This  need  not  however  disturb  our  Bi- 
shops, for  most  of  them  have  wigs  so  excellently 
cot,  as  to  appear  of  the  very  essence  of  peri^ 
wiggism.  How  they  are  to  escape  the  imputa- 
tion of  Calvinism  is  another  question.  The  pri- 
mitive Quakers  seem  to  have  supposed  that  all 
the  men's  wigs  were  made  of  women's  hair^  and 
that  they  of  course  bespoke  not  only  foppery, 
but  extreme  effeminacy.  **  Women's  hairs  on 
men's  head^,"  say  they,  **  swarm  like  one  of 
Egypt's  plagues,  and  creep  in  too  much  upon 
and  among  Christians  ;"  periwigs  of  a  light  co- 
lour were  it  seems  the  fashion,  which  gave  ground 
for  this  suspicion.  It  was  against  such  in  par- 
ticular that  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  inveighed  as 
they  would  have  us  understand,  and  it  was  on 
the  same  ground  they  entertained  the  odd  idea 
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of  the  Christian  women  retaliating  upon  Peter 
and  Paul. 

The  naoner  of  this  age  unmannerlj 

Is,  Man  anmanning  Women's  hair  to  bay 

Dub  Poles  and  JoUs,  Dame  Venns'  Knights  to  be, 

I  need  not  cite  any  more  of  these  elegant 
yerses,  as  they  are  all  of  a  piece^  and  a  anudl 
taste  may  serve  to  give  you  the  flavor  of  the 
whole,  whioh  is  bad  enough  at  best ;  they  are 
merely  brought  forward  to  prove  the  grounds  of 
their  objection  to  l^ht  coloured  wigs. 

But  they  had  other  objections  to  wigs — 
namely,  that  being  composed  of  false  hair,  or 
hair  pot  natural  to  the  owner,  they  argued  a 
want  of  sincerity,  and  disposition  to  deceive.  For 
this,  say  they,  the  heathen  may  rise  up  against  U8» 
for  an  ambassador  coming  before  a  senate  with 
false  hair,  a  grave  senator  said,  "  What  credit  is 
to  be  had  to  him  whose  very  locks  do  lie  ?"  and 
Philip  King  of  Macedon  put  one  of  his  courtiers 
out  of  his  office,  because  he  wore  hair  of  another 
colour  than  natural,  saying,  **  he  would  not  be 
true  to  the  public  that  was  treacherous  to  his 
own  hairs." 
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Now,  wigs  adopted  for  the  mere  0ak^  of  dw^ 
tinctum  tell  no  lies.  A  Bishop's  wig  i^  meant  to 
shew  that  the  person  wearing  it  i^  a  Bishop,  atid 
it' does  so;  effectually  enough  of  all  copsdence, 
in  these  umoigg^h  times.  And  as  it  is  re<^afred 
that  d  Bishop  should  be  above  thirty  years  of  age, 
the  wig  is  admirably  calculated  to  proVe  this 
also  ;  that  is,  to  make  any  man.  Bishops  ot  not^ 
appear  not  only  as  much,  or  more,  but  even  I 
think  much  more,  than  thirty  years  of  age !— ^As 
to  the  Judge's  wig,  there  is  no  deception  in  th<at^ 
It  is  now  at  least,  if  not  (like  the  paiiited  bodies 
of  our  British  ancestors,)  originally,  meant  fov 
^ct :  I  speak  of  his  full-bottomed  wig.  His  other 
wigs,  tie,  and  bob,  (for  so  I  think  tfaey  are  called^) 
are  only  intended  to  denote  gravity  and  dignity. 
But  his  full-bottomed  wig,  especially  with  a 
black  cap  upon  it,  is  certainly  enough  to  frighten 
any  body  out  of  his  wits. 

The  primitive  Quakers  thoftrght  a  comrmi;  wig 
so  preposterous,  that  they  speak  of  it  as? "  apt  to 
i^Bright  a  child  uni^tsed  to  it,  like  the  hori^kl  and 
hideous  head  of  a  snak^hair-tmsted  gorgon,  eft 
cristed  Bellona,  as  Homer  says  Hector  did  his 
son  with  his  horse-mftoed  helmet."  Were  thiB 
all  true,  I  should  stiH  wi6h  the  Judge's  wig  t^ 
u2 
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have  something  terrific  in  it.  Our  modem  Judges 
have  nothing  so  terrific  in  their  private  or  public 
characters,  as  necessarily  to  appal  the  culprits 
who  are  brought  before  them.  If  their  snake* 
hair-twisted  wigs,  were  but  capable  of  petrifying 
into  a  lasting  silence,  some  of  the  Radicals  and 
Atheists  who  have  of  late  years  only  appeared 
before  them  for  the  express  purpose  of  insulting 
their  authority,  or  exhausting  their  patience,  all 
right-minded  Englishmen  would  I  believe  most 
heartily  rejoice;  that  their  wigs  have  however 
an  effect  similar  to  that  of  the  horse-maned  hel- 
met of  the  Trojan  Prince,  I  have  seen  enough  to 
convince  me,  and  am  therefore  an  advocate  for 
its  not  being  laid  aside.  I  once  knew  a  particu- 
larly amiable  and  good-natured  Judge,  who  was 
so  notoriously  fond  of  children,  that  on  his  cir- 
cuits, during  the  few  hours  of  rest  and  relaxa- 
tion he  could  enjoy,  if  he  had  acquaintance  in 
the  place,  he  would  send  for  their  little  children 
to  prattle  to  him.  Upon  such  occasions  I  have 
seen  them  talking  to  him,  and  playing  around 
him  with  as  much  freedom  as  in  their  nursery, 
till  the  time  came  for  him  to  return  to  Court; 
but  the  moment  his  attendants  had  robed  him 
and  put  on  his  great  wig,  their  gambols  ceased. 
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and  their  familiarities  were  at  an  end.  I  am 
confident  therefore  that  the  Judge's  wig  adds 
solemnity  to  the  awful  scenes  in  which  he  is 
continually  engaged  ;  while  the  more  it  is  out  of 
fashion  the  better. 

"  Men  are  not  equal,  and  'tis  meet  and  right. 
That  robes  and  titles  oar  respect  excite  ; 
Order  requires  it ;  His  by  valgar  pride. 
That  sach  regard  is  censored  and  denied." 

Grabbe. 

It  is  the  same  indeed  with  the-  Bishop's  wig ; 
the  less  common  it  is^  the  more  it  adds  to  the 
peculiarity  of  their  appearance,  and  though  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  it  is  the  best  personal 
distinction  that  might  now  be  devised,  I  am 
convinced  nobody  will  place  it  to  the  account  of 
foppery  or  effeminacy,  which  might  of  course  be 
otherwise,  if  boys  at  school,  and  under  gradu- 
ates in  the  Universities  wore  wigs,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  days  of  Terra-fHius,  about  a  century 
ago.  "  No  sooner,"  says  he,  in  his  Address  to 
Gentlemen  SchooUboys,  "  do  you  shake  off  the 
authority  of  the  Birch,  but  you  affect  to  distin- 
guish yourselves  from  your  dirty  school-fellows 
by  a  new  suit  of  drugget,  a  pair  of  prim  ruffles^  a 
new  BOB-WIG,  and  a  brazen  hilted  sword ;  in  which 
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tawdry  manner  you  strut  about  town  for  a  week 
or  two^  before  you  go  to  College" 

In  the  admirable  History  of  Tom  Jon^,  speak- 
ifig  of  the  blind  passion  of  love,  as  preyailing 
amongst  girk  and  boys,  the  periwig-maker  is 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  most  important  person- 
ages concerned  in  the  outward  decoration  of  the 
latter! 

There  is  perhaps  more  foppery  in  the  Bishop's 
short  cassock,  if  the  truth  were  known,  than  in  his 
wig,  though  at  presfent  it  certainly  is  not  so  re- 
garded. But  I  repiember  an  old  Prelate^  who 
used  to  call  it  B^jockey-dress,  and  possibly  it  was 
only  the  full  cassock  shortened  for  riding,  when 
coadies  were  less  in  use  ;  for  at  such  time,  the 
Judges  had  i^hort  gowns,  to  ride  on  their  circuits  ; 
one  of  which  I  am  old  enough  to  h^ve  $een,  and 
shall  never  forget  begging  to  bp  permitted  to 
advise  the  Judge  who  wq^e  it,  ?iever  to  wear  it 
again,  fpr  it  was  certaiply  the  most  absurd  robe 
I  ever  saw ;  jthough  still  better  perhaps  than  the 
no  robe  at  all,  of  modem  Republican  Judges,  ons 
of  whom  (in  America)  has  been  very  iMely  de-^ 
scribed,  as  coming  into  Court  in  his  mo^t  cnrdi- 
nary  apparel,  taking  his  9eat  on  the  beach  with 
a  segar  in  his  mouth  ;  as  the  Court  grew  warm 
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taking  off  his  coat,  and  as  it  grew  hot,  even  his 
waistcoat  also  ! 

I  have  endeavoured  to  shew  that  the  few  wigs 
that  remain  among  us,  {ostensibly,)  are  clear  of 
two  great  faults  attributed  to  wigs  ty  the  primi- 
tive Quakers,/oppery  and  deception;  the  Bishop's 
wig  is  intended  to  cry  Bishop,  and  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  it  certainly  does  so.  The 
Judge's  wig  is  meant  to  make  him  look  both 
grave  and  formidable,  and  it  has  that  effect. 
The  Speaker's  wig  is  meant  to  give  him  weight 
and  authority,  but  it  is  only  worn  occasionally. 
The  Speaker  is  no  longer  of  necessity  a  Cahimst, 
as:the  Bishops  and  Judges  are,  in  Quaker  lan- 
guage. Neither  are  the  Barristers  or  Civilians 
in  general  Calvinists;  commonly  they  have  a  good 
quantity  of  natural  locks  under  their  perched^ 
tie  wigs,  and  foppery  being  out  of  the  question, 
the  only  deception  they  seem  from  appearances  to 
aim  at,  is  that  of  being  taken  for  monkies  or  ba- 
.  boons,  instead  of  men.  But  there  may  be  wigs 
in  existence  amongst  us,  (I  don't  say  there  are) 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  defend  from  either 
of  the  two  Quaker  charges,  of  foppery  or  deception* 
If  for  instance,  any  persons,  male  or  female,  of  a 
certain  age,  should  part  with  their  natural  locks. 
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to  supply  their  place  with  younger-looking  hair ; 
if,  as  Martial  says,  some  of  our  old  White  Swam 
should  suddenly  appear  in  the  world  as  Black 
Crows,  there  would  certainly  be  in  such  meta- 
morphoses both  foppery  and  deception ;  or  rather 
complete  foppery  and  attempted  deception;  for 
to  any  such  we  might  surely  say  as  Martial  does 
to  Lentinus  upon  his  falsely  colouring  his  hair, 
(which  is  much  the  same  as  false  ringlets,) 

'*  Non  ommet  fiUis ;  icit  te  Proierpuia  otnum : 
Peraooam  eapiti  detrahet  iUa  too." 

Flaxen  or  auburn,  or  brown  wigs,  will  set  none 
at  a  greater  distance  from  the  graye  than  they 
really  are ;  they  will  fill  up  no  wrinkles,  steady 
no  tottering  limbs,  re-animate  no  hiding  eyes. 
Surely  it  would  be  wiser  in  such  persons,  either 
to  be  content  with  Solomon's  crown  of  glory,  if 
they  have  it,  or  if  they  should  be  disposed  to 
part  with  it,  still  to  pretend  to  haye  it,  rather 
than  to  wear  a  fooFs-cap,  or  the  daw's  borrowed 
feathers  instead.  By  the  laws  of  the  Mahome- 
tans, the  use  of  false  hair  is  absolutely  proscribed, 
but  especially  to  hide  the  approaches  or  marks  of 
old  age  in  women.  Which  is  well  enough ;  be- 
cause in  regard  to  such  wigs,  ladies  have  an  ad- 
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Tantage  over  gentlemen^  having  (commonly)  less 
tell-tale  chins. 

**  Cana  est  harha  tibi :  mgra  est  copm  :  tingere  barbam 
Mod  potes,  haec  causa  est :  sed  potes,  Ole,  comam," 

What  an  advantage  the  Irish  would  have  if 
tiiey  could  find  the  "  Fountayne"  in  Ulster,  of 
which  Gyraldus  Cambrenm  writes,  who  is  thus 
cited  by  the  curious  author  of  the  description 
of  that  country  in  Hollinshed !     "  Touching  the 
estraunge  Welles  that  be  in  Ireland,  I  purpose 
to  speake  little  more  than  that  which  I  find^  in 
Cambriense,  whose  wordes  I  wyll  Englishe,  as 
they  are  latined  in  his  booke.    There  is,  sayth 
he,  a  Well  in  Motmster,  with  the  water  of  which 
if  any  be  washt,  he  becommeth  foorthwith  hoare. 
I  have  scene  a  man  that  had  one  halfe  of  his  bearde, 
being  dyed  with  that  water,  hotwe,  the  other 
halfe  unwasht  was  brown,  remayning  still  in  his 
naturall  colour.     Contrary  wyse,  there  is  a  JPotin* 
tuyne  in  the  further  edge  of  Ulster,  and  if  one 
be  bathed  therewith,  he  shal  not  become  hoare, 
in  which  Well  such  as  loath  grayheares  are  accus- 
tomed to  diveJ^    Surely  the  Irish  are  great  sim- 
pletons not  to  endeavour  to  revive  this  "  Foun- 
tmn"  if  it  be  only  lost  by  accident     What  a 
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rival  to  our  City  of  Bath  might  they  not  nkse 
upon  the  spot !    But  to  return. 

Our  Calvudsts  or  bald  pates,  have  never  I  think 
arrived  at  such  a  pitch  of  foppery  or  deception,  as 
the  Epigrammist  records  of  his  countrymen — 

MeDtiris  fictos  ongaento  Pkodbe  ci^Olos, 
Et  tegi  tar  ptcfiff  sordida  calva  cowut, 
Tonsorem  capiti  oon  est  adhibere  necessum  ; 
Ra4ere  te  melkis  Spomgia,  Pbcebe,  potest. 

That  is,  the  bald-headed  Romans  used  to  bsswe 
their  pates  absohitely  itained  or  painted  in  kne$ 
or  streaks  to  imitate  hairs;  of  course,  they  were 
never  made  to  resemble  white  or  gr^  hairs  ;  a 
sponge,  says  the  witty  poet,  would  serve  for  such 
better  than  a  Barber.  This  painting  of  PMs  at 
Rome  would  almost  appear  to  have  suggested  to 
our  English  Barbers  the  painting  of  those  long 
poles,  which  though  no  more  to  be  seen  in  Lon- 
don, are  Btill  used  to  designate  the  Barber^s  shop 
in  our  country  villages.  Formerly  they  were 
covered  wifli  ribbons;  but  are  now  painted  in 
stripes  and  bands,  to  imitate  them.  Who  knows 
but  I  may  have  been  happy  enough  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  a  new  fashion  amongst  us  ? — or  if 
wigs  should  be  preferred,  you  shall  have  the  pat- 
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tern  (^  the  Emperor  Cormnodus's.  It  was  pow* 
dared,  Lampridius  tdls  us,  with  scrapings  of 
gold,  and  pomatumed  with  glutinous  perfumes 
to  keep  the  powder  in ! 

When  wigs  were  so  generally  worn  as^o  ex- 
tend to  Schoolboys,  and  Colkgians,  the  world  must 
have  exhibited,  I  think,  one  of  the  oddest  scenes 
of  confusion  that  could  be  conceived ;  the  young 
must  have  consented  to  look  old,  while  the  old 
must  have  been  excused  for  looking  young.    To 
^qplain  this,  it  should  be  observed  that  the  wigs 
most  in  repute  appear  to  have  been  gr^  or  white 
wigs.    The  browns  and  the  blaclu  were  the  cos- 
tume only  of  slavens,  plebeians,  comUry-bumpkim, 
8cc.  &c.    *'  Prithee  Dick  lets  burn  this  d— Hoi'd 
brown  vng  of  thine^  and  get  thee  a  little  more 
linen,*^is  the  expressicm .  rerrvB^/Kiti^  puts  into 
Ihe  tnouths  of  his  young  Collegians,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  make  a  coxcomb  of  one  of  their 
too-plodding  companions.    Flaxen  wigs  were  also 
much  in  vogue.  "  The  greatest  Beau  at  our  next 
Country  Sessions  was  dressed  in  a  most  mon- 
strous flaxen  periwig,  that  was  made  in  King 
William's  reign.''    Spectator,  No.  129.— Take 
the  description  of  an  Oxford  Gentleman  Com- 
moner Dandy  of  those  days.     "  When  he  walks 
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the  streets  he  is  easily  distinguished  by  a  stiff 
silk  gown,  which  rustles  in  the  wind,  as  he  stmts 
along;  ^flaxen  tie-wig;  a  broad  bully^cocked 
hat,  or  a  square  cap  of  above  twice  the  usual  size; 
white  stockings,  thin  Spanish  leather  shoes;  his 
deaths  lined  with  tawdry  silk,  and  his  shirt  ruf- 
fled down  the  bosom  as  well  as  at  the  wrists.  He 
has  a  delicate  jaunt  in  his  gait,  and  smells  very 
philosophically  of  essence." 

But  the  same  learned  author  gives  us  an  exact 
account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Oxford  Dan- 
cfyism  in  his  days,  which  as  it  includes  some  ac- 
count of  wigs,  may  fairly  enough  be  transcribed 
here.  **  I  have  observed  a  great  many  of  these 
transitory  fopUngs,  who  came  to  the  University 
with  their  fathers,  (rusty,  old  country  fiurmers,) 
in  linsey-woolsey  coats,  g;reasy  sun-burnt  heads  of 
hair,  clouted  shoes,  yam  stockings,  flapping  hats, 
with  silver  hat-bands,  and  long  muslin  neckcloths, 
run  with  red  at  the  bottom :  a  month  or  tioo  after- 
wards I  have  met  them  with  bob-wigs,  and  new 
shoes,  Oxford  cut;  a  month  or  two  more  after  this, 
they  appeared  in  drugget  chaths  wad  worsted  stock- 
ings; then  in  tie-wigs  and  ruffles;  and  then  in 
silk-goums;  till  by  degrees  they  were  metamor- 
phosed into  complete  smarts,  and  damned  the 
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old  country -putts,  their  fathers,  with  twenty  fop- 
pish airs  and  gesticulations." 

So  much  for  these  Jlaxen-wigged  youngsters. 
Where  the  jlaxen  hair  came  from  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say,  but  grey  or  white  could  in  its  purity 
(for  I  believe  they  had  methods  ot  bleaching  hair) 
have  come  only  from  the  heads  of  the  aged,  and 
yet  these  sorts  of  hair  are  not  only  known  to 
have  been  most  in  request  amongst  the  peruke* 
makers,  but  to  have  sometimes  sold  so  high  as 
for  five  pounds  the  ounce !  What  a  rare  time 
for  old  bachelors  and  dowagers,  &c. :  they  might, 
by  selling  their  old  locks,  and  only  consenting 
to  take  black  or  brown  instead,  have  become 
young  again,  and  richer  at  the  same  time. 

In  case  wigs  should  ever  again  become  a  gene- 
ral fashion,  I  deem  it  proper  to  give  this  hint, 
that  people  would  do  well  to  live  temperately, 
who  may  have  any  hair  to  part  with ;  the  old 
wig-makers  having  made  objections  to  the  hair 
of  drunkards,  and  in  their  purchases  constantly 
refused  to  give  so  high  a  price  for  it,  as  for  the 
locks  of  a  sober  man,  or  milk-sop. 

It  may  be  something  curious  to  know  how  the 
u;tg-makers  managed  to  form  one  uniform  wig, 
bob,  tie,  or  full  bottomed,  out  of  a  variety  of 
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raw  materialSy  some  hairs  being  known  to  be 
far  more  yielding  and  curlabk  than  others.  I 
happen  to  have  the  receipt  by  me,  from  which 
it  appears  that  after  baying  picked  and  sorted 
the  hair,  and  disposed  it  in  parcels,  according 
to  their  lengths,  they  rolled  them  up,  and  tied 
them  tight  down,  upon  little  cylindrical  instm- 
ments,  either  of  wood  or  earthen  ware,  and  hol- 
lowed a  little  in  the  middle;  in  which  state  Ihey 
were  put  into  a  pot  over  th%  Jire,  there  to  boil  for 
about  two  hours.  When  taken  out  they  let  them 
dry ;  and  when  dried,  spread  them  on  a  sheet  of 
brown  paper,  and  coyered  them  with  another, 
and  sent  them  to  ihe  pastry-cook!  who  making  a 
cnist  or  coffin  around  them  of  oommour  paste,  set 
them  in  his  oven,  till  the  crust  was  about  three- 
fourths  baked. — It  must  have  been  I  think  a  great 
mercy,  if,  living  in  those  times,  nobody  got  a 
wig  pie,  or  wig  patties,  sent  home  to  them  for 
dinner  by  mistake !  It  is  upon  record  indeed, 
that  some  sad  wig  mistakes  did  arise,  though  not 
in  the  pie,  patty,  or  pudding  way.  One  in  par- 
ticular at  Oxford;  where  ?ifat  Alderman  having 
received  from  his  barber  a  thin  Physicians  wig, 
appeared  so  bloated  to  his  wife  and  family,  as  to 
be  persuaded,  instead  of  a  common  airing,  to 
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drive  to  the  very  Physician  whose  wig  he  had 
put  on  by  mistake,  for  advice.  But  when  he  got 
to  the  door,  the  Physician  could  not  be  seen» 
In  fact,  he  had  by  the  same  blunder,  put  on  the 
fat  Alderman's  wig,  and  so  reduced  his  previ- 
ously cadaverous  and  skeleton  countenance,  as 
to  be  absolutely  frightened  into  bed,  with  a  con- 
sumption. Fortunately  before  either  of  them 
diedy  (which  from  the  fright  they  were  in,  might 
have  happened,  nobody  knows  how  soon,)  the 
barber  discovered  his  mistake,  exchanged  the 
wigs,  and  restored  both  patients  to  perfect  health 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  A  witty  poet  told 
the  story  in  a  song,  which  if  I  could  add  to  this 
section  upon  wigs,  I  would,  but  it  is  lost  and 
gone.    I  remember  the  burden  of  it  was, 

'*  The  Barber  haa  bit  off  their  caae  to  a  Aotr." 

I  am  afraid  I  do  not  write  with  much  regu- 
larity, and  may  be  thought  to  hurry  my  reader 
from  pillar  to  post,  and  from  post  to  pillar,  with 
too  little  ceremony.  Had  I  been  more  attentive 
to  order,  I  ought  certainly  not  to  have  written  so 
much  about  periwigs,  without  giving  the  deri- 
vation of  the  term,  which  is  as  follows  ; — as  far 
as  regards  the  French  term  Penique  at  least,  be- 
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ing  literally  transcribed  from  that  eminent  critic 
Menage — the  Latin  Pilus  (hair)  being  the  root. 
Pi/us,  pelns,  peluinn,  peluticns,  pelutic^i,  perutica, 
perucB.,  peruqne,  peruke,  periwig ! 

What  a  treasure  this  would  have  been  for  the 
author  of  the  Pugna  Porcorum  to  have  stumbled 
upon,  while  he  was  composing  that  wonderful 
dishofP's*! 

Who  would  think  that  the  elegant  €md  inte- 
resting Mary  Queen  of  Scots  wore  a  periwig  ? 

*  Another  P  might  he  added  from  HalFs  Satires,  quoted  bj  Arch- 
deacon Narea,  in  his  doaaary. 

**  His  bonnet  reil'd,  ere  erer  he  could  thmke, 
Th*  onnily  wind  blew  off  his  PtrimiMke" 

Hall  has  need  another  term  for  Wig,  which  seems  to  hare  pnczled 
the  learned  Glossarist  referred  to :  speaking  of  a  Courtier,  who,  am 
palling  off  his  hat,  had  his  wig  blown  off,  he  says, 

*'  He  lights  and  runs,  and  quickly  hath  him  sped. 
To  overtake  his  over-running  head. 
The  sportfoUe  winde,  to  mocke  the  headlesse  man. 
Tosses  apace  his  pitched  BogerioH." 

As  in  another  part  of  the  Glossary  we  find  the  term  Gregorian  used 
for  a  wig,  and  well  explained,  as  derived  from  a  celebrated  barber, 
I  should  incline  to  suspect  that  the  term  used  by  Hall,  (though  only 
by  him  as  it  would  seem)  might  have  a  similar  origin.  It  is  singular 
enough,  that  mutgramnuOkaUy,  the  two  terms  are  very  nearly  the 
same. 
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yet  so  it  would  certainly  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing letter  of  KnoUys  to  Cecil,  just  published  in 
Chalmers's  Life  of  that  ill-fated,  and  ill-treated 
Princess.  **  So  that  now  here  are  six  waiting 
women,  although  none  of  reputation,  but  Mis- 
tress Mary  Seaton,  who  is  praised  by  this  Queen 
to  be  the  finest  busker,  that  is  to  say,  the  finest 
dresser  of  a  woman's  head  of  hair,  that  is  to  be 
seen  in  any  country :  whereof  we  have  seen  di- 
vers experiences,  since  her  coming  hither :  and 
among  other  prettie  devices,  yesterday,  and  this 
day,  she  did  set  such  a  curled  hair  upon  the 
Queen,  that  was  said  to  be  a  Pebewyke,  that 
showed  very  delicately;  and  every  other  day, 
she  hath  a  new  device  of  head  dressing,  without 
any  cost,  and  yet  setteth  forth  a  woman  gaylie 
well." 

This  Perewyke  of  Mary's  I  conceive  to  have 
been  mere  ringlets  of  false  hair,  for  we  know  that 
it  was  the  fashion  of  those  days,  to  wear  bor- 
rowed locks,  and  of  different  colours.  Mary's 
own  hair  was  black. 

Hentzner,  describing  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  he 
saw  her  going  to  Chapel,  says,  '*  she  vfore  false 
hair,  and  that  red."    The  ladies  in  those  days 
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absolutely  canied  the  grayes  to  be  violated  to 
dbtain  the  hair  of  the  dead,  and  inveigled  chil* 
dren,  who  had  fine  hair,  to  secret  places,  to  rob 
them  of  their  locks.  They  also  d^ed  their  hair 
of  various  colours^  but  particularly  of  a  sancfy  co^ 
lour,  in  compliment  to  the  Queen,  whose  natural 
lockft  were  of  that  tint.  In  men  red  hairs  beto- 
kened treachery,  and  wigs  were  often  adopted 
expressly  to  conceal  such  Judas-csAoxaed,  and 
Cotn-coloured  appurtenances,  as  it  was  usual  ta 
call  diem. 

We  are  told  by  St  Gregory,  that  women  in  his 
time  dressed  their  heads  extremely  high ;  envi- 
roning them  with  niany  tresses  of  false  hair,  dis<- 
posedin  knots  and  buckles,  so  as  to  resemble  a 
regular  fortification.  Indeed,  before  his  time^ 
Juvenal,  describing  the  dress  of  a  Roman  Utdy> 
tells  us  that 

"  With  carls  on  curls,  like  diffVeni  stories,  rise 
Her  towering  locks,  a  stractare  to  the  skies.*' 

Josephus  reports,  that  the  Jewish  ladies  pow- 
dered their  hair  with  gold  dust:  a  fashion  that 
was  carried  from  Asia  to  Rome,  and  from  the 
adoption  of  which  the  hair  of  the  Emperor  Com-> 
modus  is  said  to  have  become  so  bright,  that 
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whbii  tinj  gun  stione  upon  it^  his  head  a|^6ared 
aSifonfiire. 

The  yeat  V62d  is  redkoned  the  ejpodia  of  ii^g 
piBtukes^  at  which  tinfe  it  is  swl  they  began  tb 
appear  il  Paris,  land  from  thence  to  spireaM  orer 
the  y^^t  of  &iirope.  Th^  ^^ntnd  use  of  i/faem  h«s 
beefe  iscrib^d  to  acatee  ivfcfeii  we  shadi  fotbettr 
t6  ifiehtioA,  and  Whi(^  has  ittwayil}  been  qu^9-> 
tiOfted,  bttt  tindotibtedly  the  fitiiion,  mtbokt 
B6tcie  |)articuiat  bau^e,  ^ee^6  etceediili|iy  iinao^ 
cbtthtable  and  ptepdst^tou^.  the  extent  to  \irhie1i 
il#a8  carried  ih  thfe  titife  df  LfeWiS  XlV.  is  #elt 
kftoWn  frdln  the  pifetMt^  ^f  th«tt  Mohatth,  hfe 
edutt,  his  cotltem]^tUrred,  kud  ^dtt  the  j^^Hgta^- 
tehdie  bf  th^  ciistotii  aMong&t  hid  immediate, 
Adttgh  not  rettidte  rfa(5c^fe6Tfs*  iPet^t  the  'Pim 
iMtddtiAtA  wigs  into  Ru^i^ia,  and  frotn  the  pie^ 
tnre  of  hiM,  in  the  gall^ty  at  Okfbtd>  t6  namte 
no  others,  he  iseenii^  tO  hUVd  W'om  ft  neU  little 
white  bob*Wig,  exactly  like  tiie  Wig  Of  Ottr  statt^ 
coachmen  (his  Majesty's  attd  others*)  When 
hfe  fcok  to  k  \^g  hiniself,  I  do  not  knOW ;  bttt  till 
he  did  so,  t  do  kno#,  th^t  he  used  t6  idM  6fAtT 
peoples  ijoig^,  k%  the  following  ^to^^  Will  dhe^. 
Being  at  Dantlic  ill  the  yefct  1719,  he  had  oC6a^ 
dion  to  attend  the  gW^t  ChUrch  there,  m  »6ihe 
x2 
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grand  and  solemn  occasion^  and  was  placed  by 
the  Burgomaster  in  his  own  seat,  which  was  a 
little  raised  above  the  others,  the  Burgomaster 
himself  occupying  a  place  below.  While  all  the 
eyes  of  the  congregation  were  fixed  on  the  Em-; 
peror,  and  he  apparently  listening  to  the  sermon,: 
his  head  growing  cold,  he  stretched  out  his  hand,; 
and  very  deliberately  taking  the  Burgomaster's 
wig  from  his  head,  put  it  upon  his  own — nor  did; 
he  attempt  to  return  it  till  the  service  was  over.; 
The  attendants  of  jthe  Czar  afterwards  explained, 
to  the  city  deputation,  that  the  Emperor  being 
short  of  hair,  was  accustomed  at  home,  fre- 
quently, in  such  manner  to  borrow  the  wig  of 
Prince  Menzicoff,  or  of  any  other  Nobleman,  who 
might  ^%  the  time  happen  to  be  within  Ms  reach. 
So  much  for  Russian  manners  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century ;  had  the  Imperial  Autocrat 
chosen  to  take  the  head  of  any  of  his  subjects,  as 
well  as  the  wig,  or  instead  of  it,  it  was  probably 
quite  as  much  at  his  disposal. 

There  was  once  a  very  curious  trial  as  to  pre- 
cedence,  took  place  at  Paris,  so  applicable  to  tke 
subject  we  are  upon,  and  the  purport  of  my  book, 
as  to  excuse  my  giving  a  report  of  it. 

.CoefFeurs  versus  Perruquiers,  1769,  or  "  the 
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CoefFeurs  de  Dames  agaii^t  the  Corporation  of 
Master  Barbers^  Hair-dressers^  and  Bagnio* 
keepers ;"  as  it  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
trial.  The  latter,  it  should  be  observed,  were 
included  on  account  of  their  generally  dressing 
the  ladies'  hair  after  bathing. 
;  The  pleadings  on  behalf  of  the  Coeffeurs  de 
Dames  were  very  amusing.  It  was  maintained 
that  the  art  of  dressing  ladies'  hair  was  a  liberal 
art,  and  it  was  compared  to  those  of  the  poet^ 
the  painter,  and  the  statuary.  "  By  those  ta- 
lents/' say  they,  "  which  are  peculiar  to  our- 
selves, we  give  new  graces  to  the  beauties  sung 
by  the  poet;  it  is  when  she  comes  from  under 
our  hands,  that  the  painter  and  the  statuary  re- 
present her;  and  if  the  locks  of  Berenice  have 
been  placed  among  the  stars,  who  will  deny  that 
to  attain  this  superior  glory,  she  was  first  in  want 
gf  our  aid  ? 

"A  forehead  more  or  less  open,  a  face  more 
or  less  oval,  require  very  different  modes ;  every 
where  we  must  embellish  nature  or  correct  her 
deficiencies.  It  is  also  necessary  to  conciliate 
with  the  colour  of  the  flesh,  that  of  the  dress 
which  is  to  beautify  it.  This  is  the  art  of  the 
painter;  we  must  seize  with  taste  the  variegated 
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shades ;  we  must  employ  the  ckiaro  oscum,  and 
the  distribution  of  the  shadows^  to  give  mote, 
spirit  to  die  complexion,  and  more  expression  to 
the  graces ;  sometimes  the  whiteness  of  the  skin 
will  be  heightened  by  the  auburn  tint  of  the 
locks ;  and  the  too  lively  splendour  of  the  fair 
will  be  softened  by  the  greyish  cast  m^  which 
we  tinge  the  tresses." 

To  prove  that  their  art  has  claims  to  genius, 
the  Coeffeurs  de  Bames  add,  *'  if  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  hair  and  the  various  colours  we  give 
to  the  locks  do  not  answer  our  intention,  we 
have  under  our  hands  the  brilliant  treasures  of 
Goleonda.  To  us  belongs  the  happy  disposition 
of  the  diamonds ;  the  placing  the  pearl  pins  and 
the  suspending  of  the  feathers.  The  general  of 
an  army  knows  what  reliance  he  can  make  on  a 
half  moon  (a  term  of  the  then  fashionable  dress) 
placed  in  front ;  he  has  his  engineers,  who  are 
distinguished  by  their  titles ;  and  we,  with  a 
sparkling  cross  advantageously  placed^  know 
how  difficult  it  is  lor  an  enemy  not  to  yield.  It 
is  we  indeed,  who  strengthen  and  extend  the 
empire  of  beauty.** 

After  stating  that  upwards  of  twelve  hundred 
Co^ftursde  Dames  are  established  in  Paris,  the 
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<»ration  thu9  concludes.  **  Some  rigid  censurers 
will  perhaps  say,  that  they  could  do  very  well 
without  us ;  and  that  if  there  were  less  art  and 
Qrnament  at  the  toilettes  of  the  ladies,  things 
would  be  all  for  the  better.  It  is  not  for  as  to 
judge,  if  the  mamsers  of  Sparta  were  preferable 
to  those  of  Athens ;  and  if  the  shepherdess,  who 
gaies  on  herself  in  the  glassy  fountain,  inter- 
weaves some  wild  flowers  in  her  tresses,  and 
ado|ms  herself  with  natural  graces,  merits  a 
greater  homagp  than  tho^e  brilliant  town  ladies 
who  skilfully  employ  the  refinements  of  a  fash- 
ionable dress.  We  must  take  the  age  in  the 
state  ^e  find  it.  We  feel  an  inclination  for  the 
living  manners,  and  while  they  subsist  we  must 
submit  to  them." 

The  issue  of  the  cause  was,  that  the  Coeffieurs 
triumphed  over  the  Perruquiers,  and  when  the 
decision  of  the  Court  was  pronounced,  it  was 
approved  by  a  loud  cheering  from  the  anxious 
and  attendant  beauties  of  Paris. 

In  the  Tajbkau  de  Paris,  by  Mercier,  Tomes  I. 
|V.  y.  these  are  some  curious  chapters,  entitled 
'"  Perruquiers,"  ''  Smcesuon  de$  Modes,''  "  Fausc 
Cheviux,''  a^id  "  Perruque  i  trois  marieaux,"  whidi 
are  well  calculated  to  show  to  what  an  eiu^ss  of 
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extrayagance^  the  art  of  amamenting  and  adar^ 
ing  the  head  has  been  carried  in  most  countrte8» 
not  without  some  encroachment  oa  the  very  ne^ 
cessaries  of  life,  as  is  shewn  in  the  following 
passage ; — "  Lorsqu'on  songe  que  l^Lpouike  dont 
deux  cents  nUlle  individus  blanchissent  leurs  die« 
veux,  est  prise  sur  raiment  dn  pauvre:  que  la 
farine  qui  entre  dans  I'ample  perruque  du  robm, 
la  vergette  du  petit-maitre,  la  bouche  ndUtaire  de 
Vojuder,  et  T^norme  catogan  du  batteur  de  pavi 
noiurriroit  dix  mile  infortun^:  que  cette  sub* 
stance  extraite  dn  bled  d^pouill^  de  ses  parties 
nutritives  passe  infructueusement  sur  la  nujriee  de 
tant  de  desceuvrSs:  on  gemit  sur  cet  nsi^,  q«d 
ne  laisse  pas  aux  cheveux  la  couleur  natureUe 
qu'ils  ont  re$ue." 

If  our  ag;ncultural  distresses  and  the  hw  price 
of  com,  should  continue  much  longer,  surely  it 
would  be  well  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  take  off  the  tax  on  Tiair  powder ,  and  pro- 
cure some  of  our  male  and  female  dandies  to  re- 
new die  fashion  so  much  inveighed  against  above; 
according  to  the  same  author  it  would  supply 
employment  to  such  numbers,  as  might  help  to 
relieve  our  poor-rates.  What  a  pity  it  was  not 
thought  of  two  years  ago ! 
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Belbre  I  part  from  the  subject  of  this  section^ 
I  shall  add  a  short  extract  from  the  Abb6  Le 
Bltmc's  Letters  on  England,  to  shew  the  state  of 
things  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  in 
the  paarticulars  of  dress,  manners.  Sec. 
.  ^'  At  Paris,  the  valets  de  chambre  and  ladies' 
women,  are  frequently  the  apes  of  their  mctsters 
and  mistresses  in  dress ;  at  London  it  is  just  the 
reverse  ^-i- masters  dress  like  their  valets,  and 
duchesses  dress  like  their  chamber-maids. 

'^  Exquisite  cloaths,  a  singular  equipage^ 
jewels  of  all  sorts,  perfVimes,  patches,  an  af- 
fected tone  of  voice,  little  wit,  much  prattle, 
and  a  head  void  of  sense,  are  pretty  nearly  the 
qualifications  of  a  French  petit-maltre — a  short 
BOB-WIG,  without  powder,  a  handkerchief  round 
the  neck  instead  of  cravat,  a  sailor's  waistcoat, 
a  strong  knotty  stick,  a  rough  tone  and  language^ 
an  afiectation  of  the  airs  and  imitation  of  the 
manners  of  the  meanest  populace^  these  are  the 
characters  of  an  EngUsh  petU-maUre.  A  French 
petit-'mtAtre  is  constantly  employed  in  bauble; 
he  is  the  oracle  of  all  the  milliners  and  toy-shops 
of  the  Palais — the  EngUsh  petit^mtdtre  is  very 
different ;  he  takes  delight  in  hunting  and  other 
bodily  exercises ;  in  mixing  with  chairmen ;  he 
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excels  in  boxing  with  iima;  iM»d  has  the  snost 
exalted  notions  of  this  noble  exerciae. 

''  I  would  now  aak»  whether  powder  jl  la  vwcer 
chale  qS  the  P.  M/s  of  Pom,  is  not  pi)efi»nible 
to  the  dirty  bob-wiqb  and  beads  atkair  of  tboAe 
of  London  ?  A  Frenchman,  aa  here  described, 
ta  the  mouth  of  an  En^shman,  is  a  uoukmy  ; 
then  who  can  admire,  if  the  cveature  I  hai^e  p«t 
in  contrast  with  him,  paaaes  widi  us  for  a  ssiLR  ? 
It  is  certain  at  least  thatiaruMJi  nature  is  equalljr 
degraded  by  batk.  What  matter  it,  whether  a 
MAN  resolves  to  resemble  a  fmmkeif  or  a  bear? 
from  the  moment  he  blushes  to  be  a  man,  lat  us 
not  hesitate  to  disclaim  him  in  our  turn/' — Lei- 
^rlV. 

Of  dll  the  extravagancies  of  dress^  I  think  none 
cbh  well  exceed  what  we  read  of  in  Queen  1^ 
zabeth's  days,  and  as  we  live  in  times  when  the 
same  part  or  parts  of  the  male  apparel,  are  none 
of  the  smallest,  I  shall  yenture  to  notice  it,  not 
with  a  view  to  its  adoption,  but  as  a  hint  to  our 
modem  dandies,  to  guard  i^^nst  such  extremes ; 
especially  if  there  should  be  any  amongst  our 
Members  of  Parliament  ^  as  the  House  of  Com^ 
raons,  since  tiie  union  with  Ireland,  is  scarcely 
roomy  enough  for  the  whole  body  of  representa- 
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lives,  eren  if  tiiey  wose  sam^cuhties.  In  Queeii 
Elizabeth's  days  then,  Mr.  SttmU  tells  us,  tbey 
woFe  iretfcies  so  large,  that  there  was  actually  a 
sca&ld  erected  round  the  inside  of  the  Parlia- 
ment-bouse, for  the  accommodation  of  such  mem- 
bei»  as  wore  those  huge  breeohes*  In  the  next 
age  the  oustom  waa  revived,  and  one  man  was 
^etec^ted  of  carrying  therein,  a  pair  of  skeets,  two 
tdUe  ehths^  ten  m^kifUf  four  sMrts,  a  brush,  a 
giass,  a  comb,  and  a  mgktoap !  J 

'Eke  fate  or  fttshion  of  beard9  has  been  almpst 
as  strange  and  Tariable  aa  that  oftdgB.  In  times 
of  affliction  the  Jews  used  to  pkick  off  ^heir 
btards  ;  upon  exactly  similar  occasicms  the  Ro* 
mans  used  to  let  them  grow.  In  Turkey,  shaving 
die  beard  is  accounted  so  infamous  that  a  Turk 
would  suffer  death  rather  than  have  it  done ; 
amongst  ourselves,  it  has  been  very  gravely  ac-^ 
counted  a  symptom  of  lunacy  not  to  shave  it* 
Touching  the  beard  used  formerly  to  be  an  action 
peculiar  to  supplicants ;  but  in  Turkey  wives  kiss 
tile  beards  of  their  husbands,  and  children  those 
of  their  fkthers  whenever  they  salute  them,  and 
on  visits  of  state  and  solemnity  it  is  common  to 
sprinkle  perfumes  over  the  beards  of  the  com- 
pany.    In  the  first  year  of  tiie  reign  of  Queen 
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Elizabeth,  lawyers'  beards  appear  to  have  been 
under  such  regulations,  that  it  was  positively 
directed  that  no  member  of  lincMs^Inn  should 
wear  a  beard  of  more  than  a  fortnight's  growth  ; 
probably  this  order  would  have  reached,  in  tinier 
the  other  inns  of  court,  but  that  it  was  found  td 
be  so  cruel  a  restriction  upon  the  legal  Dandies 
of  the  day,  as  to  be  speedily  repealed.    Dyeing 
beards  was  as  common  a  practice  as  dyeing  the 
hair.    Bottom,  the  weaver,  in  the  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream,  it  will  be  recollected,  offers  to 
play  Pyramus  either  in  a  straw-^cohured  beard,  an 
wange-tawney,  or  tLpurple-^n-'grain  heard ;  which 
of  these  may  have  been  most  likely  to  captivate 
the  Thisbes  of  those  times,  I  am  unable  to  say. 
Amidst  such  a  choice,  Benedict,  in  Much-^ndo^ 
about-nothing,  is  to  be  admired  for  his  simpli- 
city ;  being  quite  content,  to  let  his  mistresses 
hair  be  "  of  what  colour  it  please  God ;"  which 
is  surely  tantamount  to  saying,  it  need  neither 
be  straw-coloured,  orange-tawney,  or  purple-in^ke^ 
grain.    We  have  mentioned  Ji/^-coloured  and 
Gim-coloured  hair,  but  it  seems  there  were  such 
things,  as  Abraham-colonred  beards.-^See  61os-> 
sary.) 
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Oyer  all 

A  goodly,  long,  thick,  il6raAaiii-coloiir^d  hsard. 

Carrot  coloured  beards  were  the  vilest  of  all 
beards.  As  to  the  shapes  of  beards,  Taylor,  the 
water-poet,  has  probably  enumerated  all  the  se- 
veral forms  in  the  following  lines,  to  be  found  in 
the  same  learned  work. 

"  Some  like  a  spade,  some  like  a  fork,  some  sqaare, 
Some  ronnd,  some  mow'd  like  stabble,  some  qaite  bare. 
Some  sharp,  stiletto-fashion,  dagger-like, 
That  maj,  with  whispering,  a  man's  eyes  ont  spike ; 
Some  with  the  hammer  cat,  or  Roman  T/' 

see  further  under  the  article  T. 

Whiskers  or  the  Moustache,  were  of  as  much 
importance  as  the  beard  or  wig,  but  particularly 
to  military  men,  who  probably  wore  false  hair 
upon  their  lip,  if  not  sufficiently  barbed  by  na- 
ture. It  is  mentioned  by  Mercier,  in  his  Tableau 
de  Paris,  and  probably  elsewhere,  that  if  a  sol- 
dier borrowed  money,  and  offered  his  moustache 
in  pledge,  it  was  judged  to  be  better  security 
than  a  note  of  hand,  being  sure  to  be  speedily 
redeemed. 
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Some  privileges,  titles,  names,  and  distinctions,  are 
become  8o  obsolete  as  to  be  almost  unknown  to 
the  persons  particularly  entitled  to  them.  I 
much  doubt,  for  instanoe,  if  the  generality  of  our 
Dukes,  (few  as  they  are;)  know,  that  in  all  places 
out  of  the  King's  presence,  they  have  a  right  to 
a  cloth  of  state  hanging  down  (from  whence  I 
know  not)  within  half  a  yard  of  the  ground ;  and 
80  have  their  Duchesses.  The  latter  may  more- 
over have  their  trains  borne  up  by  a  Baroness. 
No  Earl  is  to  wash  with  a  Duke  without  the 
Duke's  permission*  A  Marquess,  out  of  the 
presence  of  the  King,  and  a  Duke,  has  nearly 
the  same  privileges,  only  his  cloth  of  state  must 
be  half  a  yard  shorter,  and  his  Marchioness's 
train  borne  by  a  Knighfs  lady,  out  of  the  pre- 
sence of  her  superiors,  and  in  their  presence  by 
a  gentlewoman.  No  Viscount  may  wash  with  a 
Marquess,  but  at  his  pleasure. 
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An  Earl  may  have  a  cloth  of  state  too,  bat 
without  pendants,  only  fringe :  his  Couhtei^B 
may  have  her  train  borae  by  an  Esqttire'smte, 
out  of  the  presence  of  her  superiors,  and  iti  theit 
presence  by  a  Gentleman, 

ViseouTUs  appear  to  have  no  right  to  a  cloth  of 
state,  hanging  from  any  where,  or  reaching  to 
wiy  length,  or  with  either  pendants  or  fringe ; 
but  in  lieu  of  this,  they  may  have  a  comer  of  essmf 
held  utkdet  their  cup  when  they  drink ;  they  may 
have  a  trai^rs  in  their  own  house,  and  their  Vis^^ 
countesses  may  have  theirtrains  borne  by  a  Wo- 
nwn  out  of  the  presence  of  their  superiors,  others 
wise  by  a  Man. 

A  Baron  may  also  have  the  cover  of  his  cup 
holden  underneath  whilst  he  drinks,  and  his 
Baroness  may  have  her  train  borne  by  a  Man  in 
the  presence  of  a  Viscountess. 

These  are  all  certainly  very  important  pxi-^ 
vileges  and  distinctions  to  those  who  set  a  vahe 
upon  them ;  which  in  truth  is  the  only  thing  that 
can  give  any  importance  to  aq^jj^istinctions,  as 
wo  may  judge  from  the  horse-tails  in  Turkey, 
which  by  accident  have  become  the  highest  of 
all  distinctions  in  the  Ottoman  Court.  Who 
would  tiiink  that  it  could  become  a  matter  of 
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extreme  ambition  in  any  of  our  monkey  race;  to 
attain  to  the  honour  of  having  two  tails  instead  of 
one,  or  three  instead  of  two.  Yet  so  it  is  in  Tur- 
key— ^but  I  would  have  you  to  know,  they  are 
horseS'tBLils  not  asses-isiils  !  I  believe  the  history 
of  this  extraordinary  distinction  is,  that  upon  a 
separation  of  the  Turkish  army,  in  some  very 
perilous  and  critical  engagement,  one  of  the 
commanders  had  the  precaution  to  cut  off  a 
horse's  tail,  and  by  elevating  it  on  the  point  of 
a  lance,  to  render  i^  a  rallying  point  for  the  dis- 
persed soldiery.  There  is  reason  in  all  things,  if 
we  can  but  find  it  out,  and  therefore  we  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  that,  as  the  song  says, 

"  Til  a  Terj  ine  thug  to  be  father  in  law. 
To  a  lerj  magnifioent  ihree-UBTd  Bashaw." 

Whether  the  following  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
privilege  or  a  duty  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  how- 
ever I  fancy  it  is  obsolete.  The  King's  Lords  of 
the  Bedchamber  ought  to  lie  every  night  on  a 
pallet  by  the  King. 

Amongst  his  Majesty's  attendants,  none  ever 
attract  my  notice  so  much,  as  his  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard.  They  not  only  look  like  kingly  atten^ 
dants,  but  they  seem  to  have  descended  to  him 
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from  his  predecessors.  I  could  almost  fancy  I 
see  the  very  body  guard  who  waited  upon  Henry 
VIL  and  Henry  VIIL  whose  livery  they  still 
wear.  ''  The  vast  jetting  coat  and  small  bonnet, 
which  was  the  habit  in  Harry  the  SeventKs  time, 
is  kept  on  in  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard ;  not 
without  a  good  and  politic  view,  because  they 
look  a  foot  talkr  and  a/oo<  and  a  Imlf  broader ; 
besides  that  the  cap  leaves  the  face  expanded, 
and  consequently  more  terrible,  and  fitter  to 
stand  at  the  entrance  of  Palaces/'  Spectator, 
No,  109. — I  confess  they  are  so  singular,  and  so 
strongly  represent  to  us  the  pageantry  of  ancient 
days,  that  if  I  were  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's 
household,  I  would  sooner  buy  their  cast  off 
dresses  out  of  my  own  pocket  and  bum  them, 
than  suffer  them  to  be  so  degraded  as  they  now 
are,  by  being  transferred  to  the  keepers  of  wild 
beasts,  and  paraded  about  the  kingdom  on  cart 
horses,  or  posted  at  the  entrance  of  that  dirty 
thoroughfare,  Exeter  Change,  as  the  body  guard 
of  a  parcel  of  monkies  and  pairots,  or  at  the  very 
best,  the  King  of  Beasts  *. 

*  Since  wridng  the  aboTe,  I  hare  been  told  of  a  yoang  person, 
iinacqaainted  with  the  Court,  who  expressed  the  greatest  sarprise, 
en  seeing  among  the  King's  attendants  at  the  theatre,  some  of  the 
VOL.  II.  Y 
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I  luiTe  taken  the  liberty  (and  I  certainly  cmH 
it  such)  to  speak  in  otker  parts  of  my  book,  of 
the  personal  distinctions  of  Epi$copaqf,  particu- 
larly the  wig  and  the  short  cassock:  of  the  latter 
I  haye  said,  that  an  old  Prelate  used  to  call  it  a 
jockey  dress.     Whether  Erasmsts  knew  of  this 
Jochy  dress  or  not,  I  cannot  say,  but  he  intimates 
in  an  Epistle  to  ReuMin,  that  the  Bishops  of  bia 
time  always  wore  linen  dresses,  except  when  tief 
weni  a  hunting;  speaking  of  Fisher,  Bishop  of 
Rochester,  who  wished  to  see  and  conyerse  with 
ReuchUn,  he  tells  him,  that  his  desire  to  do  ao 
was  so  great,  that  he  had  determined  to  throw 
off  his  episcopal  garment,  that  is  the  Unen  gas^ 
ment  which  the  Bishops  in  England  alw^  wear, 
except  when  they  go  a  hunting,  and  to  pass  over 
the  sea,  &c :— ^  Decrererat,  posito  cultu  Epis-* 
copali,  hoc  est,  line&  yeste,  qui  semper  ntuutur 
in  Angli&,  nisi  cum  vbnantur,  trajicere,  &c*'' 
Certainly  it  must  haye  been  exceedingly  troa- 

•Amo-mmi  from  Exeter  Change,  at  he  called  them.  This  it  reallj 
wrong,  since  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  Tcr  j  particiilart  j  constiUite  ike 
King's  hody-gmard,  and  onght,  in  fact,  ncTer  to  be  seen  bat  ui  a,ltflsd* 
ancc  opon  him.  There  is  something  of  good  old  EmgU^gramdew  in 
their  being  called  Beef-Caters,  a  name  rer  j  little  sntable  to  sonae  of 
the  aieagre  and  ekriveOed  purchasers,  or  wearers,  of  their  cast-off  gar- 
ments, as  anj  bodj  maj  hare  observed. 
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hlesoine  to  have  gone  1  huntitig  in  diitir  mnrplieetf 
or  lawn  sleeves.  These  thiogs  sootd  stfange  to 
us  now»  but  perhaps  aoihing  in  the  way  of  dk^ 
tinctioti  has  varied  more  thim  the  habits  tend 
dresses  of  out  Bu^opgr. 

I  am  not  answerable  for  the  fdbwin^  story, 
having  no  actual  authority  to  produce  for  it  at 
present  beyond  a  common  n^wspaper^  but  it  is 
certainly  very  applioaUe  to  my  purpose.  **  In 
1722,  there  was  a  grand  review  of  troops  by 
Ihe  King,  and  amongst  other  distinguished  per- 
sonages in  his  Ma^sty's  train,  iheiB  appear^ 
say  the  Journals  of  the  day,  the  BUhap  qfDut^ 
ham,  on  horseback,  in  a  ky4iabit  of  purple,  witli 
jack-'boots,  and  his  hat  cocked,  and  a  blae^k  Wf^ 
tied  behind  like  a  mili(»iiry  officer."  It  is  I  fee^ 
lieve  well  known  that  the  Bishop  of  Durham  hm 
certain  %  privileges  whic^  other  Btehops^  hstve 
not,  but  I  thiikk  it  is  a  imstake  to  eeAl  tike  ip&rf/k& 
habit  m  the  above  account  a  ^oy^'habit^  Even 
the  cocked  hat,  in  contradistinction  to  the  round 
ones  of  the  present  day,  would  be  rather  episco- 
pal than  otherwise,  and  there  is  little  btit  the 
military  tie  behind  the  wig,  and  the  oddity  of 
seeing  a  Bishop  with  the  King  at  a  military  re- 
view, that  would  render  the  passage  so  strange 
y2 
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as  to  some  no  doubt  it  will  now  appear  *.  I  can-* 
not  pretend  to  explain  the  jack-hoois  ;  perhaps 
ibey  might  be  as  modish  and  military  as  the 
Wellington  boots  of  our  days  ;  but  that  Bishops 
have  always  worn  boots,  even  from  Robin  Hood's^ 
days,  who  made  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  to  dance 
in  his,  is  a  circumstance  known  to  every  child. 
In  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  we  read  of  an  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  who  kept  a  great  number 
of  horses,  trained  for  the  purposes  of  war,  and 
who  had  the  young  gentlemen  of  his  household 
instructed  in  the  military  science.  It  was  while 
hunting  in  Bramshill  Park,  Hants,  that  Archbi- 
shop  Abbot,  in  James's  time,  had  the  misfortune 
whileaiming  at  a  buck,  to  kill  the  gamekeeper, 
of  which  bis  enemies  were  mean  enough  to  take 
every  advantage. 

.  Before  the  Reformation,  the  Bishops  sat  in 
Parliament  with  their  mitres  on  their  heads,  (at 
least  when  the  King  was  present)  and  in  their 
copes  and  pontifical  vestments.     Since  that  they 

*  On  turning,  however,  to  Mr.  Gilbert**  ^[nscapal  Chart,  I  see 
that  this  mast  have  been  Bishop  Tatbot,  who  is  represented  by  hiA 
biog:rapher,  in  NichoU*s  Dlnstrations  of  Literature,  to  have  been  a 
man^  of  rather  more  magnificence  and  expence  than  suited  his  stationr 
and  dignity  ;  even  to  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  ftunily. 
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have  worn  on  such  occasions  scarkt  robes,  which 
are  said  to  have  been  originally  only  the  scarlet 
habit  of  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  not  of  Oxford,  but 
Cambridge  :  the  first  Archbishops  after  the  Re- 
formation, having  been  of  the  latter  University. 
The  white  linen  rochet,  or  what  we  now  call 
their  laion  sleeves,  was  their  common  dress  on  alL 
occasions  but  the  one  just  mentioned.  The  ha- 
bit of  a  Bishop  in  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  that 
is  in  the  former  part  of  his  reign,  was  a  white 
linen  rochet  turned  up  at  the  sleeves  in  winter 
time,  with  sabk;  about  the  neck  a  black  silk  tippet, 
which  in  winter  was  lined  with  sable ;  under  the 
*  rochet  a  scarkt  garment.  In  the  reign  of  Edward 
yi.  they  wore  over  the  rochet  a  scarlet  chimere, 
the  same  with  a  Doctor's  habit  at  Oxford ;  which 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  was  changed  into  a 
black  satin  one,  which  is  used  at  this  day.  In 
those  days  all  Clergymen  wore  caps.  I  have 
great  reason  to  think  from  what  occurs  in  his- 
tory, what  I  have  heard,  and  what  is  to  be  read 
in  old  periodical  and  other  works  of  satire  and 
amusement,  that  the  Bishops  and  Clergy  in  ge^ 
lieral,  never  stood  clearer  of  foppery,  or  excess  in 
any  article  of  dress  or  apparel,  than  they  do  a-t 
present.     Their  official  vestments  are  a  good 
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iMfliiim  batwe«Q  popery  and  puritaakm,  their 
CpmmoQ  4r6«9  gnite  end  digmfi^d ;  if  the  tfis* 
eopal  10^  can  be  preserved  fhnxi  becomiog  so  itn* 
gfdb*  and  p^culunr,  as  to  Qxdte  ricUeole.  It  is 
idraady  become  9q  iMtcpmnoii,  that  iiot  very  loi^ 
ago^  at  a  great  table*  a  Bishop  being  anK)Bg8t 
the  guests^  one  of  the  ehildreu  of  the  family, 
who  eame  ipto  the  room  lifter  the  reiDonl  of  tha 
fdoth^  fiading  the  Bishop  sitting  next  to  ^ 

P sa^  loo]^ed  at  him  and  his  wig  for  some 

^we,  and  at  last  turning  to  her  mother,  asked, 
with  t)ie  most  excisable  simplicity,  '^  Mamma, 
what  is  it?" 

This  then  is  the  aj^rehennon  I  feel  about  tibe 
Bishop's  wig,  that  it  will  beecme  too  parHealar, 
and  lea  marked,  almost  as  nnusual  a  sight  in  our 
streets  aiid  prtvata  assemblies,  as  the  Judged 
iiill  bottomed  wig  would  be^  if  made  an  article 
of  his  comifion  dress. 

We  should  remember  the  Speotatoi%  anxiety 
about  a  simding  drest,  for  portraits.  ^*  Great 
masters  in  painting,*^  says  he,  ^^  never  care  fitf 
drawing  people  in  the  fashion;  as  well  knemi^ 
diat  the  Aeo^^d^  or  pmwig  that  ftoti^  prevails, 
and  gives  a  grace  to  the  portraitures  at  present. 
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wtU  make  a  very  odd  figure,  and  perhaps  look 
monstrous  in  the  eye  ot posterity J^ 

Is  not  ike  purple  coat  of  a  Bishop,  whiok  I 
thttk  extremely  handsome,  a  better  distincti^Al 
But  I  am  only  looking  to  what  mey  come  to  pas8# 
At  presefit,  (as  far  as  my  own  taste  and  judgment 
goes)  I  see  nothing  objectionaUe  in  a  Kshopl 
dress,  but  quite  the  contrary;  no  not  even  in 
the  rose  or  the  shovel  hat.  Formerly,  I  /lave 
heard,  the  Bishops  used  to  walk  the  streets  in 
scarfs  drawn  through  the  embroidered  button-holes 
of  their  purple  coats;  and  from  the  Spectator  it 
would  appear,  that  the  scarf  to  the  younger  part 
of  the  Clergy,'was  a  distinction  assumed  on  the 
slightest  pretensions,  to  give  them  an  air  of  con- 
s^uence*  What  young  Clergyman  now^a'days, 
let  me  ask,  would  attempt  to  parade  about  the 
streets  of  London  in  his  gown  and  cassock  and 
scarf!  or  wish  to  be  mistaken  for  a  Doctor  of  Di^ 
yinity.  See  Spectator,  No,  609,— In  1662,  the 
dress  of  the  famous  John  Owen,  Dean  of  Christ 
Church,  and  Vice  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  is  thus 
described  ; — ^*  a  laum  band,  his  hair  powdered,  his 
hat  curiously  cocked,  Spanish  leather  boots  with 
ImBf^  t(^,  and  snak^4Hme  band  strings,  with  laj^e 
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toMh:  a  large  set  of  ribbands,  pointed  at  tbe 
knees  with  points  or  tags  at  tile  end/' 

fiut  if  we  go  farther  back,  we  shall  fixul  the 
Clergy  studiously  affecting  the  parade  and  shew 
of  gay  and  gaudy  dresses.  The  Ploughman  in 
Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales  thus  represents  tl^ 
Priea  of  those  days : 

«  That  bje  on  bone  wjlletli  to  ride, 

In  gljtterande  gold  of  great  arraje, 
Ypaioted  and  portred  all  in  prjde. 

No  cominon  knjgbte  maj  go  so  gaj ; 
Cbaaoge  of  olotbyng  eyerj  daje. 

With  golden  gjrrdelt  great  and  imalU 
As  bojstroQS  as  it  bere  atiMje : 

AH  soche  falshed  mote  nede  faU" 

They  are  besides  described  as  having  more 
than  one  or  two  mitres,  ornamented  with  pearls 
like  the  head  of  a  Queen,  and  a  staff  of  gold  set 
y/iih  jewels  as  heavy  as  lead ;  a^  appearing  abroad 
with  broad  bucklers  and  long  swords,  with  bal- 
drics about  their  necks,  instead  of  stoles,  to 
which  their  baselards  were  attached : 

"  Bncklers  broad  and  sweardes  loige — 
Baudrjrke  with  baselards  kene." 

He  charges  them  also  with  wearing  gay  gowns 
of  scarlet  and  green  colours,  with  cut-work,  and 
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lon^  pykes  to  their  shoes.  Surely  when  we  read 
these  things,  we  cannot  justly  accuse  the  En- 
glish Clergy  of  the  present  day  of  any  great  ex- 
cess or  impropriety  in  regard  to  dress ;  and  yet 
in  a  newspaper,  scarcely  four  jnonths  old,  I  see 
it  charged  upon  the  Clergy,  that  they  dress  too 
much  like  the  laity.  **  Cropped  hair,  round  cas- 
tor, white  cravat,  sable  habiliments,  and  tied 
shoes,''  says  the  writer,  **meet  us  in  every  street. 
In  gentlemen  of  the  clerical  profession  ^surely 
this  resemblance  is  unwise,  and  to  their  respec- 
tability inimical  in  the  extreme."  He  is  for  their 
returning  to  *'  the  shovel  hat,  formal  band,  nar- 
row collar,  single-breasted  vest  and  coat,  buc- 
kled knee  and  foot." — In  justice  to  the  Clergy  I 
must  observe,  that  if  decency  of  apparel  be  better 
than  formality,  they  not  only  appear  to  my  eyes 
clerical  enough,  but  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  that  the  laity  have  encroached  upon  the 
Clergy,  not  the  Clergy  upon  the  former.  It  is 
not  a  great  many  years  ago,  since  the  present 
dress  of  the  Clergy  was  quite  as  distinguishing 
as  the  shovel  hat,  band,  narrow  collar,  &c.  and 
that  it  is  the  laity  who  by  cropping  their  hair, 
and  taking  to  dark  and  sable  habiliments,  have 
occasioned  the  confusion.    Within  my  own  me- 
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iftory>  the  preseiU  grave  dress  of  the  Clergy  was 
so  alarming  to  the  young  iprig$  qffatkion,ihtit  il 
was  difficult  to  get  any  Damfy  of  Uie  day,  to 
choo$e  or  eyen  consent  to  be  bred  up  to  the  jvxh 
ftMUon:  and  perhaps  if  the  Clergy  chose  bbow  to 
make  their  body  more  select,  they  coald  not  do 
better  than  adopt  some  Anti-dandtfUk  Omtumm^ 
But  ^the  truth  is  as  I  state  it ;  it  was  the  Istty 
who  first  broke  down  the  distinction.  To  shew 
how  frr  the  Clergy  of  the  present  day  aie  from 
foppery  in  their  dress,  compared  with  their  pre* 
decessors,  I  shall  copy  the  following  petition  to 
Mr.  Bickerstaff's  Court  of  Honour,  (Tatler,  No. 
270)  the  date  being  probably  about  1710. 

^  The  humble  petition  of  Elisabeth  Slend^, 
Spinster; 

*'  Sheweth,  that  on  the  20th  of  this  instant  Se* 
eember,  her  friend  Rebecca  Hive  and  yoitr  peli^ 
tioner  walking  in  die  Strand,  saw  a  gentlemaa 
before  us  in  a  gown,  whose  perimg  was  so  long» 
and  so  much  powdered,  that  your  petitioner  took 
notice  of  it,  and  said  she  wondered  thai  aLouryer 
would  so  spoil  a  new  gown  with  powder.  To 
which  it  was  answered,  Aat  ha  was  no  Lamfer 
hmk  a  Clergyman.    Upon  a  w^er  of  a  pot  of 
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eoffee  we  orertook  him,  and  your  petitioner  was 
goou  co&tioced  ske  l»d  lost.  Your  petitioner 
tfaet^fidre  desires  your  Worship  to  cite  the  Cler* 
gymw  before  yoa»  and  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
kngtb  of  eamotiioal  periwigs,  and  the  quantity  of 
powder  to  be  made  use  of  in  them,  and  to  give 
sttdi  other  directions  as  you  shall  think  fit.  And 
your  Petitioner,  8^.  kc.*' 

The  Tatler  puts  a  query,  whether  the  gentle- 
man was  not  Chaplain  to  a  Regimeni,  and  there* 
fore  powdered  accordingly.  And  in  his  remarks 
on  the  petition,  be  admonishes  the  young  Mia^ 
aionariee  from  the  Unhyersiii€$,  to  consider  where 
they  are,  and  not  dress  and  move  and  look  like 
young  Oficers. — Such  was  the  figure  the  Clergy 
cut  in  die  streets  of  London  yery  littie  more  than 
a  century  ago.  They  were  then,  as  at  present, 
accused  of  aping  the  laity;  but  it  was  a  powdeiv 
ed  and  periwigged  laity.  If  this  laity  dress  noiis 
as  plain  as  plain  can  be,  even  in  black  habili* 
ments,  and  with  cropped  unpowdered  hair,  why 
should  the  Clergy  be  called  iipon  to  distinguish 
themselyes  by  dresses  less 'plain,  or  at  best,  ridi* 
cubnuly  fidrmal  ? 

We  know  from  HoUinshed,  that  in  Queen  Eli« 
sabfik^  days,  the  Clei^y  ^'  went  either  in  diverse 
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colours^  like  plaiers^  or  in  garments  of  light 
hew^  as  yellow^  red^  greene^  &c.  with  their  shoes 
piked,  their  haire  crisped,  their  girdles  armed 
with  silver;  their  shoes,  spurres,  bridles,  &c. 
buckled  with  like  metall ;  their  apparell  for  the 
most  part,  of  silke,  and  richlie  furr'd;  their 
cappes  lac'd  and  butn'd  with  gold ;  so  that  to 
meet  a  Priest  in  those  days  was  to  behold  s^pea- 
cocke  which  spreadeth  his  taik  when  he  danseth 
before  the  henne." 

I  am  aware  of  the  Canon  enjoining  "  decency  of 
apparel  to  Ministers,^'  and  I  have  lately  read  some 
sensible,  and  certainly  well-meant  observations 
upon  it,  in  the  Christian  Remembrancer;  but  the 
Canon  itself  I  think  shews,  how  difficult  it  must 
be,  at  difiPerent  times,  to  reconcile  distinction  and 
decency,  the  latter  being  I  think  most  consistent 
with  simplicity;  and  surely  nothing  can  be  more 
simple  than  the  present  evening  dress,  at  the 
least,  of  the  Clergy,  which  is  invariably  of  plain 
black  clothes.  The  Clergy  are  not  to  blame,  if 
the  laity,  imitating  the  simplicity  of  dress  once 
peculiar  to  themselves,  have  robbed  them  of  their 
distinction.  The  Clergy  at  all  events  have  the 
advantage  of  a  gentlemanly  appearance,  and  as 
the  world  goes,  and  'education  is  their  first  qua- 
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lification,  this   gentlemanly  appearance  places 
them  only  in  the  rank  where  they  oughi^to  be. 
I  have  shewn  by  many  instances  that  distinctions 
exclusively  clerical,  may  be  carried  to  an  absurd 
excess.    There  may  be  Dandyism  in  gowns  and 
cassocks.     If  the  Canon  were  to  be  complied 
with,  what  dreadful  objects  of  ridicule  would  the 
Clergy  become :  after  directing  that  all  Deans, 
Masters  of  Colleges,  Archdeacons  and  Preben- 
daries, (being  Priests  and  Deacons),  Doctors  in 
Divinity,  Law  and  Physick,  Bachelors  in  Divi- 
nity, Masters  of  Arts,  8cc.  shall  usually  wear 
gowns  with  standing  collars  and  sleeves  strait  at 
the  hands ;  or  wide  sleeves^  as  is  used  at  the 
Universities,  with  hoods  or  tippets  of  silk  or 
sarcenet,  and  square  caps.     It  proceeds  :  "  We 
do  also  in  like  manner  ordain,  that  all  the  said 
Ecclesiastical  persons  above  mentioned,  shall 
usually  wear  in  their  journies,  cloaks  with  sleeves, 
commonly  called  Priest's  cloaks,  without  gards, 
welts,  long  buttons,  or  cuts.    And  no  Ecclesias- 
tical person  shall  wear  any  coife  or  wrought 
night-cap,  but  only  a  plain  night-cap  of  black 
silk,  satten,  or  velvet.*'    This  is  recommended 
merely  for  decency,  gravity,  and  order.    "  In  pri- 
vate houses,"  (the  Canon  goes  on  to  say,)  **  and 
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in  their  studies,  the  said  persons  ecclesiastiotl 
may  use  any  comely  and  scholar-like  apparel, 
provided  that  it  be  not  cat  or  pinkt ;  and  that  in 
pubiic  they  go  not  in  their  doublet  and  hose, 
without  coats  or  eassoeks ;  and  that  they  wear 
not  any  light-colomred  stockings.^ — **  MoreoTvr, 
poor  beneficed  men  and  curates,  (not  being  able 
to  provide  th^nsehres  long  gowns)  may  go  in 
short  gowns  of  the  fashion  aforesaid.'^  Fashiooi 
is  a  good  word  to  have  used,  for  nothing  I  think 
but  fitshion  could  protect  a  Clei^yman  so  dressed 
from  ridicule  and  insult  Surely  our  present 
fashion  approaches  nearer  to  decency,  diat  is, 
simplicity  of  appareL 

Of  obsolete  titles  and  offices,  that  of  Comtabk 
has  undergone  strange  revolmtions.  We  all  know 
what  a  Constable  is,  and  where  to  find  him  if  we 
want  such  a  public  functionary ;  and  generally 
speaking,  it  is  by  no  means  smiong  the  higher 
classes  that  we  should  go  to  look  fi>r  him ;  and 
yet  there  was  a  time  when  Comtabk  was  with- 
out any  exception  one  of  the  highest  titles  and 
highest  offices  in  the  kingdom.  The  Constabfe 
commonly  known  to  us  is  the  petty  Constabk, 
and  as  I  have  said  before,  we  generally  know 
where  to  find  him,  in  our  towns  and  villages. 
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but  I  question  if  any  body  would  know  where  to 
go  and  look,  (not  for  the  High  Constable  of  a 
hundred)  but  the  Lord  High  Constabk  of  tiiese 
unUhem  parts  of  the  kingdom.    In  Scotland,  (as 
we  have  lately  had  occasion  to  know,)  there  is 
still  a  Lord  High  Constabk  and  Knight  Maris^ 
chai.    But  if  any  traces  of  a  Lord  High  Constabk 
are  to  be  found  in  South  Britain,  it  is  I  think 
in  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Horse.    The  hors 
thegn  or  thegn  of  the  stud  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
times.    Johannes  €roropius  indeed  would  have  it 
that  the  term  Constable  is  derived  from  the  Saxon 
Conning  King,  and  Stable  prc^.    The  Constable, 
who  hiUi  to  maintain  by  his  authority,  the  peace 
of  the  land,  being  the  great  stay  and  support  of 
the  King's  own  power;  but  as  it  used  to  be  writ- 
ten Cumngstable,  and  the  Master  of  the  Horse  is 
fairly  the  Comes  Stabuli,  it  looks,  to  a  modem 
eye,  as  though  it  were  compounded  of  the  words 
cunning  and  staUe,  as  much  as  to  say  knowing  in 
horses,  which  the  Master  of  the  Horse  ought  to 
be,  and  (perhaps)  the  present  Master  of  the  Horse 
realfy  is.    According  to  old  Roger  Ascham,  these 
Masters  of  the  Horse,  or  Cuningstables,  were  of 
great  account,  (too  great  account  possibly)  in  his 
days.    For,  "  it  i^  pitie,"  says  he,  '^  that  com- 
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monlie  more  care  is  had^  yea,  and  that  amoDge 
yerie  wise  men,  to  find  out  rather  a  cumiynge  man 
for  their  horse,  than  a  cunm/nge  man  for  their 
children.    They  say  nay  in  worde,  but  they  do  so 
in  deede :  for  to  one  they  will  gladlie  give  a  sti- 
pend of  200  crownes  by  the  yeare,  and  loth  to 
ofier  to  the  other  200  shillings.    God,  that  sit- 
teth  in  heaven,  laugheth  their  choice  to  skorne, 
and  reward^th  their  liberalities  as  it  should  be  ; 
for  he  sufiereth  them  to  have  tame  and  well  or^ 
dered  horse,  but  wilde  and  unfortunate  children: 
and  therefore  in  the  ende,  they  finde  more  plea- 
sure in  their  horse,  than  comforte  in  their  chil- 
dren."   As  for  Johannes  Goropius'&  definition 
of  the  word,  which  is  followed  I  think  by  that 
great  lawyer.  Coke,  in  his  Institutes,  it  is  singular 
enough,  that  so  far  from  being  a  prop  and  stay 
to  our  Kings,  the  office  of  Lord  High  Constable 
was  not  revived  by  Henry  the  Vlllth  after  the 
attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  became  it 
was  thought  dangerous  to  the  King^s  power,  and 
too  much  for  any  subject.    Which  was  also  the 
opinion  of  Harry  Martyn,  when  in  1647,  he 
opposed  the  motion  that  had  been  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  following  effect: — 
"  That  it  was  necessary  for  the  House  of  Com- 
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moHS  to  have  a  High  Constabk  of  their  own  that 
will  make  no  scruple  of  laying  his  Majesty  by  the 
heels;**  Harry  Martyn  wisely  enough  objected 
that  '*  tibe  power  was  too  great  for  any  man ;" 
imd  the  motion  was  quashed.  As  there  is  at  pre- 
sent no  Lord  High  Constable  in  England,  so  is 
there,  as  it  happens,  no  Master  of  the  Horse  in 
Scotland. 

Ben  Jonson  has  a  fling  at  High  Constables  in 
his  Tale  of  a  Tub,  which  might  deserve  to  be  in- 
troduced into  this  medley  of  odd  things,  if  there 
were  room  for  it.    See  Act  III.  Scene  6. 

Among  obsolete  titles  and  names,  we  might 
enumerate  several  that  have  undergone  extraor- 
dinary changes.  Who  would  now  suppose  that 
he  might  in  times  past,  have  fallen  into  the  com- 
f^ny  of  knaves  and  villains,  leeches,  trulls,  and 
wenches,  and  even  girls  of  the  town,  without  in- 
curring the  smallest  loss  of  reputation,  or  being 
actually  in  bad  company  ?  What  fine  food  for 
witlings  at  cards,  have  the  knaves  supplied,  under 
a  supposition  that  the  name  imported  something 
of  trick,  thievery,  and  crcft:  whereas  originally 
it  was  intended,  and  applied  no  doubt,  as  a 
title  of  honor ;  and  indeed  for  the  credit  of  the 
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knave  to  this  day,  it  may  h^  tinted  lliat  il  w 
accmnted  an  honor  to  have  it  kiv  one'fc  hxaiA,  at 
whist,  at  least.    We  have  in  history  liie  names 
of  the  very  personages,  supposed  ti  be  repre- 
sented by  the  Knaves  of  dubs.  Diamonds,  HteMs^ 
and  Spades,  at  the  first  invetition  of  catds  in  tiie 
XiVth  century.    They  were  it  seems,  Ldhkt, 
and  Hector  Delagard,  two  Captains  of  Ofaarfes 
Vllth  of  l^rahce,  with  Lancelot  and  D^gier,  he- 
roes famous  in  the  wans  of  CSiatlemagne.    And 
the  place  they  severally  held,  was  ptobably  that 
of  Squire  or  attendant  to  their  relspedtive  Kings* 
The  ScUd  Knepa  among  the  Saxons,  exa^y  an- 
swered indeed  to  the  Latin  Amiger  tft  FrMch 
Ecuyer.    It  is  supposed  to  be  derived  from  the 
^xon  Cnapa  *or  Flemisli  Knape,  signifyii^  Ser*- 
^nts  in  Which  sense  tiie  wotd  Knave  occurs  m 
Bome  of  -our  old  Statutei^.    But  it  has  been  Med 
also  for4  liiale  ehitd  6r  boy.    la  WickcHffa's  Bi'- 
ble,  the  Midwivei^  o^  ^gyi^^  Exodus  i.  I«.  iaie 
tyktdeH  to  kiU  ev^  knave-cfhild,  le^d  save  lAre 
girls  alive.    In  the  Saxiovi  trahslatioft  'of  Matthew 
ViK.  6.  it  is  used  tof  servstnt,  •*  ifyn  Knapa,^ 
that  is>  my  KMve  fietii  at  hotaie  sick>ef  the  palsy, 
&6.    Sometimes  it  fsfootfdki  Our  <^dIaw-*bd6A^ 
as  a  regular  title,  like  Armiger  or  Bduyer^-'^-ZH, 
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Johannes  C.  Willielmi  C.  de  Derby,  Knave,  &c. 
Willielmus  Cowper  de  Denbigh,  Knave. 

In  Sir  John  Harrington's  Letters,  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  continually  calls  the  King's  Servants 
at  Court,  "  Knaves "  and  ''  Varlets/'  as  well  as 
**  lordly  Servants.^'  See  a  curious  account  of  some 
of  the  lordly  Servants,  in  Henry's  History  of  Eng- 
land, extracted  from  the  Leges  Wallica — Brit. 
Critic,  old  Series,  Vol.  IV,  p.  419, 

In  the  description  of  Ireland,  prefixed  to  Hol- 
Ungshed's  Ohronicle,  the  Irish  are  said  to  have 
no  word  for  Knave;  but  that  country  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  free  from  the  thing,  though 
they  had  not  the  name ;  for  in  the  English  pale 
we  read,  that  they  called  such  folks,  "  Slye  cose- 
nets/'  or  *'  Wyly  pye" 

The  Villain  of  old  times  is  well  known  to  have 
been  merely  the  dependent  of  a  feudal  Baron, 
and  though  bom  probably  in  that  state  of  bond- 
age, by  no  means  lying  under  any  other  stigma. 
The  old  Leech  was  the  Physician,  and  Leechcraft 
his  profession. 

**  W«  stady  «peeoh,  bat  odiers  we  persuade. 
We  Xtfedbfiro^  learn,  but  others  dure  with  it." 

**  Wise  Letchei  wiQ  not  tuu  recdpto  obtnide. 

While  growing  pains  pronounce  the  humours  crude  \ 

z2 
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Deaf  to  complaiotf  they  wait  apoo  tlie  91, 

Till  fome  safe  oriati  aathoriie  their  ikiiL'' 

Dryder. 

Spenser  also  uses  the  term  in  the  same  sense. 

'*  And  itraightwajr  tent  with  «arefiil  diligence. 
To  fetch  a  Lee^,  the  which  had  great  insight 
In  that  disease  of  griered  conscience ; 
And  well  conld  care  the  same ;  his  name  was  PtOimee." 

Fairy  Quern. 

At  present  I  believe  the  term  Leech,  though 
applied  still  to  such  as  the  common  people 
esteem  both  Physicians  and  Doctors,  is  confined 
to  the  Farrier  or  Horse  Doctor.  In  justice  how- 
ever to  the  whole  fraternity,  let  it  not  be  too 
hastily  imagined,  that  the  term  was  given  to 
them  on  the  score  of  resemblance  to  a  certain 
blood-letting,  or  blood-sucking  animal  of  the 
same  name,  as  though  the  whole  race  were  of 
the  same  stamp  as  le  Docteur  Sangrado  in  Gil 
Bias,  who  practised  no  remedies  but  bleeding 
and  drenching  with  warm  water.  Etymologists 
tell  us.  Farriers  are  called  Leeches,  from  a  Saxon 
term  Uece,  of  lecnian  to  heal,  in  which  sense,  if  it 
do  not  apply  to  every  other  Physidan,  to  every 
man  and  woman  Doctor,  as  well  as  the  Farrier, 
it  must  be  their  own  fault,  or  their  own  misma- 
nagement. 
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.  In  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  trutt,  ti;encA,  and 
girl,  were  without  scruple  applied,  by  the  gravest 
and  most  accomplished  ynriters,  to  any  young 
woman,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  citation 
from  Tuberville's  Eclogues : 

**  Among  Uie  reft  of  all  tiie  route, 

A  patting  proper  lata, 
A  white^air'd  tnU  of  twentj  yearea, 

Or  neere  abont  there  wat ; 
In  ttature  patting  all  the  rett, 

A  gallant  girl  for  hewe ; 
To  be  compar'd  to  tononUh  tufmphs. 

So  faire  the  wat  to  riew* 

The  toencik  about  her  wabt, 

A  gallant  gandj  ribande  had, 
That  girt  her  body  fatt" 

See  article  Wench,  in  the  Glossary  before  cited. 
Aunt  appears,  from  the  same  authority,  to  be  a 
word,  which  has  improved  by  age ;  it  having  for- 
merly borne  a  meaning  extremely  injurious  to 
the  reputation  of  those  who  were  so  denomi- 
^nated;  and,  which  one  would  think,  any  man 
^  must  have  blushed  to  apply,  to  either  his  Father's 
or  Mother's  Sister,  or  his  Uncle's  Wife. 

Who  would  suppose  that  the  title  of  Butcher 
could  ever  be  given  as  a  title  of  honor  ?  yet  so  it 
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really  was.  **  Le  Boucher  6toit  anciennemient  un 
sumomgforteicrqu'oii  donnoit  k  un  general^  apres 
one  yictoire,  en  reconnaissance  du  carnage  qu'ii 
avoit  fait  de  trente  on  quarante  mille  hommes/' 
— Essais  Historiques  mr  Paris,  par  Samtfoix, 

Whoever  will  take  the  pains  to  turn  to  Bayle's 
Dictionary,  Art  Capet,  may  see  what  strange 
endeavours  were  made  to  fix  this  meamng  upon 
the  expressions  used  by  the  poet  Dante,  and 
which  very  clearly  seemed  to  say,  that  the  head 
of  the  Capetian  Stock  was  the  son  of  a  Butcher, 
which  gave  great  o£Fence  to  Francis  the  First, 
when  the  passage  became  known  to  him.  The 
celebrated  Djezzar,  Pacha  of  Acre»  of  whom  Dr. 
Clarke  has  given  so  remarkable  an  account  in 
his  Travels,  assumed  the  name  he  bore  out  of 
pure  ostentation;  and  which,  in  the  Turkish  lan- 
guage, expressly  signifies  Butcher, 

I  have  already  spoken  of  several  good  old 
country  customs,  which  in  too  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom  have  been  suffered  to  become  obso- 
lete, particularly  Christmas  festivities :  as  I  am 
writing  this  at  Christmas  time,  the  following 
lines  seem  so  admirably  adapted  both  to  the  sea- 
son and  the  subject,  that  I  shall  venture  to  con- 
clude the  Section  with  them. 
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**  Get  irje  and  ball,  woman,  deck  op  tbyne  hoase : 
And  take  this  same  brawne,  for  to  leetb  and  to  sonse ; 
Provide  ns  good  cbeere,  for  tbon  know'st  tbe  old  gaise, 
OLDB  CDSTOMES  that  good  BB,  I.ET  NO  MAN  DESPISE*. 

At  Pkcistmm  be  merj,  and  tbanke  Gctd  of  al|» 

And  feaste  tbj  poor  neighbonr,  the  great  and  tbe  small." 
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We  must  not  fancy  that  questions  of  ^tquetie, 
rank  and  precedence,  famly  prejudices,  8cc.  are 
of  modem  date,  or  confined  to  any  species  of 
government,  or  order  of  society.  The  Romsuui 
paid  as  great  attention  to  these  things,  as  any 
people  perhaps  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  as  the 
following  law,  in  the  famous  Theodosian  Code^ 
may  particularly  serve  to  shew,  being  a  maUer 
of  public  authority — "  Si  quis  indebitum  sibi  iocum 
usurpaverit;  nulla  se  ignorantia  defendat:  sit^ 
que  plane  mcrikg^  reus,  qui  divina  prsecepta 
neglexerit."  Surely  etiquette  could  not  well  be 
carried  higher,  than  by  making  an  incolunUm/ 
breach  of  it,  in  ignoranthf  taking  a  wrong  seat, 
tantamount  to  sacrilege  :  for  such  is  very  evidently 
the  spirit  and  purport  of  the  above  citation.  The 
first  place  was  however  almost  the  exclusive  ob- 
ject of  contention,  for  as  Ausonius  says,  ''  Nulla 
est  quidem  Contumelia  Secundi,  sed  ex  duobus, 
Gloria  magna  pralati.'*    In  our  own  country,  by 
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the  laws  of  Canute,  a  person  sitting  above  his 
station,  was  to  be  pelted  out  of  his  place  by 
stones,  without  the  privilege  of  taking  offence ; 
but  this  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  in  India,  where 
by  the  Gentoo  laws,  which  for  what  we  know 
may  be  as  old  as  any,  *'  a  Sooder  who  should  be 
comricted  of  sitting  upon  the  carpet  of  a  Bramin, 
was  either  to  hare  a  hot  iron  applied  to  the  part 
offending,  and  be  banished,  or,  suffer  positive 
exdskm  of  the  part.**  An  ex  post  facto  law  with  a 
vritness ! 

Aulus  Gettius  supplies  us  with  some  curious 
cases  of  Roman  etiquette.    A  father  and  a  son 
came  to  visit  the  Philosopher  Taurus  at  Athens ; 
the  son  happened  to  be  Prsetor  (at  the  time) 
of  the  Province  of  Crete.    Being  arrived  at  the 
house  of  the  Philosopher,  a  seat  was  offered  to 
the  father,  which  he  declined  in  favor  of  his 
more  dignified  son,  and  in  deference  to  his  pub- 
lic and  magisterial  character.    The  Philosopher 
disputed  the  propriety  of  this,   alleging  that 
though  such   deference    on  the    part    of   the 
father  might  "be  proper  enough  in  public,  such 
ceremonies,  on  MpriveUe  occasions,  should  give 
way  to  claims  and  pretensions  more  fixed  and 
natural.     Aulus  Gellius   upon  this  introduces 
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anotJier  story  from  the  Roman  History^  aft  f9it 
tioularly  applicable.  A  son  who  was  C&mulf 
happening  in  his  rides  to  meet  his  father,  who 
had  serred  the  office  the  year  before,  aiid  waa 
therefore  only  Proconsul  at  the  time,  the  latter 
forbore  to  pay  the  respect  of  getting  off  his 
horse,  on  the  ground  of  bis  being  the  Consul's 
father.  The  lictors  in  attendance  upon  the  son, 
knowing  the  harmony  subsisting  between  them, 
were  at  first  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  till  the  eon 
absolutely  bade  them  to  compel  his  father  to  disr 
mount;  to  which  the  latter  was  not  only  wise 
enough-to  submit,  but  at  the  same  tin^  £ialed 
ikot  highly  to  commend  his  son,  for  sui^orttng 
his  public  dignity* 

Th6  Romans  seem  to  hare  had  too  great  cre^ 
dit  given  them,  in  general,  for  that  iigh-wnd«d 
spirit  of  repu^c0imm,  which  OF^looks  all  acd- 
dental  differences,  in  estimating  the  noo^h  and 
merits  of  individuals;  and  is  gratified  rather 
than  otherwise,  with  the  unexpected  elev^on 
of  the  humble  and  lowly.  Horace  in  his  lYUi 
Epode,  though  it  must  be  confessed,  die  suhiect 
of  the  Ode,  Menas,  Pompey's  Freedman,  seems 
to  have  been  a  very  shabby  sort  of  gentlemoM, 
speaks  with  rather  too  much  contempt  of  the 
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want  of  family^  when  he  says,  *f  Fortuna  non 
uratat  Genus"  which,  under  any  circumstances^ 
is  a^  reflection  on  low  birth.  But  besides  this, 
he  makes  a  mockery  of  the  servile  condition  in 
which  Menas  had  once  been,  as  though  it  ought 
at  once  to  preclude  a  man  from  any  after  eleva- 
tion. I  am  the  more  angry  with  Horace  for  this, 
because  in  another  place  he  has  treated  the  sub- 
ject so  differently,  and  censured  the  people  for 
their  too  great  attention  tofamUy,  which  was 
certainly  their  foible,  as  that  satire  shews.  See 
Sat.  VI.  Lib.i. 

Nothing  could  be  more  contemptuous  than 
Cicero's  reply  to  a  man  whom  he  had  upbraided 
for  the  baseness  of  his  extraction ;  the  man  told 
him  he  did  not  understand  him.  ''  Aiid  yet 
Aou  hast  thy  ears  pierced,'*  said  Cicero  ;  signi- 
fying by  the  repartee,  that  he  was  of  servile  con- 
dition, because  the  Romans  used  to  piei*ce  the 
ears  of  their  slaves. 

When  Ventidim  Bassus,  a  man  of  very  mean 
parentage,  had  by  many  splendid  actions  and 
qualities  advanced  himself  to  the  highest  honoiB 
and  stations  in  the  republic,  the  Roman  popu- 
lace, so  far  from  being  pleased  wiUi  the  eleva- 
tion of  one  bom  and  bred  as  it  were  amongst 
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tkemsehes,  absolutely  mocked  and  insulted  him  qq 
that  very  account,  by  posting  up  in  various  parts 
of  Rome  the  following  satirical  verses ;  for  as 
such  they  were  evidently  intended. 

*<  CSononrrite  omMt  aagaret,  anupioet ; 

Nam  mulos  qjoijrieabai,  ConnU  factiu  est !" 

Rao,  mo,  ye  angort  and  amspioet ! 

Beliold  a|)ro£^  most  fMw  aad  ffroH^; 

Doe  who  drtst'd  nmht,  made  Conswl  to  be  sore ! 


I  have  in  another  place  taken  notice  of  the 
extreme  jealousy  manifested  by  the  gentry)  of 
Rome^  in  regard  to  the  Jus  Ammlorum,  wh^ 
persons  of  low  degree  took  upon  them  the  right 
of  wearing  rings,  thereby  trespassing  upon  the 
privileges  and  distinctions  of  the  higher  orders. 

It  is  well  known,  I  believe,  that  the  law  foj 
admitting  plebeians  to  the  consular  rank .  ai 
Rome,  was  entirely  owing  to  female  pride  and 
jealousy.  The  youngest  of  two  sisters  having  mar- 
ried a  plebeian,  while  the  eldest  was  the  wife  of 
^  patrician  and  Consul,  was  surprised  one  day, 
while  on. a  visit  to  the  latter,  at  hearing  the  loud 
knocking  of  the  lActors  at  her  sister's  door,  an- 
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lioancing  the  arrival  of  the  Consul.  The  lady 
^the  house  seeing  her  surprise,  sneeringly  and 
insultingly  observed,  "  the  wives  of  senators  are 
used  to  this  noise  ;'*  which  wrought  such  an 
effect  on  the^  mind  and  temper  of  the  younger 
sister,  that  she  never  rested  till  she  had  pre- 
vailed on  her  father  and  husband,  to  procure  for 
her  the  same  distinction  and  honors,  by  obtain- 
ing a  law  to  admit  Pkbetarts  to  the  Consular  dig- 
nity ;  which,  after  considerable  opposition,  was 
at  length  accomplished ;  her  husband  Licinius 
being  the  first  of  his  rank  who  was  elevated  to 
that  post  of  honor  and  authority. 

■Lucian,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  Aulus 
Oellius,  and  a  great  observer  of  living  manners^ 
both  Roman  and  Orecian,  appears  to  have  had 
his  eye  particularly  on  the  struggles  that  took 
place  amongst  his  contemporaries,  for  pre-end- 
nence  and  ^tinction.  He  continually  introduces 
heroes,  philosophers,  and  even  Gods>  into  his 
writings,  in  the  act  of  quarrelling  about  prece- 
dence or  superiority  of  some  kind  or  other.  Such 
is  his  dialogue  between  Alexander,  Hannibal, 
Sdpib,  and  Minos,  which  begins  with  a  sort  of 
vulgar  ;os^&  between  the  two  former,  in  the  very 
face  of  their  Judge.    "  Let  me  pass,"  says  Akx^ 
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their  lives  for  them,  and  sustain  the  sharpest 
torments  sooner  than  betray  them.     But  there 
is  nothing  finer  in  the  drift  of  the  Philosopher's 
argument,  than  the  continual  reference  he  makes 
to  the  possibility  of  reverses  in  life,  which  may 
at  any  time  happen  to  raise  servants  to  the  con^ 
dition  of  masters,  or  depress  the  latter  into  the 
state  and  condition  of  servants.    He  continually 
sets  the  chance  of  such  reverses  before  their 
eyes,  and  reasons  upon  them  as  any  good  Chris- 
tian might  do.     Seneca  also  refers  back  to  for- 
mer  times,  as  we  might  do,  when  the  connection 
between  master  and  servant  was  so  close,  that 
they  regarded  each  other  only  as  different  mem- 
bers of  one  family.     He  seems   to  regard  the 
changes  he  deplores,  as  owing  to  much  such 
causes  as  we  have  seen  reason  to  dwell  upon,  a 
preference  given  to  shewy  and  external  qualifi- 
cations, in  hiring  of  servants,  before  the  intrin- 
sic virtues  of  honesty,  sobriety,  &c.     It  is,  said 
he,  as  if  in  buying  a  horse,  some  fool  should 
look  only  at  the  saddle  and  bridle,  and  not  at 
the  horse  himself.     "  Sic  stultissimus  est,"  he 
adds,  and  his  own  .words  deserve  to  be  brought 
forward,  "  qui  hominem  aut  ex  veste,  aut  ex 
conditioner  quse  vestis  modo  nobis  circumdata. 
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'est/sestimat/'    He  then  in  a  noble  strain  of  ar-^ 
gument  returns  to  his  interrogatories — ^^  Servus 
est?  sed  fortasse  liber  ammo.    Servus  est  ?    Hoc 
illi  nocebit  ?  ostende  quis  non  sit.    Alius  libidini 
seryit,   alius  avaritia,   alius  ambitioni :   omnes 
timori.     Dabo  consularem  anicuhz  servientem  J 
dabo  ancillukd  diyitem :  ostendam  nobilissimos 
juTenes  mancipia  Pantomimjorum%    Nulla  servitus 
turpior  est,  quam  voluntaria/*    But  I  can  go  no 
further;  already  perhaps  I  shall  have  wearied 
many  readers,   whose  pardon  I  most  humbly 
implore,  while  I  pass  on  to  another  author,  much 
junior  to  Seneca,  but  yet  a  sort  of  ancient,  and 
who  seems  to  be  as  querulous  about  servants, 
as  any  modem  gossip  we  could  find.    I  mean 
the  celebrated  Petrarch ;  well  known  as  a  senti^ 
mental  lover  and  Italian  sonneteer,   but  not  so 
well  known  as  a  Latin  philosopher ;  though  while 
eighty  pages  contain  all  that  he  wrote  in  Italian, 
his  Latin  works  occupy  twelve  hundred  pages ; 
but  this  by  the  bye*    In  one  of  his  own  Epistles 
then,  Petrarch  notices  that  very  Epistle  of  Se- 
neca, just  referred  to,  as  written  in  defence  of  ser- 
vants,  and  throwing  all  the  blame  on  masters.  **  I 
ahould  be  sorry,  says  he,  to  dispute  the  autho- 
rity of  so  great  a  man,  but  as  far  as  my  experience 

VOL.    II.  R 
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goes,  it  seems  to  be  quite  the  contrary ;  perhaps 
he  and  his  friend  Lucilius  had  an  extraordinary 
knack  of  making  good  servants,  or  particular 
luck  in  finding  them.  To  me,  I  must  confess, 
both  seem  to  be  wanting,  though  they  have  oc^ 
cupied  all  my  care  and  attention.  Let  others 
then  see  to  themselves,  I  cannot  commend  what 
I  do  not  know»  In  my  estimation,  the  whole 
race  of  servants,  is,  beyond  every  thing  bad,  and 
I  look  upon  nothing  more  true,  than  the  very 
proverb  which  Seneca  finds  fault  with,  that  *  a 
man  has  just  so  many  enemies  as  he  has  ser- 
vants.' But  indeed  Seneca  pretends  to  speak 
only  of  good  servants,  the  bad  being  excluded 
from  all  commerce  with  their  masters ;  I  shaU 
believe  him,  for  so  he  seems  to  say ;  and  indeed 
I  have  collected  out  of  books,  many  examples 
of  good  servants,  nor  am  I  inclined  to  dispute 
the  fact,  or  the  credibility  of  the  writers ;  but 
whether  it  be  owing  to  the  change  of  times^  or 
to  chance,  or  to  my  own  impatience,  I  never 
saw  a  good  servant  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life;  and  yet  I  am  continually  looking  out  for 
one,  and  if  by  chance  I  should  ever  meet  one, 
shall  assuredly  be  as  much  astonished  as  if  I 
were  to  meet  a  man  with  two  heads.    But  lest 
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any  body  should  suppose  that  all  this.  is.  (ming 

either  to  some  severity »  or  negUgence  on  mf 

party  I  must  declare,   that  T  have  tried  ^vec^ 

way  to  make  them  good.     Lucilius  oould  not 

have  lived  more  familiarly  with  them  tlian  I  hav^ 

done;  I  have  allowed  them  to  converse  with  m^, 

to  advise,  and  even  to  sit  down  at  tabl^  with,  me* 

I  have  entrusted  myself  and  all  my  concerns  to 

dieir  care,  hoping  to  make  them  faithful  by  my 

confidence,  but  with  so  little  success,  that  ac* 

tually  every  thing  has  been  turned  against  me. 

Not  one  of  them,  but  has  become  more  saucy 

from  being  allowed  to  converse  with  me,  aad 

more  presuming  from  being  admitted  to  my  tar 

ble ;  and  as  too  much  familiarity  has  made  them 

impudent,  too  much  confidence  has  only  made 

them  thieves.   Let  Seneca  then  say  what  he  will 

in  |>raise  of  his  servants,  I  can  only  say  what  I 

know  of  my  own,  and  of  those  of  all  my  ao- 

quaintance.    I  must  confess  there  is  notihing  in 

life  from  which  I  suffer  more  molestation,  than 

botn  the  perverseness  and  obstinacy  of  servantsv 

In  other  contests  there  are  some  intervals  of 

peace  and  quiet,  but  with  our  domestic  enemies 

we  have  to  contend  for  ever,  and  without  any 

intermission.  However  I  am  aware  that  I  ought 

r2 
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to  learn  to  bear  with  a  firm  mind  what  I  know  t9 
have  befallen  some  of  the  most  celebrated  men 
in  the  worlds  for  eminent  authors  relate,  that 
'^  even  so  long  ago  as  in  the  heroical  ages, 
Ulysses,  after  all  his  multifarious  labours,  was 
dreadfully  annoyed  by  the  insolence  of  his  ser- 
vants and  handmaidens,  and  in  much  more  re- 
cent times,  the  Emperor  Frederick  is  reported 
to  have  done  nothing  but  complain,  living  and 
dying,  of  the  injuries  he  had  sustained  from  ser- 
vants." So  far  poor  unfortunate  Petrarch ;  and 
so  much  for  the  Italian  servants  of  the  XlVth 
century!  But,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  our  own 
poet  and  philosopher,  Shenstone,  seems^  in  the 
XVIIIth  century,  to  have  had  no  better  an  opi- 
nion of  English  servants ;  '*  I  have  been  for- 
merly," says  he,  in  his  essays  on  men  and  man- 
ners,/* so  silly  Its  to  hope  that  every  servant  I  had 
might  be  made  a  friend :  I  am  now  convinced 
that  the  nature  of  servitude  bears  a  contrary 
tendency.  It  is  the  nature  of  servitude  to  dis- 
card all  generous  motives  of  obedience,  and  to 
point  out  no  other,  than  those  scoundrel  ones 
of  interest  and  fear."  Now  I  don't  believe  this, 
and  think  I  have  shewn  the  contrary  in  some 
foregoing  instances  ;  not  but  that  servitude  may 
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have  the  tendency  attributed  to  it^  but  it  is  as- 
suredly to  be  corrected  by  good  usage,  though 
Petrarch  and  Shenstone  seem  to  think  otherwise. 
But  they  were  both  poets,  and  their  souls  per- 
haps unfitted,  for  these  lower  regions,  and  for 
mere  terrestrial  associations;  which  I  um  the 
more  led  to  believe  of  Shenstone,  because  he  is 
Uie  very  man,  who  said,  that  if  he  were  worth  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  he  would  build  him- 
self a  neighbourhood;  which  seems  to  imply  that 
he  Imd  no  neighbourhood  at  the  time,  in  his  own 
estimation,  though  every  body  knows  where  he 
lived. 

.  In  all  that  I  have  said  hitherto,  I  have  dwelt 
principally  on  the  state,  circumstances,  and  con- 
dition of  domestics ;  of  the  household  or  menial 
servant,  and  have  made  very  slight  allusion  to  the 
predial  or  husbandry  servant.  To  speak  in  An- 
glo-Saxon terms,  I  have  only  considered  the  state 
of  the  '*  Esms,^^  and  in  no  manner  meddlied  with  the 
?  Thecws,^*  [see  Heywood  on  Ranks.']  What  then 
shall  we  say  of  the  latter  ?  Are  the  employers 
and  employed  in  our  agricultural  districts,  upon 
a  better  footing  now  than  they  used  to  be  in  the 
times,  to  which  T  have  so  often  alluded ;  when 
the,  land  was  cultivated  in  a  great  measure  by 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


246  SERVANTS,   &C. 

slaves ;  slaves*  that  with  their  wives  and  families,' 
were  saleable  articles,  and  as  easily  transferable 
from  one  master  to  another,  as  the  cattle  in  the 
stalls,  or  as  the  land  itself;  to  which  indeed  they 
appertained  almost  as  inseparably,  as  the  herb 
of  the  field,  or  the  soil  of  the  ground?    I  should 
be  very  unwilling  to  go  far  into  this  subject  at 
present ;  hoping  things  may  mend,  when  they 
come  to  be  better  understood,  by  all  the  parties 
concerned ;  but  it  is  certainly  melancholy  to 
think  how  many  are  at  this  moiiient  in  bondage 
who  fancy  themselves  free.    Mr.  Hallam  in  his 
History  of  the  Middle  Ages,  speaking  of  the 
feudal  Villeins  or  Villans,  who  were  attached  to 
the  land,  says,  '*  Nor  was  their  poverty  perhaps 
less  tolerable  upon  the  whole  than  that  of  the 
modem  peasantry  in  most  countries  of  Europe." 
Now,  though  no  country  in  Europe  I  verily  be- 
lieve, has  acted  with  more  judgment  and  discern- 
ment than  our  own,  in  adopting  the  best  parts  of 
that  very  curious  system,  under  which  our  Ger^ 
man  ancestors  lived,  yet  I  much  doubt  if  worse 
instances  could  be  found  any  where  of  a   de- 
graded, dissatisfied,  discontented  peasantry,  than 
amongst  ourselves  at  this  moment;  and  that, 
through  the  operation  of  a  law,  made  so   ex- 
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pressly  for  their  relief  and  protection,  that  in  the 
midst  of  their  sufferings  and  depression,  they 
cling  to  it  as  though  it  were  the  palladium  of 
their  freedom  and  importance  in  the  State.  This 
then  is  an  anomaly  of  a  political  nature,  exceed- 
ingly to  be  deplored;  a  dreadful  interruption  to 
that  harmony  and  good- will  that  should  subsist 
between  the  farmers  and  the  peasantry,  all  flow- 
ing from  errors  and  mistakes  in  the  administra- 
tion of  a  law,  the  most  behign  and  charitable 
that  could  be  ponceived,  if  confined  to  \t&  proper 
objects :  that  is,  the  truly  helpless  and  unfortu- 
nate. Comparatively  then  with  the  Anglo-Saxon 
"  Theow,"  or  Feudal  "  Villan"  of  old  times,  I 
greatly  fear,  that  the  poverty  of  those  of  our  pea- 
santry who  are  dependent  on  parochial  funds,  is 
infinitely  less  tolerable,  all  things  considered, 
than  that  of  the  former.  Nay,  I  question  if  many 
of  our  modem  '*  Theows,''  though  nominally  in  a 
state  of  freedom,  are  not  much  greater  slaves 
than  their  progenitors,  "  Is  it,"  asks  the  Abbe 
de  Mably,  '*  of  the  essence  of  slavery,  that  every 
slave  should  have  a  tyrant  for  his  Lord  ?"  Cer- 
tainly not ;  and  I  think  it  will  appear  from  the 
foregoing  discussion,  that  many  of  the  Masters 
and  Mistresses  of  Slaves  in  former  days,  were 
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the  very  reverse  of  tyrants  :  nay,  there  are  laws 
still  extant  that  would  serve  to  shew,  that  they 
protected  and  supported  their  slaves  to  such 
excess  at  times,  as  to  call  for  the  interposition  of 
the  magistrate ;  but  at  all  events  the  numerous 
instances  of  the  manumission  of  slaves,  and  even 
of  voluntary  contracts  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
to  serve  their  lords  for  ever,  when  they  might 
have  been  free,  prove  clearly  that  it  is  not  of  the 
essence  of.  slavery  that  every  slave  should  have  a 
tyrant  for  his  Lord.  Am  I  then  advocating  the 
cause  of  slavery  ?  No,  God  forbid.  "  Disguise 
thyself  as  thou  wilt,  still,  slavery,"  I  say  with 
Sterne,  '*  thou  art  a  bitter  draught !"  But  have 
we  not,  through  the  operation  and  effects  of  the 
poor  laws,  ('^  la  phue  politique  de  FAngleterre  la 
plus  devorante,''  as  the  French  call  it,)  too  much 
disguised  slavery  at  this  moment  amongst  our- 
selves? It  is  the  glory  of  a  free  man  to  live  as 
he  will:  but  how  many  in  this  free  country  are 
now  doomed  to  live  only  as  they  can?  They  are 
not  indeed  irrevocably  bound  to  one  Lord;  they 
are  not  bought  and  sold  in  the  market;  they  are 
fU)t  compellable  to  do  all  manner  of  work,  or  lia"-* 
ble  to  arbitrary  punishments ;  but  are  they  not 
dependent,  (they  2ind  their  families^  on  many  lards. 
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for  food  and  raiment,  and  the  commonest  neces-* 
saries  of  life?  supplies  not  derived  from  supe- 
riors so  intimately  connected  with  them,  as  to 
give  and  bestow  such  things  upon  them  '*  cheer^ 
fidbf^^^  but  from  such  as,  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
contribute  to  their  wants  never  "  cheerfully,^  but 
always  "  grudgingly ^^   and   only  '*  o/*"  strict 
"  necessity  J*    The  Abb6  de  Mably,  whom  I  have 
already  quoted,  has  truly  enough  shewn,  that  he 
is  but  nominally  free  who  is  by  any  circumstances 
rendered  the  slave  of  poverty ;  and  that  every  one 
is  the  slave  of  poverty,  for  whom  the  State  does 
not,  or  cannot,  provide  sufficiently  in  the  way  of 
subsistence*     I  would  ask  then,  is  not  that  man 
the  slave  of  poverty,  who  marries  under  a  posi- 
tive assurance  that  his  offspring  must  be  fed,  and 
clothed,  and  taught,  and  employed  by  others! 
who  marries,  not  to  add  strength  to  the  commu- 
nity, but  to  augment  its  difficulties  ?  who  mar- 
ries (I  blush  to  say  it,  but  I  fear  it  is,  in  some 
cases,  but  too  true)  not  to  add  to  his  comforts, 
but  to  his  wants,  for  the  express  purpose  of  sanc- 
tioning increased  demands  on  a  public  purse?* 
Lastly,  who  marries  perhaps  under  a  suppressed 
feeling,  that  if  his  wife  and  children  should  be- 
.come  too  burdensome  to  himself,  he  will  in  due 
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time  abscond,  and  leave  the  whole  care  of  them 
to  the  parish  ?  Surely  wives  and  families  had 
better  be  sold  at  once,  according  to  the  ancient 
system,  under  the  chance  at  least  of  getting  a 
good  master,  than  thus  given  away  to  persons,  who 
can  never,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  be  ex- 
pected to  receive  them  kindly  ?  Is  this  a  proper, 
a  desirable  state  of  things  ?  Is  this  freedom, 
independence,  virtue,  or  happiness?  Is  this  what 
should  be  seen  in  a  land  of  industry,  and  exer- 
tion ?  Yet  it  is  seen,  and  who  is  to  blame  ?  This 
is  the  great  question — I  would  just  ask  then, 
have  noae  of  the  employed  been  driven  into  this 
sad  state  of  pauperism  and  demoralization,  by  the 
mistakes  of  their  employers?  Have  wages  always 
been  so  proportioned  to  prqfits,  that  when  the 
master  was  gaining  to  save,  the  servant  had  the 
means  of  doing  so  also  ?  Have  no  advanta^s 
been  taken  of  the  latter,  in  consequence  of  a 
variable  standard  of  money,  or  in  sending  them 
to  the  poor-books  for  the  proper  wages  of  indus- 
try, when  they  ought,  for  the  sake  of  all  parties, 
to  have  been  kept  clear  of  it?  Above  all  things, 
have  none  been  driven  into  improvident  ncuur- 
riages,  by  imposing  a  fine  on  single  men,  in  a 
niggardly  limitation,  or  absolute  reduction,  of  dieir 
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wages,  below  their  proper  value  ?  These  are  ques- 
tions which  it  would  be  well  for  those  to  ask 
themselves,  who  are  groaning  and  murmuring 
under  the  weight  and  burden  of  the  rates,  as  a 
tax  on  their  property — a  great  pecuniary  burden 
we  must  acknowledge  it  to  be  to  those  who  pay 
the  rate ;  but  in  my  own  estimation,  a  burden 
ten-fold  heavier,  in  a  physical,  moral,  and  poli- 
tical point  of  view,  to  those  who  are  dependent 
on  it  for  their  main  or  sole  support. 

I  have  thus  shewn  in  how  many  instances,  a 
dependance  on  parochial  relief  is  but  a  disguised 
state  of  slavery ;  and  with  this  aggravation,  that 
it  is  a  sort  of  slavery  from  which  there  are  no 
hopes  of  emancipation,  but  from  the  cultivation 
and  practice  of  those  very  virtues,  which  most 
unfortunately,  under  the  present  system,  the 
poor  think  themselves  absolutely  entitled  to  aban-- 
dan :  as  frugality,  prudence,  extraordinary  indus- 
try ;  a  disposition  to  provide  {or  futurity,  and  the 
moral  check  upon  early  marriages.  In  the  aban- 
donment of  these  virtues,  and,  what  is  worst  of 
all,  of  the  many,  many  comforts  attending  upon 
them,  the  poor  no  doubt  have  contributed,  and 
do  still  daily  contribute  largely  to  their  own  de- 
pression and  distress ;  so  largely  indeed  as  to 
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put  it  quite  out  of  the  power  of  any  government^ 
I  fear,  effectually  to  help  them.    In  fact,  if  they 
cannot  be  persuaded  to  help  themselves  in   the 
way  pointed  out,  they  must  remain  the  '*  slaves 
oi poverty ^^  and  the  servants  therefore  of  a  griev- 
ous **  tyrant:"  but  siispecting  as  I  do,  that  many 
of  late  years,  have  been  unwarily  drawn  into  the 
vortex  of  pauperism  by  an  injudicious  recourse 
to  the  poor-book  on  the  part  of  their  employers^ 
and  from  a  great  disturbance  in  the  value   of 
money,  not  perhaps  fully  understood  by    the 
employed  or  the  employers  in  country  places,  I 
cannot  conclude  without  giving  a  hint  to    the 
latter,  that  "  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  JmU 
hire,"  for  his  free  services ;  and  that  to  send  him 
without  urgent  necessity,  to  the  poor-book,  for  any 
portion  of  his  lawful  Bud  just  earnings,  (extraveh- 
garit  wages  being  quite  out  of  the  question)  is  to 
give  him  a  sort  of  claim  upon  the  fund,  by  no 
means  in  the  contemplation  of  the  original  law, 
and  highly  pernicious  to  all  parties,  in  its  effects 
and  consequences.     Happy  be  the  man,  Trho 
shall  ever  by  any  means,  assist  us  to  put  things 
upon  a  better  footing,  and  relieve  us  from  the 
many  difficulties  which  press  severely  at  present, 
both  upon  the  rich  and  the  poor ! 
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Persons  of  the  highest  consequence  have  been 
put  to  their  shifts  in  marshalling  companies^  and 
arranging  guests.  We  read  that  Henry  Duke  of 
Normandy,  son  of  Henry  II.  of  England,  gave  an 
entertainment  once,  to  which  so  many  of  the 
French  Noblesse  resorted,  that  he  could  hit  upon 
no  better  expedient  for  their  arrangement  than 
that  of  grouping  them  according  to  their  Chris- 
tian names,  sending  all  the  William^s  to  one 
table,  the  Charles's  to  another,  and  so  on.  It  is 
even  recorded  that  in  doing  so,  he  found  no  less 
than  a  hundred  and  ten  of  the  former  name^ 
independent  of  simple  gentlemen,  ushers,  and 
servslnts. 

I  remember  being  told  when  I  was  a  boy,  that 
one  of  the  Speakers  of  our  House  of  Commons, 
in  inviting  his  company  to  his  parliamentary 
dinners,  took  no  farther  pains  than  to  go  strait 
through  the  alphabetical  list  of  the  members,  so 
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that  in  the  coarse  of  the  parliament,  no  wonder 
that  the  Mr.  A.'s  should  get  tired  of  meeting 
none  but  the  Mr.  B.^s  and  C.^s,  and  vice  vers^. 
Had  the  late  worthy  Speaker,  Mr.  Abbot  (now 
Lord  Colchester)  adopted  this  plan,  his  own 
place  at  the  top  of  the  table,  would  have  been  in 
exact  alphabetical  order. 

Eyery  body  knows  the  scrape  Mr.  Timothy 
Treatall  got  into,  by  desiring  the  ladies  whom 
he  had  invited  to  supper  to  take  their  places  ac- 
cording to  their  age  and  seniority,  (see  Tatler, 
No.  262)  what  a  dreadful  confusion  arose  amongst 
his  guests,  when  the  arrangement  was  first  an- 
nounced, and  how  immediately  all  the  ladies 
who  had  before  pressed  for  a  place  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  table,  crowded  with  the  same  disorder 
and  eagerness  to  the  opposite  end. 

The  Emperor  Geta  used  to  arrange  his  dinners 
so,  as  to  have  on  the  table  at  one  time,  such 
dishes  only  as  began  with  the  same  letter;  as 
(to  exemplify  it  in  English)  Mutton,  Mushrooms, 
Macaroni,  Mince-pies,  Marmalade,  8ic.  Pork,  Pi- 
geons, Patties,  Pies,  Pan-cakes,  and  Plum-pudding, 
&c.  Lamb,  Leveret,  Larks,  Lobsters,  Lover,  and 
stewed  Lampreys!  Perhaps  the  very  Latin  of 
Julius  CapitoUnus,  from  whom  we  have  the  story. 
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may  amuse  some  of  my  readers.  '^  Habebat  con*- 
suetudinem,  ut  conyivia,  et  maxima  prandia  per 
singulas  literas  juberat»  scientibus  servis,  velot 
in  quo  erat  anser,  aprugna^  anas ;  item  puUus, 
perdix,  pavo,  porcellus,  piscis,  perna,  et  quee  in 
eam  literam  genera  edulium  caderent — ^facianus, 
faerta^  ficus,  &c,  8cc." 

Heliogabalus  took  a  fancy  to  the  number 
eight,  or  rather  to  the  Greek  proverb  awavrwroj : 
whence  he  chose  to  inyite  to  his  supper  eight 
bald  persons,  eight  bUrid  ones,  eight  gotity  ones, 
eight  deaf  ones,  eight  hoarse  ones,  eight  very 
black  ones,  eight  very  tall  ones,  eight  very  fat 
ones,  and  eight  hooked-nose  ones. 

A  very  old  gentleman  told  me  that  he  was 
once  invited  to  dine  with  a  lady  of  some  distinc- 
tion at. Bath,  about  his  own  age,  and  where  he 
met  a  party  of  intimates  to  the  number  of  eight, 
the  lidy  herself  making  one.  On  sitting  down 
to  th^  table,  the  seven  guests  looked  at  the  din- 
ner with  some  surprise,  there  being  nothing  solid 
to  be  seen  in  any  one  of  the  dishes ;  no  joint  of 
any  sort,  but  soups,  minced  meats,  stewed  vege- 
tables, jellies,  syllabubs,  creams,  &c.  This  old 
lady  amused  herself  a  short  time  with  witness- 
ing the  strange  looks  of  her  company,  before 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


356  ODD    ABRANGEMBNTS,  &C. 

ahe  explained  to  them  the  mystery.  She  theft 
told  them,  that  having  an  exact  knowledge  of 
their  circumstances,  and  a  sympathetic  feeling 
towards  them,  she  had  resolved  to  make  t^feait, 
for  the  whole  party,  suitable  to  their  condition. 
That  she  had  reason  to  know^  that  though  eight 
in  number,  they  had  not  one  tooth  amongst  them 
all,  and  she  had  therefore  ordered  a  dinner,  upon 
^hich  they  need  not  bestow  a  thought  upon  the 
lost  power  of  mastication.  Such  an  odd  piece 
of  kindness,  as  the  old  gentleman  told  me,  kept 
them  laughing  so  all  dinner  time,  that  they 
found  the  toothless  meal  almost  as  diflEicult  to 
swallow  as  if  it  had  consisted  of  bones. 

The  following  instance  of  curious  arrangement 
fell  under  my  own  knowledge.  To  avoid  offence 
I  shall  not  adopt  the  real  letters  of  the  names 
alluded  to,  but  the  story  will  lose  nothing  of  its 
effect  by  substituting  others.  A  very  obnoxious 
sermon  happened  to  be  preached  in  a  certain 
Archdeaconry,  at  a  Visitation,  by  a  gentleman 
(let  me  say)  of  the  name  of  Pro**.  At  the  next 
Visitation,  the  Clergymian  appointed  to  preach 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him,  (indispensably  so 
indeed,)  to  advert  to  the  former  sermon,  and 
combat  its  arguments^    This  he  did  to  th^  best 
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of  his  abilities,  and  so  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  auditors;  that  he  was  desired  to  print  his 
discourse ;  but  his  diffidence  was  such,  as  to  in- 
cline him  to  avoid  doing  so  if  possible.  At  all 
events,  he  judged  it  well  to  submit  his  manu- 
script first  to  a  person  more  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  and  to  request  his  advice;  in  doing 
which,  he  lamented  extremely  that  it  had  fallen 
to  his  lot,  tb  preach  on  so  trying  an  occasion, 
having  never  applied  his  mind  particularly  to 
that  branch  of  polemics.  It  naturally  surprized 
his  referee  to  find  that  something  so  incongru- 
ous should  have  taken  place,  till  a  gentleman 
happened  to  tell  him,  that  in  that  Archdeaconry 
the  preachers  were  always  appointed  alphabeti- 
cally, and  on  turning  to  the  name  of  his  corres- 
pondent, he  found  that  it  actually  began  with  the 
three  following  letters,  Pru***. 


VOL.  II. 
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IfT  may  be  expected  that  in  aitoh  a  wofk.^  t^ 
present^  •some  notice  should  be  taken  of  the.  Q^a^ 
ken,  who  reject  all  titles,  '^flaiimng  tities,"  8^»  tl^ 
call  them,  with  Elihu  in  Job,  (ob*  xxirii.  3\,(^^ 
attd  all  compUmtnU..  To  whom  such  prdi^^iffy 
appellations  as  Sir.  and  Madam,  Mmt&  and  Mk-^. 
tren,  give  offence^  and  who  cannot  bear  ibat  a^iy 
should  profess  to  be  the  ^bedimf  hwnble  -w^tmt/s; 
of  those  to  whom  in  reality  they  owe  Qeitber 
service  nor  obedience.  Howell  in  his  Epi^tle^tP 
the  Nobiltty  of  Bf^land,  prefixed  to  his  Frep^ 
and  Eiigtish  BiettoAary^  and  who  m  oft^n  cited 
by  the  Quakers,  observe^,  that  *'.Sir  and  Afo- 
dam  were  originally  names  given  to  none  but  the 
King,  his  brother,  and  their  wives,  both  in  France 
and  England.  Yet  now  the  ploughman  in  France 
is  called  Sir,  and  his  imfe  Madam ;  and  men  of 
ordinary  trades  in  England  Sir,  and  their  wives 
Dame  ;  which  is  the  legal  title  of  a  Lady,  and 
is  the  same  as  Madam  in  French.  So  prevalent 
have  pride  and  flattery  been  in  all  ages,  the  one 
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to  give  and  flie  other  to  receive  respect.'^  Su*- 
perfluous  titles  of  honor  .they  contend  do -lay  a 
necessity  upon. Christians  most  frequently  to  lie; 
because  the  persons,  obtaining  the^e  titles  aithet 
by  election  or  hereditarily,  may  frequently  bfe 
found  to  have  nothing  really  in  them  deserving 
4;hem,  or  answering  to  them  :  as  some  to  .whom 
it  is  said  ".your  ExcellefK^"  have  nothing  of 
JBzcellency  in  them;. and  who  is  called  "  your 
<Jrac»,". appears  to^be  an  enemy  to  Qi;ace;^and 
ht  who  is  called  "  your  Honor/'  is  known  to  be 
;base  and  ignoble.  Barclay,  from  ^whom  I  t^c 
this,  goes  ferther;  he  objects  much  to  the  Pajml 
titles  of  HoUmss,  JSmmnce,  &c.  and  grounds  his 
objections  on  Scripture.  **  We  find,  says  he,  no 
«ueh  thing  in  Scripture,  The  Christians  speak 
to .  the  Apoitles .  without .  any .  such  denomination, 
neither  Haying,  if  it  please  j»ttr  Grace,  your  flb- 
ti»es$,  your  Lordship,  nor  your  Worship :  they 
are  .neither  called  my  Lord  Peter,  nor  my  Lord 
Paul;. nor  yet  Master  Peter  nor  Master  Paul; 
nor  Docfor  Peter. nor  Doctor  Paul."  Though  he 
confessed  .the  Aposiles  might  hs^re  borne  these 
titles,  aince  "  th^  really  had  Holiness,  Excel- 
lency, and  Qrace ;  but  because  they  were  holy, 
s2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


260  QUAKERS. 

excellent,  and  gracious,  they  neither  used  nor 
admitted  of  such  titles.  But  these  having  nei- 
iher  Holiness,  Excellency,  nor  Grace,  will  needs 
be  so  called,  to  satisfy  their  ambitious  and  os* 
tentditiouB  minds,  which  is  a  manifest  token  of 
their  hypocrisy."  Even  the  title  of  "  Majesty'^ 
offends  him  equally.  Proud  Nebuchadnezzar, 
he  says,  assumed  it,  but  was  punished  for  it, 
and  generally  in  Scripture,  we  find  only  the 
simple  appellation,  "  O  King  /"  without  further 
designation  save  perhaps  the  name  of  the  person, 
as,  *'  O  King  Agrippa"  Paul,  he  observes,  was 
very  civil  to  Agrippa,  and  yet  gave  him  no  other 
title.  He  glosses  over  plausibly  enough  the  ad- 
dress of  Luke,  "  Most  excellent  Theophilus,*'  as 
well  as  that  of  Paul,  "  Most  noble  Festus,"  con- 
cluding that  as  both  Luke  and  Paul  wrote  under 
the  dictates  of  the  infallible  Spirit  of  God,  they 
knew  that  these  persons  deserved  the  titles  given 
them.  He  is  rather  sharp  upon  Calvin,  and  I 
really  think  with  great  reason,  on  the  following 
occasion.  The  Author  of  the  Ecclesiastical  His- 
tory of  the  Reformation  of  France,  relating  the 
speech  of  Lord  Rochefort  at  the  Assembly  of  the 
Estates  under  Charles  the  Ninth,  in  the   year 
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1560,  observes,  that  this  harangue  was  well  re- 
marked, in  that  he  used  not  the  word  (Majesty) 
invented  by  flatterers  of  late  years.  *'  And  yet, 
says  Barclay,  this  Author  minded  not  how  his 
Master  Calvin  used  \h\^  flxittering  title  to  Francis 
the  First,  King  of  France  ;  and  not  only  so,  but 
calls  him  Most  Christian  King,  in  the  Epistle  to 
his  Institutions  ;  though  by  Francis's  daily  per- 
secuting of  the  Reformers,  it  was  apparent,  he 
was  far  from  being  such  even  in  Calvin's  own 
esteem."  I  confess,  this  Epistle  of  Calvin  has 
always  struck  me  as  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
nor  do  I  wonder  that  Barclay  should  notice  it  as 
he  does,  considering  his  principles  in  regard  to 
titles,  and  the  remark  above  of  the  Author  of  the 
History  of  the  Reformation ;  for  if  the  omission 
of  the  word  Majesty,  a  title,  which  as  I  have 
before  observed,  Selden  pronounced  to  be  par- 
ticularly unexceptionable,  as  expressing  only 
"  greaterfiess,"  appeared  so  commendable  in  the 
case  alluded  to,  it  cannot  but  seem  extraordinary, 
that  the  very  chief  of  the  French  Reformers, 
should,  as  he  really  has  done,  load  Francis  the 
First  with  titles,  not  merely  in  the  comparative 
degree,  but  constantly  superlative ;  not  only 
styling  him  Christianissimm,  most  Christian,  in 
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his  title  and  address,  while  he  was  actually  per- 
secuting the  reformed  of  bis  own  kingdom  all  he 
could  * ;  but  in  the  course  of  the  Epistle  itself, 

Potentissinms,  most  potent; 

Bhsirmitnus,  mOst  illustrious ; 

Clarissimus,  most  eminent : 

Nobilissimus,  most  noble ; 

Invictissimus,  most  invincible ; 

Serenissimus,  most  serene ; 

Fortissimus,  most  brave  ; 
fiarclay  himself  dedicated  his  work  to  a  King 
(Charles  II.)  without  falling  into  any  such  incon* 
sistencies,  and  indeed  it  would  haVe  been  weir, 
if  that  unsteady  Monarch  had  attended  to  hi^ 
advice,  and  kept  himself  more  clear  of  those  lusts 
and  vanities,  against  which  th6'  Sc6tch  Quaker 
so  boldly  cautioned  him. 

I  have  in  a  former  part  of  thiis  work  observed 
how  fitly  modem  titles  might  be  tutnfed  agaitist 
those  who  bear  them  unworthity,  in  flie  way  of 
Mnt  or  reproof:  and  I  have  alio  endeavoiifed  to 

*  He  tnttned  them  f>j  dotens,  sent  them  to  the  gaO^  hj  kMtedi, 
and  bfmuktd  them  bj  thousands,  si^f  Msserai;  tad  IMM  i^eo^t^s 
a  rare  scene,  at  which  Francis  was  present,  to  see  six  of  these  na- 
happj  persons,  roasted  to  death  by  dow  degrees,  **  pour  leur  faire 
ietOkr  la  plus  vwe  impression*** 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


QUAKERS.  263 

shew,  in  what  manner  far  greater  titles  may  in 
reality  belo&g  to  the  untitled  upon  earth,  than 
^ly  bestowed  by  civil  authority,  on  our  highest 
Nobility.  In  this^  Barclay  seems  entirely  to 
agree  with  me*  '*  Who  are  they,"  says  he,  *'  who 
aare  honorable  indeed  ?"  (That  is  right  honorable*^ 
^  is  it  not  the  fighUom  man  ?  is  it  not  the  hofy 
man  ?  is  it  not  the  humbk'-hearted  man  ?  the  me^k^ 
spirited  man  ?  and  are  not  such  those  that  ought 
to  be  honored  lonongst  Christians  ?  Now  of  titese 
may  there  not  be  poor  men,  Ic^xmrers^,  Jkhermen, 
&o.  ?"  And  he  quotes  Jerome  properly  enough, 
to  shew,  that  while  he  that  obeyeth  not  sin,  is 
free,  h©  who  is  strong  in  virtite,  must  be  noble. 

Thie  is  all  right  enough ;  but  why  then  make 
such  a  fu$^  about  worldly  titles,  which  cannot  in 
r^lity  and  with  a  view  to  better  things  and  a 
better  world,  in  any  manner  detract  from  the 
pe&tness,  or  Utoer  the  credit,  of  any  one  worthy, 
virttwm,  fious  plebeian  ?  which  in  fket  ought  to 
be  regarded  only  like  money ;  not  so  much  ac- 
eording  to  the  real  merit  of  those  who  bear  them, 
as  to  th6  imaginary  value  stamped  upon  them 
by  custom,  law,  &c.  It  was  well  said  by  an  ob- 
server of  the  French  Revolution,  when  they  were 
railing  at  titles,  and  voting  by  acclamation  for 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


264  QUAKERS. 

their  abolition,  "  why,  if  you  think  them  so  vain 
aii4  frivolous,  try  to  deprive  your  opponents  erf 
them?  If  they  be  really  so,  how  can  you  ex^ 
pose  the  obnoxious  Nobles  more  than  by  letting 
them  continue  to  bear  them  ?  Your  very  oppo*; 
sition  to  them  shews  that  they  have  some  weight 
in  society,  and  that  you  expect  to  seem  greater  * 
yourselves,  when  others  are  deprived  of  them.'' 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall  always  think  they  hav& 
their  use,  under  wise  and  good  regulations,  and 
that  the  Quakers  do  themselves  injustice  by 
being  so  very  particular  about  them,  for  accord- 
ing to  their  own  account,  after  all  their  railing 
against  titles  of  honor,  and  worldly  distinctioDA^ 
they  are  far  from  being  democrats,  radicals,  or  bad 
subjects  under  a  Monarchy  like  our  own. 

Let  them  speak  for  themselves  as  to  this«  The 
passages  are  on  many  accounts  worth  transcrib- 
ing ;  there  being  a  great  deal  of  good  sense  in 
them,  though  we  must  recollect  that  it  was  writ- 
ten by  an  Apologist,  who  had  a  rare  knack  of 
giving  an  air  of  plausibility  to  the  extravagancies 
of  his  sect*.    "  Let  not  any  judge/'  says  Bar* 

*  I  do  oot  mean  to  spetk  disrespectfall)^  of  Barclay,  but  he  cer- 
tainly bad  to  defend  swgularities,  if  not  extravagancies;  and  I  grant 
that  be  has  done  so  very  adroitly,  though  not  to  my  own  conYiotioo. 
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cky/  '^  that  hereby  we  intend  to  destroy  the 
mutual  relation  that  either  is  between  Prince  and 
People,  Muster  and  Servants,  Parents  and  Chil-' 
dren; — neither,  that  from  our  opinion  in  theae 
things,  any  necessity  of  levelling  will  follow,  or 
that  all  men  must  have  things  in  common.    Our 
principle  leaves  every  man  to  enjoy  that  peace- 
ably, which  either  his  own  industry,  or  his  pal- 
rents  have  purchased  to  him ;  only  he*  is  thereby 
ifistructed  to  use  it  aright,    both  for  his  own 
good,  and  that  of  his  brethren,  and  all  to  the 
glory  of  God. — And  further,  we  say  not  hereby, 
tbit  no  man  may  use  the  creation  more  or  less 
than  another :  for  we  know  that  as  it  hath  pleas- 
ed God  to  dispense  it  diversely,  giving  to  some 
more,  and  to  some  less,  so  they  may  use  it  ac- 
cordingly.   The  several  conditions,  under  which 
men  are  diversely,  stated,  together  with  their 
educations  answering  thereunto,  do  sufficiently 
shew  this  :  the  servant  is  not  the  same  way  edu- 
cated as  the  master ;  nor  the  tenant  as  the  land" 
lard;  nor  the  rich  as  the  poor:  nor  the  Prince 
aa  the  peasant.    Now  though  it  be  not  lawful  for 
any,  however  great  abundance  they  may  have, 
or  whatever  their  education  may  be,  to  use  that 
which  is  merely  superfluous :  yet  seeing  that  edu- 
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caHon  has  accustomed  them  thereunto,  and  tlmr 
capacity  enables  diem  so  to  do^  witlkont  beings 
pr^^me  and  extravagant,  ihey  may  use  tliisgft- 
better  in  their  kind,  than  Such  whose  education' 
hath  neither  accustomed  them  to  socb  things, 
Tk^  their  capacity  will  reach  to  compass  theoi^ 
For  it  is  beyond  questton,  that  whatever  thit^ 
the  creation  affords,  is  for  the  use  of  man,  and 
the  moderate  use  of  them  is  lawful ;  yet  per  tu>^ 
aden$  they  may  b^  unlawful  to  some,  though  not 
to  others*  As  for  indtaoice,  he  th^  by  reason  of 
his  estate  and  education  bath  been  used  to  e4t 
jfesA,  and  drink  whe,  and  to  be  clothed  wiA  the 
^finest  wool,  if  his  estate  will  bear  it,  sytid  he  use 
it  neither  in  superfluity^  nor  immoderately,  he 
may  do  it ;  and  perhaps,  if  he  should  apply  him- 
self to  feed  or  be  clothed,  as  are  the  peasants^ 
it  might  prejudice  the  health  of  his  body,  and 
nothing  advance  his  souL  But  if  a  man,  whoM 
estate  and  education  hath  accustomed  him  te 
both  coarser  food  and  raiment,  should  stretch  lum-* 
self  beyotid  what  he  had,  or  were  Used  to  the 
manifest  prejudice  of  his  family  and  childreny  no 
doubt  it  would  be  unlawful  to  him,  even  so  te 
eat  or  be  clothed  as  another  in  whom  it  is  law^ 
ful."    Now  in  all  this  ihete  is  surely  a  great  deal 
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of  good  sense,  and  soutid  morality.  He  furthef 
^^motiish^s  those  who  hate  fuhiess,  to  watoh 
oveT  tbemselyes^ .  and  use  it  moderately ;  and 
oiMnfbrtd  those  who  have  no  such  Worldly  fulness 
and  abundance,  with  the  ho^e  of  the  far  ^Veat» 
advantage  it  is  in  their  power  to  enjoy,  by  being 
rich  as  to  the  inward  mttn>  and  having  a  spiritual 
fdloif^ship  with  the  Saints. 

Though  I  applaud  and  approve  this  passage, 
copied  from  the  writings  of  their  great  Apologkt, 
I  never  can  see  much  rilafson  in  their  other  pro* 
ceedings  ;  especially  in  tbeir  peculiar  language 
and  manners,  so  at  variance  with  the  common 
wlty6  of  the  world.  I  do  not  see  how  th^ir  ai^ 
guitents  can  hold  go6d,  by  which  th6y  would 
support  such  customs.  The  out^ai*d  cetemonied 
for  instance,  of  boding  the  head  or  body^  taking 
off  {he  hat,  Sic,  they  piofess  to  consider  as  no 
moi'e  slctual  criterions  of  obekance  and  inspect, 
than  fhey  hold  mourning  garments  to  be  the 
criterions  of  liorrow.  Knoi/^ing  and  believing 
this,  why  do  they  then  attach  duch  importance 
to  £hem  ?  Titles  of  honour  in  the  same  matmer, 
however  ^a^^enng,  they  do  not  regard  as  really 
conveying  any  false  ideas  as  to  the  moral  excel- 
lence of  the  persons ;  they  merely  reject  them. 
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because  they  seem  to  themselves  as  capable  in 
some  instances  of  violating  the  truth.  Not  in  all; 
as  we  have  a  right  to  suppose,  because  they 
imagine  Luke's  *'  most  excellent'*  and  Paul's  "  most 
noble,"  might  fairly  attach  to  the  persons  so 
called,  and  that  they  knew  it  through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Spirit. — But  who  are  so  much,  in 
their  own  ideas,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit, 
as  Quakers  ?  and  may  we  not  ask,  does  the  Spi- 
rit never  suggest  to  them  any  difference  of  peri- 
sons  *  ?  Do  they  never  find  in  the  whole  compass 
of  their  acquaintance,  or  mass  of  their  fellow 
creatures,  so  much  as  one  most  noble  or  one  most 
excellent,  even  upon  their  own  grounds  ?  Why- 
was  Festus  most  noble?  because,  says  Barclay^ 
**  he  suffered  Paul  to  be  heard  in  his  own  cause, 
and  would  not  give  way  to  the  fury  of  the  Jews 
against  him."  And  what  Judge  upon  the  Eng- 
lish Bench  might  not  now  lay  an  equal  claim 
to  the  title  of  Nobility?  If  any  man  is  ever 
prevented  pleading  his  own  cause  before  an  Eng- 
lish Judge,  I  will  venture  to  say  it  is  for  his  own 
good.    The  Judge  knows  how  he  might  injure 

*  See  some  good  remarks  to  this  purpose  on  the  Quakers  own 
chosen  appellation  of  "  Friend"  iodiscriminatelj  applied  to  all  per- 
sons, in  the  XlXth  Number  of  the  EdkUmrgh  Review,  (1807)  p.  0&. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


QUAKERS. 

himself,  if  ignorant  of  the  technicalities  and  nice' 
ties  of  the  law^  through  which  in  criminal  cases, 
even  the  guilty  have  a  thousand  chances  of  escap- 
ing conviction.  This  is  so  well  known  to  the 
ablest  advocates,  that  there  is  a  good  story  cur- 
rent of  Mr.  Thelwall  (I  think  it  was)  and  Mr. 
Erskine,  as  follows  :  the  former  being  to  be  tried 
for  treason,  wrote  to  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Erskine, 
the  following  laconic  epistle :  "  I  shall  plead  my 
oum  cause.^'  To  which  Lord  E.  as  laconically 
replied  :  "  You'll  be  hanged  if  you  do."  Mr. 
Thelwall  stood  corrected,  and  therefore  wittily 
enough  rejoined:  "  Then  if  I  do,  FU  be  hanged:'' 
and  wisely  gave  up  so  mad  a  project.  Quakers 
in  time  past  might  be  rudely  treated,  and  I  fear 
n^ere  so,  both  by  the  populace  and  by  Judges,  as 
Mr.  Clarkson  relates  a  case  of  Judge  Glyn ;  but 
in  the  present  day,  I  am  confident  our  Judges 
are  all  as  noble  as  Festus  in  this  particular,  and 
would  not  give  way  to  the  fury  of  any  enemies, 
of  whom  the  Quakers  might  have  to  complain. 
What  indeed  could  be  more  liberal  than  the  re- 
lief afforded  to  Quakers  by  the  Legislature,  in 
actually  receiving  their  affirmation  instead  of 
an  oath ;  an  affirmation  which,  in  further  accom- 
modation to  their  principles,  has  been  so  altered 
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tis  not  even  to  contain  the  sacred  name  of  the 
J>tiity !  Is  it  not  "most  noble"  in  the  Legisla* 
tors  of  their  country  and  their  fellow  subjects, 
4:0  trust  them  in  this  manner,  in  compliance  ivith 
their  religious  principles  ?  Who  could  ha^e 
bthaved  more  nobly,  more  grandly,  more  tnagna^ 
nimoiuly  to  the  Quakers,  than  our  late  King? 
admitting  them  often  to  his  presence,  and  dis- 
pensing with  all  courtly  ceremonies  to  humcHir 
their  feelings  ?  But  they  would  never  have  ad- 
dressed a  menK)rial  to  that  worthy  Monarch,  by 
his  customary  title  of''  the  King's  ^noa^  Excellent 
Majesty.*'  I  should  like  to  ask  them.  Why  not  ? 
iNobody  yet  knows  who  St.  Luke's  Theophibis 
was;  but  if* he  were  only  an  imaginary  being, 
and  styled  "  most  excellent,"  merely  as  a  lov^ 
of  God,  (as  the  name  imports  in  Greek)  was  nc^ 
George  III.  generally  regarded  as  a  lover  of  God 
and  a  good  Christian?  Did  the  Spirit  or-'*  in- 
ward light*'  ever  move  any  Quakers  to  tell  hiea 
he  w^s  otherwise,  or  even  incline  them  to  think 
so  ?  I  am  not  disposed  to  take  any  liberties  with 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  but  I  certainly  do  not  see 
why,  in  regard  to  the  Quakers,  George  III.  was 
not  as  excellent  as  any  real  or  imaginary  3%«o* 
philus,  and  our  modern  Judges  as  noble  as  Fe9tu9, 
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Upon  the  Qiiakers'  own  prinoiples;  The^^may 
cite  £tihu  as  long  as  they  please,  though  I.think 
l^hu  had  partialitj/  in  his  head  more  /than  iflat' 
toy;  but  at  all  events,  it  was  a  real  fault  with 
the  Araiians,  (among  whom  the  book  of  Job  is 
supposed  by  some  to  have  been  written,)  to  use 
jtsnOming  tiiles,  not  as  forms  o(  address,  ssiXkO' 
tinned  or  established  by  the  laws,  but  for  the 
ifery  purpose,  of  obtaining  .s<Hne  favor  or  gratuity, 
9itfl  therefore  in  the  v^  spirit  of  low,  merce- 
Qury,. abject  flattery-^the  very  wiord  in  Hebrew^ 
and  its  corresponding  teun  in  Arabic,  signifying 
according  to  Castell  and  Schultens,  cited  by 
Saiikluiist,  *'  to  call  a  person  by  a  name  that 
does  not  strictly  belong  to  him,  in  compliment 
qit  flattery '^  Are  the  Quakers  to  suppose  thait 
among  all  their  contemporary  countrymen  there 
is  I  none  reaUy  honarmble,  no  not  one?  None 
r&tUy  noUe, /aon^  reverend,  none  worthy?  To 
discard  titles  so  generally,  must  imply  thisrr^ 
JUihu  was  certainly  no  Quaker,  for  in  Ch.  xxxiv. 
ver.  3, \ if  I. am  not  much  mistaken,  he  calls 
those  wise  men,  and  in  ver.  10,  men  of  understand^ 
ing,  whom  in  Ch.  xxxii.  9,  he  seems  strongly 
to  intimate,  he  did  not  acUially  esteem  to  be 
vfise,  or  to  be  very  sound  o(  judgment.    He  was 
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no  Quaker^  for  he  seems  to  doubts  Ver.  18,  Ch« 
xxxiy.  whether  it  could  be  fit  to  say  to  a  King, 
thou  art  wicked,  or  to  Princes,  ye  are  ungodly. 
The  truth  is,  the  Quakers  acknowledge  that 
some  very  high  titles,  as  '*  most  excellent,"  and 
'*  most  noble,"  may  be  applied  to  persons,  con- 
sistently with  the  Spirit  of  the  Gospel,  if  applied 
properly.  In  refusing  such  titles  therefore,  the 
onus  probandi  lies  upon  them  to  shew.  Why  in 
particular  instances  they  may  not  be  proper. 
They  can  discriminate  between  Festus  and  Felix, 
who  held  the  S€tme  office,  but  whom  St.  Paul  did 
not  equally  call  ''  most  noble,"  and  why  then 
should  titles  be  generally  and  entirely  discarded, 
for  if  there  should  be  many  Felixes  high  in  rank 
or  office,  may  there  not  also  be  many  Festuses  ? 
At  first,  (though  they  soon  became  better  n^an* 
nered)  the  Quakers  pretty  well  knew  how  to  give 
bad  titles,  though  they  shunned  giving  any  good 
ones.  I  shall  mention  a  few  firom  Leslie,  ex- 
tracted from  their  own  writings.  Covgurors, 
Thieves,  Robbers,  Antichrists,  Witches,  Devils,  scar-- 
let-coloured  Beasts,  Blood-hotinds,  Lizards,  Moks^ 
Tinkers,  green-headed  Trumpeters,  Wheel-barrows, 
Gimcracks,  Whirlpoolsy  Whirligigs,  Moon-cahes, 
Thread-bare  Tatterdemallions,  Serpents,  Vipers,  Mi^ 
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Msters  of  the  Devil,  raoemng  Evening  Wolve$  and 
Bears,  Devih  incarnate,  Devil-driven,  dungy  Dogs,. 
SkaUow-heads,  Clamourers,  Apostates.  Modem 
Quakers  are  far  better ;  but  I  think  such  a  selec^ 
tion  of  bad  titles  bestowed  on  their  adversaries 
and  opponents^  bespeaks  a  radical  defect  in  their 
system  of  belief^  as  exemplified  in  their  earliest 
proceedings,  for  I  am  citing  works  of  more  than 
a  century  old  ♦.    Take  one  or  two  more  in- 

*  I  beg  that  thii  may  be  attended  to,  for  I  hare  been  acoased,  bj 
aT«rj  eminent  and  distinguished  Quaker,  of  raking  ap  andreyiyiog 
these  things,  merely  oat  of  spite  and  malice.  Fanaticism  is  always 
Ae  same ;  1  hare  no  intention  of  making  modem  Quakers  respon-' 
sible  f<nr  the  absurdities  of  the  first  founders  of  the  Sect,  but  as  **  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  (to  cite  a  modem,  and  I  belieTe  a  livbg 
Quaker,)  *<  is  a  doctrine  on  which  the  Quakers  insist  more  than 
other  j^fessors  of  the  Christian  name,"  surely  we  who  are  not 
Qoakers  hare  a  right  to  enquire  into  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  reg^ard 
to  Quakers,  whether  ancient  or  modem ;  the  pretensions  being  at 
all  events  the  same.  The  claim  to  spiritual  influences,  is  always  a 
Tery  questionable  claim,  (miracles  being  now  at  on  enrf,  amongst 
PfOtestants  at  least)  and  the  celebrated  Whitfield,  the  Methodist, 
has  given  us  as  good  a  caution  upon  this  head,  perhaps  as  any  body. 
"  Alas !  alas  i"  says  he  in  his  Journal,  **  in  how  many  things  have  I 
judged  and  acted  wrong !  being  fond  of  Scripture  language,  I  hare 
often  used  a  style  too  apostoUcal,  and  been  too  bitter  in  my  zeal ; 
a^id  I  find  I  ha?e  frequently  wrote  and  spoke  too  much  in  my  own 
^firit,  when  I  Humgkt,  I  was  writing  and  speaking,  entirely  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Spirii  of  Ocd"  And  again,  '*  Henceforward  Satan 
transformed  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  and  worked  so  artfully,  that 
VOL.11.  T 
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stances^  particularly  the  following  case  of  Mr« 
John  Pennyman^  who  began  to  grow  sick  of 
their  company.  They  bestowed  on  him,  accord- 
ing to  Leslie,  the  following  titles : — Grinning 
J>og^  Whiffling  Cur,  the  DwU's  Agent,  the  DemP^ 
Drudge,  the  DeviFs  Porter,  Vassal  of  Hell,  eufS04 
Serpent,  Bondslave  of  the  Devil,  with  a  hiuidrecl 
such  compliments.  They  even  called  him  ^'  un- 
clean nasty  Spirit."  Now,  says  Leslie,  (who  koew 
him,)  he  is  the  neatest  old  man,  and  the  most 
inoffensive  I  think  I  ever  saw.  See  Vol.  L 
p.  227, 

The  following  invective  by  one  Fisher,  wa» 
directed  against  no  less  a  man  than  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  John  Owen,  Dean  of  Christ  Church., 
"  Thou Jiery  Fighter  and  green-headed  Trumpeter; 
thou  Hedge-hog  2Lnd  Grinning  Dog;  thou  Bastard, 
that  tumbled  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Babylonish 
bawd;  thou  Mole;  thou  Tinker;  thou  Lizard; 
thou  Bell  of  no  Mettle  but  the  tone  of  a  Kettle; 
thou  Wheelbarrow;  thou  WJiirligig;  O  thou  JJre- 
brand;  thou  Adder  and  Scorpion;  thou  Louse; 

1  imagwed  the  good  and  not  the  «m/ Spirit,  suggested  to  me  all  J.  did !" 
After  this,  who  can  rentnre  to  say  it  is  not  well  to  walch  Ae  work- 
ings of  the  Spirit,  in  those,  <*  who  insist"  apenks  lothKioes  ' 
than  others  r 
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thou  Cow-dung:  thou  Moon^a^:  thoii  ro^ed 
Tatterdemallim :  thou  Judas;  thou  Urest  in  phi- 
losophy and  logic,  which  are  of  the  Deyil !" 

Could  the  self-same  Spirit  that  ia  supposed  to 
have  infonned  Luke  and  Paul  that  Theaphilus 
and  Festus  were  "  most  excellent'*  and  ^'  most  nobh,'* 
have  informjed  or  (x>/it»'nc6£2  any  of  these  Saints  or 
Quakers  of  former  days«  that  their  opponaits 
were  really  Whirligigs  and  Wheelbarrows,  li- 
zards. Moles,  or  Devils  incarnate  ? 

To  be  sure  the  Quakers  of  those  days,  who 
gave  these  titles  to  their  opponents,  were  care- 
ful to  assert  that  they  did  not  proceed  from  anger 
or  passion,  but  from  a^'a^^^  and  go^y  zeal  against 
deceiyers  and  deceit.  Hudibras  may  answer 
this. 

*'  The  Saiiitfrmaj  do  tbe  same  thiugs,  by 
The  Spirit,  in  sincerity, 
Whicb  o&er  men  tre  tenpted  to. 
And  at  the  DeuiTa  instance  do. 
AU  Piety  consists  therein 
With  them,  in  other  men  off  Sin," 

To  conclude  this  pottion  of  my  work;   the 

Quakers  may  be  very  worthy  good  people,  quiet 

subjects,  honest,  just  and  charitable,  but  yet  I 

do  not  like  their  ways;  nor  theiT  passive,  though 

T  2 
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I  would  withhold  no  praise  due  to  their  active 
virtties.  Their  passive  virtues  approach  nearer  to 
vices :  in  the  refusal  to  pay  tithes,  to  illuminate 
on  nights  of  rejoicing,  &c.  8cc.  In  both  in- 
stances, while  Peace  is  in  their  mouths,  Uiey 
wantonly  provoke  strife  and  contention  ♦.  They 
compel  even  a  Clergyman  to  fight  for  his  dues, 
and  sooner  than  light  a  few  tallow  candles  and 
put  them  in  their  windows,  to  avoid  riot  and 
confusion,  expose  the  lives  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects to  destruction,  and  their  neighbours' 
houses  and  persons  to  the  fdry  of  an  irritated 
populace.  How  can  they  pretend,  as  they  do, 
to  cite  in  their  favour,  as  obedient  subjects,  the 
following  strong  passages  :  *'  Let  every  soul  be 
subject  unto  the  higher  powers" — (surely  not  to 
their  persons  only  but  their  laws) — "  Put  them  in 
mind  to  obey  Magistrates*' — "  Submit  yourselves 
to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake" — 
"  As  free,  and  not  using  your  freedom  for  a  cloke 
of  maliciousness.''  Though  this  be  generally 
interpreted  of  persons  in  the  following  passages, 
as  "  of  the  King  as  supreme,"  or  **  Governors," 
8cc.  1  Peter  ii.  13, 14.     I  am  much  more  disposed 

*  I  cannot  retract  this  or  expange  it,  though  admonished  so  to  do. 
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to  render  it,  every  law,  stcUute,  or  decree,  made 
by  any  civil  Governors.  I  will  venture  to  say  it 
18  so  used  all  through  the  Old  Testament,  and 
New  Testament  also,  if  we  except  the  very  pas- 
sage which  the  Quakers  quote,  1  Peter  ii.  13. 
and  which  is  generally  referred  to  Magistrates, 
rather  than  to  the  laws  they  have  to  administer* 
Though  Dr.  Doddridge  indeed  paraphrases  it  in 
such  a  way  as  to  include  both,  Beza  expressly 
considers  it  as  referring  to  that  obedience, 
**  Qmb  tom  kgibus  tum  magistratibus  debeter," 
and  his  note  is,  Ordinationi,  xn^si,  id  est,  ra^si 
fiM  iroXtrsips.  The  French,  in  their  translation  at 
ike  least,  leave  it  open  to  both,  etablissements 
humain,  which  may  express  a  constituted  law  as 
well  as  a  constituted  Magistrate.  "  Whosoever 
resisteth  the  power/*  saith  St.  Paul,  ^'  resisteth 
4ke  ordinance  of  God."  I  know  that  two  different 
Greek  words  are  used  to  express  the  term  ordt- 
nance  in  the  New  Testament,  but  I  am  confident 
both  of  them  may  imply,  the  passing  of  a  law  or 
ordaining  any  thing  by  a  decree,  as  well  as  the 
appointment  of  Kings,  or  Governors,  and  I  there- 
fore hold,  that  not  the  persons  only,  but  the 
laws  of  any  suprem^  Governor  or  Governors  in  a 
«tate,  ought  according  to  the  strict  rules  of  ChriSr 
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tianity  to  be  obeyed,  and  that  the  Quakers  there*- 
fore  are  not  right  to  resist  sudi  ordinances,  as.  the 
regular  payment  of  tithes,  for  instance,  in  which 
they  generally  betray  great  obstinacy  and  per- 
verseness,  for  I  can  scarcely  call  it  by  any  other 
name.  I  shall  quote  against  them  to  this  pur- 
pose, a  passage,  which  I  find  in  a  book  written 
by  one  Friend  Tuke  *,  and  which  was  given  to 
me  by  a  Quaker.  "  In  every  sodety,  avil  or 
religious,  submission  is  necessary  to  the  regu-  - 
lations  of  that  society,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
licentiousness  and  confusion  which  would  fol- 
low, if  every  man  acted  upon  his  own  ideas, 
without  any  external  restriction.''  Surely  this 
passage  bears  hard  upon  theoiselves,  who  in  so 
many  instances  refuse  to  comply  with  th^  rfgu- 
lations  of  that  society,  to  which  as  members  and 
subjects  of  the  state,  they  necessarily  belong 
and  who  so  pertinaciously  follow  the\r  own  ideas 
in  all  they  do.  The  primitive  Quakers  indeed 
were  less  inconsistent,  for  to  back  their  reftis^  of 
tithes,  they  put  forth  a  declaration,  signed  by  7000, 
abolishing  all  the  laws,  and  anathenmtising  idl  thd 
law-makers  who  enact  tithes,  the  payers  and  re- 

*  An  admirable  little  book  in  manj  respects,  and  coDclasiTe  I  think 
against  the  CahmuU. 
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c^irers  of  them,  or  any  who  countenance  or  own 
tiiem.    This  was  in  the  year  1669. 

The  Quakers  I  think  would  be  puzsled  how  to 
act  if  they  were  great  travellers ;  for  as  they 
relose  here  to  uncover  the  head  in  token  of  re^ 
^pecty  in  Turkey  tiiey  should  uncover  them  for 
die  very  same  reeuon,  it  not  being  usual  to  un*- 
coymv  the  head  there  even  in  presence  of  the 
Grand  Seignior. 

The  rise  of  the  Quakers  was  in  a  period  of 
such  anarchy  and  confusion^  that  we  cannot  be 
surprised  to  find  the  original  founders  of  the 
4»6Ct  exceeding  all  bounds  of  sobriety  in  their 
4enets  atid  manners  *•  The  following  account  of 
the  changes  that  occurred,  before  the  sect  was 
half  a  century  old,  is  certainly  very  curious^ 
^*  At  their  first  setting  up,  when  they  were  poor 
4suid  beggarly,  it  was  their  constant  theme  to  rail 
*at  Jine  houses,  and  costly  furniture,  particularly 
'against  coaches,  which  they  despised,  as  the  For 
did  the  grapes  which  were  out  of  his  reach.  They 
jnade  these  the  infallible  marks  o{  pride,  and  of 
4he  world's  people.  No  man  denies  that  pride 
IB  a  $m :  and  that  men  may  be  proud  of  these 

*  I  have  been  accused  of  not  aUending  to  times  and  circumstances^^ 
*ne\j  the  above  passage  is  proof  enough  to  the  contrarvi 
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things.  But  the  Quakers  made  the  having  of 
these  things^  or  using  of  them^  to  be  Pride.  They 
published  a  book  with  this  magnificent  title.  The 
Trumpet  of  the  Lord  blown,  &c.  anno  1656,  whidi 
begins  thus:  **  Wo  unto  you  that  are  called 
Lords,  Ladies,  Knights,  Gentlemen  and  Gentlewa^ 
mm,  in  respect  to  your  persons — who  are-  called 
of  men.  Master  and  Sir,  and  Mistress  and  Madan^ 
And  you  must  have  your  wine  and  ale  and  all 
your  daintie  dishes — and  you  have  your  fine  attire, 
silk,  velvet  and  purple,  gold  and  nVt^err-and  you 
have  your  waiting  men  and  wmting  maids  «nder 
you  to  wait  upon  you;  and  your  coaches  to  ride 
in,  and  your  high  and  lofty  horses — and  here  yea 
are  Lords  over  your  fellow  creatures,  and  they 
must  bow  and  crouch  to  you — and  you  will  be 
called  Masters  upholding  that  which  Christ  in 
his  doctrine  forbids,  who  saith,  *  Be  ye  act 
called  Masters.'  The  Lord  abhors  all  your  pro- 
fession— your  works  are  the  works  of  the  Devil — 
in  your  daintie  dishes — in  your  Ufty  horses — in 
your  curious  buildings — in  your  worldly  honour, 
which  is  all  the  fruits  of  the  Devil,  you  are  too 
high  9Ji^Jine,  and  too  lofty  to  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate,  &c.'' — **  Yet  now,  (viz.  less  than  60  years 
afterwards)  none  are  more  high  Q,nd  Jine  than  the 
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ihtakers  !  they  have  their  lofiy  horses,  yea  verily 
aod  their  coaches  to  boot — their  daintie  dishes,  wait- 
ing men,  &c.  For  the  case  is  aUered,  quoth  Plou^ 
dm;  they  had  then,  poor  souJs,  none  of  these  ten* 
tatkm;  George  Fox  (their  founder)  was  known 
by  the  name  of  the  man  with  the  leathern  breeches : 
but  now  they  are  grown^y&ie  and  rampant!  Now 
they  strive  to  outdo  their  neighbours  in  Jine  houses 
and  fwrniture^  They  have  got  coaches  too !  ay 
marry!  but  you  must  not  call  them  coaches,  for 
that  is  a  mark  of  the  beast ;  but  as  one  of  them 
said,  when  his  coa^^h  was  objected  to,  as  contrary 
to  their  ancient  testimofnies,  he  replied,  that  it  was 
not  a  eoach,  only  a  leathern  conveniency !  like  the 
traveler  who  told  that  they  had  no  knives  in 
France,  and  being  asked  how  they  cut  their 
meat,  said,  with  a  certain  thing  they  call  a  Cou-- 
tern:' 

Quakers  for  the  most  part  mean  to  be  inoffen- 
sive, and  many  of  them,  it  is  well  known,  have 
00  trying  occasions  displayed  the  most  exalted 
spirit  of  charity  and  benevolence ;  it  surprises 
me  the  more  to  observe,  that  they  are  not  aware 
of  the  imputations  they  fall  under,  by  leading  a 
life,  which  must  involve  them  in  a  great  deal  of 
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practical  sophistry  "^^  for  I  can  find  no  better 
name  to  give  to  that  course  they  pursue^  of  stiU 
evading  (as  in  the  case  just  cited)  any  open  aban- 
donment of  their  rigid  principles.  The  cele* 
brated  Dr.  Franklin  has  recorded  some  cases  of 
this  nature^  which  are  very  curious.  He  tells  U9 
in  his  lietters^  that  in  America  he  had  frtquent 
occasion  to  notice  the  shifts  made  by  the  Quakm, 
whea  applied  to  grant  aids  for  military  purposes* 
Being  once  solicited  to  agree  to  a  grant  of 
money  to  government  to  buy  gunpowder,  they 
would  not  do  it^  because  that  was  an  ingriedient 
of  war:  but  they  readily  voted  an  aid  of  3000/. 
to  New  England,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Governor,  and  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
bread,  flour,  wheat,  or  other  grain.  Provision  of 
{)read,  flour,  wheat,  not  being  amongst  the  things 
demanded,  the  Governor  was  advised  not  to  ac- 
cept the  proposal;  but  he  was  srhrewd  enough  to 
«ee  through  their  design^  and  to  comprehend> 
that  under  the  terms  oMergmm,  gunpowder  might 

*  There  is  extant  a  very  carioas  address,  by  the  famous  Mirabeau, 
to  a  deputation  of  Quakers  at  the  bar  of  the  National  Assembly,  at  tfa« 
-scommencement  of  the  French  ReirdotiOB,  in  whioh  he  plainly  cfaargM 
them  wiUi  violating  their  own  principles,  in  the  extreme  care  they  take 
not  to  violate  them. 
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pas8«  which  he  accordingly  bought^  and  they 
never  objected  to  it. 

In  Mr,  Ramsay's  Dictionary  of  Anecdotes^ 
where  the  above  story  is  recited,  another  instance 
is  given  of  their  practical  sophistry. — ^Two  ves- 
sels being  brought  to  an  engagement,  in  one 
of  them  was  a  Quaker,  who  on  the  footing  of  his 
religions  principles  agains.t  war  and  fighting, 
withstood  every  solicitation  to  lend  an  hand, 
Aough  the  enemy  all  the  time  was  pouring  in  hin 
shot  with  the  most  fatal  effect ;  but  the  French 
having  attempted  to  board,  the  Quaker  very 
coolly  and  deliberately  went  up  to  the  first  man 
who  leaped  on  deck,  and  taking  him  by  the  col- 
lar, said,  "  Friend,  thou  hast  no  business  here," 
and  immediately  shoved  him  over  the  ship's 
side. 

Bishop  Pariier  tells  the  following  story ;  that 
they  not  only  met  the  oftener  because  they 
thought  they  -wereforbiddm  to  meet  by  stat.  36th 
Elizabeth,  but  that  a  large  assembly  of  them,  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  II.  having  protracted  their 
sitting  to  a  very  long  and  tedious  period,  could 
not  be  prevailed  with  to  break  up  till  a  merry 
wag  thought  of  this  stratagem ;  he  caused  it  to 
be  proclaimed  in  the  King^s  name,  **  that  no  one 
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should  depart  without  his  leave/'  On  hearing  of 
which  they  all  immediately  rose  and  went  away> 
that  it  should  not  be  said  they  paid  obedience  to 
any  man. 

It  is  quite  remarkable  that  persons  who  ap- 
pear to  have  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  integrityi 
should  submit  to  the  subterfuges  they  occasion^ 
ally  adopt.  The  following  is  another  story  to 
be  found  in  the  Dictionary  of  Anecdotes.  A 
Quaker  refused  to  pay,  according  to  the  custom 
of  his  sect^  the  dues  of  the  Minister  of  the  pa- 
rish ;  the  latter  forbore  to  proceed  to  extremities 
till  he  was  compelled  by  the  remonstrances  of 
the  other  parishioners,  who  refused  to  pay  any 
more  tithes  unless  the  Quaker  paid  his.  Before 
however  the  Clergyman  had  recourse  to  compul- 
sory means,  he  invited  the  Quaker  to  dinner, 
who  knowing  the  temper  of  the  parish,  took  from 
his  pocket,  after  dinner,  a  bank  note,  saying, 
•'  Take  tiiat  is  thy  due."  The  Minister  offering 
the  balance  above  the  amount  of  his  tithes,  the 
Quaker  refused,  adding,  ''  thy  meat-offering  and 
drink-offering  were  very  good,  and  therefore  it  is 
but  just  that  thou  shouldest  h^  paid  for  the  same.^^ 
The  Minister  took  the  hint,  and  by  adopting  the 
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same  method  annually^  never  had  any  further 
altercation  with  him"*^. 

*  It  has  been  intimated  to  me,  throagh  mj  publishers,  that  none  of 
these  statements  are  trae.  I  hare  given  mjr  authorities,  and  to  saj 
that  I  look  npon  them  as  mere  fabrications,  would  be  to  acknowledge 
more  than  I  feel.  I  hare  personally  witnessed  cases  not  far  different, 
jet  I  do  not  wish  to  be  thought  to  bring  them  forward  illiberally  or 
iusaltingly — far  from  it — many  Quakers,  I  can  easily  believe,  are  at 
this  moment  living  examples  of  every  Christian  Tirtne  ;  but  yet  it 
oa^^t  to  be  acknowledged,  that  on  the  score  of  their  singularities)  in 
dress,  speech,  and  abstinence  from  all  worldly  amusements  and  en- 
joyments, they  are,  at  the  same  time,  living  satires  on  all  other  sects 
of  Christians,  who  are  in  no  manner  bound  to  submit  to  such  reflec- 
lioiis  on  their  general  conduct.  If  the  Quakers  are  right,  how  many 
#tber  professed  Christians  must  be  egregiously  wrong ! 
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I  WILL  freely  confess  that  when  I  began  this 
work»  I  had  so  little  design  of  writing  about 
Wigs,  that  if  any  body  had  told  me,  I  should 
come  to  them  in  the  course  of  my  lucubrations, 
I  should  not  have  believed  him.  And  now,  if  it 
should  appear  to  any  of  my  readers  to  be  altoge- 
ther an  unwarrantable  digression,  totally  uncon- 
nected with  what  has  gone  before,  I  am  willing 
to  stand  engaged  to  return  them  such  a  propor- 
tion of  their  purchase  money,  (for  having  been 
seduced  into  the  trouble  of  reading  it,)  as  the 
precise  quantity  of  the  section  may  be  judged  to 
be  worth,  in  comparison  with  the  total  amount 
of  pages  and  sections  of  which  the  work  at  lai^ 
may  consist.  As  new  ideas  arise,  I  cannot  help 
pursuing  them,  and  not  having  persons  con- 
stantly at  my  elbow  to  talk  to  about  them,  I  do 
as  Montaigne  did,  I  talk  to  my  paper.  Wigs  are 
now  reduced  in  this  kingdom,  to  mere  marks  of 
distinction  ;  our  Bishops  and  our  Judges  are  almost 
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the  onfy  persons  who  wear  them;  except  the 
Barristers  when  attending  our  Courts  of  Law, 
who  only  huddle  them  on  over  their  own  hair, 
so  as  to  make  them  look  for  all  the  world  tike 
the  beperiwigged  chimney-sweeps,  that  we  see 
about  the  streets  on  May-day.    To  our  Bishops 
and  Judges  however  they  continue,  if  I  may  so 
say,  appropriate  marks  of  dignity,  gravity,  and 
importance.    The  wonder  is,  that  this  should  be 
so,  considering  the  history  of  Wigs.    In  former 
days,  so  little  were  they  tought  to  be  the  em- 
blems of  gravky  and  dignity,  that  the  primitive 
Quakers  seem  to  have  found  less  to  object  against 
titles  than  against  Wigs.    They  tried  to  put  thei]^ 
down,  by  inveighing  against  them  both  in  prose 
and  verse,  in  terms  sometimes  too  indecorous 
and  sometimes  too  indelicate  to  be  repeated. 
They  contended  that  "  the  Prophet  EUsha  likely 
had  no  Wig,  when  Bethel-boys  cried  bald  Pate.'' 
They  would  not  "  believe  that  Peter  and  Paul 
wore  Wigs,   because   if  they  had,  the  women 
Christians  whom  they  reproved  might  have  re- 
torted upon  them  thus.  Was  that  the  cause,  Peter 
and  Paul,  that  you  bad  us  leave  our  locks,  that 
you  and  such  like  might  get  them  to  yourselves 
to  make  periwigs  of?"     They  boasted   "  how 
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John  Milliner  (an  odd  name)  a  Friend,  aboat  NoN 
thampton^  a  Wig-maker,  left  off  his  trade,  and 
was  made  to  bum  one  in  his  apprentice's  sights 
and  print  against  it.     And  that  John  HaU,  a 
gentleman  of  Northumberland,  being  coarinced 
while  sitting  at  a  meeting,  was  so  shaken  by  tte 
Lord's  power,  as  to  pluck  off,  and  cast  away  his 
Wig."    Upon  which,  a  celebrated  commentator 
in   after  times  could   not  forb^ir  exclaiming, 
"  When  shall  we  see  such  a  power  in  the  Qua- 
kers' meetings  now  ?  to  see  their  wigs  fly  about, 
or  left  for  mops  to  clean  the  house;  and  they 
come  out  all  Etisha'sr    They  called  the  Wig^ 
wearers,  in  contempt  both  of  the  fkshion  and  the 
sect,  counterfeit  Calvinists,  from  "  calvus,''  bald — 
(a  sad  pun !)    They  concluded,  that  John  Hm$ 
had  plainly  no  wig,  not  only  because  *'  he  suf- 
fered for  opposing  Preacher's  Pride,"  but  be- 
cause, having  bequeathed  in  his  will,  his  white 
coat  to  one,  and  his  grey  coat  to  another,  he 
said  nothing  about  any  white,  grey,  brown,  or 
even  black  toig.   They  much  admired  the  wisdom 
of  the  American  Indians,  of  whom  it  had  been- 
reported,  that  "  when  they  saw  Captain  Morley 
take  off  his  wig,  they  cried  out  he  had  two  heads." 
And  were  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  a  Bishop^  ^ 
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of  Exeter  of  those  times,  who  at  his  Visitation 
had  particularly  censured  his  Clergy  for  indulg- 
ing in  the  foppery  of  periwigs.  Nothing  however 
I  think  could  well  surpass  the  following  critical 
slur  upon  Wigs  ;  the  Greek  preposition  v^qi,  say 
they,  not  only  signifies  about,  but  (in  composi- 
tion,) a  sort  of  excellency,  as  in  the  term  vepirofjun  (!) 
which  means  excellently  cut,  as  well  as  cut  about; 
base  wigs  therefore  can  have  no  right  to  be  called 
jwrtwigs.  This  need  not  however  disturb  our  Bi- 
shops, for  most  of  them  have  wigs  so  excellently 
cut,  as  to  appear  of  the  very  essence  of  peri- 
wiggism.  How  they  are  to  escape  the  imputa- 
tion of  Calvinism  is  another  question.  The  pri- 
mitive Quakers  seem  to  have  supposed  that  all 
the  men's  wigs  were  made  of  women's  hair»  and 
diat  they  of  course  bespoke  not  only  foppery, 
but  extreme  effeminacy.  **  Women's  hairs  on 
men's  headg,"  say  they,  *'  swarm  like  one  of 
Egypt's  plagues,  and  creep  in  too  much  upon 
and  among  Christians  ;"  periwigs  of  a  light  co- 
lour were  it  seems  the  fashion,  which  gave  ground 
for  this  suspicion.  It  was  against  such  in  par- 
ticular that  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  inveighed  as 
they  would  have  us  understand,  and  it  was  on 
the  same  ground  they  entertained  the  odd  idea 

VOL.  II.  u 
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of  the  Christian  women  retaliating  upon  Peter 
and  Paul. 

The  manner  of  this  age  nnmannerlj 
Ig,  Man  unmanning  Women's  hair  to  bay 
Dub  Poles  and  JoleSf  Dame  Venns'  Knights  to  be, 
&c.  &o. 

I  need  not  cite  any  more  of  these  elegant 
rerses,  as  they  are  all  of  a  piece,  and  a  small 
taste  may  serve  to  give  you  the  flavor  of  the 
whole,  whioh  is  bad  enough  at  best ;  they  are 
merely  brought  forward  to  prove  the  grounds  of 
their  objection  to  Ught  coloured  wigs. 

But  they  had  other  objections  to  wigs — 
namely,  that  being  composed  of  Jake  hair,  or 
hair  jiot  natural  to  the  owner,  they  ai^ued  a 
want  of  sincerity,  and  disposition  to  deceive.  For 
this,  say  they,  the  heathenrmay  rise  up  against  us, 
for  an  ambassador  coming  before  a  senate  with 
false  hair,  a  grave  senator  said,  "  What  credit  is 
to  be  had  to  him  whose  very  locks  do  lie  ?"  aad 
Philip  King  of  Macedon  put  one  of  his  courtiers 
out  of  his  oflice,  because  he  wore  hair  of  another 
colour  than  natural,  saying,  "  he  would  not  be 
true  to  the  public  that  was  treacherous  to  his 
own  hairs." 
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Now,  wigs  adopted  for  the  mere  0ake  of  dk^ 
tinctum  tell  no  lies.  A  Bishop's  wig  i&  m^ant  to 
shew  that  the  person  wearing  it  Ufk  Bishop,  ^lid 
it'cibes  so;  effectually  enough  of  all  co^sdence; 
in  these  umoiggish  times.  And  as  it  is  rec^uhred 
that  i  Bishop  should  be  above  thirty  years  of  age, 
the  wig  is  admirably  calculated  to  proVe  this 
also  ;  that  is,  to  make  any  man.  Bishop*  ot  not^ 
appear  not  only  as  much,  or  more,  but  even  I 
think  much  more,  than  thirty  years  of  age !— ^As 
to  the  Judge's  wig,  there  is  no  deception  in  that! 
It  is  now  at  least,  if  not  (like  the  paitited  bodies 
of  our  British  ancestors,)  originally,  meant  f&i 
effkd ;  I  speak  of  his  full-bottomed  wig.  His  other 
\figs,  tie,  and  bob,  (for  so  I  think  they  are  called^) 
are  only  intended  to  denote  gravity  and  dignity. 
But  his  full-bottomed  wig,  especially  with  a 
black  cap-  upon  it,  is  certainly  en'ougb  to  fright€fn 
«iy  body  out  of  his  wits. 

The  primitive  Quakers  thotrght  a  com/mm  wig 
so  preposterous,  that  they  speak  of  it  a*  ^*  apt  to 
a£&ight  a  child  unused  to  it,  like  the  hon*id  and 
hideous  head  of  a  snak^hair-tmsted  gorgon,  o* 
cfisted  Bellona,  as  Homer  says  Hector  did  his 
son  with  his  horse-m^ried  helm6t.''  Wefre  this 
all  true,  I  should  stiH  wiA  the  Judge's  wig  t6 
v2 
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have  something  terrific  in  it.  Our  modem  Judges 
have  nothing  so  terrific  in  their  private  or  public 
characters,  as  necessarily  to  appal  the  culprits 
who  are  brought  before  them.  If  their  snakes 
hair-twisted  wigs,  were  but  capable  of  petrifying 
into  a  lasting  silence,  some  of  the  Radicals  and 
Atheists  who  have  of  late  years  only  appeared 
before  them  for  the  express  purpose  of  insulting 
their  authority,  or  exhausting  their  patience,  all 
right-minded  Englishmen  would  I  believe  most 
heartily  rejoice;  that  their  wigs  have  however 
an  effect  similar  to  that  of  the  horse-maned  hel- 
met of  the  Trojan  Prince,  I  have  seen  enough  ta 
convince  me,  and  am  therefore  an  advocate  for 
its  not  being  laid  aside.  I  once  knew  a  particu- 
larly amiable  and  good-natured  Judge,  who  was 
so  notoriously  fond  of  children,  that  on  his  cir- 
cuits, during  the  few  hours  of  rest  and  relaxa- 
tion he  could  enjoy,  if  he  had  acquaintance  in 
the  place,  he  would  send  for  their  little  children 
to  prattle  to  him.  Upon  such  occasions  I  have 
seen  them  talking  to  him,  and  playing  around 
him  with  as  much  freedom  as  in  their  nursery, 
till  the  time  came  for  him  to  return  to  Court ; 
but  the  moment  his  attendants  had  robed  him 
and  put  on  his  great  wig,  their  gambols  ceased. 
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and  their  familiarities  were  at  an  end.  I  am 
confident  therefore  that  the  Judge's  wig  adds 
solemnity  to  the  awful  scenes  in  which  he  is 
continually  engaged  ;  while  the  more  it  is  out  of 
fashion  the  better. 

"  Men  are  not  equal,  and  'tis  meet  and  right, 
That  rohes  and  titles  onr  respect  excite ; 
Order  requires  it ;  'tis  by  valgar  pride. 
That  saoh  regard  is  oensor'd  and  denied." 

CftABBE. 

It  is  the  same  indeed  with  the*  Bishop's  wig.; 
the  less  common  it  is,  the  more  it  adds  to  the 
peculiarity  of  their  appearance,  and  though  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say,  it  is  the  best  personal 
distinction  that  might  now  be  devised,  I  am 
convinced  nobody  will  place  it  to  the  account  of 
foppery  or  effeminacy,  which  might  of  course  be 
otherwise,  if  boys  at  school,  and  under  gradu- 
ates in  the  Universities  wore  wigs,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  days  of  Terne-flius,  about  a  century 
ago.  "  Wo  sooner,"  says  he,  in  his  Address  to 
Gentlemen  School-boys,  "  do  you  shake  off  the 
authority  of  the  Birch,  but  you  affect  to  distin- 
guish yourselves  from  your  dirty  school-fellows 
by  a  new  suit  of  drugget,  a  pair  of  prim  ruffles,  a 
new  BOB-WIG,  and  a  brazen  hilted  sword ;  in  which 
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tawdry  manner  you  strat  about  town  for  a  week 
or  two^  before  you  go  to  College.** 

In  the  admirable  History  of  Tom  Jon^,  speak* 
ing  of  the  blind  pasaion  of  love,  as  preFaiUng 
amongst  girls  and  boys,  the  periwig-maker  id 
mentioned  as  one  of  the  most  important  person- 
ages concerned  in  the  outward  decoration  of  the 
latter! 

There  is  perhaps  more  foppery  in  the  Bishop's 
short  cassock,  if  the  truth  were  known,  than  in  his 
wig,  though  at  present  it  cert^i^ly  is  not  so  xe- 
gstrded.  But  I  remember  an  old  Prelate,  who 
used  to  call  it  eijockey^ess,  and  possibly  it  was 
only  the  full  cassock  shortened  for  riding,  when 
coaches  were  less  in  use  ;  for  at  such  time,  the 
Judges  had  short  gowns,  to  ride  on  their  circuits  ; 
one  of  which  I  am  old  enough  to  h^^ve  ^een,  and 
shall  never  forget  begging  to  bp  permitted  to 
advise  the  Judge  who  wppe  it,  iiever  to  wear  it 
again,  fpr  it  was  certaiply  the  most  absurd  robe 
I  ever  saw ;  though  still  better  perhaps  than  the 
no  robe  at  all,  of  modem  Republican  Judges,  one 
of  n^m  (in  America)  has  been  very  l^Ettely  de- 
scribed, as  coming  into  Court  in  his  mofift  ordi- 
nary apparel,  taking  his  seat  on  the  bench  with 
a.  segar  in  his  mouth  ;  as  the  Court  grew  u^trm 
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taking  off  his  coat^  and  as  it  grew  hot,  even  his 
waistcoat  also  ! 

I  have  endeavoured  to  shew  that  the  few  wigs 
that  remain  among  us^  {ostensibly i)  are  clear  of 
two  great  faults  attributed  to  wigs  by  the  primi- 
tive Quakers,/opp6iy  and  deception;  the  Bishop's 
wig  is  intended  to  cry  Bishop^  and  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  it  certainly  does  so.  The 
Judge's  wig  is  meant  to  make  him  look  both 
grave  and  formidable^  and  it  has  that  effect. 
The  Speaker's  wig  is  meant  to  give  him  weight 
and  authority^  but  it  is  only  worn  occasionally. 
The  Speaker  is  no  longer  of  necessity  a  Calvimst, 
as:the  Bishops  and  Judges  are,  in  Quaker  Ian- 
gui^e.  Neither  are  the  Barristers  or  Civilians 
in  general  Cabnnists;  commonly  they  have  a  good 
quantity  of  natural  locks  under  their  perched^ 
tie  wigs,  and  foppery  being  out  of  the  question, 
the  only  deception  they  seemyrom  appearances  to 
aim  at,  is  that  of  being  taken  for  monkies  or  ba- 
.  boons,  instead  of  men.  But  there  may  be  wigs 
in  existence  amongst  us,  (I  don't  say  there  are) 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  defend  from  either 
of  the  two  Quaker  charges,  oi foppery  or  deception. 
If  ioft  instance,  any  persons,  male  or  female,  of  a 
certain  age,  should  part  with  their  natural  locks. 
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to  supply  their  place  with  younger-looking  hair ; 
if,  as  Martial  says,  some  of  our  old  White  Swans 
should  suddenly  appear  in  the  world  as  Black 
Crows,  there  would  certainly  be  in  such  meta- 
morphoses both  foppery  and  deception ;  or  rather 
complete  foppery  and  attempted  deception;  for 
to  any  such  we  might  surely  say  as  Martial  doe^ 
to  Lentinus  upon  his  falsely  colouring  his  hair^ 
(which  is  much  the  same  as  false  ringlets,) 

«  Noo  onmes  fallis ;  scit  te  Proserpina  caoom : 
Personam  oapiti  detrahet  ilia  tno." 

Flaxen  or  auburn,  or  broum  wigs,  will  set  none 
at  a  greater  distance  from  the  grave  than  they 
really  are ;  they  will  fill  up  no  wrinkles,  steady- 
no  tottering  limbs,  re-animate  no  fading  eyes* 
Surely  it  would  be  wiser  in  such  persons,  either 
to  be  content  with  Solomon's  crown  of  glory,  if 
they  have  it,  or  if  they  should  be  disposed  to 
part  with  it,  still  to  pretend  to  have  it,  rather 
than  to  wear  a  fooFs-cap,  or  the  daw's  borrowed 
feathers  instead.  By  the  laws  of  the  Mahome- 
tans, the  use  of  false  hair  is  absolutely  proscribed, 
but  especially  to  hide  the  approaches  or  marks  of 
old  age  in  women.  Which  is  well  enough ;  be- 
cause in  regard  to  such  wigs,  ladies  have  an  ad- 
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Tantage  over  gentlemen,  having  (commonly)  less 
tell-tale  chins. 

**  Cana  est  harha  tibi :  nigra  est  coma :  tingere  harham 
Nod potes,  hec  causa  est:  sed  potes,  01e»  comam" 

What  an  advantage  the  Irish  would  have  if 
they  could  find  the  **  Fountayne"  in  Ulster,  of 
which  Gyraldus  Cambrenm  writes^  who  is  thus 
cited  by  the  curious  author  of  the  description 
of  that  country  in  HoUinshed !     "  Touching  the 
estraunge  Welles  that  be  in  Ireland,  I  purpose 
to  speake  little  more  than  that  which  I  find^  in 
Cambrieme,  whose  wordes  I  wyll  Englishe,  as 
they  are  latined  in  his  booke.    There  is,  sayth 
he,  a  Well  in  Motmster,  with  the  water  of  which 
if  any  be  washt,  he  becommeth  foorthwith  hoare. 
I  have  scene  a  man  that  had  one  halfe  of  his  bearde, 
being  dyed  with  that  water,  hoare,  the  other 
halfe  unwas/U  was  brown,  remayning  still  in  his 
naturall  colour.     Contrary  wyse,  there  is  a  Foun- 
taym  in  the  further  edge  of  Ulstee,  and  if  one 
be  bathed  therewith,  he  shal  not  become  hoare, 
in  which  Well  such  as  loath  gray.heares  are  accus- 
tomed to  dive  J'    Surely  the  Irish  are  great  sim- 
pletons not  to  endeavour  to  revive  this  "  Fown- 
tain"  if  it  be  only  lost  by  accident.    What  a 
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rival  to  our  City  of  Bath  might  they  not  raise 
upon  the  spot !    But  to  return. 

Our  Calvinists  or  bald  pates,  have  never  I  think 
arrived  at  such  a  pitch  o{ foppery  or  deception,  as 
the  Epigrammist  records  of  his  countrymen — 

MeDtiris  fictof  nngnento  Piioebe  ci^UIos, 
£t  tegitar  ptc^w  sordida  calva  comis, 
Tonsorem  capiti  ood  est  adhibere  oecessum  ; 
Ra4ere  te  melkis  iSjpoii^,  Pbcebe,  potest. 

That  is^  the  bald-headed  Romans  used  to  hare 
their  pates  absolutely  stained  or  painted  in  lines 
or  streaks  to  imitate  hairs:  of  course,  they  were 
never  made  to  resemble  white  or  grey  hairs ;  a 
sponge,  says  the  witty  poet,  would  serve  for  such 
better  than  a  Barber.  This  painting  of  Polls  at 
Rome  would  almost  appear  to  have  su^ested  to 
our  English  Barbers  the  painting  of  those  long 
poles,  which  though  no  more  to  be  seen  in  Lon- 
don, are  still  used  to  designate  the  Barber's  shop 
in  our  country  villages.  Formerly  they  were 
covered  with  ribbons;  but  are  now  painted  in 
stripes  and  bands,  to  imitate  them.  Who  knows 
but  I  may  have  been  happy  enough  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  a  new  fashion  amongst  us  ?— or  if 
wigs  should  be  preferred,  you  shall  have  the  pat- 
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tern  of  the  Emperor  Coimnodus's.  It  was  pow<- 
dered,  Lampridius  tells  us,  with  scrapings  of 
gold,  and  pomatumed  with  glutinous  perfumes 
to  keep  the  powder  in ! 

When  wigs  were  so  generally  worn  as  to  ex- 
tend to  Schoolboys  and  Collegians,  the  world  must 
have  exhibited,  I  think,  one  of  the  oddest  scenes 
of  confusioai  that  could  be  conceived ;  the  young 
must  have  consented  to  look  old,  while  the  old 
must  have  been  excused  for  looking  young.    To 
^qplain  this,  it  should  be  observed  that  the  wigs 
most  in  repute  appear  to  have  been  gr^  or  wkite 
wigs.    The  browns  and  the  blacks  were  the  cos* 
tume  only  of  slovens,  plebeians,  countty-bumpkins, 
8cc.  &c.    **  Prithee  Dick  lets  bum  this  d— na'd 
brown  wig  of  thine,  and  get  thee  a  little  more 
linen,''  is  the  expressicm  .Terra-^ius  puts  into 
&e  tnouths  of  his  young  Collegians,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  make  a  coxcomb  of  one  of  their 
too-plodding  companions.    Flaxen  wigs  were  also 
much  in  vogue.  **  The  greatest  Beau  at  our  next 
Country  Sessions  was  dressed  in  a  most  mon- 
strous flaxen  periwig,  that  was  made  in  King 
William's  reign."    Spectator,  No.  129.— Take 
the  description  of  an  Oxford  Gentleman  Com- 
moner Dandy  of  those  days.     "  When  he  walks 
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the  streets  be  is  easily  distinguished  by  a  stiff 
silk  gown,  which  rustles  in  the  wind^  as  be  stmts 
along;  ^ijhxen  tie-wio;  a  broad  bully^cocked 
hat,  or  a  square  cap  of  above  twice  the  usual  size; 
white  stockings,  thin  Spanish  leather  shoes ;  his 
cloaths  lined  with  tawdry  silk^  and  his  shirt  ruf- 
fled down  the  bosom  as  well  as  at  the  wrists.  He 
has  a  delicate  jaunt  in  his  gait,  and  smells  very 
philosophically  of  essence/' 

But  the  same  learned  author  gives  us  an  exact 
account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  Oxford  Dan- 
dyism in  his  days^  which  as  it  includes  some  ac- 
count of  wigs,  may  fairly  enough  be  transcribed 
here.  "  I  have  observed  a  great  many  of  these 
transitory  foplings,  who  came  to  the  University 
with  their  fathers,  (rusty,  old  country  farmers^ 
in  linsey-woolsey  coats,  greasy  sun-burnt  heads  of 
hair,  clouted  shoes,  yam  stockings,  flapping  hats, 
with  silver  hat-bands,  and  fong  muslin  neckcloths, 
run  with  red  at  the  bottom :  a  month  or  two  after- 
wards  I  have  met  them  with  bob-wigs,  and  new 
shoes,  Oxford  cut;  a  month  or  two  more  after  this, 
they  appeared  m  drugget  cloaths  dnid  worsted  stock- 
ings: then  in  tie-wigs  and  ruffles;  and  then  in 
silk'govms;  till  by  degrees  they  were  metamor- 
phosed into  complete  smarts,  and  damned  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WIGS.  301 

old  country-/>w^^s,  their  fathers,  with  twenty  fop- 
pish airs  and  gesticulations." 

So  much  for  these  Jtaxen-migged  youngsters* 
Where  the  flaxen  hair  came  from  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  say,  but  grey  or  white  could  in  its  purity 
(for  I  believe  they  had  methods  oi  bleaching  hair) 
hare  come  only  from  the  heads  of  the  aged,  and 
yet  these  sorts  of  hair  are  not  only  known  to 
have  been  most  in  request  amongst  the  peruke- 
makers,  but  to  have  sometimes  sold  ao  high  as 
for  five  pounds  the  ounce !  What  a  rare  time 
for  old  bachelors  and  dowagers,  &c. :  they  might, 
by  selling  their  old  locks,  and  only  consenting 
to  take  black  or  brown  instead,  have  become 
young  again,  and  richer  at  the  same  time. 

In  case  wigs  should  ever  again  become  a  gene- 
ral fashion,  I  deem  it  proper  to  give  this  hint, 
that  people  would  do  well  to  live  temperately, 
who  may  have  any  hair  to  part  with ;  the  old 
wig-makers  having  made  objections  to  the  hair 
of  drunkards,  and  in  their  purchases  constantly 
refused  to  give  so  high  a  price  for  it,  as  for  the 
locks  of  a  sober  man,  or  milk-sop. 

It  may  be  something  curious  to  know  how  the 
tt^ig-makers  managed  to  form  one  uniform  wig, 
bob,  tie,  or  full  bottomed,  out  of  a  variety  of 
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raw  materials^  some  hairs  being  known  to  be 
far  more  yielding  and  curlable  than  otiiers.  I 
happen  to  have  the  receipt  by  me,  from  which 
it  appears  that  after  having  picked  and  sorted 
the  hair,  and  disposed  it  in  parcels,  according 
to  their  lengths,  they  rolled  them  up,  and  tied 
them  tight  down,  upon  little  cylindrical  instru- 
ments, either  of  wood  or  earthen  ware,  and  hol- 
lowed a  little  in  the  middle;  in  which  state  they 
were  put  into  a  pot  over  the^e,  there  to  boil  for 
about  two  hours.  When  taken  out  they  let  them 
dry ;  and  when  dried,  spread  them  on  a  sheet  of 
brown  paper,  and  covered  them  with  another, 
and  sent  them  to  the  pastry-cook!  who  making  a 
crtist  or  coffin  around  them  of  camraon  paste,  set 
them  in  his  oven,  till  the  crust  was  about  three- 
fourths  baked. — It  must  have  been  I  think  a  great 
mercy,  if,  living  in  those  times,  nobody  got  a 
wig  pie,  or  wig  patties,  sent  home  to  them  for 
dinner  by  mistake !  It  is  upon  record  indeed; 
that  some  sad  wig  mistakes  did  arise,  though  not 
in  the  pie,  patty,  or  pudding  way.  One  in  par- 
ticular at  Oxford;  where  B,fat  Alderman  having 
received  from  his  barber  a  thin  Physicians  wig, 
appeared  so  bloated  to  his  wife  and  femily,  as  to 
be  persuaded,  instead  of  a  common  airing,  to 
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drive  to  the  very  Physician  whose  wig  he  had 
put  on  by  mistake,  for  advice.  But  when  he  got 
to  the  door,  the  Physician  could  not  be  seen.. 
In  fact,  he  had  by  the  same  blunder,  put  on  the 
fat  Alderman's  wig,  and  so  reduced  his  previ- 
ously cadavei'ous  and  skeleton  countenance,  as 
to  be  absolutely  frightened  into  bed,  with  a  con- 
sumption. Fortunately  before  either  of  them 
died^  (which  from  the  fright  they  were  in,  might 
have  happened,  nobody  knows  how  soon,)  the 
barber  discovered  his  mistake,  exchanged  the 
wigs,  and  restored  both  patients  to  perfect  health 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  A  witty  poet  told 
the  story  in  a  song,  which  if  I  could  add  to  this 
section  upon  wigs,  I  would,  but  it  is  lost  and 
gone.     I  remember  the  burden  of  it  was, 

**  The  Barber  haa  bit  off  their  oaae  to  a  hair" 

I  am  afraid  I  do  not  write  with  much  regu- 
larity, and  may  be  thought  to  hurry  my  reader 
from  pillar  to  post,  and  from  post  to  pillar,  with 
too  little  ceremony.  Had  I  been  more  attentive 
to  order,  I  ought  certainly  not  to  have  written  so 
much  about  periwigs,  without  giving  the  deri- 
vation of  the  term,  which  is  as  follows  ; — as  far 
as  regards  the  French  term  Peruque  at  least,  be- 
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ingHteralbf  transcribed  from  that  eminent  critic 
Menage — the  Latin  Pilus  (hair)  being  the  root. 
Pf7us,  peluB,  peluius,  peluticna,  pelutico,,  peruiica, 
peruc?L,  peruque,  peruke,  periwig ! 

What  a  treasure  this  would  have  been  for  the 
author  of  the  Pugna  Porcorum  to  have  stumble 
upon^  while  he  was  composing  that  wonderful 
dishofP's*! 

Who  would  think  that  the  elegant  and  inte- 
resting Mary  Queen  of  Scots  wore  a  periwig  ? 

*  AnoUier  P  might  be  added  from  HaXPt  Satires,  qaoted  bj  Arch- 
deacon Nares,  in  his  Glossary. 

"  His  bonnet  vcil'd,  ere  ever  he  could  thinke, 
Th'  anndy  wind  blew  off  his  Periioinke" 

Hall  has  nsed  another  term  for  Wig,  which  seems  to  hare  pnszled 
the  learned  Glossarist  referred  to :  speaking  of  a  Coartier,  who,  cna 
palling  off  his  hat,  had  his  wig  blown  off,  he  says, 

"  He  lights  and  runs,  and  qniokly  hath  him  sped. 
To  OTertake  his  over-running  head. 
The  sportfolle  winde,  to  mocke  the  headlesse  man. 
Tosses  apace  his  pitched  RogerUm" 

As  in  another  part  of  the  Glossary  we  find  the  term  Gregorian  nsed 
.for  a  wig,  and  well  explained,  as  derived  from  a  celebrated  barber^ 
I  should  incline  to  saspeot  that  the  term  nsed  by  Hall,  (th«ngh  oaljr 
by  him  as  it  would  seem)  might  have  a  similar  origin.  It  is  singular 
enough,  that  anagrammatkaOy,  the  two  terms  are  very  nearly  the 
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yet  so  it  would  certainly  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing letter  of  KnoUys  to  Cecily  just  published  in 
Chalmers's  Life  of  that  ill-fated^  and  ill-treated 
Princess.  '*  So  that  now  here  are  six  waiting 
women,  although  none  of  reputation,  but  Mis- 
trews  Mary  Seaton,  who  is  praised  by  this  Queen 
to  be  the  finest  busker,  that  is  to  say,  the  finest 
dresser  of  a  woman's  head  of  hair,  that  is  to  be 
seen  in  any  country :  whereof  we  have  seen  di- 
Ters  experiences,  since  her  coming  hither :  and 
among  other  prettie  devices,  yesterday,  and  this 
day,  she  did  set  such  a  curied  hair  upon  the 
Queen,  that  was  said  to  be  a  Pebewyke,  that 
showed  very  delicately;  and  every  other  day, 
she  hath  a  new  device  of  head  dressing,  without 
any  cost,  and  yet  setteth  forth  a  woman  gaylie 
well." 

This  Perewyke  of  Mary's  I  conceive  to  have 
been  mere  ringlets  of  false  hair,  for  we  know  that 
it  was  the  fashion  of  those  days,  to  wear  bor- 
rowed locks,  and  of  different  colours.  Mary's 
own  hair  was  black. 

Hentzner,  describing  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  he 
saw  her  going  to  Chapel,  says,  "  she  wore^^iZse 
hair,  and  that  rerf."    The  ladies  in  those  days 
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abaolately  cauied  the  grayes  to  be  violated  to 
dbttin  the  hair  of  the  dead,  and  inveigled  chil- 
dren^ who  had  fine  hair,  to  secret  places,  to  rob 
them  of  their  locks.  They  also  dyed  their  hair 
of  various  cohurs,  but  particularly  of  a  tan^  co^ 
lour^  in  compliment  to  the  Queen,  whose  natural 
lockft  were  of  that  tint.  In  men  red  hairis  beto- 
kened treachery,  and  wigs  were  often  adopted 
expressly  to  conceal  such  JtoJeu-coloured,  and 
Cfi»»-coloured  appurtenances,  as  it  was  usual  to 
call  them. 

We  are  told  by  St  Gregory,  that  women  in  his 
tdme  dressed  their  heads  extremely  high ;  envi- 
roning them  with  niany  tresses  of  false  hair,  dis- 
posed, in  knots  and  buckles,  so  as  to  resemble  a 
regular  fortification*  Indeed,  before  his  time^ 
Juvenal,  describing  the  dress  of  a  Roman  Udy, 
tells  us  that 

"  With  curls  on  curls,  like  diff'reni  stories,  rise 
Her  towering  locks,  a  stmctnre  to  the  skies." 

Josephus  reports,  that  the  Jewish  ladies  pow- 
dered their  hair  with  gold  dust;  a  fashion  that 
was  carried  firom  Asia  to  Rome,  and  from  the 
adoption  of  which  the  hair  of  the  Emperor  Com-* 
modus  is  said  to  have  become  so  bright,  that 
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whieik  tii^  sHn  sUone  upon  ii>  hiii  Head  a^^ared 
afl^  if  on  fiiii. 

Th&  yeat  V629  is  reckoned  the  e]podia  of  idftg 
petnkes,  at  which  tiide  it  is  sard  they  b^aa  to 
appear  it  Paris,  and  from  thence  to  spteakl  orer 
the  f^^t  of  feutbp^.  Ib6  i^ttrtd  use  of  fchem  has 
bee^  iscrib^d  to  ft  cutoe  Wfcfch  we  «haii  fotbewr 
to  inehtion,  and  Ivhich  has  Mway*  been  qutes^ 
tibhed,  but  undotJbtedly  the  fttiftion,  withmt 
sdiiie  patticiiid.t  Cause,  See^fii  etceediftffy  ifnao^ 
c6UhtabIe  and  prepdst(fet5ul8.  the  extent  tt>  Ithieit 
il  #aS  carried  ih  thfe  tiftfe  df  LfeWife  Xl V.  is  1*e» 
kfl6Wn  frdhi  the  plifttnitfeS  ^f  thM  Mohatch,  hfe 
iJdutt,  hii^  cotitetti^ottLried,  kttd  frOM  the  ]|f>il6ttti 
ktlde  bf  th6  Ciisto^  aMoilg^t  \\^  imm^itlte, 
Adugh  ttot  rfettidtt  tfuCc^sb^s*  iPdifet  flie  l^im 
ititifddtiibJSd  Wtgs  into  RuS6iA,  Afld  frOtft  the  pic- 
ture df  hiM,  in  the  galley  at  Okffetd>  t6  nttote 
lio  others,  ht  iseems  td  hav6  Wdrti  ft  nekt  little 
white  bOb*Wig,  exiclly  likfe  the  Wig  Of  Mt  ntme^ 
coachmen  (his  Majdsty'8  attd  othera*)  When 
h&  took  to  k  ^tg  himself,  I  do  not  khdW ;  but  till 
h6  did  so,  I  Ad  knot^,  that  hie  used  to  tdU  df^ 
ft6plis  ivig^,  ks  thd  foUdWing  iiotf  will  dhi6W. 
Being  at  Dafatilc  ih  the  yeat  1719,  he  had  occa- 
sioh  to  attend  thfe  gte^t  ChUrch  thfere,  ott  »6ihe 
x2 
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grand  and  solemn  occasion^  and  waa  placed  by- 
the  Burgomaster  in  his  own  seat^  which  was  a 
little  raised  above  the  others,  the  Burgomaster 
himself  occupying  a  place  below.  While  all  the 
eyes  of  the  congregation  were  fixed  on  the  Em-; 
peror^  and  he  apparently  listening  to  the  sermon,r 
his  head  growing  cold,  he  stretched  out  his  hand,, 
and  very  deliberately  taking  the  Burgomaster's 
wig  from  his  head,  put  it  upon  his  own — nor  did; 
he  attempt  to  return  it  till  the  service  was  over.; 
The  attendants  of  fhe  Czar  afterwards  explained, 
to  the  city  deputation,  that  the  Emperor  being 
short  of  hair,  was  accustomed  at  home,  fre- 
quently, in  such  manner  to  borrow  the  wig  of 
Prince  Menzicoff,  or  of  any  gther  Nobleman,  who 
might  ^%  the  time  happen  to  be  wiiMn  his  reach. 
So  much  for  Russian  manners  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century ;  had  the  Imperial  Autocrat 
chosen  to  take  the  head  of  any  of  his  subjects,  as 
well  as  the  wig,  or  instead  of  it,  it  was  probably 
quite  as  much  at  his  disposal. 

There  was  once  a  very  curious  trial  as  to  pre- 
cedence, took  place  at  Paris,  so  applicable  to  the 
subject  we  are  upon,  and  the  purport  of  my  book, 
as  to  excuse  my  giving  a  report  of  it. 

.CoefFeurs  versus  Perruquiers,  1769,  or  "  the 
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Coeffeurs  de  Dames  against  the  Corporation  of 
Master  Barbers,  Hair-dressers,  and  Bagnio- 
keepers  ;"  as  it  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the 
trial.  The  latter,  it  should  be  observed,  were 
included  on  account  of  their  generally  dressing 
the  ladies'  hair  after  bathing. 

The  pleadings  On  behalf  of  the  Coeffeurs  de 
Dames  were  very  amusing.  It  was  maintained 
that  the  art  of  dressing  ladies'  hair  was  a  liberal 
art,  and  it  was  compared  to  those  of  the  poet, 
the  painter,  and  the  statuary.  "  By  those  ta- 
lents," say  they,  '*  which  are  peculiar  to  our- 
selves, we  give  new  graces  to  the  beauties  sung 
by  the  poet ;  it  is  when  she  comes  from  under 
our  hands,  that  the  painter  and  the  statuary  re- 
present her ;  and  if  the  locks  of  Berenice  have 
been  placed  among  the  stars,  who  will  deny  that 
to  attain  this  superior  glory,  she  was  first  in  want 
gt  our  aid  ? 

"A  forehead  more  or  less  open,  a  face  more 
or  less  oval,  require  very  different  modes ;  every 
where  we  must  embellish  nature  or  correct  her 
deficiencies.  It  is  also  necessary  to  conciliate 
with  the  colour  of  the  flesh,  that  of  the  dress 
which  is  to  beautify  it.  This  is  the  art  of  the 
painter;  we  must  seize  with  taste  the  variegated 
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shades ;  we  must  employ:  the  chiaro  oseuw,  and 
the  distributioii  of  the  shadows^  to  give  more 
spirit  to  the  complexion^  and  more  expressio^  to 
the  graces ;  sometimes  the  whiteness  of  the  skin 
will  be  heightened  by  the  auburn  tint  of  the 
locks ;  and  the  too  lively  splendour  of  the  fair 
will  be  softened  by  the  greyish  cast  with  which 
we  tinge  the  tresses." 

To  proye  that  their  art  has  claims  to  geniu8> 
the  Coeffeurs  de  Dames  add^  *'  if  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  hair  and  the  various  colours  we  give 
to  the  locks  do  not  answer  our  intention,  we 
have  under  our  hands  the  brilliant  treasures  of 
Goleonda.  To  us  belongs  the  happy  disposition 
of  the  diamonds ;  the  placing  the  pearl  pins  and 
the  suspending  of  the  feathers.  The  general  of 
an  army  knows  what  reliance  he  can  make  on  a 
haif  moon  (a  term  of  the  then  fashionable  dress) 
placed  in  front ;  he  has  his  engineers,  who  are 
distinguished  by  their  titles ;  and  we,  with  a 
sparkling  crosis  advantageously  placed,  know 
how  difficult  it  is  for  an  enemy  not  to  yield.  It 
is  we  indeed/ who  strengthen  and  extend  the 
empire  of  beauty  i" 

After  stating  that  upwards  of  twelve  hundred 
Go^Sfkursde  Dames  are  estabKshed  in  Paris,  the 
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ofation  thu^  concludes.  **  Some  rigid  censurers 
will  perhaps  say,  that  they  could  do  very  well 
without  us ;  and  that  if  there  were  less  art  and 
ornament  at  the  toilettes  of  the  ladies,  things 
would  be  all  for  the  better.  It  is  not  for  as  to 
judge,  if  the  maimers  of  Sparta  were  preferable 
to  those  of  Athens ;  and  if  the  shepherdess,  who 
gazes  on  herself  in  the  glassy  fountain,  inter- 
weaves some  wild  flowers  in  her  tresses,  and 
ad<^m8  herself  with  natural  graces,  merits  a 
greater  homagp  than  tho^e  brilliant  town  ladies 
who  skilfully  employ  the  refinements  of  a  fash- 
ionable dress.  We  must  take  the  age  in  the 
state  ^e  find  it.  We  feel  an  inclination  for  the 
living  manners,  and  while  they  subsist  we  must 
submit  to  them." 

The  issue  of  the  cause  was,  that  the  Coeffieurs 
triumphed  orer  the  Perruquiers,  and  when  the 
decision  of  die  Court  was  pronounced,  it  was 
approved  by  a  loud  cheering  from  the  anxious 
and  attendant  beauties  of  Paris. 

In  the  Ta,hkau  de  Paris,  by  Mercier,  Tomes  I. 
JV.  V.  these  are  some  curious  chapters,  entitled 
'"  Perru^r&"  *'  Succesuon  des  Modes,''  '*  Fatao 
.Cheveux,"  and  "  Pemjupie  d  trois  marteaux,'^  which 
are  well  calculated  to  shew  to  what  an  excess  of 
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extravagance^  the  art  of  ornamenting  and  ad&n^ 
ing  the  head  has  been  carried  in  most  coimtrie8» 
not  without  some  encroachment  on  the  yery  iie* 
cessaries  of  life,  as  is  shewn  in  the  following 
passage ; — ''  Lorsqu*on  songe  que  la/wtcdre  dont 
deux  cents  ndlle  indhidus  blanchissent  leurs  cSie* 
veux,  est  prise  sur  Faliment  du  pauore;  que  la 
farine  qui  entre  dans  I'ample  perruque  du  robin, 
la  vergette  du  petit-maitre,  la  bouche  miUtaire  de 
Voffider,  et  I'^norme  catogan  du  batteur  de  pave 
nourriroit  dix  milk  infortunes;  que  cette  sub- 
stance extraite  du  bkd  d^pouill^  de  ses  parties 
nutritives  passe  infructueusement  sur  la  nuque  de 
tant  de  descsuvris:  on  gemit  sur  cet  usi^,  qw 
ne  laisse  pas  aux  cheveux  la  couleur  naturelle 
qu'ils  ont  regue/' 

If  our  agricultural  distresses  and  the  hw  price 
of  com,  should  continue  much  longer,  surely  it 
would  be  well  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  take  off  the  tax  on  Tiair  powder,  and  pro- 
cure some  of  our  male  and  female  dandies  to  re- 
new the  fashion  so  much  inveighed  against  above; 
according  to  the  same  author  it  would  supply 
employment  to  such  numbers^  as  might  help  to 
relieve  our  poor-rates.  What  a  pity  it  waa  not 
thought  of  two  years  ago ! 
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Before  I  part  from  the  subject  of  this  section, 
I  sImiU  add  a  short  extract  from  the  Abb6  Le 
BUmc^s  Letters  on  England,  to  shew  the  state  of 
things  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  in 
the  particulars  of  dress,  manners,  8cc. 
.  **  At  Paris,  the  fUiktB  de  chambre  and  ladies' 
women,  are  firequently  the  apes  of  their  masters 
and  mistresses  in  dress ;  at  London  it  is  just  the 
reverse — masters  dress  like  their  valets,  and 
du<^sses  dress  like  their  chamber-maids* 

'*  Exquisite  cloaths,  a  singular  equipage^ 
jewels  of  all  sorts,  perftimes,  patches,  an  af- 
fected tone  of  voice,  little  wit»  much  prattle^ 
and  a  head  void  of  sense,  are  pretty  nearly  the 
qualifications  of  a  French  petit-maitre — a  short 
BOB-wio,  without  powder,  a  handkerchief  round 
the  neck  instead  of  cravat,  a  sailor's  waistcoat^ 
a  gtrong  knotty  stick,  a  rough  tone  and  language, 
an  afiectation  of  the  airs  and  imitation  of  the 
manners  of  the  meanest  populace,  these  are  the 
chamcters  of  an  EngUsh  petit-maitre.  A  French 
petU^vudtrt  in  constantly  employed  in  bauble; 
he  is  the  oracle  of  all  the  milliners  and  toy-shops 
of  the  Palais — the  English  petit-nudtre  is  very 
different ;  he  takes  delight  in  hunting  and  other 
bodily  exercises ;  in  mixing  with  chairmen ;  he 
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excels  in  boxing  with  tkem;  fuid  hits  the  inost 
exalted  notions  of  this  nobie  exercise. 

"  I  would  now  ask,  whether  powder  i  la  om^- 
chale  of  the  P.  M/s  of  Pom,  is  not  pcafertd^Je 
to  the  dirty  bob-wigs  and  ieads  of  hair  of  th<Mie 
of  London  ?  A  Frenchman,  as  here  described, 
m  the  moudi  of  an  Engiislunan,  is  a  Moif & w ; 
then  who  can  admire,  if  the  cveabuce  I  have  |i«t 
in  contrast  widi  him,  passes  wi&  ns  for  a  bba^r  ? 
It  is  certain  at  least  that  ilvma»  nature  is  equally 
degraded  by  both.  What  matter  it,  ifhether  a 
MAN  resolves  to  resemble  a  monkeif  or  a  bearl 
From  the  moment  he  blushes  to  be  a  num,  let  :us 
not  hesitate  to  disclaim  him  in  our  tum/'-^Let- 
^rlV. 

Of  all  the  extravagancies  of  dress,  I  think  nooe 
4^an  well  exceed  what  we  i^ead  of  in  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's days,  and  as  we  live  in  times  when  the 
'same  part  or  parts  of  the  male  apparel,  are  none 
of  the  smallest,  I  shall  venture  to  notice  it,  not 
with  a  view  to  its  adoption,  but  as  a  hint  to  our 
modem  dandies,  to  guard  against  such  extremes ; 
ei^pecially  if  there  should  be  any  amongst  our 
Members  of  Parliaoient  i  as  the  House  of  Com^ 
mens,  since  the  union  with  Ireland,  is  scarcely 
roomy  enough  for  the  whole  body  of  representa- 
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lives,  eren  if  ^y  weoe  sam-mb^es.  In  Queen 
Elizabeth's  days  then,  Mr.  Sfymtt  teUs  us,  timy 
wove  breeches  so  large,  that  there  was  aotually  a 
fcafibld  erected  round  the  inside  of  the  Parlia- 
ment-liouse,  for  the  accommodation  of  such  mem* 
bei»  as  wore  those  huge  bveeohes.  In  the  next 
age  ^e  custom  waa  revived,  and  one  man  was 
^etecfted  of  oanrying  therein,  a  pau*  of  skeets,  ttoo 
table  doAs,  ten  fuq>kmi,  four  shirts,  a  brush,  a 
ghss,  a  comb,  and  a  idghtoctp  1 1 

The  fate  or  feshion  of  beards  has  been  almpst 
as  strange  and  variable  a&  that  oivngs.  In  times 
of  affliction  the  Jews  used  to  pklLck  off  ibeir 
beards ;  upon  exactly  similar  occasions  the  Ro* 
mam  used  to  let  them  gww»  In  Turkey,  shaving 
the  beard  is  accounted  so  infamous  thiit  a  Turk 
would  suffer  death  rather  than  have  it  done ; 
amongst  ourselves,  it  has  been  very  gravely  ac* 
counted  a  symptom  of  lunacy  not  to  shave  it. 
Touching  the  beard  used  formerly  to  be  an  action 
peculiar  to  supplicants ;  hut  in  Turkey  wives  kiss 
the  beards  of  their  husbands,  and  children  those 
of  their  fkthers  whenever  they  salute  them,  and 
on  visits  of  state  and  solemnity  it  is  common  to 
sprinkle  perfumes  over  the  beards  of  the  com- 
pany.    In  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 


Digitized  by 


Google 


316  wiGs^ 

Elizabeth,  lawyers'  beards  appear  to  hare  been 
under  such  regulations,  that  it  was  positively 
directed  that  no  member  of  Lincoln*s^Inn  should 
wear  a  beard  of  more  than  a  fortnight's  growth ; 
probably  this  order  would  have  reached,  in  time^ 
the  other  inns  of  court,  but  that  it  was  found  td 
be  so  cruel  a  restriction  upon  the  legal  Dandies 
of  the  day,  as  to  be  speedily  repealed*    Dyeing 
beards  was  as  common  a  practice  as  dyeing  the 
hair.    Bottom,  the  weaver,  in  the  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream,  it  will  be  recollected,  offers  to 
play  Pyramus  either  in  a  straw-coloured  beard,  an 
orange-tawney,  or  a  purplenn-grain  beard ;  which 
of  these  may  have  been  most  likely  to  captivate 
the  Thisbes  of  those  times,  I  am  Enable  to  say. 
Amidst  such  a  choice,  Benedict,  in  Much-ado- 
abottt-nothing,  is  to  be  admired  for  his  simpli- 
city ;  being  quite  content,  to  let  his  mistresses 
hair  be  "  of  what  colour  it  please  God ;"  which 
is  surely  tantamount  to  saying,  it  need  neither 
be  straw-coloured,  orange-tixwney,  ox  purph-in-the- 
grain.    We  have  mentioned  Ji/<2a5-coloured  and 
Cain-coloured  hair,  but  it  seems  there  were  such 
things,  as  Abraham-coXovoc^d  beards.-^dSee  Glos* 
sary.) 
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Oyer  all 

A  goodly,  long,  thick,  Alraham-eolova^d  hutrd. 

Carrot  coloured  beards  were  the  vilest  of  all 
beards.  As  to  the  shapes  of  beards,  Taylor,  the 
water-poet,  has  probably  enumerated  all  the  se- 
veral forms  in  the  following  lines,  to  be  found  in 
the  same  learned  work* 

"  Some  like  a  tpade,  some  like  a  fork,  tome  iqaare. 
Some  roand,  some  mow'd  like  stabble,  some  quite  bare. 
Some  sharp,  stiletto-fashion,  dagger-like. 
That  may,  with  whispering,  a  man's  ejes  oat  spike  \ 
Some  with  the  hammer  cat,  or  Roman  T.*' 

see  further  under  the  article  T. 

Whiskers  or  the  Moustache,  were  of  as  much 
importance  as  the  beard  or  wig,  but  particularly 
to  military  men,  who  probably  wore  false  hair 
upon  their  lip,  if  not  sufficiently  barbed  by  na- 
ture. It  is  mentioned  by  Merder,  in  his  Tableau 
de  Paris,  and  probably  elsewhere,  that  if  a  sol- 
dier borrowed  money,  and  oflfered  his  moustache 
in  pledge,  it  was  judged  to  be  better  security 
than  a  note  of  hand,  being  sure  to  be  speedily 
redeemed. 
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Some  privikges,  titles,  names,  and  distinctions,  are 
become  do  obsolete  as  to  be  almost  unknown  to 
the  persons  particularly  entitled  to  them.      I 
much  doubt,  for  instance,  if  the  generality  of  our 
Dukes,  (few  as  they  are;)  know,  that  in  all  places 
out  of  the  King's  presence,  they  have  a  right  to 
a  cloth  of  state  hanging  down  (from  whence  I 
know  not)  within  half  a  yard  of  the  ground ;  and 
so  have  their  Duchesses.    The  latter  may  more- 
over have  their  trains  borne  up  by  a  Baroness, 
No  Earl  is  to  wash  with  a  Duke  without  the 
Duke's  permission*     A  Marquess,  out  of  the 
presence  of  the  King,  and  a  Duke,  has  nearly 
the  same  privileges,  only  his  cloth  of  state  miist 
be  half  a  yard  sliorter,  and  his  Marchioness's 
train  borne  by  a  Knighfs  lady,  out  of  the  pre- 
sence of  her  superiors,  and  in  their  presence  by 
a  gentlewoman.     No  Viscount  may  wash  with  a 
Marquess,  but  at  his  pleasure. 
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An  Earl  may  have  a  cloth  of  i^tdte  too,  bctt 
tnthout  pendants,  only  fringe :  his  Counters 
may  Iwive  her  train  borne  by  an  jE5}tt«re'5  wife, 
out  of  the  presence  of  her  superiors,  and  ill  their 
presence  by  a  Gentleman. 

Viscounts  appear  to  have  no  right  to  a  cloth  of 
state,  hanging  from  any  where,  or  reaching  to 
any  length,  or  with  either  pendants  or  fringe ; 
but  in  lieu  of  this,  they  may  haye  a  cover  of  essay 
held  under  their  cup  when  they  drink  ;  they  may 
have  a  tranters  in  their  own  house,  and  their  Vis'- 
countesses  may  have  theirtrains  borne  by  a  TFo* 
9710^  out  of  the  presence  of  their  superiors,  others 
wise  by  a  Man. 

A  Baron  may  also  have  the  cover  of  his  cup 
holden  underneath  whilst  he  drinks,  and  his 
Baroness  may  have  her  train  borne  by  a  Man  in 
the  presence  of  a  Viscountess. 

These  are  all  certainly  very  important  pri-* 
vileges  and  distinctions  to  those  who  ^t  a  value 
upon  them ;  which  in  truth  is.  the  only  thing  that 
can  give  any  importance  to  aq^^^istinctions,  as 
we  may  judge  from  the  horse-tails  in  Turkey, 
which  by  accident  have  become  the  highest  of 
all  distinctions  in  the  Ottoman  Court.  Who 
would  think  that  it  could  become  a  matter  of 
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extreme  ambition  in  any  of  our  monkey  race;  to 
attain  to  the  honour  of  having  two  tails  instead  of 
one,  or  three  instead  of  two.  Yet  so  it  is  in  Tur- 
key— ^but  I  would  have  you  to  know,  they  are 
horses-Uiih  not  asses-iBils  !  I  believe  the  history 
of  this  extraordinary  distinction  is,  that  upon  a 
separation  of  the  Turkish  army,  in  some  very 
perilous  and  critical  engagement,  one  of  the 
commanders  had  the  precaution  to  cut  off  a 
horse's  tail,  and  by  elevating  it  on  the  point  of 
a  lance,  to  render  if  a  rallying  point  for  the  dis- 
persed soldiery.  There  is  reason  in  all  things,  if 
we  can  but  find  it  out,  and  therefore  we  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  that,  as  the  song  says, 

"  'Tis  a  rerj  fine  thing  to  be  father  in  law, 
To  a  yery  magnificent  three-iaiFd  Bashaw." 

Whether  the  following  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
privilege  or  a  duty  I  cannot  pretend  to  say,  how- 
ever 1  fancy  it  is  obsolete.  The  King's  Lords  of 
the  Bedchamber  ought  to  lie  every  night  on  a 
pallet  by  the  King. 

Amongst  his  Majesty's  attendants,  none  ever 
attract  my  notice  so  much,  as  his  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard.  They  not  only  look  like  kingly  atten- 
dants, but  they  seem  to  have  descended  to  him 
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firom  his  predecessors.  I  could  almost  fancy  I 
see  the  very  body  guard  who  waited  upon  Henry 
VIL  and  Henry  VIII.  whose  livery  they  still 
v)ear.  **  The  vast  jetting  coat  and  small  bonnet, 
which  was  the  habit  in  Harry  the  SevenUCz  time, 
is  kept  on  in  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard;  not 
without  a  good  and  politic  view,  because  they 
look  a  foot  taller  and  ^foot  and  a  half  broader ; 
besides  that  the  cap  leaves  the  face  expanded, 
and  consequently  more  terrible,  and  fitter  to 
stand  at  the  entrance  of  Palaces."  Spectator, 
No.  109. — I  confess  they  are  so  singular,  and  so 
strongly  represent  to  us  the  pageantry  of  ancient 
days,  that  if  I  were  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty's 
household,  I  would  sooner  buy  their  cast  off 
dresses  out  of  my  own  pocket  and  bum  them, 
than  suffer  them  to  be  so  degraded  as  they  nmo 
are,  by  being  transferred  to  the  keepers  of  wild 
beasts,  and  paraded  about  the  kingdom  on  cart 
horses,  or  posted  at  the  entrance  of  that  dirty 
thoroughfare,  Exeter  Change^  as  the  body  guard 
of  a  parcel  of  monkies  and  pairots,  or  at  the  very 
best,  the  King  of  Beasts  '*'. 

*  Sbce  wrkbg  the  abore,  I  hare  been  told  of  a  yoang  person, 
nnacqaainted  with  the  Court,  who  expressed  the  greatest  surprise, 
on  seeing  among  the  King's  attendants  at  the  theatre,  some  of  the 
VOL.  II.  Y 
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I  hare  taken  the  liberty  (and  I  certainly  call 

it  such)  to  speak  in  otker  parts  of  my  book,  of 

the  personal  distinctions  of  JEpi$copacy,  particu- 

lariy  the  wig  and  the  short  cassock :  of  the  latter 

I  have  said^  that  an  old  Prelate  used  to  call  it  a 

jockey  dress.     Whether  Erasnms  knew  of  this 

jockey  dress  or  not^  I  cannot  say,  but  he  intimates 

in  an  Epistle  to  Reuchlin,  that  the  Bishops  of  bis 

time  always  wore  linen  dresses,  except  when  tbey 

went  a  hunting;  speaking  of  Fisker,  Bishop  ei 

Rochester,  who  wished  to  see  and  converse  with 

Reuchiin,  he  tells  him,  that  his  desire  to  do  so 

was  so  great,  that  he  had  determined  to  throw 

off  his  episcopal  garment,  that  is  the  Bnen  gar^ 

ment  tohich  the  Bishops  in  England  always  wear, 

except  when  they  go  a  hunting,  and  to  pass  over 

the  saa.  Sec* :— ^  Becrererat,  poeito  cuUn  Epis* 

copali,  hoc  est,  linefi.  veste,  qu&  semper  utuntur 

in  Angli&^  nisi  cum  vbnantur,  trajicere,'  &c«'' 

Certainly  it  must  have  been  exceedingly  trou-- 

skew-men  from  Exeter  Change,  as  he  called  them.  This  is  reallj 
wrong,  since  the  Yeomen  of  the  Gnard  very  particnlarljr  constitute  the 
King's  body-guard,  and  oaght,  in  fact,  neT«r  to  be  seen  but  in  attend* 
ance  upon  him.  There  is  something  of  good  old  EngUah  grandeur  in 
their  being  called  Beef-eaters,  a  name  very  little  snitable  to  some  of 
the  meagre  and  skrweUed  purchasers,  or  wearers,  of  their  cast-off  gar- 
ments, as  any  body  may  have  observed. 
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blesotne  to  Have  gone  a  I»iiitmg  in  thtir  ivrplieeK 
or  Uwn  sleeves.  These  tkm^  sontd  stfange  Uf 
us  now,  but  perhaps  nothing  m  the  way  of  dk^ 
ttnctioti  has  raried  more  than  the  habits  lend 
dresses  of  out  Bishops. 

I  am  not  answerable  for  the  following  sUfty, 
having  no  actual  authoritj  to  produce  for  it  at 
present  beyond  a  commoi^  newspaper,  but  it  is 
certainly  very  appiicaUe  to  my  purpose.  **  In 
1722,  there  was  a  grand  review  of  troops  by 
the  King,  and  amongst  other  distinguished  pet* 
sonages  in  his  Majesty'sr  train,  there  appeared, 
say  th6  Journals  of  the  day,  the  Bish&p  t^Dut^ 
ham,  on  horseback,  in  a  lay-habit  of  purple,  witli 
jack-boots,  and  hit  hat  cocked,  and  a  blaek  wig* 
tied  behind  like  w  milttaary  officer."  It  is  I  be* 
lieve  well  known  that  the  Bishop  of  D&rbrnn^  hasr 
certma  %  privileges  whidi  other  Bbhopii  hove 
not,  but  1  thii^k  it  is  a  mistake  to  edl  tice  pwfiier 
habit  m  Ae  above  account  a  Za^habit^  Bveft 
the  cocked  hat,  in  oontradistii»:tion  to  the  rcmid 
ones  of  the  present  day,  would  be  rather  episco- 
pal than  otherwise,  and  there  is  little  but  the 
military  tie  behind  the  wig,  and  the  oddity  of 
seeing  a  Bishop  with  the  King  at  a  military  re- 
view, that  would  render  the  passage  so  strange 
Y  2 
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as  to  some  no  doubt  it  will  now  appear  *.  I  can-'* 
not  pretend  to  explain  the  jeick-hoots  ;  perhaps 
they  might  be  as  modish  and  military  as  the 
Wellington  boots  of  our  days  ;  but  that  Bishops 
have  always  worn  boots,  even  from  Robin  Hood V 
<}ays,  who  made  the  Bishop  of  Hereford  to  dance 
in  his,  is  a  circumstance  known  to  every  child. 
In  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  we  read  of  an  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  who  kept  a  great  number 
of  horses,  trained  for  the  purposes  of  war,  and 
who  had  the  young  gentlemen  of  his  household 
instructed  in  the  military  science.  It  was  while 
hunting  in  Bramshill  Park,  Hants,  that  Archbi- 
shop Abbot,  in  James's  time,  had  the  misfortune 
while. aiming  at  a  buck,  to  kill  the  gamekeeper, 
of  which  his  enemies  were  mean  enough  to  take 
every  advantage. 

Before  the  Reformation,  the  Bishops  sat  in 
Parliament  with  their  mitres  on  their  heads,  (at 
lieast  when  the  King  was  present)  and  in  their 
copes  and  pontifical  vestments.     Since  that  they 

.  *  On  turning,  however,  to  Mr.  Gilbert's  Episcopal  Chart,  I  see 
that  this  mast  have  been  Bishop  Talbot,  who  is  represented  by  bis 
biographer,  in  Nichols's  Illastrations  of  Literature,  to  have  been  a 
man^  of  rather  more  magnificence  and  expence  than  snited  his  stationr 
and  dignity  ;  even  to  the  embarrassment  of  his  own  family. 
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hsLve  worn  on  such  occasions  scarlet  robes,  which 
are  said  to  have  been  originally  only  the  scarlet 
habit  of  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  not  of  Oxford,  but 
Cambridge  :  the  first  Archbishops  after  the  Re- 
formation, having  been  of  the  latter  University. 
The  white  linen  rochet,  or  what  we  now  call 
their  la^on  sleeves,  was  their  common  dress  on  alL 
occasions  but  the  one  just  mentioned.  The  ha- 
bit of  a  Bishop  in  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  that 
is  in  the  former  part  of  his  reign,  was  a  white 
linen  rochet  turned  up  at  the  sleeves  in  winter 
jtime,  with  sabk:  about  the  neck  a  black  silk  tippet, 
which  in  winter  was  lined  with  sable ;  under  the 
'  rochet  a  scarlet  garment.  In  the  reign  of  Edward 
yi.  they  wore  over  the  rochet  a  scarlet  chimere, 
the  same  with  a  Doctor's  habit  at  Oxford ;  which 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  was  changed  into  a 
black  satin  one,  which  is  used  at  this  day.  In 
those  days  all  Clergymen  wore  caps.  I  have 
great  reason  to  think  from  what  occurs  in  his- 
tory, what  I  have  heard,  and  what  is  to  be  read 
in  old  periodical  and  other  works  of  satire  and 
amusement,  that  the  Bishops  and  Clergy  in  ge^ 
neral,  never  stood  clearer  of  foppery,  or  excess  in 
any  article  of  dress  or  apparel,  than  they  do  at 
present.     Their  ofScial  vestments  are  a  good 
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io#f}itim  between  pop^iy  and  puritaoaam,  their 
fspmxoon  fdres^  gnire  and  dignifted ;  if  the  epts* 
popal  i£%  can  be  presierred  from  becomiog  so  sin- 
guiar  and  pfculmr,  aa  to  excite  ricUeale.  It  U 
aJraady  become  $o  unctmrnm,  that  not  wty  loog 
f^go,  t^t  a  great  tabl^  a  Bishop  being  amongst 
the  guests,  om  pf  th^  childrepi  of  the  lamtly, 
wbo  Pame  ipto  tha  room  a^%^  ^  nuooral  of  the 
^Qih,  finding  the  Bishop  aitting  mxt  to  Hi^ 
|>**<*-^6a,  looked  at  him  and  hia  wig  for  same 
ime>  and  at  last  turning  to  her  mother,  a^ed, 
with  the  moat  excusable  simplicity,  '^  Mamma, 
what  is  it?" 

n&is  then  is  the  aj^rehemoon  I  f«el  about  the 
Bishop's  wig,  that  it  will  beeome  too  parikuUir, 
and  feo  tmrked,  almost  as  unusual  a  sight  in  our 
streets  and  priyata  assemblies,  as  the  Jndge^i 
full  bottomed  wig  would  be,  if  made  an  article 
of  his  comqion  dress. 

We  should  r^oiember  the  Spectator^  ansiety 
about  a  standing  dress,  for  p(»traits.  ^*  Qreat 
masters  in  painting,'^  says  he,  ^^  never  care  fbr 
drawing  people  in  the  fashion;  as  well  Lnemi^ 
Aat  the  Aeo^^d^  or  fmwig  that  nota  preTaik, 
and  gives  a  grace  to  tha  portraitures  at  present. 
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will  make  a  very  odd  figure,  and  perhaps  look 
monstrous  in  the  eye  o{  posterity  J* 

Is  not  ike  purple  eoat  of  a  Bishop,  which  I 
thkk  extremdy  handsome,  a  better  distincticAl 
Bui  I  am  only  looking  to  what  mmf  come  to  pas8# 
At  pre$e$it,  (as  far  as  my  own  taste  and  judgment 
goes)  I  see  nothing  objectionable  in  a  ]l^ahop*k 
dress,  but  quite  the  contrary;  no  not  even  in 
the  rose  or  the  shovel  hat.     Formerly,  I  Iiave 
heard,  the  Bishops  used  to  walk  the  streets  in 
scarfs  drawn  through  the  embroidered  button-holes 
of  their  purple  coats;  and  from  the  Spectator  it 
would  appear,  that  the  scarf  to  the  younger  part 
of  the  Clergy,* was  a  distinction  assumed  on  the 
slightest  pretensions,  to  give  them  an  air  of  con- 
sequence.   What  young  Clergyman  now-a-days, 
let  me  ask,  would  attempt  to  parade  about  the 
streets  of  London  in  his  gown  and  cassock  and 
scarf  2  or  wish  to  be  mistaken  for  a  Doctor  of  Di' 
fimty.    See  Spectator,  No.  609.— In  1662,  the 
dress  of  the  famous  John  Owen,  Dean  of  Christ 
Church,  and  Vice  Chancellor  of  Oxford,  is  thus 
described  ; — "  a  lawn  band,  his  hair  powdered,  his 
hat  curiously  cocked,  Spanish  leather  boots  with 
lmm»  t(^,  and  snakef^nme  band  strings,  with  large 
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tasseh;  a  large  set  of  ribbands,  pointed  at  the 
knees  with  points  or  tags  at  ihe  end/' 

But  if  we  go  farther  back,  we  shall  find  the 
Clergy  studiously  affecting  the  parade  and  shew 
of  gay  and  gaudy  dresses.  The  Ploughman  in 
Chaucer's  CatUerbury  Tales  thus  represents  the 
PrieU  of  those  days : 

"  That  faye  on  horse  wjlletli  to  ride, 

In  gljrttennde  gold  of  great  arrajre, 
Ypaioted  and  portred  all  in  prjde. 

No  common  knjghte  maj  go  so  gaj ; 
Cbauoge  of  clothyng  everj  daje. 

With  golden  gyrdels  great  and  small. 
As  boystrons  as  is  here  aflmje  r 

All  snche  falsbed  mote  nede  fall." 

They  are  besides  described  as  haying  more 
than  one  or  two  mitres,  ornamented  with  pearls 
like  the  head  of  a  Queen,  and  a  staff  of  gold  set 
withjeM;e&  as  heavy  as  lead ;  a^  appearing  abroad 
with  broad  bucklers  and  long  swords,  with  bal- 
drics about  their  necks,  instead  of  stoles,  to 
which  their  baselards  were  attached : 

"  Backlers  broad  and  sweardes  longe— 
Baudrjrke  with  baselards  kene." 

He  charges  them  also  with  wearing  gay  gowns 
of  scarlet  and  green  colours,  with  cut-work,  and 
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lon^  pykes  to  their  shoes.  Surely  when  we  read 
these  thmgs^  we  cannot  justly  accuse  the  En- 
glish Clergy  of  the  present  day  of  any  great  ex- 
cess or  impropriety  in  regard  to  dress ;  smd  yet 
in  a  newspaper^  scarcely  four  ;mionths  old,  I  see 
it  charged  upon  the  Clergy,  that  they  dress  too 
much  Uke  the  laity.  "  Cropped  hair,  round  cas- 
tor, white  cravat,  sable  habiliments,  and  tied 
shoes,"  says  the  writer,  "meet  us  in  every  street* 
In  gentlemen  of  the  clerical  profession  iiurely 
this  resemblance  is  unwise,  and  to  their  respec- 
tability inimical  in  the  extreme."  He  is  for  their 
returning  to  "  the  shovel  hat,  formal  band,  nar- 
row collar,  single-breasted  vest  and  coat,  buc- 
kled knee  and  foot." — In  justice  to  the  Clergy  I 
must  observe,  that  if  decency  of  apparel  be  better 
than  formality,  they  not  only  appear  to  my  eyes 
clerical  enough,  but  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  that  the  laity  have  encroached  upon  the 
Clergy,  not  the  Clergy  upon  the  former.  It  is 
not  a  great  many  years  ago,  since  the  present 
dress  of  the  Clergy  was  quite  as  distinguishing 
as  the  shovel  hat,  band,  narrow  collar,  &c.  and 
that  it  is  the  laity  who  by  cropping  their  hair, 
and  taking  to  dark  and  sable  habiliments,  have 
occasioned  the  confusion.    Within  my  own  me- 
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aftory,  the  preset^  grave  dress  of  the  Clergy  was 
so  alarming  to  the  young  qirigs  of  foMon,  thmt  il 
was  difficult  to  get  any  Dandy  of  the  day^  to 
ekoote  or  eyen  consent  ta  be  bred  up  to  the  jnreH 
ftmon;  and  perhaps  if  the  Clergy  chose  now  to 
make  their  body  more  select,  they  conld  not  do 
better  than  adopt  some  Anti-ianiyuk  Cmtitmm^ 
But  the  truth  is  as  I  state  it ;  it  was  the  latty 
who  first  broke  down  the  distinction*  To  shew 
how  fiur  the  Clergy  of  the  present  day  are  frooi 
foppery  in  their  dress,  compared  with  their  pr^ 
decessors,  I  shall  copy  the  following  petition  to 
Mn  Bickerstaff's  Court  of  Honour,  (Tatler,  No» 
270)  the  date  being  probably  about  1710. 

^  The  humble  petition  of  Elisabeth  Slend^^ 
Spinster  \ 

**  Sheweth,  that  on  the  20th  of  this  instaat  De- 
cember, her  friend  Rebecca  Hive  and  your  peiti«- 
tioner  walking  in  the  Strand,  saw  a  genUeauuK 
before  us  in  a  gown,  whose  periwig  was  so  lottg^ 
and  so  orach  powdered,  that  your  petitioner  took 
notice  of  it,  and  said  she  wondered  thai  a  JLsti^fPer 
would  so  spoil  a  new  gowu  with  powder.  To 
which  it  was  answered,  Aat  he  was  no  Xoieyer 
b«t  a  Chgymtm,    Upon  a  wager  of  a  pok  of 
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coffee  we  oyertook  lum,  and  your  petitioner  wa« 
soon  co&TiQced  she  }md  lo8t«  Your  petitioner 
therefore  desires  your  Wcnrship  to  cite  the  Cler^^ 
gymw  before  you>  and  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
length  of  camndoal  periwigs,  and  the  quantity  of 
powder  to  he  made  use  of  in  them,  and  to  give 
stt€h  other  directions  as  you  shall  think  fit*  And 
your  Petitioner^  &c,  ka." 

The  Tatler  puts  a  query,  whether  the  gentle^ 
man  was  not  Chaplain  to  a  Regime,  and  there* 
fore  powdered  accordingly.  And  in  his  remarks 
on  die  pttitibn»  be  admonishes  the  young  Mii^ 
sionariee  from  the  Universiiits,  to  ccmsider  where 
tl^y  are,  and  not  dress  and  more  and  look  like 
y9ung  Cheers. — Suoh  was  the  figure  the  Clergy 
cut  m  the  streets  of  London  very  little  more  than 
a  century  ago.  They  were  then,  as  at  present, 
aooused  of  aping  the  laity;  but  it  was  a  powdeiv 
ed  and  periwigged  laity.  If  this  laity  dress  now, 
as  plain  as  plain  can  be,  even  in  black  habili- 
ments,  and  with  cropped  unpowdered  hair,  why 
should  the  Clergy  be  called  itpon  to  distinguish 
&emselvea  by  dresses  less 'plain,  or  at  best,  ruft- 
mhusfy  tormdll 

We  know  from  HoUinshed,  that  in  Queen  Eli* 
Babfdi%  days,  the  Clergy  ^*  went  either  in  diverse 
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colours,  like  plaiers,  or  in  garments  of  light 
hew,  as  yellow,  red,  greene,  &c.  with  their  shoes 
piked,  their  haire  crisped,  their  girdles  armed 
with  silver;  their  shoes,  spurres,  bridles,  &c. 
buckled  with  like  metall ;  their  apparell  for  the 
most  part,  of  silke,  and  richlie  furr'd;  their 
cappes  lac'd  and  butn'd  with  gold ;  so  that  to 
meet  a  Priest  in  those  days  was  to  behold  Vipea- 
cocke  which  spreadeth  his  taile  when  he  danseth 
before  the  henne." 

I  am  aware  of  the  Canon  enjoining  *'  decency  of 
apparel  to  Ministers,*^  and  I  have  lately  read  some 
sensible,  and  certainly  well-meant  observaUons 
upon  it,  in  the  Christian  Remembrancer;  but  the 
Canon  itself  I  think  shews,  how  difficult  it  must 
be,  at  different  times,  to  reconcile  distinction  and 
decency,  the  latter  being  I  think  most  consistent 
with  simplicity;  and  surely  nothing  can  be  more 
simple  than  the  present  evening  dress,  at  the 
least,  of  the  Clergy,  which  is  invariably  of  plain 
black  clothes.  The  Clergy  are  not  to  blame^  if 
the  laity,  imitating  the  simplicity  of  dress  once 
peculiar  to  themselves,  have  robbed  them  of  their 
distinction.  The  Clergy  at  all  events  have  the 
advantage  of  a  gentlemanly  appearance,  and  as 
the  world  goes,  and  'education  is  their  first  qua-. 
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lification,  this   gentlemanly  appearance  places 
them  only  in  the  rank  where  they  oughUto  be. 
I  have  shewn  by  many  instances  that  distinctions 
exclusively  clerical,  may  be  carried  to  an  absurd 
excess.    There  may  be  Dandyism  in  gowns  and 
cassocks.     If  the  Canon  were  to  be  complied 
with,  what  dreadful  objects  of  ridicule  would  the 
Clergy  become :  after  directing  that  all  Deans, 
Masters  of  Colleges,  Archdeacons  and  Preben- 
daries, (being  Priests  and  Deacons),  Doctors  in 
Divinity,  Law  and  Physick,  Bachelors  in  Divi- 
nity, Masters  of  Arts,  8cc.  shall  usually  wear 
gowns  with  standing  collars  and  sleeves  strait  at 
the  hands ;  or  wide  sleeves^  as  is  used  at  the 
Universities,  with  hoods  or  tippets  of  silk  or 
sarcenet,  and  square  caps.     It  proceeds  :  "  We 
do  also  in  like  manner  ordain,  that  all  the  said 
Ecclesiastical  persons  above  mentioned,  shall 
usually  wear  in  their  journies,  cloaks  with  sleeves, 
commonly  called  Priest's  cloaks,  without  gards, 
welts,  long  buttons,  or  cuts.    And  no  Ecclesias- 
tical person  shall  wear  any  coife  or  wrought 
night-cap,  but  only  a  plain  night-cap  of  black 
silk,  satten,  or  velvet.*'    This  is  recommended 
merely  for  decency,  gravity,  and  order.    '*  In  pri- 
vate houses,"  (the  Canon  goes  on  to  say,)  **  and 
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ia  their  studies,  the  said  persons  ecclesiastiotl 
may  use  any  comely  and  scholar-like  apparel, 
provided  that  it  be  ttot  cut  or  pinkt ;  and  that  in 
pubHc  they  go  not  in  their  doublet  and  hose, 
without  coats  or  cassocks ;  and  that  they  wear 
not  any  tight-coloured  stockings." — *'  Moreover, 
poor  beneficed  m^i  and  curates,  (not  being  able 
to  provide  themselves  long  gowns)  may  go  in 
short  gowns  of  the  fashion  aforesaid/^  Fashum 
is  a  good  word  to  have  used,  for  nothing  I  think 
but  fiishion  could  protect  a  Clergyman  so  dressed 
from  ridicule  and  insult.  Surely  our  present 
fashion  approaches  nearer  to  decency,  that  is, 
simplicity  of  apparel. 

Of  obsolete  titles  and  offices,  that  of  Coi^tabk 
has  undergone  strange  revolntiotts«  We  all  know 
what  a  Constabk  is,  and  where  to  find  him  if  we 
want  such  a  public  functionary ;  and  generally 
speaking,  it  is  by  no  means  among  the  higher 
classes  that  we  shonld  go  to  look  for  him ;  and 
yet  there  was  a  time  when  Comtahk  was  with- 
out any  exception  one  of  the  highest  titles  and 
highest  offices  in  the  kingdom.  The  Constcsbte 
commonly  known  to  us  is  the  petty  Constable, 
and  as  I  have  said  before,  we  generally  know 
where  to  find  him,  in  our  towns  and  villages. 
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but  I  question  if  any  body  would  know  where  to 
go  and  look^  (not  for  tlie  High  Constable  of  ft 
hundred)  but  the  Lord  High  Constable  of  these 
touthem  parts  of  the  kingdom.     In  Scotland^  (as 
we  have  lately  had  occasion  to  know^  there  is 
still  a  Lord  High  Constabk  and  Knight  Maris^ 
ehei.    But  if  any  traces  of  a  L&rd  High  Constable 
are  to  be  fDund  in  South  Britain^  it  is  I  think 
in  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Horse.    The  hors 
thegn  or  thegn  of  the  stud  in  the  Anglo-Saxon 
times.    Johannes  Goropius  indeed  would  have  it 
that  the  term  Constable  is  derived  from  the  Saxon 
Coaming  King^  and  Stable  iptop.    The  Constable^ 
who  hiUl  to  maintain  by  his  authority^  the  peace 
of  the  land,  being  the  great  stay  and  support  of 
the  King's  own  power;  but  as  it  used  to  be  writ- 
ten Cuningstable,  and  the  Master  of  the  Horse  is 
fairly  the  Comes  Stabuli,  it  looks,  to  a  modem 
^e,  as  though  it  were  compounded  of  the  words 
curming  and  stable,  as  much  as  to  say  knowing  in 
horses,  which  the  Master  of  the  Horse  ought  to 
be,  and  (perhaps)  the  present  Master  of  the  Horse 
realbf  is.    According  to  old  Roger  Ascham,  these 
Masters  of  the  Horse,  or  Cwningstabks,  were  of 
great  account,  (too  great  account  possibly)  in  his 
days.    For,  "  it  i^  pitie,"  says  he,  "  that  corn- 
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monlie  more  care  is  had,  yea,  and  that  amonge 
yerie  wise  men,  to  find  out  rather  a  cumiynge  man 
for  their  horse,  than  a  cunm/nge  man  for  their 
children.    They  say  nay  in  worde,  but  they  do  so 
in  deede ;  for  to  one  they  will  gladlie  give  a  sti- 
pend of  200  crownes  by  the  yeare,  and  loth  to 
offer  to  the  other  200  shillings,    God,  ih^t  sit- 
teth  in  heaven,  laugheth  their  choice  to  skorne, 
and  reward^th  their  liberalities  as  it  should  be  ; 
for  he  suffereth  them  to  have  tame  and  well  or- 
dered horse,  but  wilde  and  unfortunate  children: 
and  therefore  in  the  ende,  they  finde  more  plea- 
sure in  their  horse,  than  comforte  in  their  chil- 
dren/'   As  for  Johannes  Goropius's  definition 
of  the  word,  which  is  followed  I  think  by  that 
great  lawyer.  Coke,  in  his  Institutes,  it  is  singular 
enough,  that  so  far  from  being  a  prop  and  stay 
to  our  Kings,  the  office  of  Lord  High  Comtiible 
was  not  revived  by  Henry  the  Vlllth  after  the 
attainder  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  because  it 
was  thought  dangerous  to  the  King*s  power^  and 
too  much  for  any  subject.    Which  was  also  the 
opinion  of  Harry  Martyn,  when  in  1647,  he 
opposed  the  motion  that  had  been  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  following  effect: — 
*'  That  it  was  necessary  for  the  House  of  Com- 
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ntoa^  to  have  a  High  Constable  of  tJieir  aum  that 
will  make  no  scruple  of  laying  his  Majesty  by  the 
heels i'  Harry  Marty n  wisely  enough  objected 
that  '*  the  power  was  too  great  for  any  man ;" 
and  the  motion  was  quashed.  As  there  is  at  pre- 
sent no  liord  High  Constable  in  England,  so  is 
there,  as  it  happens,  no  Master  of  the  Horse  in 
Scotland. 

Ben  Jonson  has  a  fling  at  High  Constables  in 
his  Tale  of  a  Tub,  which  might  deserve  to  be  in- 
troduced into  this  medley  of  odd  things,  if  there 
were  room  for  it.    See  Act  III.  Scene  6. 

Among  obsolete  titles  and  names,  we  might 
enumerate  several  that  have  undergone  extraor- 
dinary changes.  Who  would  now  suppose  that 
he  might  in  times  past,  have  fallen  into  the  com- 
pany of  knaves  and  villains,  leeches,  trulls,  and 
wenches,  and  even  girls  of  the  town,  without  in- 
curring the  smallest  loss  of  reputation,  or  being 
actually  in  bad  company?  What  fine  food  for 
witlings  at  cards,  have  the  knaves  supplied,  under 
a  supposition  that  the  name  imported  something 
of  trick,  thievery,  and  craft;  whereas  originally 
it  was  intended,  and  applied  no  doubt,  as  a 
title  of  honor ;  and  indeed  for  the  credit  of  the 

VOL.   IX.  z 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


388  OBSOLfeTE    PKlVtLEOES,     • 

kn^Ve  to  this  dcty^  it  may  ^  hdted  liiftt  it  is' 
accounted  an  hoVior  to  have  it  \A.  one'6  haxnA,  at 
whist^  at  leafit.  Vft  have  i!n  history  Ilie  naimes 
of  the  veiry  personageB,  8uppos<^  ti  be  repi^ 
sented  by  the  Knaves  of  iJluh,  DiaMtMidi,  HetOis^ 
and  Spades,  at  the  first  invehtion  of  catds  in  the 
XiVth  centuiy.  They  were  it  seems,  Ld/dte^ 
and  Hector  Delagard,  two  Captains  of  C3»arted 
Vllth  of  i^itoce,  with  Lancelot  and  D&gier,  he- 
roes faihouB  in  the  wai^  of  Chftriemagne.  And 
the  place  they  severally  held,  was  ptobablydMtt 
of  Squire  or  attendant  te  their  re^pe<5tive  Kin^ 
The  ScHd  Knapa  among  the  Saxons,  ett^y  an- 
swer^ indeed  to  the  Latin  Amiiger  cDr  French 
Souyer.  It  is  supposed  to  be  derived  from  the 
^ktXonCnapd  *or  Fl^]t»sh  Knope/signifymg  Sm'^ 
kfdrits  in  Which  sense  the  wotd  Knave  occurs  im, 
is<6toe  of  oUr  old  Statute*.  But  it  has  been  tised 
also  ior^  mal^  li^hild  ofr  boy.  In  WickcMb'is  Bi'- 
We,  the  MWwiveft  o^  Egypt,  Exodus  i.  I«.  toe 
tridden  to  kiH  eV^  knave^chM,  l^d  save  «^ 
girls  alive.  In  die  Saxfovi  traiislaiion  ^ilMftbew 
yin.  6.  it  is  nsed  folr  Servant,  "  Myn  tinapa^ 
tha/t  is,  my  Knave  Kedi  at  hotaie  sick'of  the  palsy, 
&6.  Sometimes  it  (s  forosfd  ki  dur  otd  Ikw-'bMkIs 
as  a  regular  title,  like  Arrmger  or  jBbl^yer-'^-as^ 
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Johannes  C.  Willielmi  C.  de  Derby,  Knave,  8cc. 
WiUielmus  Cowper  de  Denbigh,  Knave, 

In  Sir  John  Harrington's  Letters,  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  continually  calls  the  King's  Servants 
at  Court,  "  Knaves*^  and  *'  Varlets"  as  well  as 
**  lordly  Servants.^^  See  a  curious  account  of  some 
of  the  lordly  Servants,  in  Henry's  History  of  Eng- 
land, extracted  from  the  Leges  Wallica — Brit. 
Critic,  old  Series,  Vol.  IV.  p.  419. 

In  the  description  of  Ireland,  prefixed  to  Hol- 
Ungflbed's  Chronicle,  the  Irish  are  said  to  have 
no  word  for  Knave;  but  that  country  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  free  from  the  thing,  though 
they  had  not  the  name ;  for  in  the  English  pale 
we  read,  that  they  called  such  folks,  "  Slye  cose- 
ners/*  or  "  Wyly  pye.'' 

The  Villain  of  old  times  is  well  known  to  have 
been  merely  the  dependent  of  a  feudal  Baron, 
and  though  bom  probably  in  that  state  of  bond- 
age, by  no  means  lying  under  any  other  stigma. 
The  old  Leech  was  the  Physician,  and  Leechcraft 
his  profession. 

**  W«  stady  speech,  bat  otfaeri  we  persuade. 
We  Zseehcrt^  learn,  but  others  cure  with  it." 

**  Wise  Le$eke8  wiU  not  vtin  veodpts  obtnidfe. 

While  growing  pains  pronoonce  the  hnmotirs  erode , 

z2 
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Deaf  to  complaiBto  they  wait  apoB  the  ill. 
Till  some  safe  oriiif  matborife  their  ikilL" 

DRYDElf. 

Spenser  also  uses  the  term  in  the  same  sense. 

*'  And  itraigbtwrnj  tent  with  «trefiil  diligence. 
To  fetch  a  Xeecft,  the  which  had  great  infight 
In  that  disease  of  griered  coucience ; 
And  well  could  core  the  game ;  his  name  was  Pidmtet" 

Fairy  Queen* 

At  present  I  believe  the  term  Leech,  though 
applied  still  to  such  as  the  common  people 
esteem  both  Physicians  and  Doctors,  is  confined 
to  the  Farrier  or  Horse  Doctor.  In  justice  hovir- 
ever  to  the  whole  fraternity,  let  it  not  be  too 
hastily  imagined,  that  the  term  was  given  to 
them  on  the  score  of  resemblance  to  a  certain 
blood-letting,  or  blood-sucking  animal  of  the 
same  name,  as  though  the  whole  race  were  of 
the  same  stamp  as  le  Docteur  Sangrado  in  Gil 
Bias,  who  practised  no  remedies  but  bleeding 
and  drenching  with  warm  water.  Etymologists 
tell  us.  Farriers  are  called  Leeches,  from  a  Saxon 
term  lace,  of  lecnian  to  heal,  in  which  sense,  if  it 
do  not  apply  to  every  other  Physician,  to  every 
man  and  woman  Doctor,  as  well  as  the  Farrier, 
it  must  he  their  own  fault,  or  their  own  misma- 
nagement. 
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In  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  trull,  ti^eitcA,  and 
girl,  were  without  scruple  applied,  by  the  gravest 
and  most  accomplished  writers,  to  any  young 
woman,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  citation 
from  Tuberville's  Eclogues : 

"  AmiNig  the  reft  of  all  the  route, 

A  paninii^  proper  las •, 
A  wlnte-liair'd  tnitt  of  tweotj  yearei, 

Or  Beere  about  there  wai ; 
In  stature  paiiing  all  the  rost, 

A  gallant  gkrl  for  hewe ; 
To  be  compared  to  Ummith  mymphs. 

So  fairo  she  was  to  Tiew. 

The  KMiidk  aboat  her  waist, 

A  gallant  gandj  ribande  had, 
That  girt  her  bodj  fast" 

See  article  Wench,  in  the  Glossary  before  cited. 
Aunt  appears,  from  the  same  authority,  to  be  a 
word,  which  has  improved  by  age ;  it  having  for- 
merly borne  a  meaning  extremely  injurious  to 
the  reputation  of  those  who  were  so  denomi- 
nated; and,  which  one  would  think,  any  man 
must  have  blushed  to  apply,  to  either  his  Father's 
or  Mather's  Sister,  or  his  Unck's  Wife. 

Who  would  suppose  that  the  title  of  Butcher 
could  ever  be  given  as  a  title  of  honor  ?  yet  so  it 
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really  was.  ''  Le  Boucher  6toit  anciennement'un 
nxumomghrieuxqu^on  donnoit  k  on  general,  apres 
une  yictoire,  en  recormoissimce  du  carnage  qa*il 
avoit  fait  de  trente  ou  qnarante  mille  homines/' 
— Essais  Historiques  mr  Paris,  par  Samtfoix. 

Whoever  will  take  the  pains  to  turn  to  Bayle's 
Dictionary,  Art*  Capet,  may  see  what  strange 
endeavours  were  made  to  fix  this  weaning  upon 
the  expressions  used  by  the  poet  Dante,  and 
which  very  clearly  seemed  to  say,  that  the  head 
of  the  Capetian  Stock  was  the  son  of  a  Butcher, 
which  gave  great  offence  to  Francis  the  First, 
when  the  passage  became  known  to  him.  The 
celebrated  Djezzar,  Pacha  of  Acre»  of  whom  Dr. 
Clarke  has  given  so  remarkable  an  account  in 
his  Travels,  assumed  the  name  he  bore  out  of 
pure  ostentation;  and  which,  in  the  Turkish  lan- 
guage, expressly  signifies  Butcher. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  several  good  old 
country  customs,  which  in  too  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom  have  been  suffered  to  become  obso- 
lete,  particularly  Christmas  festivities :  as  I  am 
writing  this  at  Christmas  time,  the  following 
lines  seem  so  admirably  adapted  both  to  the  sea- 
son and  the  subject,  that  I  shall  venture  to  con- 
clude the  Section  with  them. 
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Get  iyje  and  ball,  woman,  deck  ap  tbyne  hoase : 
And  take  this  same  brawne,  for  to  leetb  and  to  sonse ; 
Proride  as  good  cheere,  for  tbon  know'st  tbe  old  {(aise, 
Olde  cdstomes  that  good  be,  let  no  man  despise! 
At  (!kntima9  be  merj,  and  tbanke  Gctd  of  al|» 
And  feaste  thy  poor  neighboar,  the  great  and  tbe  small." 
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We  must  not  fancy  that  questions  of  etiqaetU, 
rank  and  precedence,  family  prejudices^  &c.  are 
of  modern  date,  or  confined  to  any  species  of 
government,  or  order  of  society.  The  Romans 
paid  as  great  attention  to  these  things,  as  any 
people  perhaps  on  the  face  of  the  earth ;  as  the 
following  law,  in  the  famous  Theodosian  Code, 
may  particularly  serve  to  shew,  being  a  matter 
of  public  authority — '*  Si  quis  indebitum  sibi  locum 
usurpaverit;  nulla  se  ignorantia  defendat:  sit*^ 
que  plane  sacrikgii  reus,  qui  divina  j^rsecepta 
neglexerit.''  Surely  etiquette  could  not  well  be 
carried  higher,  than  by  making  an  inooluntary 
breach  of  it,  in  ignorantly  taking  a  wrong  seat, 
tantamount  to  sacrilege  ;  for  such  is  very  evidently 
the  spirit  and  purport  of  the  above  citation.  The 
first  place  was  however  almost  the  exclusive  ob- 
ject of  contention,  for  as  Aus&mus  says,  *'  Nulla 
est  quidem  Contumelia  Secundi,  sed  ex  duobu$, 
Gloria  magna  pne/off.^    In  our  own  country,  by 
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tbe  laws  of  Canute,  a  person  sitting  above  kU 
station,  was  to  be  pelted  out  of  his  place  by 
stones^  without  the  privilege  of  taking  offence ; 
but  diis  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  in  India^  where 
by  the  Gentoo  laws^  which  for  what  we  know 
may  be  as  old  as  any,  *'  a  Sooder  who  should  be 
counted  of  sitting  upon  the  carpet  of  a  Bramin, 
was  either  to  have  a  hot  iron  applied  to  the  part 
offending,  and  be  banished,  or,  suffer  positive 
exdmn  of  the  part.*^  An  ex  post  facto  law  with  a 
witness ! 

Auhis  GelUus  supplies  us  with  some  curious 
cases  of  Roman  etiquette.    A  father  and  a  son 
came  to  visit  the  Philosopher  Taurus  at  Athens ; 
the  son  happened  to  be  Preetor  (at  the  time) 
of  the  Province  of  Crete.     Being  arrived  at  the 
house  of  the  Philosopher,  a  seat  was  offered  to 
the  father,  which  he  declined  in  favor  of  his 
more  dignified  son,  and  in  deference  to  his  pub- 
lic and  magisterial  character.    The  Philosopher 
disputed  the  propriety  of  this,   alleging  that 
though  such   deference    on  the    part    of    the 
father  might  T)e  proper  enough  in  public,  such 
ceremonies,  on  all  private  occasions,  should  give 
way  to  claims  and  pretensions  more  fixed  and 
natural.     Aulus  Grellius   upon  this  introduces 
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anoth^  story  from  the  Roman  Histciry^  m  pmtf 
tioulariy  applicable.  A  s<m  who  was  Cmnti^ 
happening  in  his  rides  to  meet  his  father,  who 
had  served  the  office  the  year  before,  aiid  was 
therefore  only  Proconsul  at  the  time,  the  latter 
forbore  to  pay  the  respect  of  getting  qJT  hin 
horse,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  the  Consnl's 
father.  The  lictors  in  attendance  upon  the  son, 
knowing  the  harmony  subsisting  between  them» 
were  at  first  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  till  the  son 
absolutely  bade  them  to  compel  his  father  to  disr 
mount ;  to  which  the  latter  was  not  only  wise 
enough-to  submit,  but  at  the  ssme  tin^  filled 
not  highly  to  commend  his  son,  for  supporting 
his  public  dignity. 

The  Romans  seem  tp  have  had  too  great  cie- 
dit  given  them,  in  general,  for  that  bigh-nmded 
spirit  of  repuhUcgmm,  which  overlool^^s  aU  acdr^ 
dental  differences,  in  estimating  the  worth  and 
merits  of  individuals;  and  is  gratified  rather 
than  otherwise,  with  the  unexpected  elev«lion 
of  the  humble  and  lowly,  Horace  in  his  JYth 
£4)ode,  though  it  must  be  confessed,  the  sufajoot 
of  the  Ode,  Menas,  Pompey's  Freedman,  se^as 
to  have  been  a  very  shabby  sort  of  gex^lemam, 
speaks  with  rather  too  much  contempt  of  the 
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want  of  family^  whea  he  says,  •'  Fort^ia  non 
mutat  Genus/*  which,  under  any  oircumstanceSy 
k  a  reflection  on  low  birth.  But  besides  this, 
he  makes  a  mockety  of  the  servile  condition  in 
which  Menus  had  once  been,  as  though  it  ought 
at  once  to  preclude  a  man  from  any  after  eleva- 
tion. I  am  the  more  angry  with  Horace  for  this, 
because  in  another  place  he  has  treated  the  sub- 
ject so  differently,  and  censured  the  people  for 
their  too  great  attention  to  family,  which  was 
certainly  their  foible,  as  that  satire  shews.  See 
Sat.  VI.  Lib.i. 

Nothing  could  be  more  contemptuous  than 
Cicero's  reply  to  a  man  whom  he  had  upbraided 
for  the  baseness  of  his  extraction ;  the  man  told 
him  he  did  not  understand  him.  '*  Aiid  yet 
thou  hast  thy  ears  pierced,'*  said  Cicero  ;  signi- 
fying by  the  repartee,  that  he  was  of  servile  con- 
dition, because  the  Romans  used  to  pierce  the 
ears  of  their  slaves. 

When  Ventidius  Bassus,  a  man  of  very  mean 
parentage,  had  by  many  splendid  actions  and 
qualities  advanced  himself  to  the  highest  honors 
and  stations  in  the  republic,  the  Roman  popu* 
lace,  so  far  from  being  pleased  with  the  eleva- 
tion of  one  bom  and  bred  as  it  were  amongst 
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themsehes,  absolutely  mocked  and  insulted  him  oa 
that  very  account,  by  posting  up  in  various  parts 
of  Rome  the  following  satirical  verses ;  for  as 
such  they  were  evidently  intended. 


<*  CoBoimita  omoei  tngoret,  unupices ; 
PorUnimm  imuifMhiM  Coi^Uiitm  ett  r^oefu. 
Nun  mudM  qniyWca&af,  Comtui  factof  est !" 

Ran,  mn,  ye  aagart  and  anupices! 

Behold  Kpro£gf  most  nop  aid  tinmge; 

One  who  ir€s$*dmde$,  made  Consul  to  be  sore! 


I  have  in  another  place  taken  notice  of  ibe 
extreme  jealou&y  manifested  by  the  gentry i  of 
Home,  in  regard  to  the  Jus  Annulorum,  wh^ 
persons  of  low  degree  took  upon  them  the  right 
of  wearing  rings,  thereby  trespassing  upon  the 
privileges  and  distinctions  of  the  higher  orders. 

It  is  well  known,  I  believe,  that  the  law  fox 
admitting  plebeians  to  the  consular  rank  at 
Rome,  was  entirely  owing  to  female  pride  and 
jealousy.  The  youngest  of  two  sisters  having  mar- 
ried a  plebeian,  while  the  eldest  was  the  wife  of 
H,  patrician  and  Consul,  was  surprised  one  day;, 
while  on  a  visit  to  the  latter,  at  hearing  the  lou4 
knocking  of  the  lActors  at  her  sister's  door,  aa- 
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nonncing  the  arrival  of  the  Consul.  The  lady 
^ihe  house  seeing  her  surprise^  sneeringly  and 
insultingly  observed,  "  the  wives  of  senators  are 
used  to  this  noise;"  which  wrought  such  an 
effect  on  the-  mind  and  temper  of  the  younger 
sister,  that  she  never  rested  till  she  had  pre- 
vailed on  her  father  and  husband,  to  procure  for 
her  the  same  distinction  and  honors,  by  obtain- 
ing a  law  to  admit  Pkbeiatis  to  the  Consular  dig- 
nity ;  which,  after  considerable  opposition,  was 
at  length  accomplished;  her  husband  Licinius 
being  the  first  of  his  rank  who  was  elevated  to 
that  post  of  honor  and  authority. 

Lucian,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  Aulus 
Oellius,  and  a  great  observer  of  living  manner8> 
both  Roman  and  Grecian,  appears  to  have  had 
his  eye  particularly  on  the  struggles  that  took 
place  amongst  his  contemporaries,  for  pre-end" 
nence  and  distinction.  He  continually  introduces 
heroes,  philosophers,  and  even  Gods,  into  his 
vmtings,  in  the  act  of  quarrelling  about  prece- 
dence or  superiority  of  some  kind  or  other.  Such 
is  his  dialogue  between  Alexander,  Hannibal, 
^dpib,  and  Minos,  which  begins  with  a  sort  of 
vulgar  josffe  between  the  two  former,  in  the  very 
face  of  their  Judge.    "  Let  me  pass,"  says  Aleixh 
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ander,  **  for  I  am  much  superior  to  yOu,  Mt.  Lf' 
bian/'   **  By  no  manner  of  means,"  replies  Hooh 
nibal,  stoutly.    Tlie  case  is  referred  to  Minos, 
wlio  having  learned  who  they  were»  permits  them 
to  plead  their  own  cause,  which  in  the  hands  of 
iMcidn  is  admirably  managed  \  only  I  think  that 
having  argued  the  case  so  well  as  he  has  done 
for  Hannibal,   I  should   have    been    disposed 
to  have  brought  matters  to  a  ditiferent  conclu- 
sion,  especially  as  Plutarch    in    Us  con^aiir 
son  of  CtBMT  zxA.  Alexander^  gives  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  former  in  two  particular  infiNanoes» 
exactly  similar,  to  those  on  whidi  Htmmibed  is 
made  to  insist.    Lucian^  on  the  contmry,  instead 
of  balancing  the  merits  of  the  two  original  com- 
petitors, makes  Scipio  step  in,  claiming  to  take 
place  as  the  Conqmeror  of  Hannibal,.acknowledg- 
ing  Mmse^zi  the  same  time  ir^erior  to  Ak^^mder^ 
by  which  means  Alexander  rather  too  easily  oh- 
4mnB  £rom  Minos  the^r^  place,  Scipio  theseeandj 
while  Hannibal  is  thrust  to  the  bottom,  for  hafH 
ing  feiled  in  battle,  rather  than  in  argumeis^  Tim 
is  the  more  to  be  noticed,  because  it  is  a  droum- 
stance  partioulady  reoc»rded  of  Scipio,  that  he 
was  wont  to  call  Hannibal  the  greatest  Genfir^ 
tiiat  ever  lived,  Pyrrhas  the  Epirot  the  second. 
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mhL  hkxiBietf  tihie  third.  Lucian  surely  nnist  hare 
been  miabqvainted  with  Ais  arrangement  of 
Scipto.  But  diere  is  still  another  curious  histcnry 
Giinnected  with  the  case,  lis  depleted  by  Lucian, 
Hatmtbal  i&  said  to  have  declared  himself  m^mof 
to  no  Oeneral  that  ever  lived  but  Alexander  and 
Pyrrkas^  till  asked  by  S^io  what  rank  he  would 
hvre  <daimed  had  he  conquered  him.  To  which 
Hutnibal  is  reported  to  have  answered,  ''  Had 
I  c(M»|«ered  y<m,  Sdpio,  I  would  call  myself 
gteater  iinai  the  Gonqueror  of  I^rius,  or  the 
Ally  ofc  the  Tareatines/'  Now  if  the  above  re- 
Ia<»ons  be  true^  Lucian  has  done  an  injury  both 
to  Hannibal  and  Sci]Ho,  in  making  die  fii^t  con^ 
tend  with  Alexand«r>  and  the  latter  ostentati*^ 
ously  place  himself  above  his  African  compet 
titer  ■;  atid  «s  I  profess  to  endeavour  to  assign 
t«>  every  person  his  proper  rank,  I  have  deemed 
it  fit  to  rescue  these  two  great  Generals  from 
the  consequences  of  such  misrepresentatioin-^ 
otfaerwise  I  hate  to  find  fSault  with  Lucian  upon 
«uoh  topics,  for  he  is  certainly  ifor  the  most  part 
^f«tywitty,  very  wise^  and  very  entertaining. 

In  another  dialogue,  Lucian  gives  a  bumor*- 
ous  account  of  a  dispute  about  seats,  -at  £he  very 
laible  of  the  Gods,  between  Heradis  and  Mscu- 
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ItqHus;  and  which  Jupiter  was  obliged  to  termi- 
nate^ (words  ran  so  high  between  them,)  by 
threatening  to  turn  them  both  out  of  heaven,  if 
they  did  not  cease  to  disturb  the  company. 
Hercules  indeed  is  represented  as  abominably 
insolent,  and  ungrateful  indeed,  not  only  refus- 
ing to  let  ^sculc^ius  sit  above  him,  but  calling 
him  all  sorts  of  names,  druggist,  apothecary,  and 
I  know  not  what,  though  he  had  actually  been 
himself  benefited  by  the  skill  of  ^sculapius,  in 
regard  both  to  the- bums  he  got  upcm  Mount 
(Eta,  and  the  poisoned  tunic  of  Nessus ;  under 
which  he  seems  to  have  been  suffering  consider- 
ably when  he  first  got  to  Olympus.  But  none  of 
these  things  could  restrain  his  anger  and  indig- 
nation, upon  the  mere  thoughts  of  JSscuIapius 
presuming  to  take  place  of  him ;  he  threatens 
to  throw  him  headlong  out  of  heaven,  notwiA- 
standing  his  immortality,  and  to  give  him  such 
a  broken  head,  as  Paeon  himself  should  not  be 
able  to  heal.  However  iEsculapius  at  last  pre- 
vails, through  the  interposition  of  Jupiter,  who 
wisely  appointed  that  he  who  died  first,  should 
have  the  highest  place  at  table ;  which  happened 
to  be  the  case  with  iEsculapius. 

In  these  Dialogues  of  the  Dead,  Lucian  intiro* 
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daces  many  other  curious  cases  of  controverted 
pre-eminence^  as  in  the  one  between  Dtogenes 
and  Mausolus,  the  celebrated  King  of  Caria,  Ar- 
temisia's husband^  as  to  which  was  the  greatest 
zndmost  happy ;  and  in  that  between  Nireus  and 
Jjtersitesp  which  was  the  handsomest  ?  . 

In  die  first,  Mamolus  pleads  his  former  rank, 
his  strength,  his  valour,  his  beauty,  and  the  glory 
of  his  stupendous  sepulchre,  as  setting  him^  (eren 
in  the  shades  belowO  most  indisputably  high 
above  Diogenes.  But  how  so^  says  the  latter  ? 
your  kingdom  is  gone,  your  valour  spent,  your 
strength  vanished,  your  beauty  decayed  ?  I  see 
not  why  my  bald,  naked,  toothlessy  eyeless  skull  is 
not  now  quite  as  good  as  yours.  You  cannot 
cease  to  lament  the  worldly  advantages  you 
have  lost^  while  I,  having  left  nothing  behind, 
have  nothing  to  sorrow  for.  And  as  for  the 
tomb  which  your  wife  and  sister,  with  so  much 
eo^t,  built  over  your  remains,  I  should  think 
such  a  pack  of  stones  must  lie  very  heavy  upon 
you,  and  oppress  you  grievously  ;  I  on  the  con- 
trary, neither  know  nor  care  whether  my  carcase 
were  ever  buried  or  not,  but  am  quite  sure,  that 
by  my  peculiar  mode  of  life,  I  raised  to  myself  a 
reputation  amongst  all  wise  men,  greatly  superior 

VOL,    If.  A  a 
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to  your  exaltdl  monument^  and  Axed  ia  a  mntsb 
securer  place. 

The  dialogue  and  ^eoiittst  between  Niteus  aitd 

Tbersites  has  Bometlung  to  the^  same  effect ;  thd 

judgment  and  decision  being  left  to  Mtaippus; 

Am  not  I,  says  Nireus,  to  1>e  a^eotintdd  much 

tiie  handsomest  of  the  two?     But  who  are  you 

b<Uh,  says  Menippns>  for  I  see  no  differ^iee  be* 

tween  you  I     1,   says*  Nireu^,  am  tt^e  son  bf 

Aglaia  and  (Jharops,  pronounced  hy  Homer  to  be 

the  most  beautiful  of  aU  the  chiefs  before  Troy. 

But  you  did  not  descend  to  the  shades  below  in 

that  form,  replies  Menippue.    We  have  no  tnoit 

beautifuls  here !    Your  bonei&  are  for  all  the  wotid 

exactly  like  the  bones  of  others:  your  skull  is 

not  to  be  distinguished  from  the  skull  of  Ther^ 

sites^  except  that  it  is  more  easily  to  be  broken^ 

being  softer,  and  having  nothing  manly*  in  it. 

Let  those  who  saw  you^  as  Homer  has  spoken  of 

you,  tell  what  you  were  then,  it  they  please^  I 

can  only  see  and  discern  wha;t  you  are  it^.    Bui 

still,  says  Nireus,  I  am  surely  handsomer  than 

Thersites ;  neither  you  not  he  are  handsoidMr 

one  than  the  other  iti  ^Ai^  place,  says  Menippus; 

all  are  equal  and  alike  in  the  infernal  regions, 

you  may  depend  upon  it.     Then   that  is   the 
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utmost  /  care  about  it^  adds  Therntet;  I  at 
least  am  satisfied.  I  knew  tha^t  he  wAd  nxyf^^j 
longer  such  as  blind  old>  Hom^r  had  d^pribed 
him  to  be,  but  that  I,  notwithsUinding  my 
hunched  back,  and  lame  leg,  and  blinking*  eye, 
wsls  at  last  become  quite  as  good  and  as  comely 
as  he. 

Lucian  wrote  indeed  for  antiquity,  and  it  may 
be  thought  that  we  cto  have  little  to  do  with 
the  characters  he  describes^  or  the  pictures  he 
draws,  [except  in  the  way  of  curiosity.  Perhaps 
so  ;  but  even  on  this  very  ground,  it  may  siirely 
iiffbrd  us  some  amusement  to  compart  the  ac'- 
counts  he  gives,  with  what  we  oiirdelves  see  and 
know  of  the  human  race.  It  might  be  more  in- 
teresting perh&pa  if  vre  could  ^dce  any  striking 
likenesses,  or  discover  tmy  of  our  immediate  ac^ 
quflUUance  in  the  portraits  he  has  drawn  ;  yet  to 
know  something  about  even  Lucien*s  coniempo* 
raries,  is  to  read  the  human, heart,  if  not  such  as 
it  is,  such  as  it  has  been,  and  such  therefore  as 
by  some  revolution  or  other,  it  may  pei^psht 
again. 

In  the  following  dialogue,  old  Charon  is  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  midst  of  his  business,  that  of 
ferrying  the  dead  over  the  river  StyX  to  the  in- 
A  a  2 
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feraal  regions,  and  Mercury  in  attendance  a3 
their  conductor :  the  newly  deceased  crowding 
and  pressing  forward  to  obtain  a  passage. 
Hoity — toity,  says  Charon,  what  a  pack  of  you 
there  are!  and  what  a  parcel  o{ unnecessarj/  things 
are  each  of  you  bringing  with  you !  do  you  not 
see  how  small  and  ricketty  my  boat  is ;  it  air 
ready  leaks,  and  if  it  incline  at  all  to  one  side 
more  than  the  other,  it  will  sink.  I  am  confident 
that  if  you  attempt  to  enter  with  all  that  baggage 
you  bring  with  you,  you  will  bitterly  repent  it, 
especially  those  that  cannot  swim. — But  how 
then  can  we  pass  safely? — ^Why,  I'll  tell  you, 
says  Charon  ;  you  must  all  enter  stripped,  leav- 
ing every  thing  superfluous  there,  on  the  shore. 
Therefore  Mercury  do  you  look  to  this ;  let 
none  enter,  but  such  as  have  cast  aside  every 
sort  of  incumbrance.  I  will,  says  Mercury ; 
and  therefore,  pray  Sir,  who  are  you  that  come 
first?  I  am  Menippus  the  Cynic;  behold,  my 
scrip  and  my  staff  I  have  cast  into  the  river, 
and  cloak  I  have  none.  O  very  well— enter, 
good  man — and  take,  your  seat  there  up  by  the 
steersman,  that  you  may  see  all  that  follow. 
Who  is  this  Jemmy  Jessamine  Gentleman  ?  I 
am  Charmoleus  the  Dandy — universally  admired 
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for  my  shape  B,nd  Jigure  and  complexion — well  then 
put  off  all  that  conduces  to  that  exquisite  shape 
and  figure  and  complexion ;  your  staySy  and  ban- 
dages and  supporters^  and  the  colour  upon  your 
cheeks,  and  then  come  in.  That's  all  very 
well ;  now  enter.  Who  comes  next  there,  with 
that  bauble  on  his  head,  and  purple  robe,  look- 
ing so  fierce  ?  I  am  Lampichus,  Tyrant  of  Oela. 
But  why  do  you  come  here,  with  such  a  quantity 
of  luggage?  You  would  not  surely.  Mercury, 
have  a  King  come  destitute.  King,  do  you  say  ? 
Ton  are  only  a  dead  man;  therefore,  for  goodness 
sake,  put  away  all  that  trumpery.  Well,  I  have 
thrown  away  all  my  money.  But  you  must  lay 
aside  your  pomp,  and  pride,  too,  Lampichus  ;  for 
if  you  attempt  to  bring  them  with  you,  they  will 
sink  the  boat.  Allow  me  at  least  to  retain  my 
crown,  and  robe  of  state.  By  no  means ;  they  must 
be  given  up.  Well  then;  there  can  be  nothing 
more  required — I  have  now  cast  aside  every  in- 
cumbrance and  superfluity.  No ;  you  must  dis- 
miss besides,  your  cruelty,  yonr  folly,  your  arro- 
gance,  and  your  Imd  temper.  Well,  I  have  done 
all  this.  Then  go  into  the  boat.  And  who  are 
you.  Sir,  that  seem  so  stout  and  brawny,  and 
have  isuch  an  abundance  of  flesh  and  sinew? — I 
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am  Bamasias  the  Boxer-— yon  may  suffer  me  to 

pais  at  once»  for  I  am  already  stripped  and 

oaked^    Not  naked  labile  you  are  covered  with 

Qomnch  Jtesh — put  that  jaway  therefore^  or  the 

boat  will  sink  if  you  set  but  so  much  as  one  foot 

in  it;  and  ca£itasi4e  those  crowns  you  have  on, 

wSkh  all  the  praise  ^nd  Jlattery  of  y^lnch  they  have 

bekii  the  occasion.    I  have. done  so;  and  am  now 

assuredly  no  heavier  than  any  other  dead  man« 

*r*^See  what  an  advantage  it  is  to  be  a  person  of 

imall  weight ! — Come  in — andj^ou  may  come  4oo, 

Craton,  Qviy  put  awa!y  firs*  all  your  ii;eaM>  and 

htxunes^  and  effeminacies:  and  dismiss  your  fti* 

nev'al  vestments/ and  the  honors  Appertaining  to 

your  rank;    You,  mtist  be  contented  to  forget 

ydur  an^estorsy  'and  all  'the  pafet  glories  'of  your 

race ;  nor  say  a  word  of  the  inscriptions  upoc^ 

your  etatues;  tkor  of  the  superb,  monument  thi^ 

has  been  raised^  to  your  memory,  for  Ae  very 

mentiottof  the  latter  will  make  the^  boat  heavier; 

And  pray.  Sir;  you  who  appeat  anwcrf.  thejjci? 

what  may  you   want?    'What  trophy  is.  that 

jon  ctary  witih  you-^and  why^aUitho^.iTzt^fy. 

orders?     They  ate  honors  tconfenred'^  upoh'.dift 

byimy  country^  forhaving  gained  l^torie&i  bx^ 

conducted  myself  bravely  in  batideu..  Tlw»  yon 
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may .  put  tbem  all  down  upon  the  bank ;  for 
W§  Mv^.^peaee  conatantly  here  in  the  shades 
belo^w^  and  have; of  course  no  ne^d  of  arms  or 
llgfatlBg.  -;    .         .     . 

(iButt.hete 'is  sdm^  very  grave  character  com« 
ing^  i;![hom.I  know.not*  Menipptis.  What^  or 
who''isihe?i)rSee  how  he.  carries  his  head  on 
highrj;  how  84^eiAnly.lie  walks!  how  he  is  lost 
in.  meditatidn !      .w.       - 

ilirifi  ef,:pkdQiopher,  Mercury;  a  very  learned 
gantteman^^fulljitf  9iie^ap^u^  conceits,  and  subtk 
^^^tmenti^  ,  Pray  make  him  put  o^T  his  gondii,  for 
}KauJ^have  no  cono^ptionwbat  a  heap  of  absurd 
aiMl  fritoloue  ibinga  he  has  und&'  it.  Do  Sir, 
then»  J  bjeg^  put  ^ff  your  gowi^.  Heavens !  what 
a  pack  of  arrogance,  ignorance,  nncharitableness, 
^^ 'gfo^/.  what  a  ^ring.  q{. foolish  questions, 
sog^i^i^l  r^usonii^gh  hard  words,;  ^md  perplexed 
a^^llume^^Ao^^  (h^  n^an  oacry  about  with  him! 
]iPiata.qi^Qtii^y,Af  .mispl^Cttd  labour^  and  lost 
t j»f9^«  a^d'  us§le9B  ^pqupation, .  has  he  to  answer 
fg^!.  ,But>(by  Jjupi^ev^  gir,  you  mnst  dejposit  all 
JftftR  g4*«ihWd  ♦«^i^e)?ws,  and  selfnoor^idence, 
%ifiit/^iipkimif]§^  w€0kHems,  (which,  though 
y^^n^t^jppt  ito :  hide ;  them,  I  can  aee  plainly 
enough)  and  your  hypocrisy,  VLud  pride,  and  above 
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all  things,  the  fancy  you  have  formed,  that  with' 
out  exception  you  are  the  wisest  man  in  the  worUr 
for  if  you  expect  to  carry  all  these  things  widi 
you,  a  fifty  oared  boat  would  not  be  stroi^ 
enough  to  convey  you. — Well,  I  will  do  as  you 
tell  me,  here  they  go. — But  pray.  Mercury,  make 
him  cut  that  hng  beard  of  his,  and  thin  those 
gloomy  eyebrows,  and  see  that  he  does  not  carry 
with  him,  what  he  has  long  and  profitably  made 
use  of  to  humbug  all  the  world,  that  parcel  of 
flattery  there  that  he  hides  within  his  lips. — It 
would  be  well,  Menippus,  if  you  would  curtail 
your  freedom  of  totigue,  restrain  your  audacity, 
and  forbear  your  ungenerous  ridicuk:  howeyer 
I  comply — behold.  Mercury,  I  put  away  all  you 
have  objected  to. 

Admirable — then  weigh  the  anchor ;  loose  the 
sails ;  take  the  hehn,  Charon,  and  let  us  be  off! 
But  what's  the  matter,  Mr.  Philosopher;  you 
seem  sadly  depressed  ?— It  is,  (Mercury,)  be- 
cause I  fancied  the  soul  was  immortal.  Non- 
sense, /  know  better.  He  is  lamenting  his  lost 
dinners  and  private  indulgences;  and  his  gains 
firom  young  men  on  pretence  of  his  superlative 
wisdom.  These  are  the  things  that  disconcert 
him  so. 
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But  let's  away  to  judgment — sad  punishments 
await  the  wicked — wheels — Tultures — chains 
and  rocks! — Every  man's  life  shall  be  made 
manifest — 

AtucBfiffiTtu  b  tKarov  fitoQ. 
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PRECEDENCE. 

Though  much  has  been  already  said  upon  the 
subject  of  Precedence,  yet  it  still  seems  to  de- 
serve a  Section  to  ittelf,  as  particularly  connected 
with  the  title  of  my  book^  and  a  subject  of  press- 
ing importance,   in  the  affairs  of  this  world. 
While  the  best-bred  persons  and  personages  in 
the  community,  are  placed  above  all  hazard  of 
disputes;  by  their  title$  of  Nobility,  it  seems  a 
cruel  case,  by  carrying  the  distinctions  no  lower, 
to  have  thrown  such  a  bone  of  contention  amongst 
the  ignoble  and  untitled:  amongst  those  too,  who 
in  not  a  few  cases,  may  be  destitute  of  that  good 
breeding,  and  those  polished  manners,  that  are 
calculated,  under  all  circumstances,  to  make  life 
pass  smoothly.    **  People  who  have  no  title  to 
distinction,"   says  the   Inspector,    **  are  always 
most  ambitious  of  it."    Now  this  is  really  very 
provoking,  but  who  in  the  world  can  help  it? 
The  same  periodical  writer,  whose  entertaining 
papers  appeared  about  the  middle  of  the  last 
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oentmry,  (I  beli^v^  they  were  chiefly  from  the 
pea  of  fir.  Hill)  tellg  of  a  Lord  Mayor's  ball  that 
was  throwa  iiito  great  confusion,  by  a  dispute  for 
precedenoie,  between  a  "  Wateh^pring-maker^B 
lady  andrthe  ,wif«  of  a  Watt^-^aserfoint'^imsherJ^ 
The  JiOrd  Mayor  himself,  it  seems,  was  quite  in* 
ci^gable  i  of  deciding  the  matter  between:  them^ 
aqd  I  much  question,  if  it  had  happened  at  the 
other  ;^nd  of  the.  town,  whether  it  might  not  have 
puazled  the  Lord  Chamberlain. 

Had  sucb^a  case  been  referred  to  Frederic  IL 
of  Pnmia^.  be :  would  probably  have  setded  it, 
as  he.  is". reported  to  have  done,  by  the  lady  of 
the  President  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  and  the 
lady  of  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Revenue 
at'C/tft^.  The  fbrmer  having  insisted  upon  tak- 
ing place  in{  all  public  assemblies,,  till  she  had 
weaii^  out  the  patience  of  her  competitor,  and 
mortified  her  pride  past  all  bearing,,  as  a  last 
resoiircei:  the  [lady  of  the  President  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Revenue  wrote  to  the  King  himself,  de- 
siriilg  .that  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  gra- 
ciously to  interpose  his  authority,  and  declare 
opce  for. all,  which  ought  to  go  first.  Frederic 
was  at  ao  loss  to  satisfy  the  complainant ;  how 
graciously^  I  need  not  say ;  he  immediately  re- 
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turned  the  following  laconic  answer  : — "  Let  the 
greatest  fool  walk  first." — ^This  is  told  of  Frederic 
in  Dr.  Towers's  Life  of  that  Monarch,  and  there- 
fore I  suppose  it  to  be  true ;  but  the  very  same 
thing  is  related  by  St.  Real  of  Charles  Vth,  who 
had  a  similar  point  to  adjust  between  two  ladies 
of  fashion  at  Brussels.  It  is  surprising,  says  the 
latter  author,  how  polite  the  two  ladies  were  to 
each  other  ever  after ,  and  how  scrupulous  of  tak- 
ing the  lead ! 

The  ladies'  indictment  of  Timothy  TreataU, 
Oent.  in  Mr.  Bitkerstqff^s  Court  of  Honour  (Tat- 
ler.  No.  262)  for  the  great  and  unspeakable  con- 
fusion he  had  occasioned,  by  desiring  a  party  of 
ladies  to  take  their  places  at  his  supper  table, 
according  to  their  age  and  seniority,  is  much  of  a 
piece  with  the  above  stories  ;  the  only  difference 
being,  that  a  few  TelUtale  Parish  Registers,  to 
which  Mrs.  Fidget  and  Mrs.  Fescue,  are  reported 
in  the  paper  referred  to,  to  have  had  recourse, 
might  settle  any  disputes  in  regard  to  age  at 
once ;  whereas,  which  were  the  greater  fool  or 
simpleton,  of  any  two  given  ladies,  disputing  for 
precedence,  on  the  mere  ground  of  their  oum 
personal  vanity,  or  private  piques,  might  be  a 
question  to  puzzle  and  perplex  the  subtlety  of  an 
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CEdipus.  The  following  story,  related  of  Mr. 
George  Colman  the  younger,  is,  I  think,  as 
neat  an  attempt  to  settle  the  question  betwe^i 
age  and  precedence,  as  I  ever  remember  to  have 
heard.  His  present  Majesty,  when  Prince  of 
Wales,  meeting  Mr.  C.  at  a  party  composed  of 
t]^e  first  wits  of  the  day,  gaily  observed,  that 
there  were  two  Georges  the  younger  in  company, 
"  But,'*  continued  his  Royal  Highness, "  I  should 
like  to  know,  which  is  George  the  yonngesiV 
"  Oh!"  replied  Mr.  Colman  very  happily,  "  I 
could  never  have  had  the  rudeness  to  come  into 
the  world  before  your  Royal  Highness." 

Having,  as  in  duty  bound,  consulted  the  Re* 
gister  of  Mr.  Bickerstaff 's  Court  of  Honour,  I  am 
disposed  to  cite  the  following  case,  as  suggest- 
ing a  fair  and  ready  mean  of  settling  and  adjust- 
ing any  disputed  points  of  ancestry — no  veiy  un- 
common subject  of  jealousy  and  altercation. 
J>athan>  a  pedling  Jew,  and  T.  R.  a  Welchman^ 
being  indicted  for  having  raised  a  disturbance, 
by  a  fierce  and  angry  dispute  about  the  antiquity 
of  their  families,  the  Jew  pretending  to  be  the 
son  of  Mesheck,  the  son  of  Naboth,  the  son  of 
Shalem,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter; 
and  Tafiy,  John  ap  Rice,  ap  Shenkin,  ap  Shones, 
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(ap  Endless  andEtenrity  in'  short;)  tbey.were 
both  sentitticed  to  be  totsed  in  a  blanket ^  in  cfr^ex 
to  prove  by  sensibli^  detnoTistmtion,  which  cotiid 
go  highest  J  and  as  the  Tatler  expresses  it,  "  to 
adjust  the  supetiarity  ^lq  they  could  agree  on  it 
between  themselves." 

The  observation  of  the  Spectator^  (No.  11^ 
that,  generally  speaking,  ;  **  there  is  infinitely 
more  to  do  about 'place  and  precedence  in  a 
meeting  of  Justices'  wives,  than  in  an  assembly 
of  Duchesses,"  must  be  received  wHh  some  al- 
lowances. DiicAes9e»can  have  no  disputes.  Their 
rank  is  known  Jiot  only  tx>  themselves,  and  to 
each  other,  but  to  every  body  with  whom  they 
are  likely  to  associate,  and  the  Nobility  may  re* 
joice  in  being,  for  the  most  part>  exempt  from 
the  confusions  and  perplexities  of  a  pfwmscuom 
Dramng-room^  ' 

*'  I  have  known  my  friend  Sir  Roger  de  Cover" 
fy's  dinner  almost  cold,"  adds  the  Spectator, 
*'  before  the  company  could  adjust  the  ceremo^ 
nials  of  precedence,  and  be  pxevedled  upon  to 
sit  down  to  table."  And  who  has  not  seen  the 
like,  where  it  has  been  left  entirely  to  the  masr 
ter  or  mistress  of  the  house  to  arrange  a  company 
of  untitled  guests  ?   Who  has  not  seen  the  formal 
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circle,  standing  like  a  parcel  of  statues^  tfh^n 
dinner  has  b^n  cuinoanced,  waiting  to  have  the 
question  of  precedenpe  fettled  without  theit 
concurrende,  thongh  prepared  in  their  hearts*  to 
resen^  the  slightest  midtake,  or  unexpected  pre^ 
ference?  How  often  hate  I  wished,  th^t  they 
could  be  prersuled  ujpoh  to  join  hands^,  and  twirl 
and  twist  diemselves  out  of  the  room  in  a  cirole 
haying  neither  head  nor  tail,  after  the  fashion  of 
a  round^roKnl  True  it  is,  that  after  all,  the 
dinner,  table  would  divide  them  again,  and  pre^ 
sent  firesh  objects  of  competition,  in  regard  tQ 
the  upper  and  lower  ends,  or  dignified  middle, 
<^  thje  festive  board ;  nearness  to,  or  distance 
firomy  the  master  or  mistress  of  the  house ;  for 
we  are  £Eir  past  the  days  of  Elisiabeth,  in  which 
our  ancestors  used  to  divide  their  tables  into 
upper  and  lower  messes  by  ^  huge  salt-cellar  in 
the  middle,  Maw  which  the  wine  was  never  al* 
lowed  to  circulate,  and  above  which  were  sure  to 
be  placed  all  the  daintiest  dishes.  In  1597,  HaH, 
depicting  the  humiliating  state  of  a  'Squire's 
Chaplain,  says  that  he  must  not  "  ever  presume 
to  sit  above  tlue  salt ;"  as  I  have  before  shewn. 

This  custom  however  extended  far  into  th^ 
XVIIth  century,  as  may  be  seen  in  Massinger's 
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Play  of  the  City  Madam,  1632.  I  apprehend  it 
was  connected  with  the  feudal  customs,  when 
the  Baron  and  principal  persons  of  his  heusehM 
sat  down  to  the  same  table.  In  Decker's  GulFs 
Hornbook,  1609,  we  read,  "  at  your  12  penny 
ordinary,  you  may  give  any  Justice  of  Peace,  or 
young  Knight,  if  he  sit  but  one  degree  towards 
the  equinoctial  of  the  salt-cellar,  leave  to  pay  for 
the  wine/' 

It  is  a  pity  that  people  will  not  devise  or  adopt 
some  means  of  satisfying  their  own  minds,  iade- 
pendently  of  other  circumstances,  for  this  ia  ail 
that  is  actually  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  tbe 
"whole  party.  Whether  Mrs.  A.  or  Mrs.  B.  hav- 
ing neither  of  them  any  red^book  distinctions,  go. 
first  or  sit  highest,  nobody  can  care,  but  Mrs. 
A.  or  Mrs.  B.  themselves,  and  therefore  they 
would  act  wisely  to  be  prepared  for  every  alter- 
native. One  of  the  Chapters  in  Charron^s  cele- 
brated Treatise  on  Wisdom,  begins,  "  tHhil  est 
aqualitate  itiequalius  ;*'  there  is  nothing  more  un^ 
equal  than  equality.  And  indeed,  it  must  be 
confessed,  there  is  commonly  no  greater  jealousy 
or  hatred,  than  that  which  takes  place  between 
persons  who  are  equal  the  one  to  the  other. 
Notwithstanding  what  I  have  said  about  Du- 
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chesses^  I  remember  one  who  was  so  affiible  to 
her  inferiors,  as  to  be  almost  degraded  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  by  the  company  she  kept ;  yet 
having. by  birth  and  inheritance,  some  preten- 
sions to  royalty,  if  she  happened  to  be  amongst 
other  Duchesses,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  told,  how 
high  she  carried  herself. 

In  the  *'  RigU  of  Precedence*'  attributed  to 
Swift,  we  have  an  expedient  proposed,  which, 
might  help  the  sticklers  for  precedence  in  case 
of  eqtiality,  admirably.  I  shall  give  it  in  the 
▼ery  wof  ds  of  the  author.  "  And  I  would  farther 
obscarv^,"  says  he,  "  for  the  use  of  those  who 
tove  place  without  a  titk  to  it,  either  by  law  or 
heraldry ;  as  some  have  a  strange  oiliness  of  spi- 
nt  which  carries  them  upwards,  and  mounts 
liiem  to  the  top  of  all  companies,  (company  be- 
ing often  like  bottled  liquors,  where  the  light 
aa!id  windy  parts  hurry  to  the  head,  and  fix  in 
froth.)  I  would  observe,  I  say,  that  there  is  a 
secret  way  of  taking  pldce  without  sensible  prece^ 
dence,  and  consequently  without  offence.  Tliis 
is  an  useful  secret,  and  I  will  publish  it  here^ 
from  my  own  practice,  for  the  benefit  of  my 
countrymen,  and  the  universal  improvement  of 
man  and  womankind* 

VOL.  11.  B  b 
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'^  It  is  tkis^-I  generally  fix  a  sort  of  first  .me*- 

lidian  ia  my  tlioughtsibefore  I  sit  down,  and  in^ 

stead  of  obseiTiDgprHrately^  as  the  way  is^. whom 

in.  con^any'  I  may  sk  abo¥e>  in  prait  of  bkth, 

ag9>.foriunei  or  station^  I  eonsider  only  the  si-» 

tnatiop  of  the  table  by  the  points  in  the  compfsis^ 

and  the  nearer  I  can  get. to  the  Eos^,  (whicht^  a 

point,  of  honor  ^  many  reasons,  porretfia  Ma^ 

jfssta$.iul  oHum  Solu)  I  'am  so  much  the  higher ; 

and  my  good  fortune  is^  to  sit  somietim^s,  or  fto 

the  most  pfi^  dne  £a5f,.  sometimes  N.  by.  S*^ 

sioldom  with  greater  variation ;  and  then  I  da 

myself  h^mor,  and  am  ble0sed,w^thtm)md&  I^PKB-. 

QBOBVOY,  anystical  to  others ;  and  the  joke  ifu 

that  by  this  means  I  takej^iace  (for  place  is  bii|t 

fancy)  of  many  that  sit  above  me ;  >and  whil^ 

most  people  in  company  look  upon  me  as  ^.n^'^ 

dest  nutn,  I  khow  myself  to  be  a  very  a^niimi^ 

ffiUaw^  and  do  oft^n  look  down  with  contemjp^ 

on  some  at  the  uj^r  end  of  the  table.    By  thif^ 

craft  I  at  once  gratify  my  humour,  (which  is 

pride,)  and  preserve  my  character,  and  am^at 

ipeat^  as  vnse  men  would  be  in  the  world, 

*  Extremi  Primornm,  extremis  asqae  priores.' 

And  to  this  purpose,  my  way  is*  to  carry  a  little 
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pecketiccimpasi  in  my  left^foK  aii^  ifk^tk^'t^d 
my  meadilres  impeilceptibty,  %iftoM  ^L^'watek,  in 
Ihet usual  way  of  c(>m]^arin|^tiii^  before  <£linef '; 
Of  if  I  chauoe  to  forgei  Aat/r<M)tisiai5t»%eirfltia- 
twn  of  the  Puriik  Church;  'ai4  'AM  Id  my  net^t'i 
faQii^Tegul&tor«'\  : 

/Thw  plan  of  5fi;^^i^,  (if  it  be  J*ally%ig)Wy 
b^  all  very  wen  fl$  'f^  ii^  it^ofs,  'bilt  1  c6iifeir^ 
I  thibk'  it  DAigbl  W  sdbter  ftelftled;  ^ai^  pedia^ 
i^itboBpmei^at  luorig  fasti^sifii<Sti<>ii,  dif  afleastt" 
astiUS6tiieQt/witii6tiSl  'th^'  aid  of  ^y  first  merididHi 
pocket  ctMhpim;  citParkh^Okurch  it  Ml.-  Fbr^  wJijP 
dloiddo^evi^ry  body  ^ftkfetBt^^o^i  seat  ^^^^ 
tebi€f>Aifl^  Jgtfif  a«^  0«ice;"tfB[d'Hhetebjr  ifife^a! 
iihdTdd;  ^t  th6  dompMy  *Ml^  )p$acU^  oP  lete  fij^- 
liity.attd  hoiiott  •  How  HelJghtfuily  pteasaiii^i^ 
iHittatte^,  oiUi^t  iibeV  to  Mts.  E.  knd  F.  if(!er  hu'v'-^ 
ifi^  bedU'li^  i^to  the  t06jtti;'^ftb  i>i'  six&  of  ihe 
p«r€f/4l«igli»|^  up6ti^^^Me'dJr^9^arm;  br5^^^^ 
d^  2^ft#;f  ^d^/A^f<3ff^watitro£maf^Wppdrt^f«i^^ 
riad  «ft^  h*iribg  seea^BlV^/A:  T^^  €. 

and :>Mi«i  O;^  tetett  ^b^ore  ' tAiiH,  to  bbserve'the 
latter;- dckl^tedabdy  ^ih^ftiii^  table/lik^  &^^^ 
l^V€i4^in  autumn^;  td  the  Nb^fA  ^nd  South  and' 

TFcsf,  vnthout  order  or  distinctioii.    How  plea- 
sant to  contemplate  them^  triumphing  in  their 
-      Bb2 
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fmqed  «uperiorit^»  all  the  while  that  ihey  dmy 
be  10>.20,  or  ^veo  30  points  from  the  aotual 
post  or  seat  of  honor.  But  the  great  beauty  of 
such  a  i^heme  is^  that  in  this  manner  every  body 
may  be  accommodated  exactly  according  to 
their  own  wishes  and  feelings^  for  what  Mrs.  E; 
or  Mrs,  F.  may  do  by  Mrs.  A.  and  B.  and  C. 
the  latter  may  quite  as  fairly  do  by  Mrs.  E. 
and  F.  and  thus  it  must  be  an  ill  wind  indeedf 
not  only  that  should  fail  to  blow  some  good  tor 
some  of  them,  but  that  could  blow  any  harm  Jl^ 
any  one  of  them.  All  would  be  sure  to  enjoys 
what  upon  such  occasions,  all  appear  mosi;  tO; 
covet  and  desire,  namely,  supereminence  .and  di^-. 
tjmction:  each  individual  WQuld  not  only  be  pre-, 
cisely  in  the  East,  but  would  have  the  felicity  of 
seeing  th,eir  competitors,  rivals,  friends,  and  ac- 
quaintattce  comparatively  below  them,  either  in  the. 
Cardinals  or  Collaterals  round  the  whole  com- 
pass, from  East  by  South  or  East  by  North,  East. 
South  East  or  East  North  East,  to  the  very  lowest, 
station  of  all,  due  West.  Some  tables  are  rounds 
like  9l  compass,  but  it  might  be  managed  .spite  of 
tiie. squareness,  ellipticity,  or  ovality  of  Others  5 
as  for  instance ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PRECEDENCE.  373 


'  Let  O,  P,  Q,  R,  represent  the  table,  and  let 
little  b  stand  for  the  last  lady  that  came  into  the 
dibitig  room ;  and  suppose  her  to  be  squeezed  iff 
somewhere  between  the  points  P  and  Q.  Then 
tet  Iter  seat  be  for  the  time  dv^  East.  Draw  a 
right  line  from  little  b  through  the  centre,  and 
where  it  touches  the  periphery  on  the  other  side, 
mark  W.  The  N  and  S  points  will  be  easily 
found  by  another  line  drawn  through  the  centr^> 
at  equal  distances  from  0  and  R,  and  of  course 
the  rest  of  the  company  will  occupy  seats  in  thei 
cardinal  or  collateral  points,  nearer  to  or  more 
remote  from  the  East,  as  it  may  happen,  but  all 
of  them  comparatively  lower.  In  this  manner 
the  Jirst  may  be  last  and  the  last  first  all  round 
the  table,  and  nobody  know  any  thing  about  it, 
except  as  far  as  every  one^s  private  feelings  are 
gratified,  by  an  assurance  that  they  themselves. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


374  PBBCBp>NCBp 

occupy  the  first  seat,  whatever  becomes  of  the 
others ;  and  if  Swift  be  rights  that  all  place  is 
but  fimcy  *,  fancy  will  be  reality  in  this  case^  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  individual  however  am- 
bitious— Q.  E.  D.  Is  not  this  a  problem  deserv- 
ing an  Hecatomb?  may  I  not  cry  out  tSfmnml*^! 
must  at  the  same  time  declare^  that  if  I  have  any 
rival  in  such  a  discovery,  it  seems  to  be  the 
G^and  SeipHsur;  tbijt  is,  .som,<^-  i^l)}c^siQr.of  .the 
preset '7Vr£iiA  Mnqfen^^  who;  ^pon.a  jeadpwy 
fuising^l^^weeii  the  MUifarsfMAihe  LffiPtfen^  m 
to  /nrecf (fence,  very  ,iM©sibIy uppointjjd,  that,tlie 
Iflfi  hfind  ^li^Q^ld  be-^t&e  pllttce;X)f  honor  fpr  the 
Jmner,  and  the  right  Xor  thfe  Uttgr.  By  which 
fj^e^ns^  Vrbef^veciaflberti^rdthey  caihe  in  the  way 
of  esM»h  Qth^,  each  pari^  Jilt  tH6t  it  had  the  pte-^ 

^  Aft^  ^h i^t  me jiot  bemi^taken.  I  hav/e.pro^ 
posecl  tb^  j^bave  jichabe  lbr,tbisj^ocon|mQd<Mtum 
of  mtitkd  le^;  aU^  xti»  t0  :4dd  Adni  ithat 

*  Tbat  all  pUoe  and  pre-eminence  ii  bnt  fancj,  maj  be  collected, 
an  oertain  Rerieweri  hare  obsenred,  ham.  the  expressioos  bj  wbieh 
tbe^fetbodlstsdetlpiate.theirieoti*  Tkykreltst«veMlB«iT^]r, 
tbedMr|iMp(B,tbr«M»tbe|M(|iJb<t^O^.  «  Tfaechfl^n.ofJ^ 
rael/'  aaj  the  RcTiewers,  **  were  not  more  separated,  throng^  the 
special  fiiTOar  of  God,  from  the  Egyptians,  than  the  Methodists  are, 
M  iknr  man  eMtimation,  from  the  rest  of  mankind." 
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I  limye  \n  vkw  only  (Aoie  untM^d^ladijBi,  lyiio 
mv^  be.veally  in  4$aiger  of  isnflS^cattQn  fspm  tb« 
paags  «ad  wodungs  of  mortifii^d  pride,  :I ,  koc^ 
t^t .th<f cetiift  a.  Taftt  ^nauojority  ^wditkd  ladies  in 
tiUb  Jkingdom^  (foite  independents /o£  it^  expe^ 
/dt«nt0.  H9UD  gt^at  a  miy ority  Jl  need  not  atopvio 
vcalcnlaie^  ^wbemljiate,  that  it  includes  all: the 
wtll-ired,  audi  all  .the  ^otd-Jimmwred. 

There  is  a  luahion  piev^iknt  at  this  moment, 
iiHnch  I  think  •  will  one  tisie:  qt<  other:  be  altered. 
I  mean,  lliai  o£  the  ladies  of  highest  i>attk  sitting 
Wixty\o\kt^  master  oftke^homMezt  the  bMwn  ci  a 
bmg'  table.  Hiis  naturally  sends  the  young  la^ 
dies,  or  ladies  of  no  rank,  towards  the^,  and 
occasioiis  admixture  of  the  company  betWjeen  the 
extremes,  oftentimes  veiy  unsuitable  or  awk- 
ward. 

;  Having  likea  Geometrician,  talked  a  goMdaal 
abettit  A'a  and  iB's*  and  O's  egad  D'a,.in  tfaejsetting 
f(»rth,  and -demonstration  of  .the  abofs  psobbm, 
I  am  led  to  observe,  that  alpiabetkal  rank,  if 
really  w^U  man^ed^  (not  otherwise)  is  a  ^veiy 
eommodioiis  resource  in  cases  of  mcttxky^  ap- 
proaching as  nearly  as  can  be  to  ae^iden^,  and 
thereby  excluding,  all  suspicion  of  premeditated 
preference.    On  such  a  scale  for  instance,  how 
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could  Mrs.  p.  possibly  be  offended  at  being  made 
to  give  place  to  Mrs.  Bouncing  6 ;  nay  even 
Mrs.  C.  herself  could  Lave  no  ground  of  com- 
plaint. To  be  sure,  (and  this  would  be  the  hard- 
est case  of  all)  Mrs.  IzzardmxxBt  be  prepared  for 
ever. to  go  last,  unless  she  should  be  fortunate 
enough  together  husband  knighted,  which  would 
at  once  place  her  even  above  the  untitled  wife  of 
Great  A  himself! — What  a  triumph ! 

Alphabetical  armngeinents  however,  after  all, 
are  liable  to  some  objections.  They  have  lately 
I  see  been  oddly  enough  adopted  in  announoii^ 
(the  most  public  perhaps  of  all  sublunary  evetitts,) 
the  arrivals  at  Bath !  Were  the  scheme  gene* 
rally  applied,  it  would  be  less  objectionable,  but 
as  it  is  at  present  managed,  it  is  entirely  confined 
to  plain  Mr.  and  Mrs's.  Misses,  &c.  Every  titled 
person,  of  what  rank  soever,  from  a  Duke  to  a 
Captain  in  the  Army,  having  a  preference,  and 
being  anramged  distinctly  as  follows : — 

Arrivals.— The  Duke  of  W.  Countess  of  X. 
Archbishop  of  Y.  Viscount  B.  Lord  Bishop  of  L. 
Sir  Timothy  Trollop,  Larfy  Fanciful,  Honorable 
Mr.  Thingyemibob,  Mr.  Looksharp,  M.P.  Gene- 
ral  O.  Judge  M.  Admiral  K.  &c.  &c. 
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And  then  follow  in  alphabetical  columns. 

MrJfMn.  Mr.               Miss              Mrs, 

Appkpie,  FaughtforX  Long'c^oH,  Ranto't, 

Bitit,  QoHt,  Moum'dfort,  Sigh'dfort; 

Ct/tiV,  Uadit,  lifoddedatity  Tookit, 

DtmfeAV,  Keptit,  Open'dit,  Yiew'dit, 

Eatii,  &c.  Veep' dinto't,  Wordt! 

&c.  Quarter'cUt,         &c.  8cc. 

Now  in  such  an  arrangement  there  may  be 
evidently  much  positive  injustice;  for  many 
plain  Mr.  and  Mrs.'s  may  in  reality  be  very  great 
p^^ple,  and  much  above  those  who  are  placed 
before  them;  for  it  should  be  observed,  that 
every  sort  of  title  appertaining  to  the  husband 
is  made  to  elevate  his  lady ;  so  that  while  Mr.  C. 
having  £30,000  a  year  for  his  fortune,  and  mar- 
ried perhaps  to  a  Baronet's  daughter,  is  reduced 
to  merely  alphabetical  rank,  as  a  plain  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  they  may  see  above  them.  Captain  and 
Mrs.  E.  Major  and  Mrs.  F.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  G. 
fieneral  and  Mrs.  H.  Serjeant  and  Mrs.  3.  and  so 
on ;  which  is  enough  surely  to  mortify,  if  not 
offend,  all  such  alphabetical  Mistresses,  not  to 
say  a  word  of  their  unfortunate  husbands,  who 
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shall  hare  obtamod^io  titles^  and  may*  fherefore 
stand  dreadfully  responsible  for  all  tha  degcadU 
ing  consequences.  I  should  advise  the  Editon 
pf  the  Bath  Papers^  to  consider  thi*  matter  a  little 
more  maturely*  .     . 

As  an  illustration  of  Swift's  maxim,  ttiftt 
'^  Place  is  hit  ffmcy^  \  shall  insert  a  story  Itetve 
heard  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Bentley,  and  for 
which  I  confess  I  am^  disposed  to  give  him  much 
credit.  At  the  dinners  he  was  wont  to  gire  at 
Cambridge,  while  Master  of  Trinity  OoUege, -a 
gentleman  whom  he  was  often  obliged  in  courttay 
to  inyite,:but  who  was  fiur  from  being  ai&TjdQiite 
with  the  learned  Doctor,  without  regard  to  the 
rapk  or  consequenpe  of  the  o^ier  guests^  invar 
riably  puriml  himself  up  to  the  f<p^of  th^  tajble; 
to  the  right  Of  left,  that  is,  of  the  Doctor  himsdt 
The  latter  wearied  and  provoked  at  last,  b^  Uie 
gentleman's  arrogance,  and  preniumpiiony  one  day, 
when  he  saw  that  he  had  taken  bis  usual  ^mli» 
above  the  rest  of  the  .compj«iy,,  v^  gravely 
walked  to  Uie  top  of  the  table,  and  taking  up  his 
own  chair,  carried  it  to  the  boji^m«  thereby  ^ 
entirely  reversing  matter8,:that  he  who  had  strove 
so  earnestly  to  h^  fint,  became  literally  laat^ 
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Tlus  I  i^jwlk  .ym» .  an  > i^3u^elWm^ . wa|f  of  tipEAdamg 
tib^  ,ofieil4^  >a,  littld  dhristim  vbumitlily,  jaiid  ne^ 
Wf^ding  him  of  tl^ie  p^ral)te  iti.thfrJJI.Vth  Chap* 
^,of  St.  Lu^e'^  Gc^i^peV  t«i»fi«  ,7i>8,  J9,  &c* 
which  alUuch,  ^tjick^ers  fpi:  pr^^^i^en^e^and^loTfirs 
Q£*\ch%^,$^H!\ firould; flo  w«U .to pwise. 

11iiB  cl^Efsic^  ,tQa4^  jgc^iety  am^^e^himsQlf  if  he 
ple^sjs,  by  ^om^  curiou|i;(m»M3.iti  point,  (that  is, 
ai^,to  the:$LJnraiig<^rQ0Xit  of  dmi^.01:  s^q^perpavtiesi) 
by,  rj^ffemog  tp^P/u/ancA^iClaiiyiirialfQttestiQns^ 
particulaiJy  th«  second  qu^stionin  Jthe,first  book. 
ijRrish  it  were HottoOlongitobeiinsected  in  this 
plaoi^i  ^  there  are  som^  jeecy  good  semarlg^aiid 
arguments  in  .it ; — luid  in  another  part  x)f  ihis 
works,  he  onentions  a  curious  circumstance^'to 
ahew  how  jnuch  atikention  the  iRotnans  paid  to 
matters  of  etiquette,  c^reinony^  and  (what  we 
ate  particularly  writing  about,)  Precbdbnce^ 
He  intimates  that  when  any  persons  ifnvited  to 
their  table^  those  to  whom  a  triumph  had  been 
decreed,  they  publicly,  and  by  special  mes- 
sengers, made  it  their  request  to  the  Consuk, 
that  the  latter  should  not  attend  or  be  preseM 
at  the  supper ;  wishing  to  be  at  liberty  to  ap- 
propriate the  highest  place  or  seat  of  homr  to 
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their  dignified  guests  ;  which  it  seems  could  not 
be  done  in  the  presence  of  the  Consuls.    What 
modern  Master  of  the    Ceremonies,    or   Lord 
Chamberlain,  could  be  more  particular  ?    What 
courtly  ceremonies  have  we  that  exceed  this 
measure  of  |>rfcau/ton?    It  might  I  think  be  an 
amusing  novelty  to  introduce  into  our  present 
system  of  invitations  and  engagements.     Let  us 
fancy  some  of  our  beau  monde  proceeding  upon 
this  Roman  plan,  and  sending  out  concomitant 
cards,  positive  and  negative.    "  Pray  come,  for 
we  wish  to  make  much  of  you." — ''  Pray  don't 
come,  for  we  wish  to  make  much  of  those,  whom 
it  would  be  impossible  to  make  much  of,  if  you, 
who  are  so  much  more,  should  make  your  appear- 
ance."— I   rather  wonder  this  has  never  been 
adopted.    How  amusing  to  have  two  cards  given 
to  the  same  servant  to  deliver.    *'  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  hope  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  to  a  select  party  of  friends  on  Monday 
the  23d." — "  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  particularly  re- 
quest the  favor  of  Lord  and  Lady  F.  not  to  come 
to  their  party  on  Monday  the  23d,  it  being  a 
very  select  party  ot  plebeians,   intended  to  do 
honor  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  with  which  the  nobk 
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presence  and  company   of   Lord  and  Lady  F. 
would  necessarily  interfere." — Though  this  is' 
never  done,  I  would  not  answer  for  its  never  being' 
thought  of,  in  the  appointments  that  take  place| 
both  in  town  and  country.     I  can  easily  fancy 
that  it  comes  in,  as  a  regular  Thinks-I-to-myself, 
yfhexL  those  important  concerns   called  dinner- 
parties,  are  upon  the  tapis,  (as  the  French  would 
say)  that  is  in   the  course  of  arrangement.     It 
may  be  taken  both  ways  of  course ;   as  when 
Lord  and  Lady  F.  for  instance,  are  invited  posi- 
tively,  a  request  may  be  made  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
B.  in  the  form  of  a  negative  message,  to  keep  at 
a  distance,  for  fear  of  offending  the  Nobility  of 
the  former.    I  would  advise  the  engravers  and 
venders  of  our  invitation  cards,  to  consider  how 
easy  a  method  this  would  be  of  doubling  their 
employment  and  their  gains  at  once.    The  form 
might  be  something  in  this  way,  with  the  usual 
gaps  for  "  his,"  "  her,  "  their,''  &c.  "  him/'  "  her, 
"  them,"  to  be  supplied  as  occasion  may  require, 
not  forgetting  the  little  s,  s,  at  the  end  of  the 
verbs,  in  case  the  inviter  or  prohibitor  be  a  single 
person,  and  which  sometimes  are  over-looked,  to 
the  great  confusion  ,of  the  Grammar. 
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present 

compli- 

ments^ 

and  request  the  favor  of 

not  to  come  to  see 

between  the  hours  of 

on 

the            instant. 
An  answer  is  desired. 

I  have  added^  '*  an  answer  is  desired/'  as  of 
c^ourse  it  must  be  expedient  to  present  any  un- 
pleasant rencontres,  and  though  amdenialvkking 
after  a  particular  time  of  day,  is  now  so  genieraUy 
*  exploded,  there  is  no  answering  for  the  force  of 
curiositjf,  or  the  de»re  some  people  feel,  tio  dis-^ 
turb  the  harmony  of  parties,  subjected  to  be 
formed  on  principles  too  sekct  and  exclume*  I 
am  not  sure  indeed,  that  this  plan  has  not  ab- 
solutely, been  ajdopted,  for,  in  Nichols*  LUenfry 
Histery,  in  the  Life  of  Daniel  Wray,  Esq*  the 
latter  agreeable  writer  speaks  id  one  of  hisXet^ 
ters,  of  having  ably  managed  to  render  a  dinner 
party  ^malLand  select,  by  sending  one  genttemiem 
out  of  the  way,  tempting  two  others  o«t  of  towA 
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by  rumours  of  the  small  pox,  and  inyenting  a 
most  urbane  way  of  uninviting  Lord  A. 

We  know  one  instance,  in  which  it  is  the  eti- 
quette previously,  to  send  a  list  of  the  intended 
qompany,  to  be  approved  (or  otherwise)  by  the 
high  personage  expected  to  be  present,  at  certain 
feasts,  public  or  private  assemblies,  &c.  8cc.    If 
such  a  pofper  were  given  to  private  individuals^ 
oi  settling  who  they  might  choose  to  meet,  what 
confusion  might  ensue,  before  a  dinner  party 
or  assembly  could  possibly  be  arranged !    For 
(i)ai  in  "the.  metropolis  indeed,  whese  all  things 
are;  upoa  a*  different  footing,  bat)  within  the 
hmM9  of  that  mystical,   nay.ofteniimes  as  it 
itould  seem,  beuntched  cinde,  sl  couMry  migh^ 
bowtbood,  there  are  always  persons  dtsposed  to 
consider,  not  merely  who  but  what  they  are  in- 
vited to  meet ;  not  whether  they  ate  friends  or 
relations,  umiaNes  or  ogreeai/ea,.  but  whether  they 
are  great  9,ndnobh  i  and  wlio  have  an  odd  knack 
of  regarding  their  equak  as  their  inferiors,  and 
their >  si^rtori  as  their  equals.    Invite  them  to- 
meet  Lords  and  Ladies,  it  is  very  well ;  they  are 
in  theit  proper  place,  though  nominally  of  no  such 
rank.    Invite  them  to  meet  no  Lords  and  Ladies, 
Knights  or  Baronets,  they  are  degraded  by  being 
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thrust  into  a  second  class,  *'  no  better  than  ikem" 
selves  *  r 

In  Mercier's  Tableau  de  Paris,  there  is  a  good 
Chapter  on  the  expression,  "  bonne  CompagnieJ"* 
"  La  bonne  Compagnie,'*  says  he,  *'  pent  avoir 
plus  d'un  local :  Topulence  ne  la  suppose  pas  ; 
la  mediocrity  ne  Texclut  point.  Elle  est  parmi 
ceux  qui  ont  le  moins  de  pretention  a  ce  titre,  si 
souvent  cit6,  si  pen  d^fini.  Chaque  Soci^te 
aujourd'hui  y  pretend  exclusivement.  De  Ik  des 
scenes  fort  platsantes  :  le  president  soutient  que 
le  conseiller  n'a  pas  le  ton  de  la  bonne  com- 
pagnie  :  le  maitre  des  requites  fait  le  m^me  re* 
proche  au  financier;  le  negotiant  troure  Taro- 
cat  emp6se,  et  celui-ci  ne  veut  pas  voir  le  notairer 
II  n'y  a  pas,  jusqu'au  procureur,  qui  ne  fasse  la 
satire  de  son  voisin  I'huissier  priseur." 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  Precedence. 
The  superstitious  have  gone  so  far  as  to  suppose, 
that  Orders  of  Precedence  have  subsisted  even  in 
Heaven  ;  and  would  persuade  us,  that  they  know 
the  ranks  and  distinctions  of  Artels,  as  perfectly 
as  they  know  our  own  degrees  of  Nobility.     As 

*  *'  La  manie  et^rnelle  de  tont  gentilhomme  en  France  est  de  se 
croire  superkur  a  ses  tgaux^  et  egal  a  ses  superieurs.'*—M<ihly  Obser- 
vations snr  rHistoire  de  France,  Tome  III.  B35. 
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t«?e  have  Princes,  and  Dukes,  and  Marquessesr, 
and  Earls,  and  Viscounts,  and  Barons ;  in  Hed- 
isen,  they  assure  us,  there  are  the  nine  Orders 
6f  Seraphim  and  Cherubim,  Thrones,  Dominations, 
Virives,  Powers,  Principalities,  Archangels,  and 
Angels.  This  arrangement,  of  what  has  been 
called  the  Angelic  Hierarchy,  we  owe  in  the  first 
instance,  as  some  say,  to  Dionymis  the  Areo- 
pagite,  the  Disciple  of  St.  Paul,  aad  the  first 
Bishop  of  Athens.  But  it  is  only  an  absurd 
tradition.  Cascmbon,  with  all  the  severity  of 
old  fkshioned  criticism,  calls  them  all  a  parcel 
of  o^se^  who  believe  any  such  thing.  There 
was  a  P«6wdb  -  Dionysius  Areopagite  in  the 
fourth  century,  or  later,  to  whom  it  is  much 
more  justly  to  be  ascribed.  But  let  us  owe 
it  to  ihe  first,  the  fourth,  the  Jifih,  or  the  sixth 
century,  the  wonder  is  that  it  should  have  con- 
tinued to  form  an  important  part  of  the  popular 
creed,  not  only  so  low  as  Shakespeare's  time,  but 
for  nearly  a  century  afterwards ;  as  may  be  seen 
in  Heywood's  "  Hierarchic  of  the  blessed  Angells, 
iheiv  names^  orders,  and  offices,''  printed  and  pub-> 
iished  in  the  year  1635.  Calvin,  (a  name  dear  to 
many  in  these  days,  who  call  themselves  after 
him,  without  thoroughly  knowing,  understand- 

VOL.  II.  c  c 
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iag,  or  following  hi^^ J  speaking  of  the  oonbeit 
of  Dianysius,  wisdy  enough  calls  it,  "  mem 
gartulitas"  mere  nons^nsic9.1  talk.  One  yrould 
think,  says  he,  (from  the  confidences  with  which 
he  speaks,)  that  he  had  coine  down  from  I^Learen; 
to  amuse  us  with  an  account  of  what  he  hadseeli 
there,  though  St.  P^ul  bad  already  told  tis,  that 
wh^t  he  saw,  when  rapt  into  the  third  Heaven^ 
was  unutterable 9  or  as  I  coneeire  him  to  have 
meant,  indescribable  Bud  inexplieiAle.  XHomfsimp  I 
am  persuaded,  saw  no  more  than  toe  see,  thoiagfa 
he  has  been  so  exceedingly  particular  in  *^  the 
heraldry  of  Ahgels,''  (to  use  a  pulpit  expression 
of  the  learned  Bishop  Horsley,)  -as  to  **  tell  us? 
(to  dte  the  same  emjinent  prelate)  ^*  exactly 
how  many  orifers  there  are,  and  how  many  Angeb 
in  each  order;  that  the  different  orders  have 
their  different  departments  in  government  ast 
signed  to  them;  some,  constantly  attending  in 
the  presence  of  Qod,  form  his  Cabinet  Cmndlj 
otiiers  are  his  Provincial  Governors ;  every  king^ 
dom,  in  the  world,  having  its  appointed  guar* 
dian  Angel,  while  others  have  iJie  charge  and 
custody  of  individuals. — As,  for  instance,  in  the 
Dionymin  Hierarchy,  to  Adam  is  assigned  Ra* 
zael;  to  Abraham^  Zakiel ;  to  Isaiah,  Bx^haei; 
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toJitcob,  Peliei:  to  Moses,  itfe/roftm;  &,c.  See:** 
— ^How  very  like,  (1  almost  tremble  to  nny,}  M 
the  beginning  of  the  Diahle  Boiteux  t-^Biehop 
Horsley,  I  admire  greatly  for  fais  learnings  and 
regard  him  as  a  Polemic  of  the  lajrgestca/tfrre, 
but  I  ihink  he  suffered  himself  sometimes  to  be 
betrayed  into  language  below  the  digraty  ^f  a 
Church  pulpit.  As^he<  did  not  disdain  however 
to  discourse  of  the  **  heraldry  of  Angeh/*  '*  An- 
gelic Prime  Ministers,'^  and  ^*  Cabinet  Councik,^^ 
I  trust  it  wiU  be  a  fair  excuse  for  my  having 
cited  him  in  a  work  like  the  present*  In  expos- 
ing the*  Hierarchy  of  Dionysius,  I  am  far  front 
intending  to  invalidate  the  truly  scriptural  doc- 
trine of  heavenly  superintendance,  or  the  Minis- 
try cf  Angels,  "of  which  the  learned  Bishop  is 
so  able  an  ieidvocate ;  and  which  two  of  our  own 
greatest  Poets  have,,  in  the  very  language  of  in- 
spiration, so  beautifully  described.  See  Spen^ 
ser'g  Faerie  Queen,  Bbok  ii.  Canto  8.  Patadise 
Lost,  Book  iv.  L  677.  • 

The  learned  Bishop  observes,  that  this  He- 
raldry and  Hierarchy  of  Angels,  is  nothing  better 
than  the  Pagan  Polytheism,  somewhat  disguised 
and  qualified,  every  nation  in  the  Pagan  system 
having  its  tutelar  deity,  subordinate  to  Jupiter, 
c  c  2 
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the  sire  of  Gods  and  men.  Upon  which  I  can- 
not help  observing,  that  the  Fairy  Mythology  of 
the  Goths  and  Scandinavians,  seems  to  be  ana- 
logous to  both  systems ;  the  bright  and  stDart 
Elves,  benignant  and  malignant  Fairies,  being  the 
constant  attendants  of  mankind,  in  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  lives,  their  domestic  employ- 
ments very  particularly ;  of  which  an  excellent 
account  is  to  be  seen  in  Dr.  Drake's  History  of 
Shakespeare  and  His  Times,  1817. — Of  Fairy 
Titles  we  subjoin  the  following  specimen  from 
Scot's  amiable  and  sensible  work,  the  Di^co- 
verie  of  Witchcraft,  BulUbeggars,  Spirits,  Urchins, 
ElveSy  Hags,  Fairies,  Satyrs,  Pans,  Faunes,  Sykns, 
Kit  with  the  Cansticke,  Dwarfes,  Imps,  Nymphes, 
Changlings,  Incubus,  Robin  Goodfelhwes,  the 
Spoone,  the  Mace,  the  Man  in  the  Oke,  the  HeUr 
waine,  the  Fier-drake,  the  puckle  Tom  Thombe, 
Mobgoblin,  Tom  Tumbler,  and  Boneless,  Shake- 
speare's Jiends  seem  much  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion ;  as  Hopdance,  Flibbertigibbet,  Hobbididame, 
Puck,  Ouph,  &c. — Among  Jiends,  who  would  not 
reckon  those  horrible  plagues  and  torments,  the 
blue-devils?  in yjiiry  or jfewd  language,  however, 
they  seem  to  have  other  names,  and  one  so  odd- 
sounding,  as  to  be  almost  capable  of  turning 
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them  into  green  or  yellow  devils^  or  any  merrier 
colour,  for  in  the  language  alluded  to,  they  are 
not  only  called  mulligrubs  but  mubblefubbles  !  who 
would  ever  think  that  such  a  complaint  as  the 
mubblefubbles,  could  imply  extraordinary  sadness 
or  depression  of  spirits  ?  It  might  be  expected  to 
more  to  laughter  even  Heraclitus  himself.  One 
author  calls  them  mumble-fubbles. 

*  And  when  yonr  brajne  feels  any  pajne. 
With  cares  of  state  and  troubles, 
Well  oome  in  kindnesse,  to  pat  your  highnesse 
Oat  of  yoar  miiiii6/e-;/if(6/^.' 

Misc.  Ant,  AngL  cited  by  the  Glossarist. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  Pagan  Mytho- 
logy, (or  Pagan  Heraldry  if  you  please,)  at  the 
outset  of  my  work ;  the  Bishop  proceeds  to  shew 
that  the  Jewish  Rabbins,  who  lived  after  the  dis- 
persion, were  the  people  who  transferred  the  ho- 
nors of  the  tutelar  Deities  to  the  different  orders 
of  tutelar  Artels;!  shall  give  a  sketch  in  conse- 
quence of  this  hint,  of  the  Jewish  Orders  of  Pre- 
cedence ;  not  alnyoe,  (that  is  in  the  heavens^  but 
behw  here,  upon  earth;  the  ancientest  express 
distinctions  of  order,  rank,  and  precedence,  are 
I  believe  to  be  found  in  their  Mishnah,  where  it 
is  regularly  settled  that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


390  PRECEDENCE. 

A  Master  of  the  Law  is  before  the  Kif^ ; 

The  King  before  the  High  Pri^t; 

The  High  Priest  before  the  Priest  anointed  for 
the  War ; 

The  PritU  anointed  fw  ike  War  before  a  Chief 
of  any  of  the  Priests^  Courses ; 

A  Chief  of  the  PriesU^  Courses  before  the  Head 
of  a  Family ; 

The  Head  of  a  Family  before  a  Commander  of 
the  Revenue : 

A  Commander  of  the  Remnue  before  the  Trea- 
surer ; 

A  Treasurer  before  an  ordinary  Priest ; 

A  Priest  before  a  Levite ; 

A  Levite  before  an  Israelite ; 

An  Jsraelite  before  a  Manzer ; 

A  Manzer  before  a  Nethin ; 

A  Nethin  before  a  Proselyte: 

A  Proselyte  before  a  manumitt^  Bomhntan^ 

This  order  was  principally  arranged  for. the 
schoob  or  public  lectu^^y  but  tiie  regularity  of 
it  may  ^enre  to  shew,  how  umvc^al  the  feeling 
is^  and  has  been,  whii^  dil^ota  the  m^nd  to«uch 
arrangements;  and  how  it  has, peryadedali de- 
scriptions of  beings,  from  the  jAtig^:(^(Heav0nk 
(according  to  their  King*^  Ajm#«  ^^.Pseudo- 
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Diam^us  t)(  the  fomrth  or  fifth  century,)  to  the 
Tailors  of  our  own  days !  For  in  regard  to  the 
l^itter,  the  new&papers  of  the  summer  only  just 
past  supply  us  with  the  following  strong  evi- 
dence of  their  sentiments  upon  this  head,  as  ex- 
pressed by  themselves  in  the  following  remon- 
strance. If  it  should  not  be  true,  it  is  not  the 
less  to  my  purpose ;  since  it  is  the  object  of  this 
book  to  assist  Tailors,  as  well  as  all  other  mem- 
bers of  society,  to  ascertain  their  real  and  pro- 
per nmk,  and  if  any  attempts  were  made  at  Pres- 
ton, to  put  those  above  them,  who  ought  not  to 
b^  so  placed,  they  had  a  right  to  remonstrate,  if 
not  in  the  very  terms,  yet  certainly  in  the  very 
spirit  of  the  address  ascribed  to  them.  I  shall 
give  the  account  exactly  as  it  appeared  in  the 
newspapers. 

Dignity  of  Tailobs. — The  Tailors  of  Pres- 
ton have  put  forth  the  following  notice : — To  the 
Publici-*-The  Tailors'  frateimity  of  Journeymen 
respectfully  present  the  following  notice  to  the 
public  ^— that  in  consequence  of  the  situation 
which  they  are  to  be  placed  in  at  the  ensuing 
ChiUd — a  situation  which  they  consider  derogative 
from  the  dignity  of  their  sacredly  instituted  profes- 
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sim,  they  do  not  intend  to  favor  the  procesBion 
with  their  attendance^  except  they  are  permitted 
to  take  that  situation  which  the  high  antiquity 
of  their  trade  demands — a  trade  Jint  taught  by  m^ 
stinct,  and  matured  in  the  earliest  ^es.  They  ace 
prepared  to  prcve  their  inalienable  right  to  thefirU 
situation,  from  unquestionable  authority ;. nor  did 
they  entertain  the  most  distant  idea,  the  high  an^ 
tiquity  of  their  honorable  profession  would  have  been 
diq>uted.  The  only  privilege  they  wish — the  only 
right  they  require,  is  to  be  allowed  to  move  m 
that  situation  which  has  always  been  assigned  to  them 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  present  time, 
(the  last  Guild  excepted,)  and  they  are  resolved 
never  to  be  disgraced  by  tamely  accepting  of  atnf 
other" — Manchester  Guardian. — Now  this  is  ad- 
mirable, if  they  don't  overdo  the  matter — for  in 
going  back  to  trades  and  professions  of  clotJmg, 
"  taught  by  instinct, ^^  or  "  sacredly  instituted,"  do 
they  not  run  a  risk  of  bringing  into  rivalry^  the 
Gardeners  and  Leather  Breeches-makers?  Wer^ 
not  the  leaves  of  trees,  and  skins  of  animals,  the 
first  articles  of  clothing  taught  by  instinct,  or  sa-^ 
credly  instituted  ?  I  merely  ask  the  questioq  as 
a  caution  against  the  return  of  the  next  Guildi 
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and  when  we  may  expect  similar  remonstrances 
to  appear^  if  the  case  be  not  previously  decided 
in  favor  of  the  Tailors. 

Their  going  back  to  the  Creation  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  answer  I  once  heard  given  by  a  ser- 
vant to  a  lady  of  high  rank ;  what  they  call  a 
batch  of  new  Peers  having  just  been  made>  the 
lady  was  not  sure  whether  she  was  in  the  habit 
of  visiting  (that  is  exchanging  cards)  with  one 
of  the  new  Peeresses ;  and  she  referred  to  the 
footman  in  waiting,  who  was  accustomed  to  de- 
liver &uch  cards.  "  Do  I  visit  Lady  H.  ?"  was 
the  question;  to  Mtjiich,  the  servant  properly 
e^kough  replied,  "  y5ur  G — ce  has  not  visited  her 
since  the  Creation.^* 

In  Madame  Campan^s  Memoirs  of  Marie  Anr 
toinette,  lately  published,  there  is  a  still  more  ex- 
traordinary instance  to  be  found  of  disputed 
precedence  and  etiquette.  It  was  the  custom  at 
Paris,  it  seems,  under  the  old  Regime,  when  the 
public  were  admitted  gratis  to  the 'theatres,  by 
order  of  the  Court,  to  assign,  the  Charcoal  Ven- 
ders of  the  city,  the  King's  state  box,  and  the 
Queen's  box  to  the  Poissardes,  or  Fish-women  at- 
tending the  markets ;  and  on  one  occasion,  says 
JAadame  Campan,  their  right  to  occupy  those 
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seats  was  demanded  as  a  fixed  point  of  etiquette^ 
with  as  much  pertinacity  as  could  be  observed 
by  nobles,  or  even  Sovereign  Comrts.  **  S«ch 
grave  questions  of  precedence/'  observes  the 
Editor,  ^^  well  deserve  to  be  particularized  in  me- 
moirs of  the  times.  Since  the  Revoilution,  neither 
the  Charcoal  Venders,  nor  the  Poissardes  \Btre  dis- 
tinguished in  the  gr€Ui8  Performances  :  all  Ranh 
are  confounded  together.  It  appears  to  us  only 
just  that  every  one  should  know  his  rights,  and 
keep  his  place !" 

In  the  XVth,  XVIth,  and  XVIIA  centuries, 
the  different  ranks  in  society  were  distingtiished 
by  the  several  birds  of  prey  appropriated  to  their 
sports,  as  follows ; 

An  JBog/e,  a  Bawter  (Vulture),  a  Melaum ;  these 
belong  unto  an  Emperor. 

A  Gerfalcon :  a  Tenxll  of  Gerfalcon  are  due  to 
a  King. 

'  There  is  a  Falcon  gentle  and  a  Tercell  gentle; 
and  these  be  for  a  Prince. 

There  is  a  Falcon  of  the  Rock  ;  and  that  is  for 
a  Duke. 

There  is  a  Falcon  Peregrine  ;  and  that  is  for  an 
Earl. 

Also  there  is  a  Bastard:  and  that  Hawk  is  for 
a  Baron. 
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There  is  &  Sacre  and  a  Sacret;  and  these  ben 
for  a  Kn^ht. 

There  is  a  Ltmare  and  a  Laurdl;  and  these 
belong  to  a  iS^ttire. 

Th^re  is  a  Merlyon;  and  that  Hawk  is  for  a 

.  Th#re  is  an  £fo2;y;  and  that  is  for  a  yau^ 
Man. 

There  is  a  Goshawk:  and  that  Hawk  is  for  a 
Yeoman. 

There  is  a  Tercell ;  and  that  is  for  a  poor  Man. 

There  is  a  Spave-hawk ;  she  is  an  Hawk  for  a 
PrksU 

There  is  a  Muskyte ;  and  he  is  for  an  holy-water 
Clerk. 

To  this  list  the  Jewel  for  Centre  adds, 

A  Kesterel  for  a  Knave  or  Servant. 

Brute  animals  themselves  have  been  supposed 
to  be  not  insensible  to  the  distinctions  of  rank 
and  prec^ence*  In  that  very  entertaining  work, 
the  "Diary,  of  an  Invalid,"  we  read  of  the  Cows 
in  Switzerland  having  bells  of  differei^t  sjizes  sus- 
pended to  their  necks,  in  proportion  to  their  merit ; 
'^  and  it  is  said,"  (observes  the  author,)  "  Aat 
these  anjunals  are  so  susceptible  of  feelings  simi- 
IfO*  tQ  our  own^  that  if  the  leading  cow  fall  into 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


396  PRECEDENCE. 

disgrace^  and  be  deprived  of  her  honors,  she 
exhibits  all  the  mortification  of  wounded  pride, 
and  angry  jealousy  at  the  promotion  of  her  rival. 
And  the  question  of  precedence  excites  as  much 
bitterness  in  the  pastures  of  the  Alps,  as  it  can 
do  in  the  drawing  room  of  the  Thuilleries  or  St. 
James's." — According  to  Horace  indeed,  there  is 
a  sort  of  transmissible  Nobility  amongst  them ; 

Est  in  JuvenciSf  est  in  equis  pairmn 
Virius :  nee  imbellem  feroces 
Progen6rant  Aqailae  Colnmbam. 

A  circumstance  particularly  dwelt  upon  by 
Plutarch  in  his  treatise  vvsp  Buyenias,  to  prove 
that  Nobility,  and  good  parentage,  have  always 
been  accounted  the  root  of  great  qualities. 

I  fancy  our  sportsmen  understand  this  Nobility 
very  well.  I  remember  two  greyhounds  sent  from 
Newmarket  to  a  relation  of  mine,  with  a  regular 
pedigree  of  a  yard  long  from  King  Dumpling; 
and  I  am  almost  confident  that  I  knew  a  dog 
once  that  died  of  pride ;  it  happened  to  be  one 
of  King  Charles's  breed.  The  following  is  said 
to  be  a  literal  translation  of  the  pedigree  of  an 
Arabian  horse,  well  known  in  Nottinghamshire 
a  few  years  since.     '*  In  the  Name  of  G— d  the 
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Merciful!  the  <5ause  of  the  present  writing  is, 
that  we  witness  that  the  grey  horse  Derrish,  of 
Mahomet  Bey,  is  of  the  first  breed  of  Nedgee 
horses ;  whose  mother  is  the  grey  mare  Hadba 
the  famous,  and  whose  father  is  the  bay  horse 
Bahrough,  of  the  horses  of  the  tribe  of  Benhi- 
haled.  We  testify  on  our  conscience  and  for- 
tune, that  he  is  of  the  breed  concerning  which 
the  Prophet  hath  said,  '  the  true  runners  when 
they  run  strike  fire ;  they  grant  prosperity  until 
the  day  of  Judgment.'  We  have  testified  what 
is  known;  and  G — d  knows  who  are  true  wit- 
nesses."— [Followed  by  six  signatures.] 

Heralds  have  assigned  distinguished  rank  to 
objects  of  all  kinds,  as  in  Sir  John  Feme's  ex- 
emplification of  his  second  species  of  Nobility, 
Nobility  natural ;  "  which  consists,"  says  he, 
"  in  the  great  variety  of  creatures  ;  as  for  exam- 
ple, among  the  Planets  the  Sun  is  the  most  no- 
ble; among  the  Elements  Fire  ;  among  the  Plants 
the  Cedar  ;  Flowers,  the  Rose  ;  Metals,  Gold  ; 
Gems,  the  Diamond  ;  •  Fish^  the  Dolphin  ; 
Birds,  the  Eagle  ;  Beasts,  the  Lion  ;  and  Men, 
the  King.'' 

The  oddest  sort  of  regulated  precedence  I  re- 
member to  have  ever  stumbled  upon,  is  in  the 
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laws  of  the  Saxon  or  Anglo-Saxon  King  MtheU 
bert.    It  relates  to  Jitters  and  toes,  and  thumb* 
naib,   and  great  toe-nails.     "  A  penalty  of  20 
scylHnga  is  enjoined  for  the  loss  of  the  thumb,  and 
3  scyllinga  for  the  thumb-nail.    The  loss  of  the 
great  toe  is  to  be  compensated  by  ten  scyttingtt, 
and  the  other  toes  by  /lalf  the  price  of  the  Jingerst 
and  for  the  ;iat7  of  the  great  toe  30  seeatta  must  be 
paid  to  bot."    (Wilkius  Leg.  Anglo  Sax.  p.  61.) 
In  times  when  the  ti>ere  and  weregeld  were  in  use, 
and  intended  to  mark  exactly  the  rank  and  im- 
portance of  persons,  the  above  cannot  be  con- 
sidered in  any  other  light  than  that  of  marking 
the  exact  rank  and  importance  of  the  particular 
parts  of  persons  here  enumerated ;  and  indeed 
antiquaries  have  been  found  to  turn  it  io  this 
use  ;  for  by  discovering  it  to  have  been  the  de- 
cided intention  of  the  legislator,  to  estimate  the 
toes  at  half  the  value  o{  the  fingers,  which  is  shewn 
to  be  the  case  by  comparing  the  compensation 
for  the  thumb  and  great  toe,  it  has  been  decided 
that  the  30  sceattas  for  the  nail  of  the  great  toe, 
must  have  been  meant  to  be  equal  to  half  of  the 
three  scyllinga  exacted  for  the  thumb-nail,  and 
therefore  that  20  sceattas  were  equal  to  one  scyU 
linga  ! — Now  this  is  an  admirable  discovery,  but 
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how  should  we  have  got  at  it^  if  King  iBthelbert 
had  ]iot>  with  all  the  force  of  kingly  authority^ 
preriously  determined,  that  thumbs  should  rank 
before  great  toes,  ^xA  fingers  before  common  toes, 
and  thuinb-nat'/s  before  great    toe^naih? — It  is 
amazing  to  what  a  variety  of  uses  Hei*aldry  may 
be  applied.    There  seems  however  to  have  heen 
some  confusion  in  the  toe  ondjmger  orders  of 
precedence  as  well  as  in  others,  for  by  some  or^ 
dinances,  the  little  finger  appears  to  have  takeh 
place  of  the  great  toe,  while  the  fore  finger,  ring 
finger,  and  middle  finger,  M  ranked  below  the 
great  toe,  and  in  different  degrees. — As  to  other 
parts,  there  is  no  good  reason  to  be  given,  why, 
as  was  the  case,  an  Anglo^Sspcon  shoulder  should 
have  ranked  above  a  tkigh  in  the  proportion  of 
20  to  12,  and  above  an  Anglo-Saxon  arm  in  the 
proportion  of  20  to  6. — To  almost  every  part  of 
the  human  body,  a  particular  importance  or  rank 
if  you  please,  was  assigned,  of  which  a  judgment 
may  be  formed  from  the  following  liberal  allow- 
imces;  for  xx  shillings  any  body  might  lame 
the  shoulder,  divide  the  chine-bone,  cut  off  9,  thumb, 
pierce  the  diaphragm,  tear  off  the  hair,  and  frac- 
ture the  skull  of  any  of  his  friends  or  neighbours. 
For  XII  shillings  he  might  break  their  thighs,  cut 
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off  their  ears,  wound  their  eyes  or  mouths,  or  injure 
their  teeth  so  as  to  affect  their  speech.  For  xi, 
they  might  cut  off  any  body's  little  finger ;  and 
for  X  shillings  their  great  toe.  For  ix  shillings 
they  might  indulge  themselves  in  slitting  their 
neighbour's  nose,  and  for  only  viii  shillings  cut 
off  eiforejinger.  I  shall  go  no  further.  This  i« 
quitef  enough  to  shew,  what  great  attention  was 
paid  by  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors  to  the  mar- 
shalling of  the  several  Members  of  the  State,  ac- 
cording to  their  exact  value  and  importance, 
whether  twelf-hinds,  six-hinds,  tvn-hinds,  (as  has 
been  observed  in  a  former  section)  Angers, 
thumbs,  toes,  great  toes,  noses,  ears,  eyes,  dia- 
phragms, shoulders,  thighs,  arms,  teeth,  hair, 
skulls,  and  chine-bones ! — ^beards,  and  what 
not  ?  Fingers  were  the  subjects  of  other  distinc- 
tions, bordering  upon  the  heraldic,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  following  extract  from  Mmshew^s 
Polyglot  Dictionary,  under  the  article  Ring-lin- 
ger. Vetus  versiculus  singulis  digitis  annulum 
tribuens,  "  Miles,  Mercator,  Stultus,  Maritus, 
Amator."  To  continue  the  reference  in  English, 
a  ring  on  the  thumb  denoted  a  soldier,  or  doctor; 
on  the  finger  next  the  thumb,  a  sailor,  or  mer- 
chant :  on  the  middle  finger  difool;  on  i\\e  fourth. 
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or  ting  finger,  a  married  or  diUgent  person ;  and 
on  tbe  hst,  or  little  finger,  %,  lover. 

Among  the  Ripuariam  there  se^ms  to  haw 
been  one  great  overnight  in  regard  to  the  t^erv  or 
mulct  for  the  kiUing  of  a  Bishop.  The  mmrderer 
q{  a  Bishop  was  permitted  to  atone  for  his  crime^ 
1^  giving  as  much  gold  as  was  equal  to  a  tonic 
K^UfAot  the  height  i^  the  guiUy  person,  and  of  a 
determinate  thickness.  Now  was  not  this  exr 
posing  the  Bishop  to  tho  yengeance  of  his  short, 
more  than  of  his  tall  enemies,  and  even  prompt- 
ing tbfi  former  to  commit  a  crime,  which  the 
mldilating  prudence  of  the  latter  might  dispose 
Ihem  to  avoid  ? 

In  ancient  times  the  feudal  lordjs  who  had  the 
light  ^  haute  Justice,  or  power  of  executiog  cri- 
wnals  within  their  demesnes,  had  distinctions 
9)Fia  y^ry  pecuUajr  nature ;  the  Gallows  of  a  Banm 
might  stand  uponybtfr  posts :  that  of  a  Cb&telam 
0sdf  on  tbr)se;  while  the  inferior  lord  who  pos.- 
sesAed  tibis  right  was  forced  to  hs^g  hi^  subjects 
4»  B>  twoA^f^ed  nmtme.  ha  Arragm  iho^e  mho 
had  mot  i^  right  to  eMcute  criminals  publicly, 
DHght  yejb  epjjoy  the  pleamre  of  9tad:^ing  them  to 
death  i^  prison,  or  destroying  them,  fame,  frh- 
g/9re,  et  $iti,  by  hunger,  thirst,  and  eoM ! ! 

VOL.  II.  D  d 
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It  is  quite  surprising  to  what  odd  distinctions^ 
people  have  had  recourse  to  mark  their  rank  and 
consequence.  The  Chinese  women  cripple  tiieir 
feet,  to  shew  their  quality ;  and  in  Coryates  Cru- 
dities, there  is  a  curious  account  given,  of  the 
Chapineys,  (Chioppines)  or  high-heeled  shoes, 
worn  by  the  ladies  of  Venice,  which  though  e^ 
tremely  inconvenient,  so  as  to  require  persons 
to  support  those  who  wore  them,  and  notwith* 
standing  which  they  were  frequently  liable  to 
fall,  yet  were  worn  the  higher  in  proportion  9B 
the  persons  using  them  were  more  noble.  Co- 
ryatte  himself  saw  one  of  these  nobles  in  stilts, 
get  a  dreadful  tumble  from  the  mere  height  of 
her  Chapineys. 

It  is  impossible  to  set  bounds  to  the  love  of 
distinction,  or  disputes  concerning  precedence; 
of  which  we  have  a  memorable  instance  in  the 
account  given  us  by  Colonel  Munro,  of  a  mutiny 
in  the  army  in  India,  under  his  command.  Hav* 
ing  found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  punish 
some  of  the  ringleaders,  four  were  ordered  to  be 
tied  to  the  guns,  and  the  artillery  officers  di> 
rected  to  blow  them  away.  Just  as  the  dreadful 
sentence  was  going  to  be  executed,  four  grena- 
diers stepped  forth,  and  insisted  upon  it  that  as 
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^y  had  always  had  the  post  of  honor^  they  were 
%tnciiy  entitkd  to  he  blown  avHzyJirst!  The  others 
therefore  were  untied,  and  the  grenadiers  blown 
away  according  to  their  desire ! 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  a  curious  way  of  settling 
points  of  precedence.  In  speaking  of  the  pro- 
ficiency in  Latin  literature,  of  George  Buchanan 
and  Walter  Haddon/she  was  used  to  say,  "  Bu- 
chanantim  Omnibus /mtepono — HB.ddomim  Nendm 
postpono'*  At  the  late  Election  of  a  new  Lord 
Eector  of  Glasgow  University,  there  was  a  speech 
made,  in  which  the  merits  of  the  two  Candidates, 
Sir  laaoaes  Mackintosh  and  Sir  Walter  Scott^ 
were  so  nicely  balanced,  as  to  settle  matters  as 
nearly  as  possible  upon  the  footing  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  distinctions.  Each  of  the  Candidates 
severally,  in  the  estimation  of  the  learned  and  in- 
genious Orator,  seeilaed  to  be  clearly  above  eoery 
body  ^nd  behw  nobody.  If  Sir  James  yfZ.Bjirst  of 
a//.  Sir  Walter  was  second  to  none,  and  vice  versa. 

The  most  provoking  thing  is,  when' Kt/igs  or 
the  Representatives  of  Kings,  quarrel  about  prece- 
dience;  for  then, 

*'  The  oload-oapt  Towers,  the  gorgeous  Palaces, 
The  solemn  Temples,  the  great  Globe  itself, 
Naj  aU  who  it  inherit,  may  dissoire," 
Dd2 
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ere  either  of  the  partly  can  be  induced  to  gire 
way. 

In  the  year  1600,  negotiations  were  set  on  foot 
for  restoring  Peace  between  the  Queen  of  England 
and  the  King  of  Spain,  at  Boulogne ;  but  proved 
abortive,  because  the  Plenipotentiaries  found  it 
impossible  to  adjust  the  ceremonials  among  themi 
to  the  satisfaction  of  their  respective  Courts. 
The  precedence  had  from  time  immemorial  been 
yielded  to  the  Crown  of  England,  by  the  Crowns 
of  Castile  and  Arragon,  and  Elizabeth  main- 
tained, that  it  slill  belonged  to  her,  notwith*- 
standing  the  union  of  these  Crowns,  and  the 
conquest  of  Grenada,  since  Spain  considered  as 
one  kingdom  was  greatly  inferior  to  England  in 
point  of  antiquity,  which  was  the  only  ground  on 
which  a  point  of  this  sort  could  be  settled.  But 
tile  Spanish  Ministers  could  not  percrive  tiie 
force  of  this  reasoning ;  they  claimed  the  pre- 
cedence on  account  of  the  superior  extent  and 
power  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy.  Elizabeth,  in 
order  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  her  pacific  dispo- 
sition, even  went  so  far  as  to  offer  to  agree  to  an 
equality^  but  they  rejected  the  offer,  and  insisted 
that  the  superior  dignity  of  the  Catholic  King 
should  be  recognised.     To  this  the  Queen  as 
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peremptorily  refused  her  consent^  and  soon  afte^ 
the  Plenipotentiaries  left  Boulogne  re  %nfect&; 
that  is,  to  speak  morally  and  philosophically ^  (not 
politically >)  war  with  all  its  horrors,  was  to  be 
allowed  to  rage  still  longer  upon  the  earth,  de- 
stroying its  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands, 
because  one  man  and  one  woman  could  not  a^ee 
upon  a  point  of  etiquette ! ! 

We  have  an  account  that  Conrad  III.  Empe- 
ror of  the  West  in  the  Xllth  century,  refused  to 
kiss  Emmanuel  Commenus,  the  Emperor  of  the 
East,  while  the  latter  was  sitting,  and  himself 
standing.  I  give  great  credit  to  the  sage  coun- 
sellors of  the  two  Kings,  for  their  management 
in  getting  over  this  kissing  difficulty.  They  so 
contrived  that  the  two  Kings  should  never  meet 
but  on  horseback,  where  both  being  seated,  they 
might  kiss  each  other  as  long  as  they  pleased, 
without  any  loss  of  dignity  on  either  side.  ■*  In 
equis  se  viderent,  et  ita  ex  parilitate  conveni- 
entes,  sedendo  se  et  osculando  salutarent.*'-^ 
There  were  many  forms  of  kissing  observed 
amongst  the  Roman  Emperors ;  the  feet,  the 
hand,  the  knee,  or  the  lips.  Sometimes  they 
Hsed  to  kiss  the  fore  finger  and  thumb,  in  token 
of  homage,  turning  about  the  body  at  the  same 
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ttme«  Tiberius  appears  not  to  have  liked  ktsseft 
of  ceremony  and  form  much.  **  Oscula  Gotti^ 
diana,^  says  Suetonius,  "  prohibuit  edicto,"— * 
How  much  he  liked  some  other  sorts  of  kisaing» 
may  be  learned  from  Martial.  Critics  have 
thought  that  the  Catholic  custom  of  kissing  the 
Pope's  toe,  was  rather  heathenish  than  Christian 
in  its  origin,  being  rather  an  homage  paid  to  the 
gold  and  pearls  on  the  sandal  of  Caligula,  than 
to  the  cross  on  his  Holiness's  slipper.  This  is  ft 
question  I  cannot  decide,  and  shall  therefore  re^ 
turn  to  the  subject  of  kingly  precedence. 

Nothing  could  be  better  upon  an  emergency 
of  this  nature^  than  the  trick  which  that  seDdi^n 
barbarian  Peter  the  First  played  to  Lewis  the 
Fifteenth.  It  has  so  much  humour  in  it,  that  I 
wcmder  it  has  never  been  made  the  subject  of  aa 
historical  caricature.  When  Peter  visited  Paris, 
Lewis  was  a  ehUd,  and  one  day,  when  they  wer^ 
going  out  together  in  state,  some  difficulties 
arose  in  the  French  Court,  how  it  should  be 
managed,  that  in  getting  into  the  carriage,  tU^ 
Utile  King  should  take  place  of  the  greo^  Emperor. 
Peter  perceived  what  they  were  about,  and  not 
willing  to  compromise  his  imperial  dignity,  as 
they  were  passing  through  the  crowd,  between 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PRECEDENCE,  407 

the  palace  and  the  coach^  he  pretended  to  take 
compassion  on  his  baby  brother,  and  to  save  him 
from  the  pressure  of  the  people,  fairly  took  him 
up  in  his  arms,  and  conveyed  him  to  the  carriage, 
as  a  nurse  would  carry  her  infant. 

PhiUp  the  Second  of  Spain  being  reproved  by 
Ate  Ambassadors  of  Germany,  because  he  would 
have  every  man  speak  to  him  kneeling,  excused 
himself  by  observing,  that  he  did  it  "  only  lest 
he  being  so  short,  his  taller  subjects  should  be 
above  him," 

Buonaparte  seems  to  have  had  some  good  no- 
tions upon  the  subject  of  diplomacy ;  notions 
which  might  greatly  help  to  remove  some  of 
those  difficulties,  which  are  often  found  to  im- 
pede business  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
well-being  of  mankind.  He  would  not  acknow- 
ledge Ambassadors  to  be  the  actual  representa- 
tives of  their  Sovereigns,  because  nothing  they 
signed  could  be  valid  till  ratified  at  home.  Nor 
do  Sovereigns  treat  them  as  equals,  by  returning 
their  visits,  &c.  On  these  grounds,  an  Ambas- 
sador might  reasonably  submit  to  ceremonies, 
which  might  be  degrading  to  Sovereigns  them- 
selves ;  and  according  to  Mr.  0'Meara*s  report 
of  his  observations,  in  his  estimation  Lord  Ma- 
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cartney  and  Lord  Amherst  might  have  performed 
the  Ko'tou  before  the  Emperor  of  China,  without 
compromising  the  dignity  of  their  royal  master^ 
since  the  Mandarins  did  so ;  upon  this  express 
condition  however,  that  any  Chinese  Ambassador 
should  in  London  submit  to  such  forms  of  eti- 
quette^ as  the  Princes  and  Nobles  of  Britain  ob- 
serve. Now  there  is  surely  a  great  deal  of  good 
sense  in  this,  though  very  little  delicacy  by  the 
bye,  in  the  Ex-Emperor's  illustration  of  his  feel- 
ings upon  the  subject;  for  I  shall  not  be  ex- 
pected I  think  to  add,  what  he  himself  would 
have  done,  had  it  been  the  etiquette  with  his  own 
grandees,  (a  pretty  etiquette!)  sooner  than  re- 
linquish the  objects  to  be  attained  for  the  sake 
of  a  mere  ceremony.  Whoever  has  not  read  the 
book  need  not  trouble  themselves  to  look  for  the 
passage  to  which  I  allude. 

It  was  a  laughable  piece  of  pride  in  the  people 
of  Padua,  to  take  offence,  as  they  are  said  to 
have  done,  if  a  noble  Venetian  ever  appeared  in 
their  streets,  not  in  his  full  dress  gown,  but  in 
a  short  coat,  qm  if  he  fancied  himself  taking  his 
walk  at  his  ease,  in  a  mere  country  village. 

In  Lord  Bacon's  Essays,  and  miscellaneous 
writings,  are  to  be  found  many  things  extremely 
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applicable  to  different  Sections  of  this  work ;  as 
in  his  thoughts  upon  "  Great  Place/'  "  Kings/* 
" Nobility/'  "Empire/'  "Riches/'  "Ambition/' 
"  Masques  and  Triumphs/' "  Ceremonies  and  Re- 
spects/' "  Honour  and  Reputation/'  &c.  &c.  but 
on  the  particular  subject  of  precedence,  he  has 
supplied  us  with  a  curious  marshalling  of  the  de- 
grees even  of  Sovere^  honor,  as  may  be  seen  in 
the  following  short  extract.  "  In  the  first  place/' 
says  he,  "  are  *  Conditores  Imperiorum,'  the  foun- 
ders of  states  and  commonwealths ;  such  as  were 
Jionmlu$9  Cyrm,  Casar,  Ottoman,  Ismael.  In  the 
second  place  are  *  LegislcUores/  Lawgivers ;  which 
are  also  called  second  founders,  or  *  Perpetui 
Pfincipes,'  because  they  govern  by"  their  ordi- 
nances after  they  are  gone ;  such  were  La/curgus, 
Solon,  Justinian,  Edgar,  Alphonsus  of  Castile,  the 
wise,  that  made  the  *  Siete  patridasJ  In  the  third 
place  are  *  Liberatores,^  or  *  Sahatores ;'  such  as 
compound  the  long  miseries  of  civil  wars,  or  de- 
liver their  countries  from  servitude  of  strangers 
or  tyrants ;  as  Augustus  Casar,  Vespasianus,  Au- 
relianus,  Theodoricus,  King  Henry  the  Seventh  of 
England,  King  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France.  In 
the  fourth  place,  are  *  Propagatores,'  or  *  Pro- 
pugnatores  Imperii;^  such  as  in  honorable  wars 
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enlarge  their  territories^  or  make  noble  defence 
against  invaders.     And  in  the  last  place^  are 
'  Patres  Patria/  which  reign  justly,  and  make 
the  times  good  wherein  they  live.     Both  which 
laftt  kinds/'  adds  his  Lordship,  **  need  no  ex- 
amples, they  are   in  such  numbers/'     Surely 
there  was  a  little  flattery  in  this,   and  at^all 
events,  I  should  have  been  disposed  to  place  the 
"  Patres  Pattw"  much  higher.     It  is,  however, 
a  curious  order  of  Precedences,  in  respect  to  So- 
vereigns themselves,  and  as  in  State  Ceremonies 
and  Processions,  the  greatest  go  last,-  I  shall 
wind  up  my  account  of  matters  here ;  fiir  it  i» 
time  to  come  to  a  conclusion,  and  therefore!  tOf 
render  the  general  case  of  Precedence  clear  and 
intelligible  to  all  classes  of  persons,  I  cannot  Z 
think  do  better,  than  subjoin  a  few  remarks  upon 
it,  to  be  found  in  the  69th  Number  of  tbe  Tat* 
ler.     In  Young's  Universal  Passion,  thei?e.  are 
some  very  strong  lines  to  the  purpose,  but  I  ra- 
ther prefer  the  following  for  its  simplicity  and 
extreme  good  sense. 

"  It  is  to  me  a  very  great  meanness,  and  some- 
thing much  below  a  philosopher,  which  is  wimi 
I  mean  by  a  gentleman,  to  rank  a  man  among 
the  vulgar  for  the  condition  of  life  he  is  in,  and 
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not  according  to  his  behaviour ^  Bis  thoughts,  and 
sentiments,  in  that  condition.  For  if  a  man  be 
loaded  with  riches  and  honors,  and  in  that  state 
of  life  has  thoughts  and  inclinations  below  the 
meanest  artificer ;  is  not  such  an  artificer,  who 
within  his  power  is  good  to  his  friends,  moderate 
lA  his  demands,  and  chearful  in  his  occupation, 
very  much  superior  to  him,  who  lives  for  no  other 
end  but  to  serve  himself,  and  assumes  2t.  prefer- 
ence  in  all  his  words  and  actions  to  those  who  act 
their  part  with  much  more  grace  than  himself? 
Epictetus  has  made  use  of  the  similitude  of  a 
stage-play  to  human  life  with  much  spirit.  It 
is  Bot,  says  he,  to  be  considered  among  the 
actors,  who  is  Prince,  and  who  is  Seggar,  but 
who  acts  Prince  or  Beggar  best.  The  circumstance 
of  life  should  not  be  that  which  gives  us  place, 
but  our  behaviour  in  that  circumstance  is  what 
should  be  our  solid  distinction.  Thus  a  wise  man 
should  think  no  man  above  him  or  behw  him, 
any  further  than  as  regards  the  outward  order  or 
discipline  of  the  world.  For  if  we  take  too  great 
an  idea  of  the  eminence  of  our  superiors,  or  subor- 
dinatioH  of  our  inferiors,  it  will  have  an  ill  effect 
upon  our  behaviour  to  both.  He  who  thinks  no 
man  above  him  but  for  his  virtue,  none  below  him 
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but  for  hiB  vice,  can  never  be  obsequious  or  assume 
ing  in  a  wrong  place^  but  will  frequently  emulate 
snen  in  rank  below  him^  and  pUy  those  4ibove 


**  This  sense  of  mankind  is  so  far  from  a  &- 
vdUttg  principle^  that  it  only  sets  us  upon  a  true 
basis  of  DISTINCTION,  and  doubles  the  merited 
such  as  become  their  conditionJ^ 


THE  END. 


LONDON : 

raiKTED  BY   lU  OILBBJIT, 

ST.  JOHN'S  SQUARE. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


aiDAiaSHHOA 


B89081854408A 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


